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Bible Reading Record 
 
You may find it simpler to set a goal of reading a certain number of chapters a day than to try and 
stick to some of the formal schedules that are available. They work fine for some people, but for 
others, the (false) guilt or discouragement that come from “getting behind” is not helpful. If you 
miss a day or don’t read the number of chapters you planned, you don’t need to go back and “catch up” 
(though you can if you have time)—just keep going. It may take you a bit longer this way, but better 
to finish a little later than not finish at all. If you want to read through the Bible in one or two years, 
the following figures may be useful. There are 1,189 chapters in the Bible, so reading  an average of 5 
days a week, to read the entire Bible in one year, you would need to average about 4.5 chapters per 
day; in 2 years, about 2.3 chapters per day; Reading one chapter a day will take you through the Bible 
in about 4.5 years. Reading through the Bible in one year isn’t one of the Ten Commandments, but it is 
a helpful spiritual discipline. Many people will find a slower pace more helpful, even if they don’t keep 
up with Joe or Aunt Matilda. And if I may be so bold, try reading all the way through in a different 
translation some time—you’ll be surprised at how much you notice that you tend to “read over” in your 
more familiar translation. (Try the NIV or the NASB [1995 update edition] if you haven’t read them 
through before.) By using various markings (circle, underline, line through, hi-light, etc.) and 
different color inks multiple readings may be marked on this sheet. The top part of this sheet will fit 
in most standard-size Bibles to use as a bookmark, or it may be fastened inside the cover so that it 
doesn’t get lost. (R. Decker, 2d. ed., 9/2001, <http://faculty.bbc.edu/rdecker/rd_rsrc.htm>) 


