
Immanuel Welcomes You! 

We give thanks to God that you’re here with us today as we receive the gifts that 

our Lord gives in mercy and grace. Whether this is your first time as our guest or 

you are regularly worshiping among us, God is here for you and welcomes you in 

as His own. If you are in need of a church home or have questions about our 

congregation, please stop by the Connection Center (Belvidere Campus) or 

speak with one of the pastors or any of our ushers. 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 

More than just bread and wine, Holy Communion is the very body and blood of 

Christ.  Those who partake should do so spiritually prepared (I Corinthians 

11:28): Am I sorry for my sin?  Do I believe Jesus is my only Savior, truly present 

in this meal?  Will I, with the help of God, live a life that pleases Him? 

Participation in this meal is also an expression of unity with this church as a 

congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The center ring of 

individual cups contains non-alcoholic wine, and gluten-free wafers are available 

for those in need; please indicate this to those distributing the Sacrament as you 

come forward. If you are not communing but still desire to receive a blessing, 

please fold your arms across your chest when you come forward.  The Lord Jesus 

has something for us all. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Restrooms 

Located just behind the Sanctuary, follow the long hallway and turn left at your 

first opportunity. An usher would be happy to direct you.  

For Families with Young Children 

Worship is for people of all ages, and we are so glad to have you and your 

children (with all their wiggles, noises, and questions) joining us! Jesus said, “Let 

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them.” Encourage your children 

to follow along with the icons on the screens (they'll match up with the "Order 

of Service" in their children's bulletins). Help them find the Sanctuary Star 

and read together the description on the back of their insert.  

We aren’t worried about a little noise or activity, but if your child does need to 

leave worship, feel free to step out into the Narthex or hallway or visit our  

Quiet Room, but please, hurry back - we don’t want you or your little ones to 

miss out on all God is doing in worship! 

Quiet Room & Nursery 

Immanuel's Quiet Room is open for the 9:15 & 11am Sunday services, and 

during the 10:15 Bible Study. It's a private, quiet spot with a changing table, diaper 

supplies, comfy rockers, and a livestream of the service. Of course, children (and 

all their noises) are always welcome in service, but for parents wanting to step 

out, this room is located between the bathrooms and nursery in the hallway 

behind the Sanctuary. Our staffed Nursery is available (for children under 5 

years of age) at our 9:15 & 11am Sunday services, and during the 10:15 Bible 

Study. The nursery is located in the hallway behind the Sanctuary.  
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 19, 2023 

THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL 

SAT 6 PM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

SUN 8 AM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

 9:15 Worship — Bridge (Teaching + Musical Variety) 

 9:30 Worship @ Immanuel North 

 10:15 Pastor’s Class: The Story (Fellowship Hall) 

  Christ for Kids 

  Early Communion Course (School Music Room-Lower Level) 

  Parent Connection (School Library) 

 11 Worship — Horizon (Praise Team + Less Formal) 

 1 PM Financial Status Report (Sanctuary)  

MON 9 AM Monday Morning Bible Class  

TUE 7 PM LWML Mary Martha 

WED 11 AM Flashback Worship Service 

 7 PM Lenten Worship: “Return to the Lord:  

   Minor Prophets/Major Promises”   
  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Mar. 23 Parent Night “Practical Literacy Tips” with Guest Speaker 

Mar. 26 W.O.W. Book Club 

Mar. 29 Women’s Event for March 

Apr. 4 ILS Spirit Night Fundraiser at Chick-fil-A 

Apr. 12 Monthly Prayer Service 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

READINGS 

1 CHRONICLES 17:16-27 | PSALM 142      

EPH. 5:8-14 | JOHN 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-29 

WOMEN’S EVENT FOR MARCH 

FINANCIAL STATUS REPORT PRESENTATION 

Join us this afternoon at 1 pm in the Sanctuary for a special Financial 

Status Report Presentation.  During this time you will gain a clear understanding 

of our financial status here at Immanuel, including 2022 year-end, our upcoming 

external audit, and our plans for 2023 and beyond.  Don’t wonder – come and 

hear for yourself! 

Join us for the March Women's Outing - a 

trip to BraveHearts Therapeutic Riding and 

Education Center in Poplar Grove. We'll 

help out in the welcome center (ex: 

cleaning, organizing, restocking) and tour 

the facility (and see the horses!)  

MONTHLY PRAYER SERVICE—APRIL 12TH  

14TH ANNUAL MEN’S RETREAT 

On Wednesday, April 12th at 6 pm in the Church Narthex, join us for our first 

regular monthly prayer service as we invite the Holy Spirit’s presence into our 

midst.  Church is not simply a place.  It’s a body—a family, and we are called to 

be a “house of prayer”.  These lay-led services will last 30-40 minutes with 

topics varying each month.  There will be a time of group prayer and individual 

prayer.  The topic for April’s Prayer Service is “Immanuel Church.”  The place 

to which God has called each of us to be an active intercessor. 

TOWN HALL MEETINGS – APRIL 23 & 30  

The annual men’s retreat is April 28th-30th.  Join men from Immanuel and 

surrounding congregations who will gather at Camp Phillip in Wautoma, WI for 

a weekend filled with activities, worship, and Bible study sessions.  Rev. Jonathan 

Petzold will be the honorary speaker this year.  Registration forms can be picked 

up in the Church Office.  For more information, please contact Dylen Larsen at 

dylenlarsen@gmail.com 

LWML MARY MARTHA LEAGUE—MARCH 21ST  

All ladies are welcome to attend the Tuesday, March 21st Mary Martha meeting 

at 7 pm at Crown Point.  The evening’s guest speaker will be from the Rockford 

Rescue Mission.   

