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OTHER VOICES

W e’re just five days away
from the 32nd annual
“taste of our town,”

Fall for Greenville. On behalf
of the board of trustees, I hope
you’ll consider this a personal
invitation to join us next Fri-
day through Sunday downtown
onMain Street.

Over three decades, the
festival has evolved, adding
new elements to adapt to the
changes happening in down-
town Greenville. From the first
year with just one block, the
festival has grown to be the
largest free outdoor festival in
South Carolina. It has become
a spotlight on the best the city
has to offer, being named as
one of the Top 20 Events in the
Southeast.

With 43 restaurants, featur-
ing over 250 menu items, it is
certainly a wonderful “taste”
of what Greenville has to offer.
But, it is so much more than
that. There are educational
opportunities like culinary
demonstrations at “In the
Kitchen with Charleston
Cooks!” You can watch region-
al and local chefs showcase

their culinary skills and learn a
few recipes and tips to try at
home.

You can refine your prefer-
ences with wine tasting in the
Bank of America Wine Garden,
beer sampling of some of the
best beers of the region, and
beer school in the America’s

Satellites Beer Garden.
If you have a taste for com-

petitions, you can attend two of
the perennial favorites back
this year — the ABSOLUT
Bartender’s Mix-Off, andWait-
ers’ Race. Combine all that
with the five live music stages
and more than 50 national and
regional acts, and you have
what Fall for Greenville is all
about. The complete event
lineup is available online at
www.FallForGreenville.net. A
free download of the event
smartphone app for both iOS
and Android phones is avail-
able there, as well.

The event is not all about
indulgence; it’s also about the
generosity our community has
become recognized for. While
the focus of Fall for Greenville
is the experience and “taste” of
our town, a portion of the pro-
ceeds benefit local charities.
The board approved $45,000 of
donations to nonprofits last
year, bringing the total to over
$350,000 in the past 10 years.
Seven local charities were
chosen this year, including
Hands On Greenville, Green-
ville In Harmony, Boy Scout
Troop 260, Greenville Chinese

Cultural Association, Red Shoe
Society in support of The Ron-
ald McDonald House, Charities
of the Carolinas, Surgeons For
Sight and Newcomers Club of
Greater Greenville in support
of Greenville Meals on Wheels.

Fall for Greenville is all
about the volunteers, those
provided by the charities, and
those who volunteer individ-
ually. The event wouldn’t be
what it is without the more
than 1,800 folks that give so
generously of their weekend.
Many have volunteered for
years, returning again and
again, and the board is ex-
tremely grateful to all of them
for their help.

This year, there will be
more free parking options.
There will be free parking at
Greenville County Square on
University Ridge. Trolleys
operated by Greenlink will run
from County Square to the
corner of Augusta andMain,
the new “West End Gateway”
to Fall for Greenville.

You can also still choose to
park free at CUICAR, and
Greenlink will be running
buses from there to the trans-
portation center, a short walk

onMcBee into the middle of
Fall for Greenville.

There will be a little more
elbow room this year. By
stretching to the newWest End
Gateway, the festival is as big
as it has ever been, covering
almost a mile of Main Street.
You’ll find literally every side
street off of Main Street has
attractions this year, too.

There is still time to buy
tickets in advance, and even
though there are added ticket
sites this year, the lines can get
long on event days. Michelin
onMain is the exclusive ad-
vance ticket location, and will
continue to sell taste tickets
through Friday at noon. There
is a discount available on ad-
vance tickets.

Working under contract
with the City of Greenville’s
Special Events staff, the board
of trustees and volunteers will
strive throughout the weekend
to make sure that you have
both a safe and enjoyable time.

If you haven’t joined us
before, come see why we are
rated as one of the Top 20
Events in the Southeast. If you
are joining us again, welcome
back.

Fall for Greenville has evolved and expanded
By Jeff Jacobs

Jeff Jacobs is chairman of
the Fall for Greenville
Board of Trustees. He re-
tired fromMichelin, and is
now executive director of a
non-profit focused on safe
and socially responsible
manufacturing of promo-
tional products. He can be
reached at jeff@QCAl-
liance.org.
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N eighborhoods become
communities when peo-
ple become neighbors.

In a recent column in The
Greenville News, Thomas So-
well argues against efforts to
integrate low-income housing
with market-rate housing. His
premise is based on his conten-
tion that “Individuals and
groups of all sorts have always
differed from one another in
many ways, throughout centu-
ries of history and in countries
around the world. Left to them-
selves, people tend to sort
themselves out into communi-
ties of like-minded neighbors.”
He goes on to include mixing
renters with homeowners as an
equally bad idea.

His error, in my opinion, is
to assume that efforts to pro-
pose integrating “low-income
housing” is all about the hous-
ing, when in fact efforts for
such integration is about “fam-
ilies,” not just housing.

