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as she cut the ribbon on a
home off Old Buncombe
Road. “And I, as one speak-
ing for a lot, I do appreciate
it.”
Most of the approximate-
ly $1 million that went into
the West Park develop-
mentcame fromtheNeigh-
borhood Stabilization pro-
gram under the federal
stimulus spending law.
“There is none left. We
put it all in housing.We put
it all in infrastructure,” said
Martin Livingston, execu-
tive director of the Green-

KathyWilkie is happy to
beoneof the first residents
in thenewaffordablehous-
ing units just completed by
Homes of Hope – but the
federal funding that helped
build the 11 dwellings is
either gone or threatened,
housing officials said
Tuesday.
“There’s a lot of people
that do need things like
this,” the 55-year-old disa-
bled Greenville native said

to more livable communi-
ties, Oglesby said.
The nonprofit gets
$20,000 for each home it
builds inGreenvilleCounty
or $10,000 for those built in-
side the city of Greenville –
at least some of which
comes from those grants,
he said.
“We can’t do urban infill
in Greenville at the cost of
land without that support,”
he said.
The new units, near the
intersection of Old Bun-
combe Road and Verner
Springs Road, are 704
square feet, and all are built
according to Energy Star
guidelines. The develop-

ment consists of 10 two-
story duplex units and one
single-family unit.
To qualify for Homes of
Hope housing, a person’s
incomemust be at or below
60 percent of the area
median income. The area
median income for Green-
ville County is $40,600 for
one person or $52,200 for a
family of three, according
to Jordon Weldon, director
of community relations for
Homes of Hope.
Rent on the West Park
units is $495 a month.
Homes of Hope has a
waiting list of more than
100, Oglesby said.

the construction partners.
HomesofHope, aGreen-
ville-based nonprofit orga-
nization, has provided af-
fordable housing for 324
families or individuals and
job training and mentoring
for 264 men overcoming
addictions, says Don
Oglesby, president and
CEO. This is the first such
development in the Cher-
rydale/Sans Souci area.
But proposed cuts in fed-
eral funding for Communi-
ty Development Block
Grants could have an indi-
rect negative impact on the
organization’s ability to
continue transforming
blightedneighborhoods in-

ville County Redevelop-
ment Authority. “Every-
thing that we’ve done,
we’ve been able to retain
construction jobs while
we’re going through the re-
cession.”
GCRA put up $700,000,
from stimulus money and
another federal source. Al-
together, the $2.2million in
stimulusmoneyhis agency
received paid for construc-
tion of about 50 units, he
said.
Homes of Hope bor-
rowed 20 percent of the
cost from Pinnacle Bank.
Quinn Satterfield Builders,
RCS Grading Inc., and
CCAD Engineering were

Affordable housing opens in Cherrydale area
Federal money for future Homes
of Hope projects threatened

By Ron Barnett
STAFF WRITER
rbarnett@greenvilleonline.com

Mauldin’s vision to
create a park in the center
of thecity tookastepcloser
to reality as City Council
members saw for the first
time detailed plans and
cost estimates for the park.
Thecitymaybreakdown
the park construction into
several phases as funds be-
come available.
City Council has voted to
finalize plans to create a
City Center Park that
would wrap around the
Mauldin Cultural Center
on East Butler Road and
link to the city’s Sports
Center next door.
Council will decide soon
what parts of the project to
tackle first.
Tom Keith, architect
with Arbor Engineering,
the company Mauldin
hired to draft a city park
plan, presented a list of op-
tions that includedparking,
walking trails, lighting and
improvements to create an
amphitheater.
The first stepsof theproj-
ectmay include renovating
a parking area at the front
of the cultural center and
creating awalking trail that
could stretch in a loop for
one-third of a mile around
the cultural center.
That would clean up the
entryway to the cultural
center, Keith said.
He recommended im-
provements to themost no-
ticed and frequently used
areas of the park.
Beyond the parking lot
and walking trail, the city
may next look to create a
true amphitheater on land
behind the cultural center
whereaconcrete stagewas
poured last year.
Plans show about 100
large boulders to surround
the amphitheater, giving it
a more natural look, he
said.
The city plans to usehos-
pitality and accommoda-
tions tax funds to pay for
improvements.
Now the city has more
than $1.2 million in that
fund but uses some to pay
debt used to build the
Sports Center.
City Administrator Trey
Eubanks recommended
the city use about $300,000
for the first phase of the
park project.
Further improvements
could add lights around the
walking trail, sod through-
out the park and two speed
humps on City Center
Drive.
The landscape plan the
council approved in Febru-
ary calls for two play-
grounds, restrooms and a
water featureononesideof
the cultural center. Plans
also show a memorial
along the walking paths
that leads to a public serv-
ice and veteransmemorial.
At its March 21meeting,
the council will decide
which items to include in
the first phase.

