READ Nehemiah 5

HOME GROUP
DISCUSSION GUIDE

DISCUSS the passage together.
1/ Scholar Gary Williams read all the literature available on Nehemiah 5 and noticed that 1st
world writers drew from it lessons about leadership, family planning, anger management,
etc. 3rd world writers on the other hand noticed and were helped by the call to justice and
generosity. Why such a difference?
2/ What is the problem in Jerusalem according to vv. 1-5? Why does Nehemiah get so angry?
3/ Unpack the steps that Nehemiah takes to respond to the injustice and disobedience?
4/ Read Leviticus 25:35-36; Leviticus 25:39; and Deuteronomy 15:4-11. How were the nobles
actually disobeying God’s word?
5/ What can we learn about the nature of repentance in Nehemiah 5:8-11?
6/ How does Nehemiah go beyond mere words of repentance in vv. 14-19? How does that
challenge you?
7/ Tim Keller writes: “Christians may disagree about the particular political approach to the
problems of injustice. But all Christians must be characterized by 1) their passion for justice,
and 2) their personal commitment to ameliorate injustice through personal giving, sacrifice,
and generosity.” How does this description of the Christian life challenge you?
8/ Who is “crying out” around us whom we might be tempted to “zone out?” What are some
concrete ways your family or home group can offer immediate help? Longer term help?
Structural reform?
9/ Why is Jesus, the greater Nehemiah, required for this pursuit of justice and mercy to work
out in our community?
APPLY the text to your life (these questions from Redeemer might help).
1/ How can I praise him?
2/ How can I confess my sins on the basis of this text?
3/ If this is really true, what wrong behavior, what harmful emotions or false attitudes result in
me when I forget this?
4/ What should I be aspiring to on the basis of this text?
5/ God, why are you telling me this today?
PRAY together for the things you just shared, and also for anything else in your life.

