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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

11:00 AM  LIVE STREAMED ONLY service                                                  

7:00 PM  Bible Study                          
  (regularly scheduled at  9:00 AM; to be   
  available online)    

THIS WEEK                                                          
Wed., 10/20 Bible Study     
  (to be available online at 7:00 PM)   

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events
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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
THE IMPOSSIBLE GOD 
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but 
not with God. For all things are possible with God” (Mark 10:27 
ESV). Appreciating The impossible is not easy for us to unpack since 
it is in principle beyond our ability. Today at International Lutheran 
Church, we continue reading through the Gospel of Mark. Last 
week we saw how a young man came to Jesus to ask what he must 
do to be saved. He sought to probe the mysteries of God’s 
goodness and yet remained focused only on himself. Jesus’ 
response left the young man walking away saddened because it 
was a call to look to Jesus alone. Now it is the disciples’ turn to 
understand the impossible ways of God and His call to discipleship 
for all. 

The disciples respond to Jesus and the sadness of the rich young 
man with utter surprise. It is as if the impossible was staring them 
directly in the face. This is partly why the disciples would be so 
surprised at Jesus’ two-fold words of the difficulty for the rich to 
enter the Kingdom of God. Weren’t the rich the ones “blessed by 
God”? Didn’t their wealth symbolize God’s favor and grace to 
them? Didn’t their wealth also allow them the ability to fulfill all of 
God’s demands, time to spend reading the Law, and the ability to 
offer the sacrifices that God demands? That the disciples would be 
anything but completely astonished would be astonishing. In a 
sense, if the rich cannot be saved, then who can? 

Here is where Jesus reveals the greatest mystery of all. Salvation is 
not a work or activity of man but an activity of God alone. What is 
impossible for man is possible for God. One way to understand 
God’s impossible actions revealed in Jesus is through the insights 
of the Reformation. Luther, like many people of his day, wrestled 
with the harsh reality of his own sinful condition and God’s 
righteous demands. Everything that Luther experienced in his day 
pointed in this same direction. The church had its lists of 
expectations and actions for those who would live a righteous life. 
Society, too, had its own standards of goodness and how it should 
be lived out. But what was most troubling to Luther was his own 
expectations that he had for himself. Luther knew how impossible it 
was to please God, because he knew how his actions at being 
good were either driven by fear or pride. It was simply impossible 
to please God because it would always end up either puffing him 
up or tearing him down.  

This is why Luther’s experience of God’s grace in the Word of God 
was like an “open window” into heaven as he came to a new 
understanding of just what the “righteousness of God” really 

meant. Until this point, Luther, like the young man and the disciples 
of Jesus’ day, saw the righteousness of God as the standard of 
God’s expectation for our actions that we do to make ourselves right 
with God. The young man had honestly said to Jesus, “All this I have 
done from my youth. What else must I do?” This makes sense to us 
because this is how our world works. There is no such thing as a 
“free lunch.” Everything comes at a cost. What else must I do? Here 
is where we need to turn and see it is not our actions that matter but 
God’s. His work alone is what matters.  

Just as Jesus is on His way to the cross, He is looking at this young 
man, His disciples and you and me with love. What is impossible 
with man is possible with God, because Jesus is here to lavish on us 
the true riches of heaven. For Luther, grace is not just a little extra 
help to get us into heaven. Grace is the “great exchange.” God does 
the impossible as He becomes a man and suffers for our guilt and 
shame. Jesus on the cross gives to us all that we couldn’t even 
imagine. We gain Christ’s riches as He gets our poverty. 

Yes, there are lots of things we can do to change our own ways and 
even the ways of others. But how are we to change the God who 
changes not? Only He can do this. And in Jesus He does. When it 
comes to salvation it is all or nothing, and in this we can see how 
God could and does enact the impossible as He puts Himself into 
our place on the cross and brings us to where He is.  

Pastor Carl

The Messenger 
International Lutheran Church
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY 
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we 
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts 
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for 
your personal end-of-year giving statement.  

 CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

October 17: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

OT Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

NT Hebrews 4:1-16

Gospel Mark 10:23-31

   

ILC’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
As previously announced, we have begun a celebration of 
ILC’s 60th year in Seoul, giving God the glory for these 
years of Good News proclaimed in this community. Be 
open for ways to support and celebrate this special 
occasion in the days and months ahead.   

PORTALS OF PRAYERS 
The October-December edition of these popular 
devotionals is now available at the church. Come by and 
pick one up! 

COMMUNION OPPORTUNITY 
On Sundays, after the service, Pastor Carl is offering Holy 
Communion to pre-registered individuals. Please follow the 
link in the electronic version of The Messenger in order to 
register. 

CONFIRMATION AND FIRST COMMUNION 
Are you or your child interested in learning more about the 
rite of Confirmation or First Communion? Classes for 
2021/2022 will begin this month. Please contact Pastor Carl 
for further details (seoulilc.pastor@gmail.com).  

FLOWERS 
   
If you would like to purchase flowers for beside the altar in 
order to honor or gift to someone, the cost is ₩35,000 for 
a potted arrangement. Please write to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com with any questions or 
requests.  

                
               
 

We are sharing some photos from the past as we think                    

about our congregation’s 60th anniversary.                                                
The recreation area (today’s Fellowship Hall).
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