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On the quiet, peaceful Sunday morning of December 7, 1941, at 7:55 a.m.,
two hundred Japanese aircraft attacked Pearl Harbor. We usually say that
the attack came without warning, but that isn't really true. On three separate occasions—October 16, November 24 and November 27—the commanders of the military forces at Pearl Harbor were told: “This dispatch is
to be considered a war warning”; “Negotiations have ceased”; you should
“execute an appropriate defensive deployment.” Yet in spite of these
warnings, very little was done to prepare for battle. Admiral Kimmel even
allowed part of his personnel to go on shore leave.
On the morning of the attack, Washington decoded a Japanese message to its ambassadors, asking them to set up a meeting with the U.S.
Secretary of State at 1 p.m. (7:00 a.m. Pearl Harbor time)—a clear indication that war was at hand. The message was delivered to the Chief of
Staff between 9 and 10 a.m., but he was out horseback riding and didn't
see the message until about 11:15 a.m. Even then, the message was sent
to Pearl Harbor by telegram rather than telephone, and didn't arrive in
time.
Four hours before the attack a Japanese submarine was sighted by the
destroyer U.S.S. Ward, but no report was made.
That same morning, privates George Elliot and Joseph Lockart noticed
a large blip on their radar screens, which they interpreted as a squadron
of aircraft approaching Pearl Harbor. They immediately phoned the information center, but the switchboard operator told them no one was there.
A little while later, a Lieutenant Tyler called back and essentially told
them to forget it.
Unfortunately, the United States has never been able to forget what
happened later. Because the warnings of attack were ignored, approximately 2,300 Americans were killed, 1,300 were wounded and 1,000
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Getting the Most Out of
Spiritual Warfare
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—————————————————————— S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

Suggestions for Individual Study
1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through
his Word.
2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal
reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God
and on the theme of the study.
3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve
into the author's meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to
be studied. If you are studying a book, it will be helpful to read through
the entire book prior to the first study. The questions are written using
the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use
that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.
4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for
yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when,
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were missing. Eighteen U.S. ships were hit, many were sunk, and more
than 180 aircraft were destroyed or damaged. The following day the
United States entered World War II.
Throughout the Bible, Christians are warned to prepare for spiritual
warfare. But as we look around us on a typical Sunday morning, everything looks just as quiet and peaceful as it did before the attack on Pearl
Harbor. We don't see any apparent signs of hostility. There aren't any
enemy aircraft overhead. No guns are being fired. No bombs are exploding in our church.
Instead, one of the deacons is sleeping quietly on the back pew, undisturbed except for an occasional righteous elbow from his wife. A teenage
girl is drawing pictures on the back of her bulletin. And the pastor is
looking over his notes, getting ready for round two of his sermon. What
could be more tranquil?
Yet if we want to avoid a spiritual version of Pearl Harbor, we need to
take the Bible's warnings seriously. So in this LifeGuide we are going to
ask and answer three crucial questions: Who is our real enemy? What is
their plan of attack? And how can we defend ourselves in battle and be
victorious?

G e t t i n g t h e M o s t O u t o f S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e ——————

7

Suggestions for Members of a Group Study
1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual
study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly
enrich your time spent in group discussion.
2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your
group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the
members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will
be asking the questions that are found in this guide.
3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based
on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside
authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a
particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth
study on equal ground.
4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively
when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by
their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at
meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.
When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also be
affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesi-
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where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text
for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.
Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a
personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of
yourself and of God's Word.
5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up
any unfamiliar words, names or places.
6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what
you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to
mind.
7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or
you may want to use that idea for your next study.
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—————————————————————— S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e
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tant members of the group to participate.
5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so
eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.
6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and
through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an
enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the
study, you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a
group.
7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.
8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at
the back of the guide.

___________________________________

____________________________

S p i ri t ua l Wa r f a re

Detecting the Deceiver

1
Detecting
the Deceiver

In the movie Jurassic Park, Dr. Allen Grant and his team are digging for
dinosaurs in the Badlands, near Snakewater, Montana. They set off a
seismic charge, and the image of an ancient skeleton appears on the video
screen. Its a velociraptorone of the most cunning and deadly predators
ever to walk the earth. But a young boy visiting the site isnt impressed. He
says, That doesnt look very scarymore like a six-foot turkey.
Dr. Grant responds by describing how a velociraptor goes about an
attack: You stare at him, and he just stares right back. And thats when
the attack comesnot from the front but from the side, from the other
two raptors you didnt even know were there.
In spiritual warfare the most dangerous attacks come unexpectedly.
Christians often focus their attention on spiritual enemies that are
obvious and plainly visible. While our attention is focused on these
obvious forms of evil, suddenly the most lethal attacks come from the
sides, from satanic influences we didnt even know were there. In other
words, the greatest threats to our faith, our families and our church do
not come from the demonic influences we can see but from those that
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2 Corinthians 11:1-15
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___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

we cannot seethe ones that are so cunning that they are virtually
invisible.
GROUP DISCUSSION. What are some examples of the plainly visible evil
we tend to focus on?

Why do we focus on these things?

PERSONAL REFLECTION. What invisible enemies have you struggled with
in the past?

We cannot fight an enemy we cannot see. So in this passage we will
look at some of the disguises Satan wears, so that we can see behind his
masks. We will look at some of the deceitful practices he uses, so that
we wont be fooled. Read 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.

2. How are the dangers the Corinthians faced similar to those Eve faced
when she first met the serpent (vv. 1-3)?

3. Why is it more effective for deceivers to distort the gospel than to deny
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1. In this passage how does Paul compare himself to and contrast
himself with the false apostles in Corinth (vv. 1-15)?

D e t e c t i n g t h e D e c e i v e r ____________________________
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it altogether, or to preach a different Jesus rather than no Jesus at all (v. 4)?

4. Evidently, false apostles had infiltrated the Corinthian church. In
what ways did these super-apostles seem far superior to Paul (vv.
5-12; see also 10:1, 10)?

5. How does biblical knowledge (v. 6) protect you from eloquent
speakers who are trying to deceive you?

6. In contrast to the false apostles, Paul didnt charge people for his
ministry (vv. 7-12). Why do you think the Corinthians viewed this
practice as a weakness rather than a strength?

7. How can we discern the difference between those who preach merely
for money and prestige and those who have godly motives?

8. Why do you think Satan masquerades as an angel of light rather than
appearing as a demon of darkness (v. 14)?
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How does Paul defend himself in this matter?

12

___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

9. Why might Satans servants also find it effective to masquerade as
ministers of righteousness (v. 15)?

10. What are some of the pious disguises that Satans servants use to
deceive people today?

11. Throughout history the Christian army has been notorious for
shooting its own soldiers. As we seek to unmask deceivers in our midst,
how can we keep from falsely accusing true servants of righteousness?

12. Paul concludes this passage by saying, Their end will be what their
actions deserve. What types of actions might reveal that a minister of
righteousness is really working for the enemy?

Ask God to give you the biblical wisdom and spiritual discernment you need
to see behind Satans many disguises.