The Campus Project Team (CPT) invites you to attend one of our upcoming 

Town Hall Meetings to learn about how we might best utilize our Belvidere 

campus for our congregation and school ministries.  The CPT has conceived of a 

creative approach to address our needs for space for years to come, all at a 

much lower, achievable cost than the initial campus expansion concept.  Please 

join us on Sunday, April 23 or April 30 at 1:00 p.m. to hear more!  



1 Chronicles 17:16-27 
 16Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, “Who am I, O 

LORD God, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? 17And this 

was a small thing in your eyes, O God. You have also spoken of your servant’s 

house for a great while to come, and have shown me future generations, O LORD 

God! 18And what more can David say to you for honoring your servant? For you 

know your servant. 19For your servant’s sake, O LORD, and according to your 

own heart, you have done all this greatness, in making known all these great 

things. 20There is none like you, O LORD, and there is no God besides you, 

according to all that we have heard with our ears. 21And who is like your people 

Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, 

making for yourself a name for great and awesome things, in driving out nations 

before your people whom you redeemed from Egypt? 22And you made your 

people Israel to be your people forever, and you, O LORD, became their God. 
23And now, O LORD, let the word that you have spoken concerning your servant 

and concerning his house be established forever, and do as you have spoken, 
24and your name will be established and magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of 

hosts, the God of Israel, is Israel’s God,’ and the house of your servant David will 

be established before you. 25For you, my God, have revealed to your servant that 

you will build a house for him. Therefore your servant has found courage to pray 

before you. 26And now, O LORD, you are God, and you have promised this good 

thing to your servant. 27Now you have been pleased to bless the house of your 

servant, that it may continue forever before you, for it is you, O LORD, who have 

blessed, and it is blessed forever.” 

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked 

him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of 

God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me 

while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the 

mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So 

he went and washed and came back seeing [. . .] 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 

blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 

eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he 

said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the 

Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 

But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a 

division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say 

about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” [. . .] 

 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” 

And they cast him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do 

you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may 

believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 

speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, 

“For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and 

those who see may become blind.” 

LADIES GUILD DATE CHANGE—MARCH 30TH  

The Ladies Guild April meeting will be on Thursday, 

March 30th at 1 pm.  This date change is due to Holy 

Week.  Please remember to bring women’s hygiene 

products and extra purses for the monthly service project.  

Any questions, please call Dona Schwedersky. 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

HOST HOMES NEEDED—APRIL 16TH-17TH  

Immanuel is excited to welcome singers from the A Capella Choir at Concordia 

University in Nebraska as a stop on their Midwest Spring Tour!  Could you host 

2 (or more) students?   Staying in host homes is a very life-enriching experience 

for these students. These students will have an opportunity to visit with you and 

see how you live out your faith in your own home.    

Details are pick up following the April 16th evening concert; provide sleeping 

arrangements (shared bed or air mattresses are ok); provide a quick breakfast 

on April 17th and return to Immanuel in the morning.  If you are able to host or 

want more information, please email Aaron Kortze at 

akortze@immanuelbelvidere.org. 

PARENT NIGHT WITH GUEST SPEAKER  

On Thursday, March 23rd at 6 pm hear from Dr. Benjamin Boche on practical 

literacy tips for helping your child at home.  Dr. Boche is an Assistant Professor 

of Education at Valpo with an emphasis in literary education.  Free childcare 

provided.  Please enter at Door #4 (Fellowship Hall). 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Thrivent clients: Start 2023 on a generous note!  If you haven’t already done so, 

you can still direct 2022 Choice Dollars to the causes that matter most to you, 

including Immanuel Lutheran Church and School.  To do so before March 31, 

either use your online Thrivent account or call Thrivent’s contact center at 800-

847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt.  Thank you!  

I would like more information about: 

 Making Immanuel my church home 

 Sponsoring altar flowers 

 Other (Please Specify) 

Phone 

Email 

Name 

For God’s Gracious Care 

Kelly Rosik, Miles Masters, Betti Schlanger, Janet Bruening, Joy Roeger, 

Lorraine Hetland, Joyce Creighton, Annette Turk,  Rose Sirois, Lynda Hill, 

Mike Koch, Lisa Jo, Jeff Goll, Donna Ahrens, Cindy McAllister, Anne 

Wetzel, Hector Ortiz, Karen Gottschalk, Robert Bodey, Ella Cann, Melissa, 

Donna Ahrens, Marilyn Hunt 

Hospitalized Ken Koch 

Surgery  Dan Albrecht (March 15th) 

Altar Flowers are giving by Ken and Nan Jean Koch in loving memory of 

their grandson, Matthew Rosik (March 23, 1983—March 03, 2002). 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

CONNECTION CARD MARCH 19, 2023 

Electronic Giving 

Thank you for your faithful support of our ministry in the gospel here at 

Immanuel. If you’d like to make your offering online, you’re welcome to do so 

via our website. 

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP 

IMMANUELLUTHERANBELVIDERE 

IMMANUELBELVIDERE 

INFO@IMMANUELBELVIDERE.ORG 

CONNECT 

ONLINE 

Last Weekend’s Worship Attendance: 455 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Worship: 80 

Last Weekend Offering Total: $28,928.41 

Budgeted 52-Week Average Offering: $22,550.00 

May we pray with you? 

Please write your requests on the lines below 

and leave tear off in the collection plates. All 

requests are confidential and will be prayed for 

by Immanuel’s Prayer Team.   

PRAYER TEAM 


