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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
ANYTIME  Worship Service      
  (to be available online prerecorded) 

9:00 am &      
11:00 am    Socially Responsible Services 

7:00 pm  Bible Study      
  (regularly scheduled at  9:00 am; to be   
  available online livestream) 

THIS WEEK                                                          
Wed., 4/14 Bible Study       
  (to be available online livestream)
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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
POSTURE THAT SPEAKS 
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you”  (John 20:19 ESV). Here at International 
Lutheran Church, we continue our meditation on the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Each year on the 
Second Sunday of Easter we reflect on the events of both 
the night of that first day of the week, and the eighth day 
following as the disciples are gathered in the locked room 
of fear and death.  

We often focus on the reaction of Thomas called the Twin 
who emphatically said that he would not believe the news 
that Jesus was alive unless he put his own fingers into the 
hands, feet and side of the Savior. Hence, this disciple is 
often called Doubting Thomas, along with anyone who 
does not “believe” the most unbelievable news. While 
doubt or unbelief is certainly a defining element of this 
account in John’s gospel and in the longer ending of Mark 
(16:14), it is only a reflection of what is our true spiritual 
nature due to the Fall. We are born spiritually dead and 
must be raised from this death by the One who now has 
overcome our death – Jesus.  

Some of you have met the newest member of our family, a 
Labrador/Hound mix named Luna. She can sometimes be 
quite energetic and full of gumption, especially when she 
has spotted another dog or bird, and hopefully not a cat. 
Other times however she can protest and firmly plant 
herself on the ground and not want to move, no matter how 
tasty the treat. That posture of laying in the dust is exactly 
like our spiritual nature. We refuse to budge. There is 
nothing that can move us. And we would stay this way 
forever had it not been for the grace and mercy of God 
who entered our state and laid Himself down for us upon 
the cross to be lifted up. 

As Jesus entered that room the first night of His 
resurrection, and eight days later, He came with the same 
purpose to raise them and us from our life of fear and 

death. In His standing, He caused them and us to stand. Just 
as we rise to hear the Gospel lesson read each Sunday, we 
relive that night and enter again into the peace that He 
brings. Just as we rise from the font or the rail, we do so with 
our sins forgiven and new faith in Him. While Thomas was 
given His hands, feet, and side to explore with amazing 
detail the precious message of those scars, we like him have 
been given the same task and the same message that the 
same Spirit breathes into us – to announce the good news 
that Jesus is alive. Death and fear do not have the last word, 
but life and immortality. 

Yes, the resurrection of Jesus Christ changes everything. 
What had been a posture of depression, doubt and death 
now was turned to a posture of victory and anticipation. As 
Jesus stood in their midst, they were lifted in His peace to 
share this radical good news in their very lives. Today we, 
too, are lifted up as Jesus, our risen Lord, lifts us to stand 
before Him. 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Pastor Carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN 
FAITHFULLY MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

Though we are not meeting in person, church operations 
still continue and to that end we encourage you to make 
use of offering your tithes and gifts via online giving. 
Giving in this way will be recorded for your personal end-
of-year giving statement.  

If you are unable or do not wish to give electronically, you 
may hold your offerings until we resume our normal 
worship schedule. 

 CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

April 11: The Second Sunday of Easter

OT Acts 4:32-35

NT 1 John 1:1-2:2

Gospel John 20:19-31

April 18: The Third Sunday of Easter

OT Acts 3:11-21

NT 1 John 3:1-7

Gospel Luke 24:36-49

OUTREACH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY  
In April, ILC is going to deliver a turkey dinner to 
Lighthouse Church in Dongdaemun. On Sunday, April 11, 
after our 11 a.m. Socially Responsible Service, we will 
prepare some ‘goodie bags’ for the delivery. We are 
inviting ILC members to participate by bringing cookies, 
candy, or other small treats to pack that day. If you wish to 
provide some snacks but won’t be at church on 4/11, let 
us know. Email seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com with any 
questions. 

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE SERVICES  
If you plan to attend, please sign up early, preferably 
before 12:00 noon on Saturday. The registration link is in 
the electronic version of The Messenger.  

CALLING ALL ILC FAMILIES 
The special webinar entitled “Keeping Your Marriage 
Strong: Six Pillars of Strong Marriages and Families” has 
kicked off. Come and explore with us the stages of 
change in our relationships with others but especially with 
our spouse. While change is not always easy and often 
comes with great uncertainty, working together through 
the changes of life is one of the many blessings that God 
gives to us in our families and in our relationships with 
each other. Couples are encouraged to join together. 
Singles are also welcome. The Zoom sessions will open 
around 9:00 a.m. for 30 minutes of fellowship followed by 
the lecture, discussion and breakout rooms. We will close 
the meeting at 11:30 a.m. Next session (#3 of 4) is 
Saturday, April 10. It is not too late to join! The link is in the 
electronic version of The Messenger. 

We are sharing some photos from the past as we begin to 
think about our congregation’s 60th anniversary. View 
from modern day Hannam daero. 
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