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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
ANYTIME  Worship Service      
  (to be available online prerecorded) 

9:00 am &      
11:00 am    Socially Responsible Services 

7:00 pm  Bible Study      
  (regularly scheduled at  9:00 am; to be   
  available online livestream) 

THIS WEEK                                                          
Wed., 3/3 Bible Study       
  (to be available online livestream)
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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
“FOLLOW ME!” 
“And he (Jesus) called to him the crowd with his 
disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me” (Mark 8:34 ESV). Last week we began this season 
of Lent like the season of Epiphany in the waters of Jesus’ 
baptism. We saw how Jesus’ identity as the beloved Son of 
God was immediately thrown into a 40-day ordeal of 
temptation in the wilderness. Today we see the full reality of 
where Jesus’ journey would end – the cross.   

The Gospel lesson for today from Mark’s Gospel (8:27-38) 
records for us some amazing truths: Jesus’ identity as the 
Christ revealed through the lips of Peter; Jesus’ first passion 
prediction and teaching of what it means to be the Christ; 
and ultimately the sharp rebuke to Peter who denied with 
diabolical intent this path of pain before His Savior. For us 
today, we focus on the words to the group that Jesus 
gathered to Himself. What had started as a private lesson 
just with the disciples became a teachable moment of what 
it means to be a disciple for all who would follow this Jesus. 
Before we criticize Peter for his ill will and quick words, 
when was the last time any of us looked at suffering and 
rejection as a good thing? When was the “short straw” 
drawn with glee? Peter was only articulating what is in any 
of us: the drive to survive and win. While we may have 
become accustomed to some forms of less favorable 
consequences, and even a willingness to recognize our 
deserving due, what about for Jesus? Peter just dared to 
say what all thought to be true. Jesus is the Promised One! 
He is the One through whom all the Nations would be 
blessed. Could He be rejected and die? Why would God 
allow Him to be betrayed? What is “rising from the dead” all 
about anyway? How could anything good come of anything 
negative? 

The mystery of the cross needs to be taught again and 
again. The cross does not make sense or seem right. Paul 
said that as much as we might understand someone dying 

for a good person, no one would ever imagine dying for 
one’s own enemy. It just doesn’t make sense. Yet it is how we 
know the love of God to be just that, grace and love. Luther 
in his small book on what it means to be a follower of Jesus 
notes that each day needs to begin and end with the sign of 
the cross and the remembrance of our baptism. He 
recognized that Jesus’ call to take up our cross and follow 
him is a daily event and a lifelong struggle against self. 
While the cross means death to self, it is also our connection 
to Jesus. In Baptism we are connected to Jesus and His 
cross. In the Supper, He gives us His very body and blood 
given on the cross for us to eat and drink.  

The cross is a symbol of Lent. Not only does it mark the 
consequence of our sin, but the cross also clearly displays 
Jesus’ love for us. We cannot “water down” the cross or 
“tame its bite.” But in and through Jesus, the One who came 
not to save His life but to give His life, the cross is not a 
minus but a plus as He calls us all to experience all of Him in 
the cross.  

Pastor Carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN 
FAITHFULLY MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

Though we are not meeting in person, church operations 
still continue and to that end we encourage you to make 
use of offering your tithes and gifts via online giving. 
Giving in this way will be recorded for your personal end-
of-year giving statement.  

If you are unable or do not wish to give electronically, you 
may hold your offerings until we resume our normal 
worship schedule. 

 CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

February 28: The Second Sunday in Lent

OT Genesis 17:1-7; 15-16

NT Romans 5:1-11

Gospel Mark 8:27-38

March 7: The Third Sunday in Lent

OT Exodus 20:1-17

NT 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Gospel John 2:13-25

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE SERVICES  
If you plan to attend, please sign up early, preferably 
before 12:00 noon on Saturday. The registration link is in 
the electronic version of The Messenger.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONS  
Printed Lenten devotionals from Lutheran Hour Ministries 
are available at the church. Also, links to download 
devotion podcasts are in the electronic version of The 
Messenger. 

ILC ANNIVERSARY PLANNING 
ILC will celebrate a special anniversary next year - 60 years 
of ministry in Seoul! A committee is forming to plan this 
event. Do you have an idea to share? Are you interested in 
helping out? Please let us know at 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Plans are underway to hold a congregational meeting at 
the end of March. Please watch for further updates. 

MEN’S GROUP FELLOWSHIP 
On Saturday, March 6 the ILC Men’s Group will meet 
online. All men all welcome to join in from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. The link will be sent out next week.. 

CALLING ALL ILC FAMILIES 
On Saturday, March 20 and 27 and April 10 and 17 ILC will 
host a special webinar entitled “Keeping Your Marriage 
Strong: Six Pillars of Strong Marriages and Families.” Rev. 
Dr. Scott and Lori Rische will be leading this training on 
the essentials of building and maintaining a strong 
marriage. The class will be open to both in-person as well 
as online participants. Couples are encouraged to join 
together. Singles are welcome and a special small group 
will be included for them. The Zoom/in-person sessions 
will open at 9:00 am for 30 minutes of fellowship and 
worship followed by the lecture, discussion and breakout 
rooms. We will close the meeting at 11:30 am but have 
time afterwards for individual questions or follow-up. 
More details to follow. 

We will try to post some photos from the past as we begin 
to think about our congregation’s 60th anniversary. The 
man in the photo is Rev. Wayne Daubenspeck, the first 
pastor of what was originally called the Lutheran Service 
Center. Notice the retaining wall in the background. 
(photo circa 1961)
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