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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR CARL

We are in a new sermon series on our identity in Christ
as the Family of God in This Place, following the ILC
theme of A Home, a Family, a Place of Worship.

THE FORGIVEN AND
FORGIVING FAMILY OF GOD
“But God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20b ESV). Our
identity in Christ as the forgiven and forgiving family
of God has a lot to do with how we evaluate the
events of our lives. These words of Joseph spoken to
his trembling brothers express the way in which we
live as the forgiven and forgiving family of God.
No doubt, as Joseph looked back on his life and the
events that led him to where he was standing that day,
he was filled with emotion. After Jacob’s death,
Joseph’s brothers were concerned that he might treat
them as they deserved and so they came to him with
words from his father to forgive his brothers. The Bible
says that as Joseph heard these words he wept.
Indeed, it was probably a lot to process. Having been
sold by these brothers into slavery, having been
falsely accused, imprisoned and forgotten for years,
and now as the second only to the Pharaoh in all of
Egypt, Joseph had a lot to consider. Yet, in and
through it all God had opened his heart to a different
reality. What they had meant for evil, God had meant
for good and the saving of many, including his family
and even himself.
Our identity in Christ as the forgiven and forgiving
family of God can change the way we evaluate the
events of our lives. Both the readings from Romans 14
and Matthew 18 emphasize our forgiven state and the
call to live a forgiving life. In the cruelest act ever, the
death of Jesus on the cross, God was reconciling the
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world to Himself. In baptism into Jesus, we are
transformed in the way we look at our lives and our
relationships to one another. Today we may be faced
with and beset by many unjust acts. Our own actions
may not be so kind and loving at times. The reality of
our own dysfunctionality, though, does not change
the function of how in Christ, God is bringing about
the saving of many.
Even as Joseph was moved to see this opportunity to
care for his brothers and speak tenderly to them, we
can in Christ see things differently. We rely on the
Spirit to help us reframe the events of our lives in the
light of Jesus’ cross and the empty tomb.
Forgiveness is the underlying feature of our family.
Our home is a place where we show this forgiveness
daily. In this place to worship His forgiveness is
given and shared. Here at International Lutheran
Church, we the forgiven and forgiving people of
God in this place invite you to join us as He comes to
us in His Word and sends us out to share this Good
News with all.

Pastor Carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

ONLINE SERVICES ONLY

CHURCH OPERATIONS CONTINUE

Due to recent government restrictions, we will not be able
to gather for worship at the sanctuary at this time. Please
join the worship service online. Access to the service will
be found on the ILC website (www.ilcseoul.org),
Facebook, and through a YouTube link that will be sent
out on Sunday morning.

Though we are not meeting in person, church operations
still continue and to that end we encourage you to make
use of offering your tithes and gifts via online giving.
Giving in this way will be recorded for your personal endof-year giving statement.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS - HELP OUT!
Would you like to assist in the pre-recorded worship
services? We always are looking for more people to
volunteer to record the Bible readings, parts of the liturgy,
prayers, and the hymns. Please let us know
at seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com if you are willing to help.

If you are unable or do not wish to give electronically, you
may hold your offerings until we resume our normal
worship schedule.
Thank you for your role in keeping ILC’s ministry ongoing.
CITIBANK 260-00497-243-01

READINGS

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK
It is never too late to join our Virtual Sunday School. If you
have children and are interested (or if you would be
willing to help with this new and developing ministry at
ILC), please email ILC Volunteer at
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Virtual Bible Studies take place throughout the week:
Sunday nights at 7:00 - The Biblical Foundation of the
Lutheran Understanding of Vocation
Wednesday nights at 7:00 - A Home, a Family, a Place of
Worship
Friday mornings at 10:00 - Women’s Bible Study

September 13: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
OT

Genesis 50:15-21

NT

Romans 14:1-12

Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35

September 20: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
OT

Isaiah 55:6-9

NT

Philippians 1:12-14,19-30

Gospel

Matthew 20:1-16

FLOWERS
If you would like to purchase flowers for beside the altar
in order to honor or gift to someone, the cost is ₩35,000
for a potted arrangement. Please write to
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com with any questions or
requests.
9/13: from Martin and Sun
for Sun’s niece, Yunji Lee’s
birthday
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