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thanks to a partnership
among the city of Greer,
the Greer Commission of
Public Works and Main
Street Wireless.
Coverage extends down

Trade, Poinsett, Randall

GREER — Visitors to
downtownGreerand its12-
acre City Park can now ac-
cess free wireless Internet

through excess lease pur-
chase money, said Steve
Owens, city spokesman.
Greer CPW is providing

the Internet access and
Main Street Wireless pro-
vided free installation in ex-
change for a web portal
that will reflect the three
partnerships whenever
someone logs into the sys-

tem, Owens said.
MainStreetWirelesshas

also provided free public
Wi-Fi in downtown Green-
ville for the last five years at
no cost to the city or the us-
er through a similar agree-
ment.

how far it is from the three
transmitters installed at dif-
ferent points downtown.
Folks will be able to re-

ceive speeds of up to 3MG
downloads, which is “your
basic DSL service,” Ces-
trone said.
The city of Greer paid

about $2,600 for the wire-
less equipment, funding it

and Main streets and
across the City Park area,
according to Mike Ces-
trone, general manager of
Greenville-based Main
Street Wireless.
While theWi-Fi is intend-

ed foroutsideuse, its signal
could bleed indoors, de-
pendingon the locationof a
business or residence and

Downtown Greer is new wireless hotspot
Outdoor coverage may extend
indoors in some spots

By Anna Lee
STAFF WRITER
zlee@greenvilleonline.com

■ Anna Lee can be reached
at 298-4246.

Mariam Matossian is
right: Youdidn’t have toun-
derstand theArmenian lan-
guage to be captivated by
the Canadian-Armenian
singer’s highly syncopated
music at Centre Stage Sat-
urday night.
Matossian’s songs, all

sung in Armenian, are so
tuneful and rhythmically vi-
brant that it’s impossible to
resist their contagious en-
ergy and spirit of exhilara-
tion. Matossian, now a
Greenville resident, deliv-
ered her traditional and
original songs with a silky,
emotion-filled soprano.
Her entrance was exqui-

site: She sang a mournful,

long-lined tune accompa-
nied only by the superb
oud (a fretless lute) player
John Berberian.
Throughout the night,

Matossian offered equally
haunting melodies of loss,
alternating those with up-
tempo songs of love and
joy.
The more animated

songs such as “With the
Larks,” “A Bride’s Song”
and “Armenian Girls” in-
spired the audience to clap
in time – and dance even
while seated.
Matossian was an en-

gaging host, at one point
telling the poignant story
of how her grandmother

survived the 1915 Arme-
nian genocide, journeying
with her family to Syria.
The only possessions they
took were the family Bible
and their songs.
Matossian’s mother

passed on those songs to
her as well as her grand-
mother’s name, Mariam.
The concert benefitted

tremendously fromMatos-
sian’s talentedandversatile
musical guests: In addition
toBerberian, therewas the
fine Sarkis Chorbadjian on
the duduk (an ancient Ar-
menian double reed instru-
ment) and the impressive
Asheville-based trio Free
Planet Radio.
Berberian, backed by

the hard-charging Free
Planet Radio, offered some

particularly fiery riffs in the
instrumental number
“Laz,” an ebullient dance in
7/8 time.
It has been two years

since Matossian was last
heard in Greenville. That’s
too long. Here’s hoping
that Matossian will per-
form here again soon.
What a delight, inciden-

tally, to hear some interna-
tional music in Greenville.
We have too little of that
here.
Early deadlines forced

your reviewer to leave be-
fore the concert ended. As
I exited, Matossian had a
good portion of the audi-
ence on stage, moving to a
joyous Armenian version
of a line dance.

Matossian offers captivating songs of loss, love
By Paul Hyde
ARTS WRITER
phyde@greenvillenews.com

MUSIC REVIEW

Helping out Fountain Inn firefighters
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Fountain InnMayor Gary Long, left, and Fountain Inn Fire Chief DaleWatson, second from right, thank Grainger
officials for the $10,000 grant check from the company at the Fountain Inn City Council meeting.