This week visit your local Christian bookstore and ask for help in
selecting a book on cults and new religions. As you read the book, look
for ways these groups present a distorted picture of Jesus, the Holy Spirit
and the gospel. Also notice some of the pious disguises they use to hide
their true nature.
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Now or Later

__________________________________

 

  

2
Facing Temptation
Matthew 4:1-11

GROUP DISCUSSION. People often claim that everyone can be bought for
a price. Explain why you think thats true or false.
PERSONAL REFLECTION. In a moment of anger or frustration, when have
done something you later regretted?
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In Stephen Vincent Benets short story The Devil and Daniel Webster, a
New Hampshire farmer named Jabez Stone is hit by a string of natural
disasters and just plain bad luck. One day, after his two children come
down with the measles, his horse begins to cough, his wife gets sick,
and he breaks his plowshare on a rock, Jabez decides thats the last straw.
In a moment of anger and temptation, he says, I vow its enough to
make a man want to sell his soul to the devil! And I would, too, for two
cents. Of course, the devil takes him up on his offer and grants him
ten years of success and prosperity.
At the end of the ten years, when the devil comes to take possession
of his property, he is confronted by the great Danl Webster. Thus
begins the greatest trial of all time, with the devil arguing for the
prosecution and Daniel Webster arguing for the defense.
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___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

In this passage the devil tempts Jesus to sell his soul for all the
kingdoms of this world and their splendor. But this account also
reveals three key ways the devil tempts us and how we can resist those
temptations. Read Matthew 4:1-11.
1. Looking through these verses, what clues do you have as to what
Jesus would have been thinking and feeling?

2. Verse 1 opens at the beginning of Jesus earthly ministry. Why do
you think the Spirit led Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the
devil?

4. When we fail to trust God, how can we be tempted to meet legitimate
needs in illegitimate ways?
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3. If theres nothing wrong with being hungry, and theres nothing wrong
with bread, then what was the temptation (vv. 3-4)?

F a c i n g T e m p t a t i o n __________________________________
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5. In the second temptation (vv. 5-6), was the devil misquoting Scripture, as people often claim? Explain.

6. Jesus responds in verse 7 by quoting Deuteronomy 6:16. How does
testing God differ from trusting God?

8. In the third temptation, the devil promises to give Jesus all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendor (vv. 8-9). If Jesus would
eventually receive all of these kingdoms anyway, then what was tempting about the devils offer?

9. The devil offers us shortcuts in contrast to what Eugene Peterson,
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7. What is wrong with demanding right now that God prove his
presence, power or care?
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___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

quoting a phrase from Friedrich Nietzsche, has called a long obedience
in the same direction. Why are these shortcuts really spiritual shortcircuits?

How do these shortcuts tempt us to bow the knee to Sataneven when
thats not our intention?

10. Throughout this passage, Jesus demonstrates trust, obedience and
true worship. How can we make these our ultimate weapons against
the devils temptations?

Now or Later
Take time this week to reflect on some of your deepest needs. Have you
been trying to meet some of those legitimate needs in illegitimate ways?
If so, ask the Lord to deliver you from that temptation and to enable
you to trust him to provide for you. Thank him for his love and care
over every detail of your life.
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Pray that God will grant you deeper trust, stronger obedience and more
heartfelt worship as you seek to follow him.

____________________________

T h e Se rp e nt s S t ra t e g y

3
The Serpent’s
Strategy
Genesis 3:1-6

GROUP DISCUSSION. In many restaurants, at the end of the meal, the
waiter brings an entire tray of luscious desserts, places them in front of
you and describes them one by one. Why is this a more effective form
of temptation than simply giving you a dessert menu?
PERSONAL REFLECTION. What temptations have you faced that appeared
harmless or even attractive on the surface?
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One of C. S. Lewiss most popular books is entitled The Screwtape Letters.
It is a collection of letters from a senior devil, Screwtape, to his young
apprentice devil, Wormwood. Throughout their correspondence,
Screwtape instructs his young pupil in the diabolical craft of leading a
person into temptation and ruin. Their ultimate goal is to ensnare their
victim eternally in our Fathers house below. Although the characters
and conversations are somewhat fanciful, the book urges us to consider
a sobering fact: Satan is a master at the art of temptation.
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___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

Genesis 3 allows us to study Satan at his finest hour, at the dawn of the
human race, when through one temptation the whole of humanity fell
into destruction and death. The account reveals many of the same
techniques Satan is using today with great success. Read Genesis 3:1-6.
1. Reflecting on this passage, what different thoughts and emotions do
you think Eve had throughout?

2. In verse 1 the serpent asks Eve, Did God really say, You must not
eat from any tree in the garden? How does Satans version compare
with what God really said (see 2:16-17)?

From the way he worded this question, what do you think Satan hoped
to accomplish?

4. How does Eves response reveal that Satans venom is beginning to
affect her thinking about God (vv. 2-3)?
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3. Why do you think Satan appears to Eve in the form of a serpent (v.
1) instead of showing himself openly?

T h e S e r p e n t  s S t r a t e g y ____________________________
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5. How can doubting Gods generosity make us targets for temptation
and sin?

6. Satans next tactic is to boldly declare, You will not surely die (v.
4). Why do you think he lies to Eve about the consequences of sin?

7. Why is it tempting to believe that sin has no consequences? (Give
examples, if possible.)

8. In verse 5 Satan goes a step further: For God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil. What does this statement imply about both God and sin?

10. In verse 6 the conversation between the serpent and the woman
breaks off. How is Satans tactic at this point similar to the one a waiter
uses with the dessert tray (see group discussion question)?

11. The great reformer Martin Luther once said, You cant keep the
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9. What evidence do you see today that some people believe God is a
cosmic killjoy and sin is really good for them?
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___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

birds from flying over your head, but you can keep them from making
a nest in your hair. Why is it dangerous to toy with temptation or to
fantasize about it?

Instead of toying or fantasizing, what should you do when youre
tempted?

Pray that God will make you more alert to Satans tactics so that his venom
wont affect your thinking or your behavior.

Now or Later

Under the pressure of this twofold curiosity, the fascination of the senses
and the mind, Eve reached out for the fruit. And only as she did this, as
she performed this practical act of disobedience, did she actually answer
the serpents question whether she was really going to take God so
dreadfully seriously and whether she was really going to trust his
goodness so utterlyanswering it almost without being conscious of
answering it. Now she is going to do neither of these things any more.
And therefore she is quittingnot officially, not formally, and not by
flinging an emotionally charged and defiant No! toward heavenlike
Prometheusbut through one very small gesture, through one very
harmless snatch of a tidbit. (But Man Fell On Earth, Christianity Today,
March 4, 1977, p. 15.)

What does Thielickes summary of Genesis 3:6 reveal to you about the
nature of temptation and sin?
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Helmut Thielicke captures the decisive moment in Eves transition from
temptation to sin.

____________________________________

The Armor of God

4
The Armor of God

How can we be protected from our enemies? For a Roman soldier, the
answer was his armor. A bronze breastplate covered him from his neck
to his thighs. A backpiece was commonly worn as well. A wide belt
secured the breastplate and backpiece, and a loop on the belt held the
scabbard and sword. A bronze helmet covered not only the soldiers
head but also the sides and back of his neck. A leather chinstrap held
it firmly in place during battle. The soldiers shield was made of two
pieces of wood glued together, covered with linen and hide and then
bound with iron. It was much larger than most warriors shields and
offered protection from the neck to the knees. Heavily soled sandals
with metal studs on the bottom enabled Romans soldiers to march long
distances and to stand firm against the enemy on uneven or slippery
ground. Finally, the soldiers offensive weapon was a short, two-edged
sword used for both cutting and thrusting.
GROUP DISCUSSION. What sort of protective armor have you worn
while playing various sports or activities, and why?
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Ephesians 6:10-20

22

___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

PERSONAL REFLECTION. Describe a time when you felt surrounded by
Gods protection.

In Ephesians 6 Paul introduces us to each piece of Roman armor and
its spiritual counterpart. If we protect ourselves with the divine armor
God provides, then we will have nothing to fear when the evil one
attacks. Read Ephesians 6:10-20.
1. As you read this passage, what battlefield images come to mind?

2. Why must we rely on Gods power if we are to be victorious against
our spiritual enemies (vv. 10-11)?

4. Paul identifies our true enemies as the devil (v. 11) and the demonic
rulers, authorities, powers and spiritual forces of this dark age (v. 12).
What evidence do you see of these hostile forces in your life or the lives
of Christians you know?
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3. Throughout Pauls life he was opposed, flogged, stoned and imprisoned by various human enemies. Why then does he claim that our
struggle is not against flesh and blood (v. 12)?

