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that. There are educational
opportunities like culinary
The Greenville
News
demonstrations
at “In the
Kitchen with Charleston
Cooks!” You can watch regional and local chefs showcase

home.
You can refine your preferences with wine tasting in the
10/06/2013
Bank of America Wine Garden,
beer sampling of some of the
best beers of the region, and
beer school in the America’s

the new “West End Gateway”
year, bringing the total to over
to Fall for Greenville.
$350,000 in the past 10 years.
You can also still choose to
Seven local charities were
Copythis
Reduced
to %d%% from
to fit letter
parkoriginal
free at CUICAR,
and page
chosen
year, including
Greenlink will be running
Hands On Greenville, Greenbuses from there to the transville In Harmony, Boy Scout
portation center, a short walk
Troop 260, Greenville Chinese

both a safe and enjoyable time.
If you haven’t joined us
before, come see why we are
rated as one of the Top 20
Events in the Southeast. If you
are joining us again, welcome
back.

Mixing incomes in communities is a good idea
N

eighborhoods become
communities when people become neighbors.
In a recent column in The
Greenville News, Thomas Sowell argues against efforts to
integrate low-income housing
with market-rate housing. His
premise is based on his contention that “Individuals and
groups of all sorts have always
differed from one another in
many ways, throughout centuries of history and in countries
around the world. Left to themselves, people tend to sort
themselves out into communities of like-minded neighbors.”
He goes on to include mixing
renters with homeowners as an
equally bad idea.
His error, in my opinion, is
to assume that efforts to propose integrating “low-income
housing” is all about the housing, when in fact efforts for
such integration is about “families,” not just housing.
One of the biggest mistakes
HUD made over the past 30plus years was to cluster all
poverty and/or low-income

GIRLS
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tion. Change often happens
one small step at a time. I
believe even just one day of
trying to make a difference,
can indeed make a difference.
One way I am trying to
make a difference is by organizing a showing of “Girl
Rising” in Greenville. “Girl
Rising” will be shown on
Thursday, Oct. 10, at 7 p.m.
at Furman University’s Burgiss Theatre. “Girl Rising” is
a powerful film that spotlights nine girls and their
remarkable lives.
My hope is that you will
join me and choose to attend
or encourage others to at-
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Don Oglesby is the president and CEO of Homes of
Hope, a nonprofit affordable
housing developer located in
Greenville. Since 1998
Homes of Hope has developed 466 homes. For more
information go to www.homesofhope.org.

“housing” together. The other
mistake was to build such
housing at lesser-than-market
quality, including design standards. We’ve all seen examples
of those failures. Only recently
has HUD realized this and is
now encouraging the development of “mixed income”
tend and bring their family
and friends. If you cannot
attend, then I hope you will
take a few minutes to learn
more about “Girl Rising” at
www.girlrising.com. I am
convinced that by committing a few hours of your
time, you will change your
perspective, be inspired,
deepen your connection to
humanity, and make a difference. Educating girls works.
It changed my life and it can
truly change the world.
» Maurie Lawrence is a
member of Wyche, P.A. and
focuses her practice on commercial real estate and environmental and sustainability
matters. She is a graduate of
Smith College, University of
Glasgow and Georgetown
University Law Center.
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communities, and requiring
that the housing be equal-tomarket quality, including energy efficiency.
At Homes of Hope we have
developed several successful
mixed-income communities.
One such example is West
Greenville where a formerly
blighted and crime-ridden
neighborhood has been transformed into a healthy neighborhood of choice, where renters and homeowners are indistinguishable and the housing
quality is equal and energy
efficient.
The idea that somehow
income level is cultural is simply wrong. The communities
we’ve developed have proven
that. I remember growing up
in a mixed-income community
— but the irony is that I didn’t
know it at the time, because
nobody cared about anybody
else’s incomes! We were just
neighbors!
As a boy, my main concern
was avoiding the neighbors
who would tell my mamma if
they saw me getting into trou-

ble! I certainly didn’t care how
much money they made! But
those were the neighbors my
mamma wanted.
We have developed a successful model of community
development that we continue
to improve upon, and we are
completely convinced on this
element of mixing the incomes
of the communities. Families
become neighbors, not housing. And renters have proven
to be great neighbors in our
communities because we hold
them accountable for it! We
insist on our families being
good neighbors in their community.
When we give tours of the
housing we’ve built we always
tour West Greenville and also
Chicora Crest, another mixed
income development located in
the Haynie-Sirrine neighborhood just behind Scott Towers.
During the tour I explain this
concept and at some point I ask
the people on the tour to tell
me which housing is occupied
by renters and which by homeowners; which ones are for

low-income families, which are
market rate. They can never
tell me. In fact, most of the
time when they make a guess,
they guess wrong.
These two examples of successful mixed-income communities have worked because the
model works! We are now taking this model to other cities in
South Carolina. We believe that
it will work in any city, as it
has here in Greenville, as long
as all of the crucial elements
are in place for this success.
We are currently looking for
partners to expand this model
throughout S.C. with us.
Mr. Sowell’s contention that
“people tend to sort themselves into communities of like
minded neighbors” is correct!
They do indeed. His error is
assuming that incomes equate
to like-mindedness!
Please don’t buy into this old
idea that low-income “housing”
has to be isolated. We’re talking about families — not housing, and neighbors — not numbers.

SHUTDOWN

the debate. He won. Reid ignored this unmistakable message of popular opposition and
conjured a parliamentary maneuver — reconciliation — to
get around Brown.
Nothing illegal about that.
Nothing illegal about ramming
it through without a single
opposition vote. Just totally
contrary to the modern American tradition — and the constitutional decency — of undertaking major social revolutions
only with bipartisan majorities. Having stuffed Obamacare down the throats of the
GOP and the country, Democrats are now paying the price.
I don’t agree with current
Republican tactics. I thought
the defunding demand impossible and, therefore, foolish. I
thought if, nonetheless, they
insisted on making a stand, it

should not be on shutting down
the government, which voters
oppose 5-to-1, but on the debt
ceiling, which Americans favor 2-to-1 as a vehicle for restraining government.
Tactics are one thing, but
substance is another. It’s the
Democrats who have mocked
the very notion of settled law.
It’s the Democrats who voted
down the reopening of substantial parts of the government. It’s the Democrats who
gave life to a spontaneous,
authentic, small-government
opposition — aka the tea party
— with their unilateral imposition of a transformational
agenda during the brief interval when they held a monopoly of power.
That interval is over. The
current unrest is the residue of
that hubris.
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about every citizen — passed
without a single GOP vote.
Democrats insist they welcomed ideas from Republicans. Rubbish. Republicans
proposed that insurance be
purchasable across state lines.
They got nothing. They sought
tort reform. They got nothing.
Why? Because Democrats
didn’t want to offend the trial
lawyers.
Moreover, the administration was clearly warned. Republican Scott Brown ran in
the most inhospitable of states,
Massachusetts, on the explicit
promise to cast the deciding
vote blocking Obamacare. It
was January 2010, the height of
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