Holy Trinity Bible Study - Isaiah Lesson #8-a
Primary Sources:
Webb - The Message of Isaiah, Barry G. Webb
Motyer – The Prophecy of ISAIAH, J. Alec Motyer

Isaiah 8:1-16

Isaiah Sent to King Ahaz
1

In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and
Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but
could not yet mount an attack against it. 2 When the house of David was told, "Syria is in league
with Ephraim," the heart of Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest
shake before the wind.
3

And the LORD said to Isaiah, "Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub your son, at the end
of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Washer's Field. 4 And say to him, 'Be
careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these two
smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah.
5
Because Syria, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has devised evil against you, saying,
6
"Let us go up against Judah and terrify it, and let us conquer it for ourselves, and set up the
son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it, 7 thus says the Lord GOD:
'It shall not stand, and it shall not come to pass. 8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the
head of Damascus is Rezin. And within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered from being a
people. 9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If
you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.'"

The Sign of Immanuel
10

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 "Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven." 12 But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test." 13 And
he said, "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my
God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the boy knows how to refuse
the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.
Reading: The Message of Isaiah pages 61-63
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Questions to Consider
1. What is the setting for chapter 7?
2. What does King Ahaz fear? What does he see as his options?
3. Why is Isaiah instructed to take his son Shear-jashub with him to see King Ahaz?
(Verse 3)
4. Why does God say the Ahaz should not fear Syria and Ephriam?
5. Why does God ask Ahaz to ask a sign from him?
6. Why does Ahaz say he refuses and why does Ahaz really refuse?
7. White is the meaning of the sign that the Lord provides when Ahaz refuses to request
a sign? (11)
8. Who is the House of David referred to in verse 13? Wha is the significance of this
reference?
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