One of the biggest mistakes
HUDmade over the past 30-
plus years was to cluster all
poverty and/or low-income

“housing” together. The other
mistake was to build such
housing at lesser-than-market
quality, including design stan-
dards. We’ve all seen examples
of those failures. Only recently
has HUD realized this and is
now encouraging the devel-
opment of “mixed income”

communities, and requiring
that the housing be equal-to-
market quality, including ener-
gy efficiency.

At Homes of Hope we have
developed several successful
mixed-income communities.
One such example is West
Greenville where a formerly
blighted and crime-ridden
neighborhood has been trans-
formed into a healthy neigh-
borhood of choice, where rent-
ers and homeowners are indis-
tinguishable and the housing
quality is equal and energy
efficient.

The idea that somehow
income level is cultural is sim-
ply wrong. The communities
we’ve developed have proven
that. I remember growing up
in a mixed-income community
— but the irony is that I didn’t
know it at the time, because
nobody cared about anybody
else’s incomes! We were just
neighbors!

As a boy, mymain concern
was avoiding the neighbors
who would tell mymamma if
they sawme getting into trou-

ble! I certainly didn’t care how
muchmoney they made! But
those were the neighbors my
mamma wanted.

We have developed a suc-
cessful model of community
development that we continue
to improve upon, and we are
completely convinced on this
element of mixing the incomes
of the communities. Families
become neighbors, not hous-
ing. And renters have proven
to be great neighbors in our
communities because we hold
them accountable for it! We
insist on our families being
good neighbors in their com-
munity.

When we give tours of the
housing we’ve built we always
tour West Greenville and also
Chicora Crest, another mixed
income development located in
the Haynie-Sirrine neighbor-
hood just behind Scott Towers.
During the tour I explain this
concept and at some point I ask
the people on the tour to tell
me which housing is occupied
by renters and which by home-
owners; which ones are for

low-income families, which are
market rate. They can never
tell me. In fact, most of the
time when they make a guess,
they guess wrong.

These two examples of suc-
cessful mixed-income commu-
nities have worked because the
model works! We are now tak-
ing this model to other cities in
South Carolina. We believe that
it will work in any city, as it
has here in Greenville, as long
as all of the crucial elements
are in place for this success.
We are currently looking for
partners to expand this model
throughout S.C. with us.

Mr. Sowell’s contention that
“people tend to sort them-
selves into communities of like
minded neighbors” is correct!
They do indeed. His error is
assuming that incomes equate
to like-mindedness!

Please don’t buy into this old
idea that low-income “housing”
has to be isolated. We’re talk-
ing about families — not hous-
ing, and neighbors — not num-
bers.

Mixing incomes in communities is a good idea

Don Oglesby is the presi-
dent and CEO of Homes of
Hope, a nonprofit affordable
housing developer located in
Greenville. Since 1998
Homes of Hope has devel-
oped 466 homes. For more
information go to www.ho-
mesofhope.org.

GUEST COLUMN

I don’t expect the political
debate about Obamacare to
end anytime soon. Repub-

licans in Congress are going to
demonize it, run against it, do
what they can to sabotage it.

As of Tuesday, Americans
can see for themselves that the
Affordable Care Act isn’t actu-
ally about Washington politics.
It’s about regular people shop-
ping for insurance they can
finally afford, and purchasing
security and peace of mind
along with it.

President Barack Obama
and I took office in the middle
of the greatest economic crisis
since the Great Depression. I
still remember the turmoil and
uncertainty of those early days
— and the president’s determi-
nation to act swiftly to stop the
hemorrhaging. I remember
something else especially
clearly: President Obama’s
insistence that we fix Amer-
ica’s broken healthcare sys-
tem.

He reminded the skeptics
that trouble for the middle
class had started long before
the economic crisis, and would
continue long after economic
recovery unless we did some-
thing about our health care
system.

In 2010, because of his per-
severance, we passed the Af-

fordable Care Act. Some of its
provisions took effect soon
after, with dramatic results.
More than 100 million Amer-
icans have taken advantage of
free preventive care, like
mammograms and blood pres-
sure screenings. Three million
young adults under 26 have
gained coverage by staying on
their parents’ plan. Millions of
seniors onMedicare have
saved hundreds of dollars on
their prescriptions. And mil-
lions of Americans have gotten
a rebate from insurance com-
panies that spent too much on
overhead.

And now, the most signifi-
cant part of Obamacare is
beginning. Tens of millions of
Americans who didn’t have
health insurance because they
can’t afford it — or have been
denied access to it — will final-
ly be able to buy a health care
plan they can afford.

