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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
ANYTIME

Worship Service
(to be available online prerecorded)

ALL SAINTS AND ALL ANGELS:
OUR SHEPHERD KING

7:00 p.m.

Bible Study (regularly scheduled at
9:00 a.m.; to be available online
livestream)

”I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep” (Ezekiel 34:15a
ESV). Our biblical understanding of the “end times” has a direct

impact on our everyday living. Today, we hear how our
Shepherd King is coming to judge the nations. Yet this image
of the Shepherd King and Judge is focused on His action to
gather the lost and hurting, those forgotten and oppressed.
While His judgement may surprise us, His action is what
gathers us into His eternal presence.
Times of harvest and ingathering are special times for giving
thanks. The American Thanksgiving Day celebration of God’s
faithfulness and abundant supply may look differently this year
as we gather in masks and with social distancing, or perhaps
not at all. Yet this opportunity to give thanks to our God who
has given us all we need in this life and in the next is precious
and even more urgent this year as His coming hastens on. Here
at International Lutheran Church we have been focused on the
Bible’s view of the “end times,” that day of “clouds and thick
darkness.” Our theme, All Saints and All Angels, reminds us of
St. John’s vision of the heavenly throne room and the Lamb of
God at the center of God’s salvation. This sheep-motif is
developed further in our Old Testament reading from Ezekiel
today.
Ezekiel, the great exilic prophet who accompanied God’s
people to Babylon with the first deportation, looks forward to
that day when God Himself would shepherd His people in
justice. Ezekiel announces that God Himself will gather from
the ends of the earth those who were scattered to the
mountains of Israel to be fed by Him. This image of the final
consummation of God’s action comes with a comforting tone
of rich supply after the devastating news of the destruction of
Jerusalem in chapter 33. What God has scattered, He Himself
will gather. His gathering will be a comfort and blessing to
those whose hope is the LORD. Their distress is ended and
now they will enter His peace. This day of justice will also reveal
the injustice of our lives. The way we live demonstrates the
reasons for God’s judgement upon what we have done and not
done – our sins of commission and omission. The warning is
clear and needs to be heard. Our lives are judged both on our

THIS WEEK
Wed., 11/25 Bible Study
(to be available online livestream)

inability to avoid evil, and our failure to act in a way that
demonstrates God’s goodness. Matthew’s gospel parable, the
third in the series of end times stories, shows that our lack of
compassion is not excusable. What we fail to do for the “least
of these” is declared as clear evidence of God’s righteous
judgement to come.
The Psalmist’s musing is not idle chatter. “If you, O LORD kept
a record of sin, O LORD who could stand?” (Psalm 130:3 ESV).
Who could be saved if we are to be judged for not only the
evil that we fail to avoid but even more importantly for the
good we fail to do? Here Ezekiel points again to the LORD’s
solution as God declares that it is through His servant, David,
that He will bring forth a Prince among them. Jesus, David’s
descendant but also David’s Lord, will be “raised up” from
among them as that Shepherd King to judge the nations!
Jesus, the sinless Son of God, whose life for “the least” was
visited with our condemnation when He was lifted upon the
cross. He gives us His own body for our food and His
righteousness for our nakedness that we would be delivered
and gathered from our prison into His presence.
As we wait for the coming of our Shepherd King and the final
gathering with eager expectation, even now we live with faith
and hope as we are scattered to the ends of the earth to bring
this good news to all.

Pastor Carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING DAY ACTIVITIES
Though our format will be different, we still are planning
for a Thanksgiving Service and Meal on Thursday,
November 26. Service time will be 6:00 p.m., followed by
a takeout meal that will be boxed up for you to carry
home and enjoy. Please sign up if you plan to come so
we know how many to prepare. The link to the sign up
form is included in the digital version of The Messenger.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
After the 11:00 service next week (November 29), we will
decorate the church for the Advent and Christmas season.
All are welcome to hang around to join in this annual
event.

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
ONLINE GIVING
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
FAITHFULLY MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.
Though we are not meeting in person, church operations
still continue and to that end we encourage you to make
use of offering your tithes and gifts via online giving.
Giving in this way will be recorded for your personal endof-year giving statement.
If you are unable or do not wish to give electronically, you
may hold your offerings until we resume our normal
worship schedule.
CITIBANK 260-00497-243-01

ILC PRAYER TEAM
The ILC Prayer Team meets after the service in the
Connection Corner in the northwest corner of the
fellowship hall. If you have prayer requests please contact
us at seoulilc.prayer@gmail.com.

NEW MINISTRY!
On Saturday, December 5 a new ILC Men’s Group will
meet for the first time online. All men all welcome to join
in this inaugural session from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. More
details to follow next week.

ACCESS TO CHURCH SERVICES
Please see the electronic version of The Messenger for the
link to register for our Socially Responsible Services. The
prerecorded services will continue to be found on the ILC
website (www.ilcseoul.org), Facebook, and through a
YouTube link that will be sent out on Sunday morning.

READINGS
November 22: Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
OT

Ezekiel 34:11-16; 20-24

NT

1 Corinthians 15:20-28

Gospel

Matthew 25:31-46
November 29: First Sunday in Advent

OT

Isaiah 64:1-9

NT

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Gospel

Mark 11:1-10

FLOWERS
If you would like to purchase flowers for beside the altar
in order to honor or gift to someone, the cost is ₩35,000
for a potted arrangement. Please write to
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com with any questions or
requests.
11/22: from Martin and Sun
for the birthday of Sun’s friend,
Ok-kyung Kye
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