
Day 1

Go to Studio252.tv and watch this 
week’s episode of The So & So Show.

 Click on Fun2Watch! then The So & 
So Show.

Even if you already saw it at church, 
feel free to check it out again!

SO & SO TOP 3

After watching, write one thing that:

1. You liked: 

2. You learned: 

3. You’d like to know: 

Preteen Week 1

Where
do you see

God’s 
creativity?

Journal

Spend some time thinking about 
the question below and journal your 
thoughts or share them with a parent.

Download the free Parent Cue App
AVAIL ABLE FOR IOS AN D AN DROID DE VICES



Day 2

Read Genesis 1–2:3

 As you read Genesis 1–2:3, circle 
every noun that is something God 
created (e.g., land, trees, bird, etc.).

It’s truly amazing to think about there 
being nothing, and then God spoke and 
there was everything! From the vastness 
of creating the sun and stars, to the tini-
est details in creating ants and seahors-
es, He created it all!

Look over the words you circled. 
Which of these parts of creation are your 
most favorite? If you chose trees, what’s 
your favorite kind of tree? If you chose 
wild animals, which one is your favorite? 
Take a minute to thank God for your fa-
vorite creations and don’t forget to thank 
Him for creating you too!

Day 4

There’s no limit to God’s creativity. 

He created galaxies so big we cannot 
even imagine them, and He created the 
small amino acids which come together 
to make peptides  which when combined 
with other chemicals become cells: the 
building blocks of all of life! 

Grab a friend and play the opposite 
game. But in this version, take turns 
naming parts of God’s creation that are 
massive versus tiny. Keep going as long 
as you can—until you can’t think of any 
more, then switch sizes until you run out 
of ideas again.

Did you finally get stumped? Guess 
what? God never runs out of ideas or cre-
ativity! Isn’t that incredible? High-five 
your friend for playing the game with 
you, and each of you commit to finding 
another friend to play the opposite game 
with this week. It’s a great way to share 
God’s limitless creativity with others!

Day 3

One important part of talking to God 
is thanking Him for His gifts to us. It’s 
easy to take the things we see every 
day for granted. 

We might go visit the Grand Canyon and 
whisper, “Wow, God” as we take in the 
endless views. Or we might sit on the 
sand at the beach and think about how 
big God is as the water stretches on for 
miles and miles, and thank Him for cre-
ating the ocean. 

But what about the ladybug that lands 
on our bike handlebars as we ride to our 
friend’s house? Or the colorful tree that 
sits right outside our bedroom window? 
Each of these creations was made by our 
God; Who has limitless creativity. 

Take a couple of minutes to thank 
God for His creations that are a part 
of your everyday life. And then as you 
go throughout your day today, keep the 
gratitude prayer going. Every time you 
notice something that God made, thank 
Him for using His creativity to make 
such an amazing world!

Day 5

Set a timer today and go outside 
at different times with a journal (or 
piece of paper) and pen in hand. (If 
you’re reading this late in the day 
or at night, try doing this tomorrow 
instead.) 

Start by going out early in the morning. 
Look and listen. Write down something 
you observe about God’s creation. 

Try going out again around lunch-
time. Maybe even take your lunch out-
side if you can. What seems different? 
Do you notice anything new? Then go 
out again closer to dinnertime. What 
sounds do you hear? Does the light hit 
anything differently than it did early this 
morning?

Lastly, go out after dark. (You can 
take a parent or a flashlight—or both—
if you’d like.) You may not be able to see 
much on the ground, but what do you 
see in the sky? And what sounds do you 
hear filling up the night air? 

Go inside and write down your 
thoughts about God’s creation after ob-
serving it for an entire day. What was 
your favorite time of day to observe? 
Make it a goal to get outside that time of 
day as much as possible so you can soak 
up God’s creativity!

P.S. Did you enjoy paying attention to the 
details of God’s creation? “How Great Is 
our God” by Louie Giglio has some other 
great ideas for soaking up God’s creativi-
ty. See page 38-39 for one example!
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Day 2

Read Ephesians 2:10

As you read Ephesians 2:10, 
underline the words that indicate 
something that God did. Then circle 
the thing we’re supposed to do. Use 
those words to solve this puzzle.

