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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR CARL

A RANSOM FOR MANY

And he [Jesus] said to them, ‘What do you want me to
do for you?’ (Mark 10:36 ESV) Here at International
Lutheran Church, we have been studying the Gospel of
Mark as we journey with Jesus to the Cross. During our
Lenten devotions and time of prayer we have seen again
and again the reason for these 40 days of preparation -
our own need. But how would you articulate that? What
would you have Jesus do for you? Today, we join James,
John, and all the disciples in learning what it means for us
that Jesus came to serve.
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Mark 10 shares with us those final steps of Jesus and the
disciples right before Holy Week. Jesus is going ahead of
the disciples and Mark gives us a sense of the ominous fear
that is beginning to overwhelm them as Jesus rehearses
again for the third time and in even more detail the events
that are to follow: “See, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to
death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. And they
will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill
him. And after three days he will rise.” (Mark 10:33-34
ESV)

James and John choose this moment to come to Jesus for a
favor. "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we
ask of you.” We might wonder if this is a kind of “prayer
before it is too late?” Or perhaps this is a bold move to say
they are ready to go all the way with Jesus. Either way the
result is the same: we learn more about our Savior, why He
came, and what His coming means for us. While some may
be interested in wealth and security (like the rich young
man only verses before), some of us tend to covet the seat
of honor. Position and power are not modern conventions.
Every culture has ways to differentiate the subtle differences
between us. Our parents in the garden fell for this lie after
all and so it continues to haunt us. But the serpent said to
the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:00 AM Bible Class and Sunday School

10:00 AM Divine Worship Service
(in-person and live stream)

7:00 PM Sunday Night Bible Study
(online)

OTHER EVENTS

Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis
3:4-5ESV)

But besides saying “Don’t!” Jesus reveals to the Twelve and
to us what it means for Him to be seated in His glory and
the seating assignment in His Kingdom. The Son of Man did
not come to be waited on, but to offer up His very life for us
to be transformed by Him and in Him. While we may not
immediately connect with the concepts of judgement and
salvation that accompany His “baptism” and “the cup/”
these two symbols continue to this very day to show us just
what Jesus' glory is all about - our ransom. His death
brings us life. His wounds bring us healing. His emptying
Himself gives us the forgiveness of all our debts.

More than just a vivifying effect, His service makes us
servants. Our lives become the very vehicle through which
others experience His grace and mercy. With James and
John, we receive the Baptism of His forgiveness and we
drink the cup of God's favor and mercy. As we draw nearer
to the cross, we see what Jesus' life is all about - you and
me. He did not come to this earth for any other reason than
to give His life as a ransom for many that we would have
life. As we gather in worship today to hear His Word, and
receive what He has come to give us - His Body, His Blood -
we see the new life that He has called us to in giving of self
for the other.

Pastor Carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

We will hold a regular congregational meeting on Sunday,
March 17 immediately after the service. The main purpose
of this meeting will be the presentation and approval of the
church budget for the upcoming fiscal year. Baked Potato
Bar Luncheon will take place right after the meeting!

UPCOMING EVENTS

3/24 - Palm Sunday Divine Service (10AM)

3/28 - Seder Meal (7PM) - preregister with Chenhsi
3/29 - Good Friday Service (7PM)

3/31 - Easter Divine Service (10AM)

3/31 - Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt (11:30AM)

FLOWERS

If you wish to purchase flowers in memory of someone

special or to commemorate a meaningful event, please
place KRW35,000 in an offering envelope and mark the
name and date.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Wednesdays this Lent, we will follow Jesus’ journey to the
cross through a special Lenten Bible study series. Come by
for a light soup supper and fellowship at 6PM and the Bible
study will begin at 7PM.

LENTEN DEVOTION BOOKLETS

We have printed daily devotional materials written by
Lutheran Hour Ministries. Pick up your free copy, or find the
content online at their website: www.lhm.org/lent.

5000 KRW SUGGESTED DONATION
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CH 24TH

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

ONLINE GIVING

THANKYOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for
your personal end-of-year giving statement.

CITIBANK 260-00497-243-01

READINGS

March 17: Fifth Sunday in Lent

oT Jeremiah 31:31-34
NT Hebrews 5:1-10
Gospel Mark 10:32-45

WORSHP ASSISTANTS

If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant, or need to make a scheduling

adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

MARCH 17 10:00 AM
Bang Whan
ACOLYTE Adam

GREETERS/USHERS Michelle & Dee Dee
COMMUNION ASSISTANT Christian
LIVE STREAM Hyunsoo
KITCHEN HELPER Nicole & lzzy

OFFERING COUNTERS Michelle & Yoonsil

FOLLOWED BY A SHORT SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION

- THURSDAY, MARCH 28T]

HOSANNA, BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!

' SUNDAY,
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