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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
THE CONTRAST IS CLEAR   
“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate 
was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores.” (Luke 

16:19-20 ESV). The chasm between rich and poor has always been 
clear. Yet our self-centeredness can often blind us to this 
contrast. Jesus continues His teaching on His journey to 
Jerusalem and to His cross where He will cross the chasm of 
our sin and bring us to Abraham’s side. Today, at International 
Lutheran Church we read this parable noting not only the 
contrast between rich and poor but more importantly the 
focus of our Lord as He declares the truth of the Law and the 
Prophets in His cross. 

This familiar parable might at first glance be considered the 
source of our notions concerning the role of the angels in 
death or the state of our souls as we await the resurrection of 
the body. But this parable is so much more as it brings into 
contrast the chasm that exists in our lives both now and in the 
life to come. Popular culture likes to sometimes point out the 
“grey” areas in life and show that often things aren’t clearly 
distinguishable. This is not the purpose of this parable, but in 
fact the very opposite. If anything, this parable is the answer to 
the rich man’s plea that someone would tell his family clearly 
the differences that exist both now and in the life to come. 
These are the very words that warn us of the dangers of 
trusting in our wealth to carry us through this life or sustain us 
in the next. As we look at the differences between the rich man 
and Lazarus, perhaps we will even see our own need to “listen 
to Moses and the Prophets.” 

One can immediately distinguish which man is rich and which 
man is Lazarus. We only need to consider their clothing. For 
the rich man, nothing but the best in color and texture. His 
clothing is the finest in luxury - a “feast” for the eyes and an 
“indulgence” for the skin. Purple - the regal color of kings - 
and fine linen - the pampering of softly woven cotton - declare 
his lofty place in life. In contrast, the only apparent clothing 
that Lazarus has are the sores that cover his body. Next, we can 
clearly see that the rich man is enjoying the finest of dishes 
and delicacies. His is the fare of nobles and emperors. As for 
Lazarus, his is the meal of the longing glance. There is nothing 
to satisfy his hunger and instead those festering sores become 
a feast for the licking dogs that likely will also eat the scraps 

from the table. As we look at these two states in dramatic 
contrast, we might go so far as to say that the rich man is 
enjoying a taste of “heaven on earth” while Lazarus is being 
tormented with the realities of a “living hell.” Yet at death, these 
roles and stations are reversed. Lazarus is carried to Abraham’s 
side and the rich man, indeed, gets what is coming to him. His 
is now the longing glance and the desire of the impossible.  

While the rich man begs for mercy and even a warning to his 
brothers, the message is clear – the warning has gone out. Our 
wealth cannot save us or sustain us. What God has said through 
Moses and the Prophets all point to the One telling this parable 
– Jesus. Moses and the Prophets speak of how He would bridge 
the chasm that separates us all and that “by His wounds we 
would be made whole” (Isaiah 53:5). In His “poverty,” we are made 
rich (2 Corinthians 8:9) and “the poorest of the poor will find 
pasture” (Isaiah 14:30). On the cross, Jesus was dipped into the 
hell of our sin with all its flaming consequences. The wrath that 
we deserve at the lack of care we show for those at our “gate” is 
endless, and yet He quenched those flames with His own 
blood. His Resurrection becomes the testimony that opens our 
graves with the hope that does not end. 

Jesus did tell us that we would always have the poor for whom 
we can show His love and grace. He also said we should not be 
concerned with what we eat or what we wear because He 
would feed us and clothe us with His own goodness. He is the 
focus of our faith so that the contrast in our lives – the ups and 
downs - can reflect His goodness and mercy as we trust in Him. 

Pastor Carl
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM  Sunday School and Bible Study  
10:00 AM  Divine Worship Service     
  (in-person and live stream)      
7:00 PM  Sunday Night Bible Study   
  (live stream only)                           

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events

http://ilcseoul.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

September 25: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

OT Amos 6:1-7

NT 1 Timothy 3:1-13

Gospel Luke 16:19-31

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - SEPTEMBER 25 
We will hold a regular congregational meeting this Sunday 
(September 25) immediately after the service. The main 
purpose of this meeting will be the election of officers of the 
Church Council. ILC members may nominate individuals for 
officers of the congregation. Please write to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com to submit a name for 
nomination or for further information. Information and the 
agenda for the short meeting is linked to the electronic 
version of The Messenger.   

SUNDAE SUNDAY! 
Right after the Congregational Meeting, stick around for 
‘make your own’ ice cream sundaes. 

VOLUNTEERING AT ILC 
Check out the volunteer list that is posted on the bulletin 
board. If you didn’t sign up for a volunteer opportunity and 
would like to, please let us know.    

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 
Thank you for a great start to our Sunday School. Our 
students will start getting ready for the Reformation Drama 
to be performed on Sunday, October 30 during the service. 

ILC60 FUNDRAISING PROGRESS  
Earlier this year, ILC established the goal of raising an 
additional ₩22,000,000 above our normal offering budget. 
These funds will be used for special projects at the church. 
Additionally, 22% of the total that we raise will be 
designated for projects outside of our own church 
community. Mark your envelopes with ILC60 on the memo 
line. See below for a graphic of where we are as of the end 
of August. 

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in 
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant, or need to make a scheduling 
adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY 
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we 
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts 
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for 
your personal end-of-year giving statement.  

     CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

SEPTEMBER 25                    10:00 AM

READER Esther J

ACOLYTE Juwon

GREETERS/USHERS Esther M & Matt

COMMUNION ASSISTANT Doug

LIVE STREAM Patricia

KITCHEN HELPERS Chenhsi & Lydia

OFFERING COUNTERS Michelle & Doug
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