We were  by God.

We were  in Jesus.

God prepared  

for us to do.

Made, created, good works…these are in-
spiring words, aren’t they? How amazing 
does it make you feel to know that the 
same God who created the planets and 
the oceans and every animal that exists 
has a creative, good work for you to do? 
God created you, so you can be creative.

Day 4

Do you know how you’re creative?

Even if you know you’re good at singing 
or painting, there may be some other 
less obvious ways you’re creative too—
and all of your creativity can be used to 
show others how much God loves them!

You can also help others uncover their 
creativity. Make a list of two or three 
family members or friends who you 
think are really creative, but they may 
not know it. Write their name and how 
you see them as creative, as well as one or 
two ways they might be able to use that 
creativity for good.

Pick at least one of the names and go 
tell them what you’ve written! You can 
tell them in person, write them a note or 
card, or ask a parent if you can write an 
email or text to your friend. You can start 
your message or conversation like this:

Hey, , I was chal-

lenged in my GodTimes devotional to think 

of someone who is creative, and I thought 

of you! I love how God made you good at 

. I was thinking 

how great it is that you can use that creativity 

to  and show people 

how great God is! 

Day 3

You may have always believed you 
were creative, but many of us don’t 
feel that way about ourselves. Or 
even if we believe we’re creative, it’s 
tempting to compare our creativity to 
other’s and we feel we come up short.

God reminds us in Ephesians that He cre-
ated each one of us with a specific gifts 
and plans in mind. He has good works 
planned for you that only you can do.

Pick one of the prayers below that 
matches how you feel about yourself 
and creativity. Fill in the blanks, and 
then read the prayer out loud. Try to 
start every day this week praying this 
prayer, and then sit back and see what 
good works God puts in your path for 
you to do with your own creative flair!

Dear God, sometimes I don’t feel creative. I 

know I’m good at , but 

I also know there are other people who are 

better at it than I am. Help me see my creativ-

ity. Show me how I can use the gifts you’ve 

given me to do good works. In Jesus’ name, 

I pray. Amen.

Dear God, thank You for giving me the gift 

of . I want to 

use this gift not just so people will think 

I’m good at it, but to help other people 

 and show them Your 

love. Help me to remember that my creativi-

ty isn’t about me, but about showing people 

how creative You are and how much You love 

them. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.

Day 5

Have you ever thought about how 
much earthworms can accomplish 
without any legs, arms or even eyes?!

They can find their way underground 
by sensing the warmth of the sun and 
moving away from it, and once under-
ground, they use their slinky bodies to 
churn up the soil, making holes for the 
sun and rain to enter, which makes the 
soil healthy for growing grass, plants, 
flowers and even fruit and vegetables! 

An earthworm does a lot, but we have 
way more at our disposal to do good 
things on this planet. Besides having 
limbs and organs that the worm doesn’t 
have, God has given each one of us our 
own special brand of creativity. Today, 
put that creativity to use, and try to use 
each part of your body for good.

Your mind: Help someone younger 
than you solve a problem.

Your mouth: Say something encourag-
ing to someone that you find hard to like 
sometimes.

Your hands: Do a chore that isn’t 
yours—bonus points if you find a cre-
ative way to get it done faster (but still 
do a good job!).

Your feet: Walk to a neighbor’s house 
(with your parent’s permission) and 
deliver something you made: cookies, a 
piece of art, or a bouquet of flowers you 
picked (with permission again!).

Learn more about how God made earth-
worms to play an important role in our 
world on page 104 of “How Great Is Our 
God” by Louie Giglio.
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Day 2

Read Esther 4

So much was on the line for Esther. If 
she stayed silent and just let things 
happen, an entire nation of people, 
her people, might get wiped out. But 
if she spoke up, she might be the one 
who died.