You can go to HealthCare-
.gov and comparison-shop for
health insurance plans. It’s
simple: You enter some basic

information about yourself,
like your age and income, and
right away, you’ll see a list of
plans. You’ll be able to clearly
see what each plan covers and
howmuch it’ll cost you. And
you’ll find out if you qualify
for tax credits that will lower
your premium cost. Pick the
option that works best for you,
sign up, and you’re done.

It used to be that buying
insurance was a nightmare,
especially if you’d been sick
before. Some people couldn’t
find a single insurance compa-
ny that would offer them a
plan. For others, the only op-
tions were wildly expensive.
Very few people could compar-
ison shop, so you never knew if
you were getting the best deal.

It’ll never be that way again.
Companies won’t be able to use
your medical history to deter-
mine howmuch to charge you.
They won’t be able to charge
you more just because you’re a
woman. They’ll have to be
transparent about what they’re
offering and compete against

each other.
In fact, according to the

Department of Health and
Human Services, we now know
that in the 36 states that have
provided data, the average
American can choose from 53
plans. Nearly 6 in 10 eligible
Americans without insurance
today will pay $100 a month or
less for their health insurance.

In South Carolina, an aver-
age 27 year-old making $25,000
could get covered for just $97.
A family of four making
$50,000 a year could get cov-
ered for as little as $109 a
month. This began on Tuesday.

The president never yielded
during the healthcare debate.
He never forgot why we ran,
who we’d come to serve, and
mostly, the security and digni-
ty that we could provide the
middle class if we were willing
to fight. And so we did. We
fought to bring affordable
health care to all Americans,
and because of the president’s
insistence — and persistence
—we are delivering.

Obama delivered on healthcare promise
By Vice President Joe Biden

Joe Biden is the 47th vice
president of the United
States. More information is
available at whitehouse.gov/
administration/vice-presi-
dent-biden.
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tion. Change often happens
one small step at a time. I
believe even just one day of
trying to make a difference,
can indeed make a differ-
ence.

One way I am trying to
make a difference is by or-
ganizing a showing of “Girl
Rising” in Greenville. “Girl
Rising” will be shown on
Thursday, Oct. 10, at 7 p.m.
at Furman University’s Bur-
giss Theatre. “Girl Rising” is
a powerful film that spot-
lights nine girls and their
remarkable lives.

My hope is that you will
join me and choose to attend
or encourage others to at-

tend and bring their family
and friends. If you cannot
attend, then I hope you will
take a fewminutes to learn
more about “Girl Rising” at
www.girlrising.com. I am
convinced that by commit-
ting a few hours of your
time, you will change your
perspective, be inspired,
deepen your connection to
humanity, and make a differ-
ence. Educating girls works.
It changed my life and it can
truly change the world.

»Maurie Lawrence is a
member of Wyche, P.A. and
focuses her practice on com-
mercial real estate and envi-
ronmental and sustainability
matters. She is a graduate of
Smith College, University of
Glasgow and Georgetown
University Law Center.
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about every citizen — passed
without a single GOP vote.

Democrats insist they wel-
comed ideas from Republi-
cans. Rubbish. Republicans
proposed that insurance be
purchasable across state lines.
They got nothing. They sought
tort reform. They got nothing.
Why? Because Democrats
didn’t want to offend the trial
lawyers.

Moreover, the administra-
tion was clearly warned. Re-
publican Scott Brown ran in
the most inhospitable of states,
Massachusetts, on the explicit
promise to cast the deciding
vote blocking Obamacare. It
was January 2010, the height of

the debate. He won. Reid ig-
nored this unmistakable mes-
sage of popular opposition and
conjured a parliamentary ma-
neuver — reconciliation — to
get around Brown.

Nothing illegal about that.
Nothing illegal about ramming
it through without a single
opposition vote. Just totally
contrary to the modern Amer-
ican tradition — and the consti-
tutional decency— of under-
taking major social revolutions
only with bipartisan major-
ities. Having stuffed Obama-
care down the throats of the
GOP and the country, Demo-
crats are now paying the price.

I don’t agree with current
Republican tactics. I thought
the defunding demand impos-
sible and, therefore, foolish. I
thought if, nonetheless, they
insisted on making a stand, it

should not be on shutting down
the government, which voters
oppose 5-to-1, but on the debt
ceiling, which Americans fa-
vor 2-to-1 as a vehicle for re-
straining government.

Tactics are one thing, but
substance is another. It’s the
Democrats who have mocked
the very notion of settled law.
It’s the Democrats who voted
down the reopening of sub-
stantial parts of the govern-
ment. It’s the Democrats who
gave life to a spontaneous,
authentic, small-government
opposition — aka the tea party
—with their unilateral imposi-
tion of a transformational
agenda during the brief in-
terval when they held a monop-
oly of power.

That interval is over. The
current unrest is the residue of
that hubris.

SHUTDOWN
Continued from Page 6A
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