HomesofHope, aGreen-
ville nonprofit organiza-
tion, is taking its brand of
affordablehousing toother
communities in the state.
The organization is ven-

turing into Anderson,
where it isbuilding five ren-
tal units for now, and to
Berkeley County, where it
will build three single-fami-
ly homes, according to
Home of Home spokes-
man Jordon Weldon and
DonOglesby, the organiza-
tion’s president and chief
executive officer.
The organization also

will aid development in
Spartanburg, Oglesby
said.
Homes of Hope has pro-

vided housing for 324 fami-
lies or individuals and job
training and mentoring for
264 men overcoming ad-
dictions since its inception
in 1998.
The organization was in-

vited to go into Anderson,
Spartanburg and Berkeley
counties to do what it has
done in Greenville – help
revive low-income neigh-
borhoods and provide af-
fordable housing, Oglesby
said.
Oglesby said the orga-

nization isn’t leaving
Greenville and has no
plans to open up new of-
fices in other locations just
yet.
But, “We are going to

want to partner with agen-
cies that do the services
and provide that support
for the families that we do
here in Greenville so that
we’re not just building
houses. Like our motto
says, ‘it’s not just about
houses, it’s about lives.’”
Weldon said the organiz-

ation still is committed to
the Greenville community
and is developing several
sites in theWestGreenville
area. Six of those units in-
clude rental options.

Homes of Hope
expanding in Upstate
By Angelia Davis
STAFF WRITER
adavis@greenvilleonline.com

Fountain Inn unveiled
plans for a dramatic foun-
tain and park along Main
Street near the city’s Depot
Street development that
could turn a mostly empty
space into a key attraction
in the city’s downtown
transformation.
From Main Street, peo-

ple in cars and on foot
would see a brick patio sur-
rounding a rock-faced
fountain with multiple
shoots of water splashing
into a pool. At its center, a
sculpture may become the
focal point of the park locat-
ed on the corner of Jones
and Main streets where a
small fountain and gazebo
sits now.
Fountain Innhasworked

the latestpark-likespace in-
to an overall streetscape
plan forDepot Street that is
currently underway, said
Fountain Inn City Adminis-
trator Eddie Case.
The Fountain Inn Rotary

Club is considering taking
the project on as a fund-
raiser, and theparkmaybe-
come known as Rotary
Park, Case said.
From Depot Street near

the Fountain Inn Farmers
Market, a brick walkway
would lead past grass and
landscaping and would
open up to a brick patio
leading to a set of steps at
the fountain’s edge.
A concept plan shows ar-

bors with swings on either
side of the space with trees
set as a backdrop.
“It’s going to be much

better than what we have

now,” said Fountain Inn
Mayor Gary Long. “It’s go-
ing to be an eye-opener for
the southern part (of Main
Street).”
The city plans to incorpo-

rate the fountain’s cost into
its bid for streetscape im-
provements this spring.
Case told the council at

the plan’s unveiling that he
thought it could be built
within the city’s Depot
Street budget.
The plan received a posi-

tive response from the
council, which voted to ac-
cept the design plans creat-
ed by Arbor Engineering,
the same firm that de-
signed the Depot Street
plan.
“If you’re going to do it,

do it right,” said Council-
man Berry Woods.
The citymay invest up to

$1.8 million in streetscape
and landscape improve-
ments surrounding its $2
million chamber of com-
merce, history museum
and farmers market pavil-
ion that opened last fall.
The makeover would

create a new park between
the farmer’s market and
building on Depot Street
and would transform De-
pot Street into a tree-lined
street with wide sidewalks,
additional parking, decora-
tive streetlights and a lawn
area with an amphitheater
stage.
Duke Energy is complet-

ing work to bury power
lines along the street the
city hopes to have land-
scaping completed around
the museum and chamber
building in thespring,Case
has said.

Fountain
may splash
down in
new FI park
By Nathaniel Cary
STAFF WRITER
ncary@greenvilleonline.com
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An artist’s rendering of the fountain for the Depot Street
plan.

