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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
ANYTIME  Worship Service      
  (to be available online prerecorded) 

9:00 am &      
11:00 am    Socially Responsible Services 

7:00 pm  Bible Study      
  (regularly scheduled at  9:00 am; to be   
  available online livestream) 

THIS WEEK                                                          
Wed., 3/10 Bible Study       
  (to be available online livestream)
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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
ZEAL FOR GOD’S HOUSE 
His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for 
your house will consume me’ (John 2:17 ESV). During this 
season of Lent, our readings have been mostly from the Gospel of 
Mark. But for the next two weeks we shift our focus to the Gospel 
of John. There are a couple of important things to say, though, if 
we compare the gospel reading today and the Gospel of Mark. 
The first is that for John the event of Jesus driving out the money 
changers comes at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Yet, for Mark 
and the other gospels, they are the culmination of Jesus’ ministry, 
perhaps even a kind of last straw. Secondly, while Jesus’ words 
concerning the tearing down of the temple are certainly known to 
the reader of Mark’s gospel, we never actually hear Jesus say 
them. Only at the trial before Herod (Mark 14:58) and at the cross 
(Mark 15:29) do we hear people falsely accuse Jesus of saying He 
would destroy the temple and raise it in three days.  

To the first point it is entirely possible that this event happened 
more than once in the life and ministry of Jesus. Like the different 
healings with the same illness, or the events of rough water, large 
catches of fish or great multitudes of people feasting on a few 
loaves and fish, there is nothing to say that Jesus didn’t more than 
once walk into the temple courts and insist that God’s House was 
anything other than a place of prayer and contemplation of God’s 
grace and mercy. It had become, instead, a place to buy and sell 
and make a little money. There is nothing wrong with earning a fair 
wage or being compensated for services rendered, but when the 
gift of God’s grace is turned into an opportunity to enrich 
ourselves, then something has gone wrong. The reset button 
needs to be hit. Our work and wealth are a blessing of the LORD. 
Lord keep us from turning goodliness into great gain! John could 
also be trying to make a theological point in the way Jesus’ 
ministry was all about restoring the House of God as He came to 
be the very Temple of God, the very sacrifice of God, the very 
mercy of God. 

As for the second observation, we have four gospels and they 
each give us a different perspective. We need to know them all 
and to see how they collectively give us a fuller picture than just 
one version that tries to say it all. For John, the statement that 
Jesus actually says points out the truth of His coming. When 
questioned for a sign to show His authority to do such things, 

Jesus points us to the heart of His work and the sign of all signs. 
Jesus tells us that in an effort to keep our control, we would raze 
the temple, the very House and Body of God by sending the One 
and Only Son of God to the cross. This is a kind of anti-temple as 
we would see Him accursed and cut off from God’s presence. While 
we may sometimes feel that we are “going under” as we cry out like 
the psalmist, “Delivery me from the sinking mire!” (Psalm 69:14-16), 
only Jesus truly did go down for us. He went under, that our sins 
would be completely swallowed up in His death. God did not 
respond to Jesus’ cry but left Him to die the death we deserved, 
and yet He - this Jesus - raised that temple on the third day so that 
we would always know our prayers are heard. 

This is good news for us! Jesus’ zeal is for you and me. We see the 
passion and zeal of our LORD and His plan to raise us up on the 
third day! As we sometimes struggle to see the presence of God in 
our lives, these words remind us of how His zeal for God’s House is 
His zeal for you and me. His zeal now consumes us as we seek to 
share this good news into all the world! 

Pastor Carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN 
FAITHFULLY MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

Though we are not meeting in person, church operations 
still continue and to that end we encourage you to make 
use of offering your tithes and gifts via online giving. 
Giving in this way will be recorded for your personal end-
of-year giving statement.  

If you are unable or do not wish to give electronically, you 
may hold your offerings until we resume our normal 
worship schedule. 

 CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

March 7: The Third Sunday in Lent

OT Exodus 20:1-17

NT 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Gospel John 2:13-25

March 14: The Fourth Sunday in Lent

OT Numbers 21:4-9

NT Ephesians 2:1-10

Gospel John 3:14-21

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE SERVICES  
If you plan to attend, please sign up early, preferably 
before 12:00 noon on Saturday. The registration link is in 
the electronic version of The Messenger.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONS  
Printed Lenten devotionals from Lutheran Hour Ministries 
are available at the church. Also, links to download 
devotion podcasts are in the electronic version of The 
Messenger. 

ILC ANNIVERSARY PLANNING 
ILC will celebrate a special anniversary next year - 60 years 
of ministry in Seoul! A committee is forming to plan this 
event. Do you have an idea to share? Are you interested in 
helping out? Please let us know at 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Plans are underway to hold a congregational meeting on 
March 28. Please watch for further updates. 

MEN’S GROUP FELLOWSHIP 
On Saturday, March 6 the ILC Men’s Group will meet 
online. All men all welcome to join in from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. The link is found in the electronic version of The 
Messenger. 

CALLING ALL ILC FAMILIES 
On Saturday, March 20 and 27 and April 10 and 17 ILC will 
host a special webinar entitled “Keeping Your Marriage 
Strong: Six Pillars of Strong Marriages and Families.” Rev. 
Dr. Scott and Lori Rische will be leading this training on 
the essentials of building and maintaining a strong 
marriage. We will be using this time to build one another 
up in prayer as we learn more about how God is with us in 
our lives together in the family. The class will be open to 
both in-person as well as online participants. Couples are 
encouraged to join together. Singles are welcome and a 
special small group will be included for them. The Zoom/
in-person sessions will open at 9:00 am for 30 minutes of 
fellowship and worship followed by the lecture, discussion 
and breakout rooms. We will close the meeting at 11:30 
am but have time afterwards for individual questions or 
follow-up. The link will be sent next week.

We are sharing some photos from the past as we begin to 
think about our congregation’s 60th anniversary.
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