Park
plans
take
shape
Estimates, design
in on Mauldin
project
By Nathaniel Cary
STAFF WRITER
ncary@greenvilleonline.com

Church Street lane closure

GEORGE GARDNER / Staff

One northbound lane of Church Street between Augusta Street and University
Ridge remains closed to traffic.

Law enforcement agen-
cies in Greenville and
across the Upstate will re-
ceive more than $3 million
in assets seized from a
drug prosecution that has
stretched for six years.
The $3,085,386 stems
from the prosecution of 71-
year-old Charles W. Pen-
land Sr., a former Greer
used-car dealer who is
serving 10 years in federal
prison as part of a drug and
money-laundering conspir-
acy dating back to 2000,
U.S. Attorney Bill Nettles
said Tuesday.
The money will be used
to fund drug-enforcement
initiatives.
The Greenville County
Sheriff’s Office received
$295,562; the Greenville
Police Department
$495,152.
The rest will go to the
state Highway Patrol
($832,265), State Law En-
forcement Division
($181,057), the Spartan-
burg County Sheriff’s Of-
fice ($1.1 million) and the
Cherokee County Sheriff’s
Office $144,000, which
alongwith other federal or-
ganizations participated in
the prosecution.
Themoney is required to
be used to combat drug
crimes, Greenville County
Sheriff Steve Loftis said.
The funds go to pay for ex-
penses such as equipment,
K-9 force and air patrol, he
said.
The criminal forfeiture
of assets was agreed upon
when Penland entered into
a plea agreement on
charges of conspiracy to

distribute cocaine and
methamphetamine, Net-
tles said.
An investigation begun
in 2004 by multiple agen-
cies found that Penland
owned and operated High-
way 101 Auto Sales, the
Beamers restaurant and
bar, which later closed, and
in its place opened “Thee
Bunny Ranch,” Nettles
said.
Witnesses said they saw
quantities of cocaine as
early as January2000at the
building, Nettles said.
In2005, an InternalReve-
nue Service agent posed as
a buyer along with a confi-
dential informant, Nettles
said. The IRS agent told
Penland that he wanted to
buy a BMW, which Pen-
land agreed to sell for
$50,000 or three kilograms
of cocaine, Nettles said.
The IRS later returned
with a DEA agent and ne-
gotiated the purchase of a
vehicle for $50,000 cash
along with the trade of one
kilogramof cocaine for two
other vehicles, Nettles
said.
Shortly after, the IRS
gave Penland $50,000 and
the DEA gave him what
Penland believed to be one
kilogram of cocaine, Net-
tles said.
Agents soon executed a
search warrant at the auto
dealershipandatPenland’s
home in Greer, where they
found a meth lab, Nettles
said.
The money from the as-
sets that have been sold to
satisfy the forfeiture agree-
ment has been disputed
over the past four years but
has now cleared the ap-
peals process, Nettles said.

Police
agencies
to share
$3 million
Funds seized in 2005 drug case
By Eric Connor
STAFF WRITER
econnor@greenvilleonline.com
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U.S. Attorney Bill Nettles speaks during a press confe-
rence inGreenvillewhere lawenforcementwas given an
"equitable sharing check" in the amount of $3,085,386.