T h e A r m o r o f G o d ____________________________________
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5. Why do you think Paul states three times that we must stand our
ground, do everything to stand and stand firm (vv. 13-14)?

6. Why are both truth and righteousness essential components of our
armor (v. 14; see also Isaiah 11:5 and 59:17)?

7. How can the gospel message that you have peace with God (v. 15)
give you strength to stand against spiritual opponents?

9. What flaming arrows has the devil aimed at you recently?
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8. Faith (v. 16) refers to both what we believe and who we believe in.
How can our faith act like a shield against all of the evil ones flaming
arrows?

24

___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

In what ways do you need to exercise faith in Gods protection and
promises?

10. The sword of the Spirit (v. 17) is our only offensive weapon. Why
do we need both the Spirit of God and the Word of God to defeat the
devil?

11. Although prayer (vv. 18-20) isnt listed as one of the pieces of our
armor, how is prayer a vital component of your spiritual warfare?

Now or Later

This week make a list of those you know who seem to be under spiritual
attack. Spend time each day praying for them and asking God to give
them his grace and strength. If possible, write them an encouraging
note or give them a phone call, letting them know they are in your
prayers.
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Take time now to pray for yourself, the members of your earthly family and
the members of your spiritual family. Ask God to give you the strength to
be victorious against the devils attacks.

______________________________________

T he Wa r W i t hi n

5
The War Within
James 4:1-10

In the book The Great Divorce C. S. Lewis describes hell as a vast city
that stretches on and on for millions of miles. One day a visitor arrives
in the city and mentions to his tour guide that most of the houses seem
empty. So he asks whether there was once a much larger population.
His companion replies:

It would be nice to think that quarrels were confined to hell or to
those who dont know Jesus Christ. But nothing could be further from
the truth.
GROUP DISCUSSION. Why do you think Christians spend so much time
arguing among themselves?
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Not at all. . . . The trouble is that theyre so quarrelsome. As soon as
anyone arrives he settles in some street. Before hes been there twentyfour hours he quarrels with his neighbor. Before the week is over hes
quarreled so badly that he decides to move. Very likely he finds the next
street empty because all the people there have quarreled with their
neighborsand moved. . . . But even if he stays . . . hes sure to have
another quarrel pretty soon and then hell move on again. Finally hell
move right out to the edge of the town.

26

___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

PERSONAL REFLECTION. What are some of the things that cause fights
and quarrels in your family or at work?

In James 4:1-10 the author does not just expose the existence of quarrels
and fights but explains why they occur. James hopes that if we understand the cause of our quarrels, then we will be more open to the cure
that God offers. Read James 4:1-10.
1. What words in this passage reflect tension and conflict?

3. The meaning of verse 2 is seen most clearly in the following
translation: You want something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you quarrel
and fight (NRSV). Why would frustrated desires lead a person to be
verbally or even physically violent?
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2. If James asked most people, What causes fights and quarrels among
you? they would respond, Its the other persons fault! How does
James challenge that idea?

T h e W a r W i t h i n ______________________________________
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4. James goes on to say, You do not have, because you do not ask God
(v. 2). When our desires are frustrated, why is prayer better than
fighting?

5. Sometimes even God wont give us what we want (v. 3). Why is it
important to examine our motives when we pray?

6. When we pray with worldly motives, in what sense are we asking
God to help us commit spiritual adultery (vv. 4-5)?

Why do you think God requires such a radical response?
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7. If you fight and argue a lot, or if you desire the wrong things for the
wrong reasons, then James says you need Gods grace (v. 6). What steps
do we need to take to receive that grace (vv. 6-10)?
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8. Even though James has stressed that our own evil desires and motives
are the true source of quarrels, he says in verse 7, Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you. Why do you think the devil loves to see us fight
and quarrel?

9. When we resist the devil in the ways that James suggests (vv. 6-10),
why will he flee from us?

10. Think of someone with whom you regularly fight and quarrel. How
can Jamess insights and commands help you live in greater peace with
that person?

Now or Later
Take time this week to examine your heart. What impure motives might
be hindering your prayers? How might those motives reveal an infatuation with the world? Come near to God by following the steps James
outlines in this passage. Then ask the Lord to help you desire and pray
for the things that are pleasing to him.
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Ask God to make you the kind of Christian who is a true representative of
the Prince of Peace.

  

 



___________________________

6
Defeating
the Destroyer
Mark 5:1-20

GROUP DISCUSSION. With the advent of modern science and psychology,
why do you think the idea of demon possession fell into disfavor?

PERSONAL REFLECTION. Why do you think demon possession, which
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In the movie The Exorcist a young girl named Regan (played by Linda
Blair) becomes possessed by the devil. When conventional medical
treatments fail, her mother calls on two priests to perform an exorcism.
One of the priests is an older man whose beliefs are firm. The other
priest is a younger, troubled man who has lost his faith. Together they
try to confront the forces of darkness.
The film is best known for its terrifying special effects, including a
scene in which the girls head spins completely around. Although Ive
never seen the film, it introduced millions of viewers to the concept of
demon possession, which previously had been relegated by science and
psychology to the realms of myth and medieval superstition.

30
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was common in Jesus day, seems so rare in Western culture?

In Mark 5:1-20 we are introduced to a scene that is both terrible and
tragic. Jesus confronts a demon-possessed man whose life has become
a living nightmare. In this passage we discover Christs power to defeat
the destroyer. Read Mark 5:1-20.
1. What do we learn about the dark and destructive life of the man Jesus
meets (vv. 1-5)?

3. Why do you think the man speaks and acts as he does when he sees
Jesus from a distance (vv. 6-8)?

4. A Roman legion consisted of about six thousand soldiers. How does
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2. What do the mans experiences teach us about the devils desires for
each one of us?

D e f e a t i n g t h e D e s t r o y e r ___________________________
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this help us to understand the pervasive nature of Satans control over
this man (vv. 9-10)?

5. Although we know nothing about the mans life prior to his demon
possession, what steps might lead an ordinary person to become
increasingly controlled by evil?

6. The story of the pigs (vv. 11-13) is one of the strangest in all of
Scripture. Why do you think both Jesus and the demons acted as they
did?

Why do they respond in fear rather than faith?
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7. Describe the response of the people from the town when they see
both the man and Jesus (vv. 14-17).
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8. Frequently in Marks Gospel Jesus tells people to follow him (see Mk
1:17; 2:14; 10:21). This man is eager to follow Jesus; why does Jesus
send him home (vv. 18-20)?

9. Who in your immediate or extended family does not know the Lord?

What opportunities do you have to tell them how much the Lord has
done for you, and how he has had mercy on you (v. 19)?

Take time to thank the Lord for the many ways he has delivered you from
evil and has shown mercy to you. Pray for boldness and opportunities to
talk with your family and friends about who Jesus is and what he has done.

Make a list of three or four people in your immediate or extended family
who do not know the Lord. Take time this week to pray for them each
by name.
If one of these people were to ask you what the Lord has done for you
and how he has shown mercy to you, what would you say?
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Now or Later

    



 

__________________________

7
Overcoming
Our Accuser
Revelation 12:7-12

GROUP DISCUSSION. Think of a time when someone chased youperhaps
when you were a child. How did you feel, and what did you do to get away?