And then Esther’s cousin Mordecai puts 
it all in perspective for her in chapter 4, 
verses 12-14: 12When Esther’s words were 
reported to Mordecai, 13he sent back this 
answer: “Do not think that because 
you are in the king’s house you alone 
of all the Jews will escape. 14For if you 
remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance for the Jews will arise 
from another place, but you and your 
father’s family will perish. And who 
knows but that you have come to your 
royal position for such a time as this?”  
(NIrV)

You’ve heard of the phrase “mic drop,” 
right? It’s something to say when some-
one has said something so deep, so right, 
that there’s really nothing else that can 
be said. Underline the sentence that is 
the “mic drop” moment above.

Did you underline verse 14? Everything 
Mordecai said was right and wise, but 
that last sentence really summed it all 
up. The truth is, it was pretty surprising 
that Esther, a poor unknown girl whose 
parents had died, had been given the role 
of queen in a foreign nation. But God had 
a plan all along, and His purpose for Es-
ther’s life was to save His people with her 
creativity and courage.

Day 4

Do you ever wonder what your 
purpose is? Many people do!

But often the people around us see us 
better than we see ourselves, so today, 
put on your reporter hat and go ask at 
least five people these questions. 

1. What is one thing you think I’m re-
ally good at?

2. What is something I’m really good at 
that can help others? (It might be the 
same as #1, or could be different.)

3.  What is a role I play, or activity I’m 
involved with, that could be used for 
others?

4.  How do you think God might use me 
to make the world a better place?

5.  What is one thing I can do to devel-
op my creativity in this area?

Write down what they say because 
you’ll use it tomorrow!

Day 3

God used Esther’s cousin Mordecai 
to encourage her to live out her 
purpose: to save the Jewish people.

But even though Esther knew it was the 
right thing to do, it was scary. So before 
she did anything else, Esther stopped to 
pray. Check out Esther 4:15-16. “Then 
Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 
16“Go, gather together all the Jews 
who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do 
not eat or drink for three days, night 
or day. I and my attendants will fast as 
you do. When this is done, I will go to 
the king, even though it is against the 
law. And if I perish, I perish.” (NIrV)

Time was ticking, and Haman’s evil 
plan was taking shape, but still, Esther 
knew that taking time to talk to God 
before anything else was important. In 
fact, she didn’t just pray, she also gave 
up food for three days, and she asked her 
servants, Mordecai, and all the Jewish 
people to join her in fasting and prayer.

You may or may not know what pur-
pose God has for your life right now. 
But in either case, starting your day by 
talking to God is always the right move. 
Praying isn’t the only purpose God has 
for you, but it is the first thing. Talk to 
God right now and ask Him for guid-
ance and wisdom to discover what His 
purpose is for your life and courage to 
follow through.

Day 5

Sometimes as a kid, it’s hard to 
imagine what your purpose might be.

Especially when you hear a story like 
Queen Esther’s. Sure, it’s incredible and 
inspiring, but it also is a little bit intim-
idating, right?

But the good news is, Esther wasn’t 
born a queen. And she didn’t wake up 
one day with the courage to save a nation 
either. God used every bit of her life—her 
challenges, her creativity, her gifts, her 
relatives, her friends, her servants—to 
prepare her for His purpose. And by liv-
ing out her purpose every day from child 
to queen, she was ready for her biggest 
calling of all.

Take your list from yesterday—the 
things that others said they saw in you, 
and pick one of those things you can fo-
cus on today. Maybe it means looking 
up some YouTube videos to get better 
at something in an area where you’re 
already naturally talented. Or maybe it 
means being intentional about your en-
couraging words and paying attention to 
the effect they have on others. Tomor-
row, pick another thing, and so on, un-
til you’ve spent one day being mindful 
about the gift/role/creativity each person 
saw in you. As you start to see God’s pur-
pose more and more, thank Him for put-
ting you in just the right spot to do great 
things for Him and the people He loves.

Esther and creation have even more in 
common! Check out pages 6-7 of “How 
Great Is Our God” by Louie Giglio and 
see what Esther and the Earth can teach 
us about God’s plan.
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Day 2

Read Mark 2:1-5

Get two different colored pencils, pens, 
or markers and underline Mark 2:1-5 this 
way:

 �Use one color for all of the obstacles 
the paralyzed man faced in this 
story.

