The Messenger
International Lutheran Church
www.ilcseoul.org

|

February 21, 2021

|

Issue #737

A NOTE FROM
PASTOR CARL

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

JESUS OVERCOMES

9:00 am &
11:00 am

Socially Responsible Services

7:00 pm

Bible Study

ANYTIME

Worship Service
(to be available online prerecorded)

”And he (Jesus) was in the wilderness forty days,
being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild
animals, and the angels were ministering to him” (Mark
1:13 ESV). As Jesus the Son of God defeats our ancient foe, we
put our faith in Him who overcame our sin and death upon the
cross and through the empty tomb. Lent is a 40-day journey
into the very heart of God. We will be reading through the
Gospel of Mark as we embrace our Lord’s act to save us and
receive Him who came for us. Today as we read about the
testing of Jesus in the wilderness, we are invited to see how he
has overcome our ancient adversary and accuser with His own
sacri ce on the cross for you and me and all the world.
The Scriptures give us many accounts of those who were
tested and tried by God. Abraham the Father of Faith was put
to the test. Job was tested and tried to see what was at his very
core. Moses and the entire people of Israel were tested for
forty years to see what was in their heart.

(regularly scheduled at 9:00 am; to be
available online livestream)

THIS WEEK
Wed., 2/24

Bible Study
(to be available online livestream)

here in Mark we see the return to Eden where angels and wild
animals made up the company of Adam, the son of God. But
unlike our

Tests are just that - moments when we are examined to see
what we are made of. Maybe you heard or read about the Mars
landing this week. Wow! Talk about a test! Here the
culmination of 7 years of a whole team of scientists was tested
before the whole world to see the results of all their little tests
throughout the process. No wonder they called it
Perseverance. There was one moment in particular in this
attempt to land a vehicle on the planet’s surface that the
scientists referred to as “7 minutes of terror” when all their
work would be put to the test, when all the coding and
construction would be shaken to the core. Watching their stbumps and seeing their smiles we can see how their work was
proven to be worth it. All their work, we say, “paid off” and was
shown to be made of “gold.”
Mark takes us to the very core of Jesus as he tells us of the
“forty days” of “terror” where Jesus was tempted by Satan in
the wilderness. Immediately after Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan,
the Holy Spirit threw Him out into the wild place so that we
would know the One in whom we have put our trust is truly
trustworthy. While the other gospels remind us of how Jesus’
testing was the true ful llment of what Israel was meant to do,
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE SERVICES
Current regulations allow for 20% capacity, meaning more
slots for each worship. If you plan to attend, please sign
up early, preferably before 12:00 noon on Saturday. The
registration link is in the electronic version of The
Messenger.

ONLINE GIVING
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
FAITHFULLY MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.

LENTEN DEVOTIONS

Though we are not meeting in person, church operations
still continue and to that end we encourage you to make
use of offering your tithes and gifts via online giving.
Giving in this way will be recorded for your personal endof-year giving statement.

Printed Lenten devotionals from Lutheran Hour Ministries
are available at the church. Also, links to download
devotion podcasts are in the electronic version of The
Messenger.

If you are unable or do not wish to give electronically, you
may hold your offerings until we resume our normal
worship schedule.
CITIBANK 260-00497-243-01

ILC OFFERINGS RECORD FOR LOCAL TAXES
If you need a donations statement for local taxes, please
let us know by sending an email to
seoulilc.church@gmail.com.

READINGS
February 21: The First Sunday in Lent
OT

Genesis 22:1-18

NT

James 1:12-18

Gospel

Mark 1:9-15

February 28: The Second Sunday in Lent
OT

Genesis 17:1-7; 15-16

NT

Romans 5:1-11

Gospel

Mark 8:27-38