PERSONAL REFLECTION. Why do you think accusation is such a powerful
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In Victor Hugos book Les Miserables a young man named Jean Valjean
is sentenced to twenty years of hard labor for stealing a loaf of bread.
After his release from prison, Valjean is shown such mercy and forgiveness by a priest that he is able to begin a new life. Yet throughout the
book Valjean is pursued by a heartless police inspector named Javert,
who believes criminals can never be reformed. With obsessive determination, Javert vows to expose Valjeans past and send him back to prison.
In a similar way, the devil detests the mercy and forgiveness God has
shown you in Christ. Throughout your life as a Christian, Satan has
pursued you with demonic determination. He is obsessed with the goal of
destroying your walk with God and sending you back to spiritual prison.
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weapon in Satans arsenal?

In Revelation 12 we discover how we can overcome the slander and
accusations of the devil. Read Revelation 12:7-12.
1. Describe everything you can about the war that is fought in verses 7-9.

2. Notice the different titles used for Satan in verse 9. What can you learn
about him and his tactics against you from each of these descriptions?

4. On the one hand, the devil is described as the accuser of our
brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night (v. 10). But
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3. Verse 10 begins with a triumphant declaration of Satans defeat. What
words or phrases in verse 10 emphasize Gods strength in contrast to
Satans?

O v e r c o m i n g O u r A c c u s e r __________________________
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in the next breath he is described as the one who has been hurled
down from heaven. How does the blood of the Lamb overcome all
of the devils accusations against us (v. 11)?

5. When you have felt assaulted by guilt or shame, how has it helped
to realize that Christs blood was shed for you?

6. A second key to overcoming Satan is our testimony (v. 11). How
can sharing our faith with otherseven in the face of oppositionenable us to overcome the devil?

8. When Christians are martyred for their faith, it appears to the world
that they have been defeated rather than victorious. (The same was true
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7. Verse 11 implies that if we love our lives too much, then we will be
hesitant to testify about Christ in the face of opposition or threats. Why
would this be true?
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of the death of Jesus.) Yet how can their apparent defeat be seen as an
ultimate victory?

9. Verse 12 concludes by saying that the devil is filled with fury,
because he knows that his time is short. Why should this statement
keep us from being complacent about our struggle with Satan?

10. How can Johns vision of the war in heaven encourage you in the
midst of the spiritual battles you face?

Thank God for the blood of the Lamb that overcomes all of the devils
accusations. Pray for the grace to be faithful in testifying about the
gospeleven in the face of opposition.

Even though Christians have been completely forgiven of their sins,
many still struggle with feelings of guilt. One of the best passages for
dealing with a guilty conscience is Hebrews 10:1-18. Take time to read
and reflect on that passage. How do the strong contrasts of animal
sacrifices versus Christs sacrifice, and Old Testament priests versus our
Great High Priest, help you to grasp the impact of Christs death?
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Now or Later

________________________






8
Surviving
Satan’s Attacks
Job 1—2

On the morning of April 18, 1906, the San Andreas fault settled
violently, and San Francisco was shaken by a terrible earthquake. Huge
cracks opened up in the earth, buildings shuddered and collapsed, and
fire swept through the city, leaving it virtually destroyed. Thousands
who went to bed peacefully the night before awoke to a world that had
fallen apart around them.

PERSONAL REFLECTION. Think of a time in your life when your world
seemed to fall apart. What were some of the thoughts and feelings you
experienced?
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GROUP DISCUSSION. In what ways are personal suffering or tragedies
like earthquakes?
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If the Richter scale could measure personal tragedy, Jobs earthquake
would have measured 8.5. In one day he lost everything he owned and
almost everything he held dear. Because of what Job endured and the way
he endured it, his name has become synonymous with suffering and
patience. Yet even though Jobs suffering was extreme, it was by no means
unique. In one form or another, his story is reenacted every day in a broken
and fallen world. Read Job 1.
1. In Greek tragedy the greatness of the main character emphasizes the
heights from which he falls. In a similar way, how do verses 1-5 set the
stage for the tragedy that follows?

2. At the outset of the story, why do you think we are allowed to
overhear the conversation between God and Satan (vv. 6-12)a conversation that was never revealed to Job and his friends?

How does his accusation lead to Jobs disaster?
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3. The name Satan means accuser. What is the essence of Satans
accusation against Job (vv. 8-12)?

S u r v i v i n g S a t a n  s A t t a c k s ________________________

39

4. Try to put yourself in Jobs place. How might you have felt as wave
after wave of disaster struck (vv. 13-19)?

5. Have you ever wanted to bang on the gates of heaven, demanding an
explanation for the pain you were experiencing? Why is this desire so
strong within us?

6. What is astounding about Jobs response (vv. 20-22)?

Why do you think he is still able to worship and praise the Lord?

8. How would Jobs new affliction intensify the pain he already felt
(2:7-8; see also 7:5, 13-14; 30:17, 30)?

©1999 by Jack Kuhatschek

7. Read Job 2. The scene in heaven repeats itself with a new twist. Why
is Satan still unsatisfied with Jobs character (2:1-5)?
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9. Those who cursed God (2:9) were to be stoned to death (see Lev
24:10-16). How does Job respond to his wifes solution to his suffering?

10. Based on this passage, how does Satan use suffering and tragedy to
tempt us to sin?

11. How can we follow Jobs example when suffering strikes?

Bring to the Lord any pain you are currently experiencing. Ask him for
strength to endure that pain without giving in to Satans temptations.

Throughout the book, Job expresses his strong desire to talk with God
and find out why all this has happened: If only I knew where to find
him; if only I could go to his dwelling! I would state my case before
him and fill my mouth with arguments. I would find out what he would
answer me, and consider what he would say (23:3-5). Yet when God
does finally speak, he never tells Job the reason for his suffering. Read
Job 3842 and then briefly summarize Gods message to Job and Jobs
response. How can these chapters increase your trust in God when life
doesnt make sense?

©1999 by Jack Kuhatschek

Now or Later

________________________________________




9
Standing Firm
2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

For centuries people have speculated about the identity of the antichrist. The long list of candidates includes Napoleon Bonaparte, Kaiser
Wilhelm of Germany, Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, King Faisal of Saudi
Arabia, Khrushchev, Mikhail Gorbachev (the birthmark on his forehead
being the mark of the beast), Anwar Sadat, the Ayatollah Khomeini,
Yasser Arafat, Saddam Hussein, Henry Kissinger, and former president
Ronald Wilson Reagan (six letters in each name = 666 [see Rev.
13:18]).*

PERSONAL REFLECTION. Do you think it is wise to speculate about the
possible identity of the antichrist? Why or why not?

In 2 Thessalonians 2 Paul describes a time of demonic deception that
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GROUP DISCUSSION. Why do you think Christians are inclined to
imagine that someone in their own generation is the antichrist?
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is unparalleled in human history. Although he doesnt reveal the identity of the Antichrist, Paul does tell us how we can stand firm against
Satans schemes. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17.
1. According to this passage, what false information caused the Thessalonians to be unsettled or alarmed?

2. Even today some groups claim Jesus Christ has already come. How
does Paul know for sure that Jesus has not yet come (vv. 3-5)?

4. Paul says, The secret power of lawlessness is already at work (v.
7), the kind of power that will reach its climax with the Antichrist. In
what ways do you see the power of lawlessness at work in the world
around you?
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3. Paul says that before the Lord returns the man of lawlessness will
be revealed (v. 3). In what ways will this man be a counterfeit Christ
(vv. 4-11)?

S t a n d i n g F i r m ________________________________________
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What world leaders, either in the present or in the past, seem to have
been driven by the secret power of lawlessness?

5. What outward and inward reasons will cause people to be deceived
by the lawless one (vv. 9-12)?

6. According to verses 10-12, how do our values and lifestyle influence
our ability to perceive spiritual truth?

8. What has God already done, and what does Paul ask him to do, to
make our lives different both now and in the future (vv. 13-17)?
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7. According to this passage, what is the ultimate fate of the man of
lawlessness and those who follow the power of lawlessness?
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How can we cooperate with God in this process?