 �  Use the other color for all the co-
operation and creativity the man’s 
friends used in getting him to Jesus.

Even though the man faced several ob-
stacles in getting to Jesus: not being able 
to walk, Jesus being inside a house, and 
crowds blocking the way, the man had 
one thing going for him: friends who 
worked together to help him.

Now read verses 11 and 12 and see how 
this man’s life was changed because his 
friends worked together. And beyond 
that, everyone who saw the miracle 
Jesus performed that day was amazed 
and praised God!

Day 4

The paralyzed man’s friends used 
their arms and feet together to help 
their friend, but those aren’t the only 
ways we can work together.

We can use our words together—spoken 
or written—to help others too. Who is 
someone you know who is going through 
a hard time? If you like to draw, make 
them a card. 

Write a note of encouragement in the 
card. Then take the card around to oth-
ers, and have them do the same. (Make 
sure you don’t share any private infor-
mation about the person who is going 
through the hard time . . . if their prob-
lem isn’t common knowledge, you can 
just tell others the person needs prayers 
and encouragement.) Explain to your 
friends what you’ve learned about work-
ing with others this week.

After you’ve filled up the card with 
lots of encouragement, deliver it to your 
friend to show them how others have 
worked together to show how much 
they care!

Day 3

When it comes to doing a task, are 
you more of an independent worker, 
or do you like to be a part of a team?

Being independent is great! There are 
certainly some tasks that go better when 
one person owns the responsibility and 
sees it through.

But that’s certainly not the case for ev-
erything, and many times, working with 
others can not only solve the main prob-
lem but can also have a positive impact 
on other areas and people! (Like how the 
paralyzed man was healed, but also the 
crowds saw Jesus perform a miracle and 
praised God.)

Think about some places in your life 
where you could benefit from inviting 
others in to help. Maybe there’s someone 
among your friends who has a big need, 
and if you got others involved, it could 
make a big difference. Maybe your com-
munity has a problem, and you know 
it won’t be fixed until people can come 
together.

Fill in the blanks to this prayer and 
then pray it out loud, asking God how 
you might be one part of a solution that 
brings people together to help!

“Dear God, I know that 

, and it’s not something 

I can solve on my own. I need Your help: 

Your wisdom, courage and creativity. I also 

need others to help. Help me to reach out 

to , and please 

bring us together in cooperation so we can  

work together the way you created us to. In 

Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.”

Day 5

Have you ever seen a picture of the 
Great Barrier Reef? Grab a device 
now if you haven’t and look one up. 
Isn’t it beautiful?! 

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the sev-
en natural wonders of the world, but that 
number is a little misleading, because 
the reef isn’t just one wonder, it’s actual-
ly made up of over 2,900 individual reefs 
and each of those reefs are made up of 
millions (or billions?!) of coral and each 
of those coral are made up of hundreds 
(or thousands?!) of polyps. Polyps are 
actually living creatures, and when they 
come together to form coral, and those 
coral come together to form a reef, amaz-
ing things happen: larger marine ani-
mals have a safe place to live, to eat and 
to lay their eggs. Just one polyp can’t do 
a whole lot of good, but get those polyps 
together and a lot of good things happen! 

Remember that prayer you prayed ear-
lier this week, about a problem that you 
know could benefit from working with 
others to solve? It’s time to put some feet 
to the pavement and make it happen! 
Take some time to make a plan:

1. What is the problem?

2. Who is affected by the problem?

3. Who would be good at helping me 
solve the problem?

Now take your plan to everyone you 
wrote down for #3, and get to work com-
ing up with a solution and putting it into 
action together! 

