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Affordable housing opens in Cherrydale area
Federal money for future Homes
of Hope projects threatened
By Ron Barnett
STAFF WRITER

rbarnett@greenvilleonline.com

Kathy Wilkie is happy to
be one of the first residents
in the new affordable housing units just completed by
Homes of Hope – but the
federal funding that helped
build the 11 dwellings is
either gone or threatened,
housing officials said
Tuesday.
“There’s a lot of people
that do need things like
this,” the 55-year-old disabled Greenville native said

Park
plans
take
shape

as she cut the ribbon on a
home off Old Buncombe
Road. “And I, as one speaking for a lot, I do appreciate
it.”
Most of the approximately $1 million that went into
the West Park development came from the Neighborhood Stabilization program under the federal
stimulus spending law.
“There is none left. We
put it all in housing. We put
it all in infrastructure,” said
Martin Livingston, executive director of the Green-

ville County Redevelopment Authority. “Everything that we’ve done,
we’ve been able to retain
construction jobs while
we’re going through the recession.”
GCRA put up $700,000,
from stimulus money and
another federal source. Altogether, the $2.2 million in
stimulus money his agency
received paid for construction of about 50 units, he
said.
Homes of Hope borrowed 20 percent of the
cost from Pinnacle Bank.
Quinn Satterfield Builders,
RCS Grading Inc., and
CCAD Engineering were

the construction partners.
Homes of Hope, a Greenville-based nonprofit organization, has provided affordable housing for 324
families or individuals and
job training and mentoring
for 264 men overcoming
addictions, says Don
Oglesby, president and
CEO. This is the first such
development in the Cherrydale/Sans Souci area.
But proposed cuts in federal funding for Community Development Block
Grants could have an indirect negative impact on the
organization’s ability to
continue
transforming
blighted neighborhoods in-

Church Street lane closure

Estimates, design
in on Mauldin
project

to more livable communities, Oglesby said.
The nonprofit gets
$20,000 for each home it
builds in Greenville County
or $10,000 for those built inside the city of Greenville –
at least some of which
comes from those grants,
he said.
“We can’t do urban infill
in Greenville at the cost of
land without that support,”
he said.
The new units, near the
intersection of Old Buncombe Road and Verner
Springs Road, are 704
square feet, and all are built
according to Energy Star
guidelines. The develop-

ment consists of 10 twostory duplex units and one
single-family unit.
To qualify for Homes of
Hope housing, a person’s
income must be at or below
60 percent of the area
median income. The area
median income for Greenville County is $40,600 for
one person or $52,200 for a
family of three, according
to Jordon Weldon, director
of community relations for
Homes of Hope.
Rent on the West Park
units is $495 a month.
Homes of Hope has a
waiting list of more than
100, Oglesby said.

Police
agencies
to share
$3 million
Funds seized in 2005 drug case

By Nathaniel Cary
STAFF WRITER

ncary@greenvilleonline.com

Mauldin’s vision to
create a park in the center
of the city took a step closer
to reality as City Council
members saw for the first
time detailed plans and
cost estimates for the park.
The city may break down
the park construction into
several phases as funds become available.
City Council has voted to
finalize plans to create a
City Center Park that
would wrap around the
Mauldin Cultural Center
on East Butler Road and
link to the city’s Sports
Center next door.
Council will decide soon
what parts of the project to
tackle first.
Tom Keith, architect
with Arbor Engineering,
the company Mauldin
hired to draft a city park
GEORGE GARDNER / Staff
plan, presented a list of opOne northbound lane of Church Street between Augusta Street and University
tions that included parking,
Ridge remains closed to traffic.
walking trails, lighting and
improvements to create an
amphitheater.
The first steps of the project may include renovating
a parking area at the front
of the cultural center and
creating
a walking(c)
trail2011
that The Greenville News $$edition
Copyright
could stretch in a loop for
one-third of a mile around
By Anna Simon
tion, said he is aware of the bridge intersection during
the cultural center.

Residents riled over
Issaqueena-Cambridge

distribute cocaine and
methamphetamine, Nettles said.
An investigation begun
Law enforcement agencies in Greenville and in 2004 by multiple agenacross the Upstate will re- cies found that Penland
ceive more than $3 million owned and operated Highin assets seized from a way 101 Auto Sales, the
drug prosecution that has Beamers restaurant and
bar, which later closed, and
stretched for six years.
The $3,085,386 stems in its place opened “Thee
from the prosecution of 71- Bunny Ranch,” Nettles
year-old Charles W. Pen- said.
Witnesses said they saw
land Sr., a former Greer
used-car dealer who is quantities of cocaine as
serving 10 years in federal early as January 2000 at the
prison as part of a drug and building, Nettles said.
In 2005, an Internal Revemoney-laundering conspiracy dating back to 2000, nue Service agent posed as
U.S. Attorney Bill Nettles a buyer along with a confidential informant, Nettles
said Tuesday.
The money will be used said. The IRS agent told
to fund drug-enforcement Penland that he wanted to
buy a BMW, which Peninitiatives.
The Greenville County land agreed to sell for
Sheriff’s Office received $50,000 or three kilograms
$295,562; the Greenville of cocaine, Nettles said.
The IRS later returned
Police
Department
with a DEA agent and ne$495,152.
The rest will go to the gotiated the purchase of a
state Highway Patrol vehicle for $50,000 cash
($832,265), State Law En- along with the trade of one
forcement
Division kilogram of cocaine for two
($181,057), the Spartan- other vehicles, Nettles
burg County Sheriff’s Of- said.
Shortly after, the IRS
fice ($1.1 million) and the
Cherokee County Sheriff’s gave Penland $50,000 and
March
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the DEAbygave
him what
Office 2,$144,000,
along with other federal or- Penland believed to be one
ganizations participated in kilogram of cocaine, NetBy Eric Connor
STAFF WRITER

econnor@greenvilleonline.com

