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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM  Socially Responsible Service (with   
  live stream)                      
11:00 AM  Socially Responsible Service (with   
  live stream)         
7:00 PM  Bible Study                          
  (regularly scheduled at  9:00 AM; to be   
  available online)                                        

THIS WEEK                                                          
Wed., 12/1 Bible Study     
  (to be available online at 7:00 PM)   

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events 
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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
THE LORD IS OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 
“In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will 
dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’”  (Jeremiah 33:16 ESV). 
Advent is about time. It’s about knowing the coming of time 
and the fulfillment of time. Advent is a time for us to prepare. 
Jeremiah saw those days and knew the significance of them. 
He saw and declared our new identity in God’s own 
righteousness. Join us as we enter the Good Word of God’s 
promise fulfilled in Jesus. 

Today at International Lutheran Church we begin a new church 
year and the season of Advent reflecting on time. He who is 
Alpha and Omega, and the Beginning and the End is where all 
time has its fulfillment. Advent is a season dedicated to 
preparing for, as well as experiencing, the fulfillment of God’s 
time. Jeremiah saw all this in his day and was called to share 
the Good Word of God about “those days.” Jeremiah also 
knew the meaning of faith and hope, and the idea that God’s 
time is often different than our own. 

This prophet who lived to see the fall of Jerusalem and the 
captivity of God’s people also saw and spoke of the day that 
would come, the time when things would be different. 
Jeremiah, sometimes called the weeping prophet, was also 
called to share with God’s people their only sure and certain 
hope. He was called to declare the new identity of God’s 
people in the reality of God’s promises. Earlier in Jeremiah 
23:5 the prophet had already declared the identity of the One 
from David’s line who would be lifted up like a branch: David’s 
son yet David’s Lord, our Savior Jesus. Yes, Jeremiah saw His 
day and His arrival at the gates of the City of David and the 
place where God dwelt with His people. Jeremiah saw just how 
this Branch of David would be lifted up and be known as “The 
LORD is our Righteousness.” 

He whose was called to speak of the destruction of the great 
city of God, Jerusalem, also saw how God would reject His 
chosen people, but ultimately choose His Chosen One – the 
Messiah Himself. This Branch of David would be lifted up upon 
the cross to become for us and all people our Righteousness. 

Jesus, the One executed for justice’s sake, does execute God’s 
justice for each and every one of us. He is our Righteousness. 
And so in Baptism we take up a new identity. We become the 
LORD’s and are now known by His Name. We enter into His 
Advent and declare in our lives the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.  

Not only does our new identity prepare us to remember rightly 
His first Advent, His first coming, but it also helps us to prepare 
for His second coming, His second Advent. Even as He comes 
to us today as our Righteousness in the Bread and the Cup, we 
are lifted up for all the world to see in us the grace and mercy 
of God poured out. This Advent season we take time to 
contemplate the LORD our Righteousness for us, even as we 
share this Good Word of God’s promise to all people. 

Pastor Carl

The Messenger 
International Lutheran Church
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY 
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we 
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts 
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for 
your personal end-of-year giving statement.  

 CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

November 28: First Sunday in Advent

OT Jeremiah 33:14–16

NT 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13

Gospel Luke 19:28–40

ILC FINANCIALS 
Pastor Carl sent a ‘Special Thanksgiving Letter’ last week 
(11/20) which spoke of ways to support our church. While 
our giving is running a bit behind our budgeted goal, our 
overall expenses are lower than expected. We invite you to 
consider the multiple opportunities before us as we 
approach the end of the calendar year. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
LAST CHANCE! ILC is participating in Operation Christmas 
Child, a project of Samaritan's Purse, whose mission is to 
provide spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around 
the world. You are invited to pick up a shoe box at the table 
in the Fellowship Hall. We ask that you return the shoebox 
no later than Sunday, November 28th.   

THANKSGIVING DINNER 
Thank you to all those who participated in the preparation of 
the 125 meals on Thursday and Friday. It was a lot of fun and 
fellowship! Apart from the takeaway meals we enjoyed as a 
congregation, we were able to provide 50 for a local church 
who works with homeless individuals around Dongdaemun 
Station. O give thanks to the Lord for He is good!    

MEN’S GROUP FELLOWSHIP 
On Saturday, December 5, the ILC Men’s Group will meet 
online. All men are welcome to join in from 7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM. A link will be in the electronic version of the The 
Messenger.  

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
Everyone is welcome to join us this Sunday (11/28) after the 
11:00 AM service as we decorate the church for the Advent 
and Christmas season. With many hands, we usually can 
finish in about 30 minute. Stick around and join the 
fellowship! 

FLOWERS    
We are in Advent! Poinsettias will be placed around the 
altar for the next several weeks. If you would like to take 
some home after this season, or order new ones, please 
let us know. Please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com 
with any questions or requests.  

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in 
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning. 
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