9. Think of a spiritual conflict you are facing. How can you stand firm
and hold to biblical truth (v.15) in this situation?

Take Pauls prayer and personalize it, saying it either aloud or in your heart:
May my Lord Jesus Christ himself and God my Father, who loved me and
by his grace gave me eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage my
heart and strengthen me in every good deed and word.

Paul wants us to be strengthened in every good deed and word (v.
17). What good deeds could you do this week in your family, with your
neighbors, at work or in your church? What helpful or encouraging
words might you speak in these contexts? Ask God to give you strength
and wisdom in these tasks.

*See Michael Holmes, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), pp. 241-42.
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L e a d e rs N o t e s

Leader’s Notes
Leading a Bible discussion can be an enjoyable and rewarding experience.
But it can also be scaryespecially if youve never done it before. If this is
your feeling, youre in good company. When God asked Moses to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt, he replied, O Lord, please send someone else to do
it! (Ex 4:13). It was the same with Solomon, Jeremiah and Timothy, but
God helped these people in spite of their weaknesses, and he will help you
as well.
You dont need to be an expert on the Bible or a trained teacher to lead
a Bible discussion. The idea behind these inductive studies is that the leader
guides group members to discover for themselves what the Bible has to say.
This method of learning will allow group members to remember much
more of what is said than a lecture would.
These studies are designed to be led easily. As a matter of fact, the flow
of questions through the passage from observation to interpretation to
application is so natural that you may feel that the studies lead themselves.
This study guide is also flexible. You can use it with a variety of groups
student, professional, neighborhood or church groups. Each study takes
forty-five to sixty minutes in a group setting.
There are some important facts to know about group dynamics and
encouraging discussion. The suggestions listed below should enable you
to effectively and enjoyably fulfill your role as leader.
Preparing for the Study
1. Ask God to help you understand and apply the passage in your own
life. Unless this happens, you will not be prepared to lead others. Pray too
for the various members of the group. Ask God to open your hearts to the
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MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU. (2 COR 12:9)

___________________________________ S p i r i t u a l W a r f a r e

message of his Word and motivate you to action.
2. Read the introduction to the entire guide to get an overview of the
entire book and the issues which will be explored.
3. As you begin each study, read and reread the assigned Bible passage
to familiarize yourself with it.
4. This study guide is based on the New International Version of the
Bible. It will help you and the group if you use this translation as the basis
for your study and discussion.
5. Carefully work through each question in the study. Spend time in
meditation and reflection as you consider how to respond.
6. Write your thoughts and responses in the space provided in the study
guide. This will help you to express your understanding of the passage
clearly.
7. It might help to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any
unfamiliar words, names or places. (For additional help on how to study
a passage, see chapter five of How to Lead a LifeGuide Bible Study, IVP.)
8. Consider how you can apply the Scripture to your life. Remember
that the group will follow your lead in responding to the studies. They will
not go any deeper than you do.
9. Once you have finished your own study of the passage, familiarize
yourself with the leaders notes for the study you are leading. These are
designed to help you in several ways. First, they tell you the purpose the
study guide author had in mind when writing the study. Take time to think
through how the study questions work together to accomplish that purpose. Second, the notes provide you with additional background information or suggestions on group dynamics for various questions. This
information can be useful if people have difficulty understanding or
answering a question. Third, the leaders notes can alert you to potential
problems you may encounter during the study.
10. If you wish to remind yourself of anything mentioned in the leaders
notes, make a note to yourself below that question in the study.
Leading the Study
1. Begin the study on time. Open with prayer, asking God to help the
group to understand and apply the passage.
2. Be sure that everyone in your group has a study guide. Encourage the

©1999 by Jack Kuhatschek

46

47

group to prepare beforehand for each discussion by reading the introduction to the guide and by working through the questions in the study.
3. At the beginning of your first time together, explain that these studies
are meant to be discussions, not lectures. Encourage the members of the
group to participate. However, do not put pressure on those who may be
hesitant to speak during the first few sessions. You may want to suggest the
following guidelines to your group.
Stick to the topic being discussed.
Your responses should be based on the verses which are the focus of the
discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers.
These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely
should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to
participate in in-depth study on equal ground.
Anything said in the group is considered confidential and will not be
discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.
We will listen attentively to each other and provide time for each person
present to talk.
We will pray for each other.
4. Have a group member read the introduction at the beginning of the
discussion.
5. Every session begins with a group discussion question. The question or
activity is meant to be used before the passage is read. The question introduces
the theme of the study and encourages group members to begin to open up.
Encourage as many members as possible to participate and be ready to get the
discussion going with your own response.
This section is designed to reveal where our thoughts or feelings need
to be transformed by Scripture. That is why it is especially important not
to read the passage before the discussion question is asked. The passage
will tend to color the honest reactions people would otherwise give because
they are, of course, supposed to think the way the Bible does.
You may want to supplement the group discussion question with an
icebreaker to help people to get comfortable. See the community section
of Small Group Idea Book (InterVarsity Press) for more ideas.
You also might want to use the personal reflection question with your
group. Either allow a time of silence for people to respond individually or
discuss it together.
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6. Have a group member (or members if the passage is long) read aloud
the passage to be studied. Then give people several minutes to read the
passage again silently so that they can take it all in.
7. Question 1 will generally be an overview question designed to briefly
survey the passage. Encourage the group to briefly survey the passage, but
try to avoid getting sidetracked by questions or issues that will be addressed
later in the study.
8. As you ask the questions, keep in mind that they are designed to be
used just as they are written. You may simply read them aloud. Or you may
prefer to express them in your own words.
There may be times when it is appropriate to deviate from the study
guide. For example, a question may have already been answered. If so,
move on to the next question. Or someone may raise an important question
not covered in the guide. Take time to discuss it, but try to keep the group
from going off on tangents.
9. Avoid answering your own questions. If necessary, repeat or rephrase
them until they are clearly understood. Or point out something you read
in the leaders notes to clarify the context or meaning. An eager group
quickly becomes passive and silent if they think the leader will do most of
the talking.
10. Dont be afraid of silence. People may need time to think about the
question before formulating their answers.
11. Dont be content with just one answer. Ask, What do the rest of
you think? or Anything else? until several people have given answers
to the question.
12. Acknowledge all contributions. Try to be affirming whenever possible. Never reject an answer. If it is clearly off-base, ask, Which verse led
you to that conclusion? or again, What do the rest of you think?
13. Dont expect every answer to be addressed to you, even though this
will probably happen at first. As group members become more at ease, they
will begin to truly interact with each other. This is one sign of healthy
discussion.
14. Dont be afraid of controversy. It can be very stimulating. If you dont
resolve an issue completely, dont be frustrated. Move on and keep it in
mind for later. A subsequent study may solve the problem.
15. Periodically summarize what the group has said about the passage.
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Components of Small Groups
A healthy small group should do more than study the Bible. There are
four components to consider as you structure your time together.
Nurture. Small groups help us to grow in our knowledge and love of
God. Bible study is the key to making this happen and is the foundation of
your small group.
Community. Small groups are a great place to develop deep friendships
with other Christians. Allow time for informal interaction before and after
each study. Plan activities and games that will help you to get to know each
other. Spend time having fun togethergoing on a picnic or cooking
dinner together.
Worship and prayer. Your study will be enhanced by spending time
praising God together in prayer or song. Pray for each others needsand
keep track of how God is answering prayer in your group. Ask God to help
you to apply what you are learning in your study.
Outreach. Reaching out to others can be a practical way of applying what
you are learning, and it will keep your group from becoming self-focused.
Host a series of evangelistic discussions for your friends or neighbors.
Clean up the yard of an elderly friend. Serve at a soup kitchen together, or
spend a day working on a Habitat house.
Many more suggestions and helps in each of these areas are found in
Small Group Idea Book. Information on building a small group can be found
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This helps to draw together the various ideas mentioned and gives continuity to the study. But dont preach.
16. At the end of the Bible discussion you may want to allow group
members a time of quiet to work on an idea under Now or Later. Then
discuss what you experienced. Or you may want to encourage group
members to work on these ideas between meetings. Give an opportunity
during the session to allow people to talk about what they are learning.
17. Conclude your time together with conversational prayer, adapting
the prayer suggestion at the end of the study to your group. Ask for Gods
help in following through on the commitments youve made.
18. End on time.
Many more suggestions and helps are found in How to Lead a LifeGuide
Bible Study.
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Study 1. Detecting the Deceiver. 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
Purpose: To consider some of the disguises Satan wears, so that we can see
behind his masks.
Group discussion. Examples might include Satan worshippers, Ouija boards
or psychic hotlines. But since we know these things are evil, they shouldnt
be our greatest cause of concern.
Question 2. See also Genesis 3:1-6, 13 if some are unfamiliar with this
story.
Question 3. Those who deny the gospel altogether are easy to identify. But
when false teachers distort the gospel, they can present it to people as the
genuine message of salvation. In a sense, false teachers are like counterfeiters, who do their best to pass off bogus money as the real thing.
Question 4. With regard to his lack of professional training and skill in
rhetoric, Paul is quite willing to admit his deficiency (cf. 10:10) and
perhaps even his inferiority to the false apostles. But in his judgment his
expertise in knowledge, which he had made perfectly clear to the Corinthians, more than compensated for this deficiency. Matter was more significant than manner (Murray J. Harris, The Expositors Bible Commentary,
vol. 11 [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1980]).
Question 7. Traveling philosophers and teachers in the first century
expected to be paid for their services. When Paul refused to accept payment
for his ministry, the Corinthians wondered whether he was inferior to the
professional speakers.
Questions 8-9. Helmut Thielicke writes that the devil does not say, I am
an atheistic monster and now I am going to take your paradise, your
innocence and loyalty, and turn it all upside down. . . . The tempter always
operates in disguise. He hides behind a mask of harmless, indeed pious
benevolence. All temptations in life begin in sugared form (But Man Fell
On Earth, Christianity Today, March 4, 1977, pp. 13-15).
Questions 11-12. Although we need to be alert to Satans pious disguises,
we also need to pray for wisdom and discernment, so that we dont start
falsely accusing true servants of righteousness in the church. Two tests are
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in Small Group Leaders Handbook and The Big Book on Small Groups (both
from InterVarsity Press). Reading through one of these books would be
worth your time.