When the old Cone Ele-
mentary closed down,
nearby homeowner Sonja
Goosby began to pray that
something positive would
fill its space.
Goosby believes that a

64-unit apartment com-
munity planned for the site
is the answer to her
prayers.
The Parker @ Cone is a

$7.6 million, low-income
housing, tax-credit devel-
opment that will replace
the old school.
The project involves a

partnership between Crea-
tive Builders Inc., the
Greenville County Rede-
velopment Authority, and
the State Housing Finance
and Development Authori-
ty.
Taylor Davis, the com-

munity’s developer and
president of N & H Enter-
prise Inc. in Greenville,

said the apartments will be
“market rate” and benefi-
cial to the greater Green-
ville community.
“I’m very optimistic that

this type product is very
much needed. Affordable
housing is lacking in many
communities and Green-
ville is certainly no differ-
ent,” Davis said. “This is
serving a population that
desperately needs afforda-
ble housing, folks that are
makingup to $31,000 a year
but can’t afford to pay
$1,000 in rent and expens-
es.”
The community, which

will have an urban-style
feel, will have one-, two-,
and three-bedroom units.
The proposed rents will
range from $435 for a 960-
square-foot unit and up to
$715 for a 1,270 square-foot
unit.
The amenities include a

clubhouse, tot lot, play-
groundandagazebo. Itwill
also have on-site leasing
and management staff.

Will McCauley, presi-
dent of Creative Builders
Inc., said the apartments
will have Energy Star ap-
pliances and there are ef-
forts under way to make it
the second Leadership in
Energy andEnvironmental
Design (LEED) certified
multi-family development
in thestate.Theothercerti-
fied multi-family develop-
ment is in Charleston, he
said.
The old Cone Elemen-

tary School at 50 Blease St.
near Cedar Lane Road was
vacated in 2004, according
to Oby Lyles, spokesman
for Greenville County
schools.
Goosby, who’s lived near

the school for 14 years and
has a son who was a stu-
dent there, said the build-
inghadbecomeaneyesore
and was depressing resi-
dential property values.
“We have Habitat (for

Humanity) homes. We
built our houses with our

hands so we really try to
take care of ourselves and
the neighborhood,” she
said. “I’m an advocate for
anything that’s good that’s
going to boost up this
neighborhood.”
That’s what she and

others believe will be the
result of The Parker @
Cone.
Hector Rodriguez, who

co-pastors a Spanish-lan-
guage church near the
school site, believes the
new apartment community
will bring quality to the
area.
“It will be like a 360-de-

gree change in this area
andwe are glad that we are
going tohave agoodneigh-
bor,” Rodriguez said. “This
is something that we have
been waiting for because
this building has been in
our backyard. It’s going to
be nice.”

Residents eager for development
By Angelia Davis
STAFF WRITER
adavis@greenvilleonline.com

■ Staff writer Angelia Davis
can be reached at 298-4276.

LIBERTY —Mayor
Brian Deese said the city
will withdraw from curb-
side and cardboard recy-
cling with other municipal-
ities in the county and take
over its own recycling.
They will begin April 1,

and the hope is to raise
more money and expand
recycling, Deese said.
“After looking at it we

feel like we can increase
our revenuestreambyhan-
dling it ourselves because
we do have the necessary
manpower and equipment
to do it, and so we opted
out,” he said.

The cities of Pickens,
Liberty, Six Mile, Norris
and Central share a curb-
side recycling truck, said
Pickens County Adminis-
trator Chappell Hurst, add-
ing that those cities along
with Clemson and Easley
share a truck for card-
board recycling.
Deese said Liberty could

generate about $15,000 in
additional revenue in one
year by taking over its own
recycling.
“We can always opt back

in, but I thought I’d give it
at least a (fiscal) quarter or
a year to try and see if the
numbers that I’ve put to-
gether will actually
generate the revenue that

we think it will,” he said.
He said current Public

Works employees will han-
dle the recycling without
the need for additional
staff.
“Everything will remain

the same,”Deese said. “We
hope our constituents will
not even notice a differ-
ence…collect on the same
days, everythingwill be the
same except we’ll be han-
dling it.”
Hurst said the county op-

erates the trucks for the
municipalities in a joint
agreement for curbside
andcardboard.Countyem-
ployees drive the trucks,
and the municipalities pay
for the drivers, he said.

Pickens city Administra-
torKatherineBrackett said
her city will continue with
what it’s been doing. “It ac-
tually might help reduce
the price” for the city, she
said.
Deese said there is no

charge for the curbside or
cardboard recycling in Lib-
erty.
In addition, the city has a

recycling drop-off center
on Hedgepath Street that
accepts oil for recycling.
Deese said the car oil

and gasoline-oil mix recy-
cling has already started
and recycling for cooking
and vegetable oil should be
ready by April 1.

Liberty to try recycling program on its own
By Julie Howle
STAFF WRITER
jhowle@greenvilleonline.com
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