HOME GROUP
DISCUSSION GUIDE
READ 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
DISCUSS the passage together.
1/ Did you have an influential person “name” you ever? Could be a caregiver, a parent, a
friend. How has that “name” influenced the way you navigate life, for good or ill?
2/ Why might meditating on the greetings in the New Testament letters (like our first 9 verses
in 1 Corinthians) be a good idea if you struggle with your identity?
3/ How does Paul identify the church in Corinth? How is this shocking in light of what Paul
addresses later in the letter? Here is a quote from Kenneth Bailey that summarizes the state of
the Corinthian church: “They were getting drunk at Holy Communion and shouting insults at
each other. One of them was sleeping with his mother-in-law… They had split into factions,
and some thought that polished language was more important than historical realities like
the cross… Yet Paul called them “saints.” Remarkable! Clearly for Paul, “a saint” meant a
person who had received the Holy Spirit and not a person who had reached some undefined
stratospheric level of piety. The troublesome Corinthians were saints!”
4/ Where does “grace and peace” come from according to v. 3? Why is this important?
5/ If God is our Father, how does that change the way we live as Christians? How does this
challenge our false identities?
6/ In vv. 4-9 Paul is grateful for the church - what in particular is he grateful for? Do you see
these gifts in your life? Share!
7/ How can we stand guiltless before a holy God (vv. 8-9)? Read Colossians 1:22 for help.
8/ Maybe the greatest thing about our identity in Christ is in v. 9 - we are children of a faithful
God. How does this give you rest?
APPLY the text to your life (these questions from Redeemer might help).
1/ How can I praise him?
2/ How can I confess my sins on the basis of this text?
3/ If this is really true, what wrong behavior, what harmful emotions or false attitudes result in
me when I forget this?
4/ What should I be aspiring to on the basis of this text?
5/ God, why are you telling me this today?

PRAY together for the things you just shared, and also for anything else in your life.