Leaders Notes

_______________________________________
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Study 2. Facing Temptation. Matthew 4:1-11.
Purpose: To look at three key ways the devil tempts us and how we can
resist those temptations.
Question 1. For example, notice that Jesus had fasted for forty days and
nights. The words he was hungry (v. 2) should probably be in letters
twenty-feet high with flashing lights.
Question 2. This testing of Jesus (the Greek verb translated tempted can
also be rendered tested), which was divinely intended, has as its primary
background Dt 8:1-5, from which Jesus also quotes in his first reply to the
devil (see v. 4 and NIV text note). There Moses recalls how the Lord led
the Israelites in the desert 40 years to humble you and test you in order to
know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. Here at the beginning of his ministry Jesus is subjected to a similar
test and shows himself to be the true Israelite who lives on every word that
comes from the mouth of the LORD (The NIV Study Bible, ed. Kenneth
Barker [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985], note to Mt 4:1).
Question 3. I believe the temptation was to meet a legitimate need in an
illegitimate way. God had driven Jesus out into the wilderness to test his
obedience, and evidently God had not said the fast was over. Using his
divine power to turn stones into bread would have satisfied Jesus physical
hunger, but it would have violated the verse Jesus quotes: Man does not
live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
If you need a follow-up question to draw more out, say: Deuteronomy
8:2-3 provides essential background information for Jesus first temptation.
How do these verses help us understand Jesus reply to the devil in Matthew
4:4?
Israels hunger had been intended to show them that hearing and
obeying the word of God is the most important thing in life. Likewise Jesus
learned obedience through suffering as a son in Gods house (Heb 3:5-6;
5:7-8). . . . Israel demanded its bread but died in the wilderness; Jesus
denied himself bread, retained his righteousness, and lived by faithful
submission to Gods Word. (D. A. Carson, The Expositors Bible Commentary,
vol. 8 [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1984], p. 113)
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crucial here: First, does the persons teaching conform to Scripture? Second,
does the persons lifestyle reflect true righteousness?
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Question 5. The highest point of the temple (v. 5) was probably the
southeast corner overlooking the Kidron Valley, a drop of about 100 feet.
From that high and dangerous point the devil urges Jesus to jump (v. 6),
so that God can protect him as promised in Psalm 91.
Satan quoted Ps 91:11-12 from the Septuagint, omitting the words to
guard you in all your ways. His deceit lay not in omitting a few words but
in misapplying his quotation into a temptation that easily traps the devout
mind by apparently giving approval to what might otherwise be thought
sinful. According to this passage, the angels will lift anyone who trusts in
God (preeminently Jesus) up in their hands. Jesus is thereby tempted to
test his sonship against Gods pledge to protect his own. (NIV Bible
Commentary Volume 2: New Testament, eds. Kenneth L. Barker & John
Kohlenberger III [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1994].)
Questions 6-7. We test God when we demand that he prove his care for
usor else. Its a way of saying to God, If you dont meet my needsright
here, right nowthen any negative consequences will be your fault, not
mine! Requests become demands, trust is replaced by veiled threats, and
obedience gives way to rebellion. When we trust God, we rely on him to meet
our needs in the way he feels is best and in the time that he feels is right.
Questions 8-9. In this passage, Jesus is tempted to sell his soul to the devil
for all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor (v. 8). Ironically, all
of these kingdoms would eventually belong to Jesus anywaywith one big
difference.
To receive those kingdoms from God, Jesus needed to demonstrate a
long obedience in the same directionan obedience that would take Jesus
to the cross before he received his crown. To receive those kingdoms from
the devil was much easier and faster. There would be no waitingJesus
could have the kingdoms immediately. And there would be no hardship or
suffering; all Jesus would have to do is bow the knee to Satan.
The devil will always offer us tempting shortcuts in place of obedience
shortcuts that are prosperous, easy and quick. Jesus says, Take up your
cross and follow me. Satan says, Put down your cross and pick up your
crown nowwhile its on sale. But Satans shortcuts are really short
circuits! We need to say, Away from me, Satan! For it is written: Worship
the Lord your God and serve him only. When we do that, God promises
to meet our needs.
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Study 3. The Serpents Strategy. Genesis 3:1-6.
Purpose: To discover how the serpents temptation of Eve in the Garden of
Eden reveals many of the same techniques Satan is using today.
Question 2. In fact, the Lord had said exactly the opposite, You are free
to eat from any tree in the garden. He placed only one restriction: You
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you
eat of it you will surely die. Helmut Thielicke writes, God put at mans
disposal the whole breadth of his creation: the multitude of plants and
animals are at his service, the laws of nature are there to be explored and
technologically utilized, and the whole of the cosmos is offered as his
dominion. Only one single spot in all this infinite expanse must remain
tabu, inviolable, and reserved to God himself, namely, this one tree. And
at this one point the serpent now begins to fire away (But Man Fell on
Earth, p. 14).
Questions 4-5. In her account of what God said, Eve adds something that
was not part of the original command: You must not touch it. Of course,
its possible that Eve simply makes a mistake in trying to remember what
God had said. But its more likely that the serpents venom is beginning to
affect her thinking about Gods generosity. Satan wants her to think God
is too restrictive, that he is stingy and wants to withhold what is best for
Eve and her husband. If Satan can get us to believe that lie, then we will
be tempted to rebel against God and grab whatever fruit is forbidden to
us.
Questions 6-8. One of Satans greatest lies is that sin has no negative
consequences. In fact, hell try to convince us of the exact opposite: that
sin is actually good for us, and that a suicidal plunge is really a leap into
life.
Question 9. Now that he has succeeded in deceiving the woman, the
tempter lets her sensual fascination with the fruit take over. The text says
that the woman saw that the fruit was good for food and pleasing to the eye,
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, so she took some and ate it.
Eve reminds me of a person on a diet. Shes home alone in the afternoon,
and shes hungry. So she picks up a copy of Better Homes and Gardens and
turns to the food section. After all, she tells herself, pictures arent fattening.
She looks at the photographs of chocolate cakes, blueberry muffins and hot
buttered bread, and her mouth begins to water. She decides to go read in
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the kitchen. After all, she rationalizes, the light is better in there. But before
she sits down, she opens the pantry door to see if she needs to buy anything.
While she is there, her eyes lock onto a bag of chocolate-chip cookies. Like
a heat-seeking missile, her hand shoots forward, grabs the bag, and she
looks inside. Feeling a twinge of guilt, she decides to eat just one. But it
tastes so good, that she allows herself one more, then two, then before she
knows it, shes eaten the whole bag!
Question 10. This passage teaches us an extremely important principle:
Dont flirt with temptation; flee from it! Whether we are talking about
bingeing on cookies or something far more serious like adultery, temptation
is like potato chipsone is never enough.
Study 4. The Armor of God. Ephesians 6:10-20.
Purpose: To be aware of the spiritual armor God provides for us so that we
can be victorious against our spiritual enemies.
Question 2. Paul obviously struggled with various human enemies, but he
views these enemies as merely one component of a much larger cosmic
conflict led by the devil and his demons.
Question 3. According to the NIV Bible Commentary:

Question 4. The NIV Study Bible states that in this context the imagery is
not that of a massive invasion of the domain of evil, but of individual
soldiers withstanding assault (p. 1801). In other words, each believer is
pictured as standing in a particular place on the battlefield and fighting
against wave after wave of enemy assault. When the conflict is over, the
believers who fought with Gods armor will still be standing, victorious.
Question 5. In Isaiah 11:5 the Messiah is pictured as one who wears a belt
of righteousness. In other words, our godly character is a powerful weapon
in the battle against Satan and his forces.
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Rulers are cosmic powers. Until the end of this age these demonic forces,
already defeated by Christ on the cross (4:9), exercise a certain limited
authority (here authorities) in temporarily opposing the purposes of God.
The title powers denotes those who aspire to world control. It was attached
to savior gods in the ethnic religions and identified with the sun. The
expression the spiritual forces of wickedness suggests the heavenly bodies,
which were regarded as the abode of demons who held human lives in their
grip. (Volume 2: New Testament, p. 783.)
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Question 7. A. Skevington Wood comments:
For the Christian this protective shield is faith (pistis). Most commentators
regard it as faith in action rather than in its objective content. But believing
cannot be divorced from what is believed, and no rigid line should be drawn
between these two aspects. Only in this instance does Paul indicate the effect of
a particular piece of armor. With such a shield the believer can extinguish all
the incendiary devices flung by the devil (v. 11). Herodotus described how cane
darts tipped with tow were dipped in pitch and then ignited. Octavius used such
arrows against Antonys fleet at Actium and they were not unknown in OT times.
The reference is not, as some have surmised, to poisoned darts producing fever.
The Christians shield effectively counteracts the danger of such diabolical
missiles not merely by arresting or deflecting them, but by actually quenching
the flames to prevent them from spreading. (The Expositors Bible Commentary,
vol. 11 [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1984], p. 88.)

Study 5. The War Within. James 4:1-10.
Purpose: To discover the true source of our quarrels, so that we will be more
open to the solution God offers.
Question 2. The Greek word translated as desires (4:1) is the source of
the English word hedonism, which is the philosophy that pleasure is of
primary importance in life. Evidently Jamess readers would not allow
anyone or anything to stand in the way of their pleasure.
Question 3. James is not suggesting that his readers have literally committed murder. In this context the word murder is hyperbole for hate. Yet in
the broader context of society frustrated desires sometimes do lead to literal
murder.
Question 5. Donald W. Burdick writes: And even when Jamess readers
did ask God for things, they did not receive what they requested. Why?
They asked with wrong motives. . . . It was the desire of Jamess readers
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Question 10. Jim Cymbala, the pastor of the Brooklyn Tabernacle, writes:
If we call upon the Lord, he has promised in his Word to answer, to bring
the unsaved to himself, to pour out his Spirit among us. If we dont call
upon the Lord, he has promised nothingnothing at all. Its as simple as
that. No matter what I preach or what we claim to believe in our heads, the
future will depend upon our times of prayer (Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire [Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1997], p. 27).
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Study 6. Defeating the Destroyer. Mark 5:1-20.
Purpose: To discover Jesus power to break Satans bondage in a persons life.
Question 1. The region of the Gerasenes (v. 1) was on the eastern side
of the Sea of Galilee and was largely populated by Gentiles. Gerasa, located
about 35 miles southeast of the Sea of Galilee, may have had holdings on
the eastern shore of the Sea, giving its name to a small village there now
known as Khersa. About one mile south is a fairly steep slope within 40
yards of the shore, and about two miles from there are cavern tombs that
appear to have been used as dwellings (The NIV Study Bible, p. 1499).
Question 2. This passage will have little value to group members unless
they see that it is not just about demon possession. The devil desires to
attack, control, abuse and destroy every person. Although this mans demon
possession may represent the extreme, the Bible tells us that every nonChristian follows the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now
at work in those who are disobedient (Eph 2:2). Non-Christians are
described as those who need to escape from the trap of the devil, who has
taken them captive to do his will (2 Tim 2:26). Those outside of Christ
are also referred to as slaves who are in bondage to sin. In other words,
there are several parallels between this mans experience and that of
non-Christians in general.
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for pleasures that was battling within them for satisfaction (v. 1) and even
leading them to try to use prayer as a means of gratification (v. 3). They
were not actually asking for gratification but for things, such as money, that
they intended to use for pleasure. They wanted to gratify themselves rather
than help others and please God (The Expositors Bible Commentary, vol.
12 [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1981], p. 193).
Question 6. In the Old Testament Gods people are considered to be the
wife of the Lord (Jer 31:32). In the New Testament Gods people are called
the bride of Christ (Eph 5:23-32). Therefore, when our strongest desires
are for the things of this world rather than for God, we are guilty of idolatry
and spiritual adultery.
Question 8. In John 8:44 Jesus tells his opponents, You belong to your father,
the devil, and you want to carry out your fathers desire. He was a murderer
from the beginning. Because it is the devils nature to hate and murder, those
who are influenced by him will follow his desires and example.
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Study 7. Overcoming Our Accuser. Revelation 12:7-12.
Purpose: To find out how we can overcome the slander and accusations of
the devil.
Question 1. Alan F. Johnson helps us to understand the nature and time
frame of this battle when he writes:
It was in fact the blood of Christ [see v. 11] that dealt the actual death blow
to the dragon and enabled the saints to triumph (v. 8; cf. 5:9). Does this not
suggest that the redeeming work of Christ is here depicted by the cosmic
battle of Michael and the dragon, as it is elsewhere seen as a loosing from sin
(1:5), as a washing of our garments (7:14), and as a purchasing to God (5:9)?
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Questions 4-5. Although the passage itself does not comment on the mans
early life, it is important to realize that he was once a mother and fathers
delight. They had the same hopes and dreams for him that all parents have
for their children. What then went wrong? Probably he began by merely
giving in to evil in small ways, just as a drug addict often begins with milder
forms of drugs. But over time, evil increased its grip on the man until he
was in complete bondage to the devil.
Question 6. Walter W. Wessel writes, Marks account shows that what
caused the stampede of the pigs (v. 13b) was the entrance of the demons
into them (vv. 12-13a). The demons were bent on destroying. Not having
been able to destroy the man, they destroyed the pigs. Demons are emissaries of Satan, the Destroyer. But why did Jesus, having exorcised the
demons, allow them to enter the pigs, an act that ultimately resulted in the
destruction of the entire herd? A tentative answer is that Jesus wanted to
give tangible evidence to the man and to the people that the demons had
actually left him and that their purpose had been to destroy him even as
they destroyed the pigs (The Expositors Bible Commentary, vol. 8, p. 658).
Question 8. Although Jesus did call people literally to follow him, this man
could best follow the Lord by going back to his family and telling them how
much Jesus had done for him. Evidently, the mans testimony reached far
beyond his family. The Decapolis (v. 20) was a league of ten originally free
Greek cities located (except Scythopolis) east of the Sea of Galilee and the
Jordan River. These cities heard the testimony of the former demoniac and
responded with amazement (The Expositors Bible Commentary, vol. 8, p. 659).
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The time of the dragons defeat and ejection from heaven must therefore be
connected with the incarnation, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus (v.
13; Lk 10:18; Jn 12:31). (NIV Bible Commentary Volume 2: New Testament, p.
1184.)