You may just be one “polyp,” but you’re 
pretty powerful when you work with oth-
ers. For more inspiration, see pages 120 
and 121 in “How Great Is Our God” by 
Louie Giglio.
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Day 2

Read Matthew 5:13-16

Before you read Matthew 5:13-16, gather 
the following items:

1. A salt shaker

2. A pillow

3. A LEGO® block or something similar

4. A flashlight or other light

5. A bowl

Now, as you read through Matthew 5:13-
16, use the props to act out what you 
read. Read verse 13 and put a tiny bit of 
salt on your finger and taste it. Put the 
block on the pillow, and walk around it 
while you read verse 14, paying attention 
to how the block is clearly seen from its 
elevated spot. Lastly, turn on the flash-
light and put a bowl over it, and read 
verse 15. Notice the light isn’t visible 
anymore. Remove the bowl and shine 
the light around as you read verse 16.

God made you like that flashlight—
you’re meant to shine His love brightly 
for all to see!

Day 4

It can be intimidating to share God’s 
story with others! But like most things 
in life, practice will make you more 
confident and courageous.

Find a trusted friend or family member 
who also follows God and ask them to 
practice with you. Grab a flashlight and 
find a dark corner or closet.

Take turns sharing some of God’s 
story with each other. You might talk 
about how something you saw in God’s 
creation recently reminded you of how 
great He is. You might tell them your 
own personal experience of hearing 
God’s story. You could even start with a 
question—asking them what they think 
about God. As you get more comfortable 
talking, turn on the flashlight. Eventual-
ly, make your way back into the well-lit 
room.

If you find this challenging, it’s okay! 
It is for most people! But the more you 
share, the easier it will become to shine 
your light.

Day 3

Thinking back to yesterday’s passage, 
do you feel more comfortable 
shining your light brightly, or do you 
sometimes keep that light to yourself, 
hidden under a bowl?

It takes some serious courage to shine 
your light. It might mean standing up for 
someone else. It might mean being the 
only one who follows the rules. It might 
mean telling someone why you go to 
church, or explaining what you believe 
about God. 

The good thing is that God doesn’t 
ask us to do anything that He hasn’t 
prepared and equipped us to do! So if He 
asks us to shine His light, He will give us 
what we need to do it. If you’re feeling 
nervous about being bold to share His 
story, remember that you were created 
to tell it! 

Think about a situation in your life 
currently where you need to shine your 
light. Then talk to God about it:

1. Explain the situation to Him. (Yes, 
He already knows, but He likes for 
you to talk to Him about it anyway!)

2.  Ask Him for wisdom and creativity 
to know the best way to shine your 
light in this situation.

3.  Ask Him for courage to follow 
through.

4.  Ask Him to use your creativity and 
courage to light up the world.

5.  Thank Him for creating you to share 
His story.

Day 5

Everything God created tells His story. 
If you’ve ever been blown away by 
something in nature, you can see just 
how awesome and powerful God is. 

Take animals, for example. Since animals 
don’t use words like we do, they have dif-
ferent ways to communicate with each 
other. Like when a bee on a honey-find-
ing mission tells his hive that he’s found 
a field of nectar-filled flowers, he does a 
little dance to communicate his discov-
ery. Yep. God is pretty creative, right? 

Did you know God created you to 
share His story? And just like the bee, 
there are all sorts of creative ways you 
can tell others about Him. 

Start by thinking about how you 
learned God’s story. Did a parent tell 
you that God made you and loves you? 
Or maybe a friend invited you to church. 
Or you heard a song about Jesus and re-
alized you wanted to know more.

In a couple of sentences, write down 
how you heard about the story of God.  
Now think back to earlier this month 
when you worked to uncover your cre-
ative gifts and your purpose. Think 
about this… how can you use those 
things to share God’s story with others? 

One easy way to share God’s story 
with others is to tell them about how 
you came to hear God’s story. Write 
down one person’s name you’d like to 
share God’s story with. Then, spend a 
few minutes asking God to help you tell 
them your own. 

If you find you need more inspiration, 
read more fun stories of how God creat-
ed animals to communicate in different 
ways on pages 140 and 141 of “How Great 
Is Our God” by Louie Giglio.


	2008_GT_Preteen_Color_W1
	2008_GT_Preteen_Color_W2
	2008_GT_Preteen_Color_W3
	2008_GT_Preteen_Color_W4
	2008_GT_Preteen_Color_W5

