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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR CARL
LIFTED BY JESUS
But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he
arose. And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked
him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And he said to
them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer”
(Mark 9:27-29 ESV). Tearing people down is easy. We can do it with a
simple word even spoken with the best intentions. Lifting people
up - now that is nearly impossible – like raising the dead. Today at
International Lutheran Church, we witness the “resurrection” story
pre gured in the lives of this amazing family and Jesus’ own
disciples, even as Jesus lifts us up in His Word.
The physics of tearing things down is easy. Gravity literally does all
the work. This was witnessed by the world some 20 years ago as
the Twin Towers in New York came down to the disbelief and
horror of us all. I remember sitting in my neighbors living room on
the campus of Concordia Middle School in Chiayi, Taiwan as we
prayed for the families that were so dramatically impacted on that
tragic day. We sat unaware of how quickly the world would change
in this one event under the weight of so much heartache and pain.
Yet, this same terror can be experienced even in our own homes
and classrooms when a simple word or comment, even spoken in
truth, can destroy a person’s own sense of self-worth. Our tongues
are truly the unruliest tools that can easily be used to crush others
under the weight of our sinfulness and pride. I think this may be
one reason that St. James says not all should be teachers (James 3:1)
and that to tame the tongue is nearly impossible.
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substance of the argument was, but since earlier engagements with
the Scribes revolved around the authority of Jesus to cast out
demons, we can well imagine. As the father explains the
disciples’ “inability” or “failure” to cast out the unclean spirit
af

This terror is overcome however in our gospel reading today. We
have been reading through Mark’s Gospel and have jumped
ahead a bit. We last saw Jesus healing the daughter of the
Syrophoenician woman (Mark 7:24-30) and the man who was both
deaf and mute (Mark 7:31-37). Since then, Jesus has heard both
Peter’s miraculous confession (“You are the Christ!”) and then his
prompt failure to recognize what that would mean when he
refused to accept that Jesus should suffer and die. “Get behind me
Satan!” was Jesus’ stern response. From that mountain top to
valley experience, Jesus takes Peter, James and John to literally the
top of a mountain where they are eye and ear witnesses to the
trans guration of our Lord and the voice from heaven saying, “This
is my Son. Listen to Him!” From here, Jesus, Peter, James and John
returned to the other disciples to nd them embroiled in an
argument with the Scribes. We don’t know exactly what the

fi

fi

fi

International Lutheran Church | 148 Hannam-daero; Yongsan-gu; Seoul, Korea 04417

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - SEPTEMBER 26

ONLINE GIVING

We will hold a regular Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
September 26. The main task will be the election of of cers
of the Church Council. This meeting will take place virtually.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
FAITHFULLY MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.

We ask that interested participants please complete the quick
registration survey found in the electronic version of The
Messenger. ILC members may nominate individuals for

of cers of the congregation. Please write to
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com to submit a name for
nomination or for further information.

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for
your personal end-of-year giving statement.
CITIBANK 260-00497-243-01

ILC VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
We have begun ILC’s Virtual Sunday School program. If at
any time you wish to register your children, please write to
us at seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Also, the registration
link is provided in the electronic version of The Messenger.

READINGS
September 12: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

EDUCATION SUNDAY
As local and international schools start up again, we pray
for all our teachers and students that God would bless
them and their vocations.

ILC CLEAN UP DAY
On Sunday, September 26, we are organizing another ILC
Clean Up Day. Because we cannot join together for a meal,
please prepare your own food to enjoy outside. We will
plan a couple hours (12:30-2:30 PM) of weed-pulling and
yard maintenance.

OT

Isaiah 50:4-10

NT

James 3:1-12

Gospel

Mark 9:14-29

FLOWERS
If you would like to purchase owers for beside the altar in
order to honor or gift to someone, the cost is ₩35,000 for
a potted arrangement. Please write to
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com with any questions or
requests.

We are sharing some photos from the past as we think
about our congregation’s 60th anniversary.

Solid rock foundation.
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