In a difficult book such as Revelation, it is important not to get into
debates about various interpretations but rather to focus on what is clear:
the devils opposition against us and Jesus Christs defeat of the deviland
his accusationsthrough Jesus death and resurrection.
Question 2. Our enemy is called the great dragon, that ancient serpent,
the devil (which means slanderer or accuser), Satan (which means
adversary), and the one who leads the whole world astray (v. 9).
Question 3. This may be seen as a reference to Satans final, not his original,
exclusion from heaven.
Question 4. Romans 8:31-34 is helpful here:
If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son,
but gave him up for us allhow will he not also, along with him, graciously
give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has
chosen? It is God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who
diedmore than that, who was raised to lifeis at the right hand of God and
is also interceding for us.

Question 7. In Mark 8:34-38 Jesus told us:

Question 9. Although the devil has ultimately been defeated, he is at
present active and powerful. Thats why Paul urges us in Ephesians 6:10-20
(see study 4) to put on the full armor of God as a protection against the
devils assaults.
Study 8. Surviving Satans Attacks. Job 12.
Purpose: To understand why Satan takes an active role in our suffering.
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If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for a man
to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in
exchange for his soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him
when he comes in his Fathers glory with the holy angels.
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Questions 1-2. The Expositors Bible Commentary on Job gives an excellent
introduction to these critical verses:

Question 3. Satan insinuates that Job is not really serving the Lord but rather
himself, since God blesses Jobs religious devotion in material ways. In other
words, Satan implies that the highest religious motivelove for God expressed
in true devotionis nothing more than egocentric hypocrisy.
Question 5. Later on in the book of Job we get a glimpse of Jobs
frustrations: If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his
dwelling! I would state my case before him and fill my mouth with
arguments. I would find out what he would answer me, and consider what
he would say ( Job 23:3-6).
Question 7. Satans second accusation against Job is even more slanderous
than the first. Satan claims, A man will give all he has for his own life (2:4).
In other words, Job would be willing to give up his prosperity, the lives of his
servants and even the lives of his children in order to save his own skin.
Question 9. The NIV Study Bible helps to clarify what Jobs wife is suggesting: Satan is using Jobs wife to tempt Job as he used Eve to tempt Adam.
and die. Since nothing but death is left for Job, his wife wants him to
provoke God to administer the final stroke due to all who curse him (Lev
24:10-16) (p. 727).
Study 9. Standing Firm. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17.
Purpose: To consider how the secret power of lawlessness, which will reach
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The Prologue introduces us to Job as a man of faith and shows how his
fortunes on earth were directed by heavenly forces beyond his control. But
its full purpose lies even deeper. It is a deliberately planned foundation on
which the spiritual message of the book is based. Without this prologue the
Job of the dialogues and monologues might justly be considered a man with
an insufferable self-righteousness, and the reader would be left without a
heavenly perspective much as in the other theodicies of the ancient Near East.
With this Prologue the purpose of the book is clarifiedto show that in a
world where evil is a reality, good people may appear to unjustly suffer, but
that such injustice is precipitated by the Accuser and, though permitted by
God, it is an expression of Gods total confidence that the faith of his servant
will triumph. (Elmer B. Smick, The Expositors Bible Commentary, vol. 4
[Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1988].)
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its climax in the Antichrist, is already at work around usand how we can
resist it.
Question 1. Evidently, sometime after receiving Pauls first letter, some of
the Thessalonians came to believe that the Day of the Lord, which Paul
said would come unexpectedly (1 Thess 5:2-6), had already arrived. This
caused considerable confusion in the congregation.
Question 2. For example, Jehovahs Witnesses believe that Christs coming
occurred on October 1, 1914, but they say his coming was invisible rather
than public.
Michael Holmes writes:

Question 4. Pauls statement that the secret power of lawlessness
already at work (v. 7) is similar to the apostle Johns statement in his
first letter, Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard
that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come
(1 Jn 2:18). In other words, the same satanic spirit that will reach its
zenith in the antichrist is already at work in every generation and every
culture. For that reason it is no wonder that people have frequently
identified various people as the antichrist, since little antichrists are not
uncommon in a fallen world.
Question 6. According to Michael Holmes,
The counterfeit signs and wonders of the lawless one (2:9) exercise their
deceptive effect on those who are perishing (2:10; cf. 1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor.
2:15; 4:3), a group (in contrast to those who are being saved) clearly not part
of the community of faith. They are perishing specifically because they
refused to love the truth and so be saved (2:10); that is, their fate is a
consequence of their own choice. . . . When presented with an opportunity
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These things that must happen first (which probably should be taken as
components of a single complex event, but could be two sequential items)
include (1) the occurrence of the rebellion (v. 3), and (2) the revealing (cf.
vv. 6, 8) of the man of lawlessness (v. 3b). Paul takes it for granted (cf. v. 5)
that his readers know what he means by the rebellion [apostasia] and says
nothing further about it. The term could denote either political or religious
rebellion; here the two ideas are likely combined, with the emphasis on the latter.
Paul, like other New Testament writers (cf. Matt. 24:10-12; Mark 13:5; Luke
8:13; Jude 18), probably has in view a time of increasing wrongdoing and general
opposition to God (cf. 2 Tim. 3:1-9). (1 & 2 Thessalonians, p. 230.)
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to receive the love of the truth (NASB ; the unusual form of the phrase love
of the truth probably reflects an intended contrast to the deception of
wickedness in 2:10a) and thereby experience salvation, these people instead
rejected it (cf. 1:8). As Paul puts it emphatically in 2:12b, when they could
have believed the truth, they instead delighted in wickedness (cf. John 3:19;
Rom. 2:8). (1 & 2 Thessalonians, The NIV Application Commentary, p. 236.)

Question 7. Encourage group members to identify specific phrases in this
passage that describe the fate of the man of lawlessness and those who
follow him. For example, Paul says that the man of lawlessness is doomed
to destruction (v. 3). The Lord Jesus will overthrow him with the breath
of his mouth and destroy [him] by the splendor of his coming (v. 8).
Likewise, those who follow the man of lawlessness are perishing (v. 10),
and they will be condemned when the Lord returns (v. 12).
Prayer. If you are leading a group, have one person read this prayer aloud
while the rest pray silently.
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