A 43-year-old Seneca
man was found dead next
to railroad tracks Tuesday
by a passer-by, Oconee
County Coroner Karl Ad-
dis said.
Michael J. Reid was dis-
covered in theafternoonby
a man who was looking for
aluminum cans, he said.
Addis saidauthoritiesbe-

lieve that Reid died Mon-
day night and that there
were no signs of trauma.
An autopsy is scheduled
for today to determine the
cause of death.
Authorities believe that
Reid was living near the
tracks owned byNorthfolk
Southern Railroad, Addis
said. The site is near Lind-
sey Road within the city
limits, he said.

Seneca man, 43, found
dead near railroad tracks
By E. Richard Walton
STAFF WRITER
erwalton@greenvilleonline.com

GREER — Proceeds
from the Rotary Club of
Greater Greer’s chocolate
fundraiser Saturday will
fund academic scholar-
ships to students from five
area high schools.
The fourth annual “A
Chocolate Affair” will be
from 7 until 9:30 p.m. at
Greer City Hall, 301. E
Poinsett St.
Local chefs and caterers
will createanassortmentof
decadent chocolate des-
serts in mini-sizes for all to
enjoy. Gourmet coffee,
wine and other beverages

will be served. Chamber
musicians from area high
schools will provide the
musical entertainment.
Tickets are $25 per per-
son, and all proceeds will
go to scholarships the Ro-
tary Club awards each
spring to a student from
Blue Ridge, Byrnes, Greer
and Riverside high
schools, as well as the J.
Harley Bonds Career Cen-
ter.
Committee Chairwo-
man Tammy Rhodes
hopes that enough money
will be raised to “give each
school a reasonably good
scholarship for their stu-
dent.”

In the past, schools have
received a $1,000 scholar-
ship to award studentswith
a record of academic
achievement and commun-
ity service, Rhodes said.
Participating food ven-
dors include Café Paulista
Grille, Carolina Coffee
Roasters. Culinary Com-
forts,CupcakeCouture,El-
len’s Delicatessen and Ca-
tering, Fuddruckers, Good
Life Catering, Laurenda’s
Catering, The Melting Pot
and Rivera.
Showcase Marketing is
the presenting sponsor.
For ticket information,
call 989-2439 or visit
www.greer-rotary.com.

Chocolate fundraiser sweetens
Greer Rotary scholarship pot
By Anna Lee
STAFF WRITER
zlee@greenvilleonline.com

CLEMSON – Jack Davis
lives so close to the inter-
section of Issaqueena Trail
and Cambridge Drive that
he can hear the crashes at
the intersection on what a
new Clemson Police De-
partment study calls the
college town’s most dange-
rous stretch of road.
“It’s a skewed intersec-
tion. “No one’s been killed
there – yet,” Davis said.
“There have been several
bad wrecks there.”
Daviswants a traffic light
installed at the intersection
to improve safety.
When contacted by
GreenvilleOnline.com,
Eric Dillon district traffic
engineer for the state De-
partment of Transporta-

tion, said he is aware of the
odd-angled intersection in
the growing, predominant-
ly residential area of the
city.
“Maybe it is time to do a
new study there and see
what is needed,” Dillon
said. “We will contact the
city and see what data they
have.”
Astudywoulddetermine
what type of improvement,
if any, is needed, Dillon
said. Possibilities include
lane improvements, “T-
ing” the intersection, im-
proving the angle of the
turn, turn lanes, or adding
warning signs, a four-way
stop or a traffic signal.
The new city police colli-
sion report shows 12
wrecks on the stretch of Is-
saqueena just north of U.S.
123 that includes the Cam-

bridge intersection during
2010. Eight involved inju-
ries.
“Collisions are increas-
ing enough that it is caus-
ing me some concerns,”
said Capt. Jeff Stone, head
of the Police Department’s
highway safety unit. “Cam-
bridge Drive is the most
dangerous intersection on
Issaqueena Trail.”
At least two-thirds to
three-fourths of the Issa-
queena wrecks were at
Cambridge, Stone said.
In addition to the awk-
ward angle of the intersec-
tion, visibility is limited
comingsouth fromState93
towardU.S.123,Stonesaid.
The new police report
shows a total of 376 colli-
sions investigated in 2010,
an average of 31 a month.

Residents riled over
Issaqueena-Cambridge
By Anna Simon
CLEMSON BUREAU
asimon@greenvilleonline.com
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