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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

11:00 AM  LIVE STREAMED ONLY service                                                  

7:00 PM  Bible Study - OFF FOR ONE WEEK                       
  (regularly scheduled at  9:00 AM; to be   
  available online)    

THIS WEEK                                                          
Wed., 9/22 Bible Study - OFF FOR ONE WEEK   
  (to be available online at 7:00 PM)   

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events
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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
EMBRACED BY JESUS  
And he [Jesus] took a child and put him in the midst of them, 
and taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives 
one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives 
me, receives not me but him who sent me”   (Mark 9:36-37 ESV). 
Lessons in discipleship are never easy. They can sometimes make 
us feel out of place or upside down. But thankfully these lessons 
always connect us to Jesus as He connects Himself to us. Today at 
International Lutheran Church, we are embraced by our Savior in 
such a way that He transforms us, and we learn what it means to 
embrace Him. 

This week we will be celebrating Chuseok, a very important family 
time in Korea. Known as “Mid-Autumn” festival in other parts of 
Asia, we are learning all about what it means for people here. In 
Korea this holiday is a kind of Korean Thanksgiving and Christmas 
all rolled into one. People travel great distances, families gather, 
food is shared, and gifts are exchanged. It is this element of gift 
giving that is of particular interest to me as it reveals so much about 
a culture. In fact, how one gives a gift or how one receives a gift is 
very closely controlled and dictated by our cultural norms as these 
reflect our place in a society. In many ways, the exchange of gifts 
uncovers the core cultural nuances of how we engage and interact 
with one another as “giving” implies “receiving,” and “receiving” is 
part of the “giving.” A simple example of this would be how a 
parent or closely related adult can give a child a gift, but very rarely 
would it go the other way around. I understand that on another 
level this can lead to some challenging situations when gifts are 
exchanged between peers as they must be reciprocal and of the 
same value due to the influence of hierarchy and social status. 

In Mark’s gospel this morning, Jesus challenges the disciples’ 
culturally conditioned understanding of hierarchy and 
relationships. We begin by reading the second of the three passion 
predictions of Jesus as He tells the disciples how he will suffer, die, 
and rise on the third day. In each case, His words seem nonsensical 
from the disciples’ perspective and leads to a discussion of what it 
means to be a follower, a disciple of Jesus. Jesus’ prediction ignites 
an internal discussion as to which of them is the greatest. Maybe 
their question came from a natural curiosity or perhaps a serious 
concern over succession planning, or even a debate about who 
among them is best prepared or committed to carrying out the 
mission in Jesus’ absence. But the embarrassing thing was that the 
discussion was probably not culturally appropriate as Jesus was still 
with them, after all.  

Rather than rebuke them, Jesus takes a child in His arms and 
embraces the child. This seems simple and natural enough as a 
child is often understood to be the recipient of the care and nurture 
of adults. But in embracing the child Jesus says that to receive a 
child in His name is to receive Him and even more to receive the 
One who sent Him, namely the Father. Children are generally the 
recipients of care and nurture, even naturally embraced and loved 
by their family and especially their parents. In Jesus’s day, children 
weren’t always seen as the most important or influential in society. 
To equate the embrace of a child with that of receiving Jesus, and 
God Himself, was to turn upside down our whole social 
understanding of who is the most important within the Kingdom. If 
the “least” (a child) is seen as the equivalent of Jesus and God 
Himself, then service to and care for them becomes a way in which 
the embraced become the embracers.  

Jesus was not just reordering our social norms or cultural values. He 
was breaking into the very space to embrace us, each one of us. On 
the cross He embraced us all and showed the world our value and 
place in His Kingdom. Now baptized into His Name, we feel His 
embrace and are transformed to embrace the least and last in all we 
do. As we gather this week in family settings, embracing both young 
and old alike, giving and receiving His gifts, sharing in delicious 
once-a-year delicacies, we remember how He has embraced us that 
we might embrace all. Blessed Chuseok! 

Pastor Carl

The Messenger 
International Lutheran Church
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN 
FAITHFULLY MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we 
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts 
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for 
your personal end-of-year giving statement.  

 CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

September 19: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

OT Jeremiah 11:18-20

NT James 3:13-4:10

Gospel Mark 9:30-37

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - SEPTEMBER 26 
We will hold a regular Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
September 26. The main task will be the election of officers 
of the Church Council. This meeting will take place virtually. 
We ask that interested participants please complete the quick 
registration survey found in the electronic version of The 
Messenger. The agenda for the meeting will also be linked. 
ILC members may nominate individuals for officers of the 
congregation. Please write to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com to submit a name for 
nomination or for further information. 

ILC CLEAN UP DAY 
On Sunday, September 26, we are organizing another ILC 
Clean Up Day. Because we cannot join together for a meal, 
please prepare your own food to enjoy outside. We will 
plan a couple hours (12:30-2:30 PM) of weed-pulling and 
yard maintenance.  

COMMUNION OPPORTUNITY 
On Sundays, after the service, Pastor Carl is offering Holy 
Communion to pre-registered individuals. Please follow the 
link in the electronic version of The Messenger in order to 
register. 

FLOWERS 
   
If you would like to purchase flowers for beside the altar in 
order to honor or gift to someone, the cost is ₩35,000 for 
a potted arrangement. Please write to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com with any questions or 
requests.  
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