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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR CARL

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

GOD’S LOVE IS ‘MEAN-ED’

9:00 am &
11:00 am

Socially Responsible Services

7:00 pm

Bible Study

ANYTIME

Worship Service
(to be available online prerecorded)

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another (1 John 4:10-11 ESV). During this Easter season here
at International Lutheran Church, we are reading through the rst
letter of John to the churches in Asia Minor and witnessing just
how God’s love is revealed to us and through us. Today, we see the
love of God by means of His own Son – Jesus!
Years ago, I had a friend in Taiwan who had some stickers made to
put in his watch shop. He generously shared them with me, and I
was eager to use them. One sticker said, “Jesus loves you.”
Another sticker said, “God is love.” When I rst met my friend, I
thought that he was a very religious and gospel-oriented person. I
was so excited to meet someone who shared my passion for
sharing God’s love with others. I learned later though that he was
using these stickers as lucky symbols or charms to put in his store
to help sell watches. What I had taken to mean a sign of sharing
the “good news” of God’s love, he saw as a means to improve his
business. There is nothing wrong with working hard and nding
new ways to connect with customers, but this event made me start
to wonder what such “stickers” communicate to others. My
curiosity was even more peaked when, having put these stickers
on my backpack, an elderly gentleman in the post of ce took
offense at their message. He even took time to stop and question
me as to how I would know if Jesus loved him or how God could
be love after seeing how Christians act sometimes. One thing that
was more apparent to me after both these encounters was that
what we mean to communicate doesn’t always communicate. In
fact, what we think is kind and loving might even be taken as mean
and offensive.

(regularly scheduled at 9:00 am; to be
available online livestream)

THIS WEEK
Wed., 5/5

Bible Study
(to be available online livestream)

atoning sacri

Maybe this was a bit of the trouble that the Ethiopian eunuch was
having as he tried to understand the words of the prophet Isaiah.
How could the chosen Messiah of God be the One who would
suffer the greatest injustice of all? As Philip stood next to his
chariot by means of the Spirit, God opened the way for this
dif cult truth to be understood. “God is love” is not just an
emotional platitude but a statement of God’s use of means to
communicate what is otherwise not comprehendible. “Jesus loves
you” is the good news of His life given for you and me as an
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
FOOD DRIVE!

ONLINE GIVING

During this whole month of May, we are collaborating with
Foreign & Immigrant Virtual Community Center in Korea.
This volunteer organization was created to assist
foreigners and immigrants with basic needs, particularly
those affected by Covid-19.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
FAITHFULLY MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.

To participate: 1. Pick up a list of requested items at
church; 2. Pick up a specially designed ILC cloth bag;
3. Bring back the bag with the items inside anytime this
month; 4. Take a new bag home with you! If you have any
questions, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com.

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE SERVICES

Though we are not meeting in person, church operations
still continue and to that end we encourage you to make
use of offering your tithes and gifts via online giving.
Giving in this way will be recorded for your personal endof-year giving statement.
If you are unable or do not wish to give electronically, you
may hold your offerings until we resume our normal
worship schedule.
CITIBANK 260-00497-243-01

If you plan to attend, please sign up early, preferably
before 12:00 noon on Saturday. The registration link is in
the electronic version of The Messenger.

READINGS

MEN’S GROUP FELLOWSHIP
On Saturday, May 1, the ILC Men’s Group will meet online.
All men are welcome to join in from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
The link is in the electronic version of The Messenger.

May 2: The Fifth Sunday of Easter
OT

Acts 8:26-40

NT

1 John 4:1-21

Gospel

John 15:1-8
May 9: The Sixth Sunday of Easter

We are sharing some photos from the past as we begin to
think about our congregation’s 60th anniversary. Local
children gather on the grounds of what will be the
Lutheran Service Center (and later ILC).

OT

Acts 10:34-48

NT

1 John 5:1-8

Gospel

John 15:9-17

