
 
 

READ Philippians 2:12-18 

SHARE words, phrases, truths that stuck out to you; any questions you have; new insights.  

DISCUSS the passage together. 
1/ Late author David Foster Wallace wrote: “In the day-to-day trenches of adult life, there is 
actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such thing as not worshipping. Everybody 
worships. The only choice we get is what to worship. And an outstanding reason for choosing 
some sort of God or spiritual-type thing to worship… is that pretty much anything else you 
worship will eat you alive. If you worship money and things — if they are where you tap real 
meaning in life — then you will never have enough… Worship your own body and beauty 
and sexual allure and you will always feel ugly, and when time and age start showing, you 
will die a million deaths before they finally plant you… Worship power — you will feel weak 
and afraid, and you will need ever more power over others to keep the fear at bay. Worship 
your intellect, being seen as smart — you will end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the 
verge of being found out. And so on.” Discuss how his observations might ring true to your 
experience.  

2/ vv. 12 and 13 describe a balanced view of Christian obedience. Describe how our 
obedience to God gets out of balance if one verse is emphasized over another.  

3/ What does obedience look like if both v. 12 and 13 are equally emphasized.  

4/ Jerram Barrs says self-righteousness is ugly, but righteousness is beautiful. How is the 
description of Christian community in vv. 14-16 beautiful? (Imagine these verses coming to 
life in your home group, for example.) 

5/ Paul says “therefore…” after the great Jesus song in vv. 5-11. How does the finished work of 
Jesus described in 2:5-11 empower obedience?  

APPLY the text to your life (these questions from Redeemer NYC might help). 
1/ How can I praise him? 

2/ How can I confess my sins on the basis of this text? 

3/ If this is really true, what wrong behavior, what harmful emotions or false attitudes result in 
me when I forget this? 

4/ What should I be aspiring to on the basis of this text? 

5/ God, why are you telling me this today? 

PRAY together for the things you just shared, and also for anything else in your life. 
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