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We arrived to home sweet home on November 8th and started to 
settle in with what luggage we brought with us on our flight from 
Jakarta. A few weeks later, the rest of our luggage came by sea 
freight. It was a little like early Christmas as we opened each of our 
pieces. God was good in allowing everything to come through without 
being damaged or searched. 

Our first month here, we spent getting oriented to life here. How to 
buy groceries, where the hardware stores are, how to take the trash 
out, ordering street food, and learning how to drive here after we got 
our licenses. 

We have successfully made it through a little over a month of 
language school. Zach has learned a lot in a short amount of time. It’s 
been neat to see how quickly he’s picked up key phrases! My 
(Steph’s) Indonesian has come back quickly. We have been doing 
language classes together, but recently hired a third tutor so we can 
each learn at the level we need to. Zach spends 4 hours a day doing 
class at home - 2 hours are spent learning vocab and 2 hours are 
spent in language and culture immersion. I now spend 2 hours doing 
conversation with some fine tuning of my reading and writing. 
Hopefully in a couple months, Zach will be able to go spend his 
afternoons at the hanger helping load and unload airplanes. His time 
there will allow him to practice his Indonesian and also learn the 
hanger before working each day there. 

Adam has gotten sick two times since our arrival here. This last time, 
he had a fever for a little over a day. Thankfully, he has bounced back 
quickly. Madelyn has become mobil in the short amount of time we’ve 
been here. She officially learned to crawl right before Christmas and 
loves to crawl everywhere and is pulling herself up on furniture 
constantly. It won’t be long and both kids will be running circles 
together around the kitchen island. Zach and I have been finding 
random home projects to do to make home feel more like home. He 
made 2 baby gates - they look and work great!

This is an exciting and exhausting chapter that God’s brought us to. 
God’s moving here in Papua and we are thankful to be a part of 
helping the Bibleless receive the Word in their own language!
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A sweet fellow Wycliffe member 
gifted us with new family photos

Is God calling you to advance 
Bible translation? We would 
love to have you join our 
Wycliffe team!

Praise:
* Language school is going well
* We’ve been able to begin 
connecting with our team and also 
our local neighbors
* God was gracious with all our 
travels and adjustments getting to 
Sentani

Pray:
* Continued adjustments to life in 
Indonesia
* That we all can stay healthy
* Wisdom raising our kids cross 
culturally
* For the Bibleless to receive the 
Word in the language and format 
that they best understand
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We have woken up to snow falling softly a couple mornings this past week. Such a 
strange sight to see since we will be leaving Spokane November 4 and arriving in 
Indonesia two days later. Early chilly winter to year round tropical heat. Such a change!

These last few weeks have been filled with shopping for items needed for the next 
three years, sharing meals with friends and family, walks and playing outside, 
reconnecting with our church family here, and trying to enjoy the “lasts” for the coming 
years. It’s a little surreal that years of preparing and learning are coming to an end and 
we are opening a new chapter of learning. Learning about culture, language, and how 
to do life in a new country. We’re excited and nervous all at the same time. 

We will be flying out from Spokane November 4 and will arrive in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
November 6. We will spend the night and most of the next day in Jakarta while we wait 
for our flight to Sentani.

Home. Our new home.

Once we arrive in Sentani, we’ll have a few weeks of orientation and getting settled into 
our new home. We are looking forward to “putting down roots” here and learning what 
life looks like for us. Please pray for us as we make this huge transition!  We are excited 
to almost be where God has called us to serve the Bibleless!
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Thank you to so many of you who reached out about Madelyn’s 
hip dysplasia! We are so thankful for you and how God hears 
our prayers and answers them. At the end of June, Madelyn 
was released from wearing her harness all day and now just 
has to wear it at night (for about 2 more weeks)! She will have 4 
sets of x-rays taken over the course of the next 5 years to 
ensure that everything is developing well. 
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If you would like to partner 
with us in an out of the box 

way, we have created a wish 
list on Amazon. Just scan the 

QR Code above. 

What does the next month and a half look 
like? It’s filled with reconnecting with friends 
and family. Sharing about what God’s doing 
and how He’s choosing to use us. We also 
are trying to rest before leaving for 
Indonesia. It is challenging with two little 
ones and wanting to make the most of our 
time. I (Steph) amd thankful that leadership 
in our church here has encouraged us to 
take a couple nights away for ourselves and 
that we were able to find a family willing to 
help with the kids. 

We have also been asked about how the 
kids are doing with all the change and 
transition. They are doing well. Transition is 
all they both have known in their short lives 
and it seems to be “normal” to them. Adam 
has been relishing with all the social 
interactions and he also is an amazing big 
brother! Madelyn is growing and learning 
daily. We are praying that she will someday 
soon sleep through the night. 

Our visas were recently approved and we 
are in the beginning stages of booking 
tickets for early November. We are excited 
to almost be where God has called us to 
serve the Bibleless! 
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In our last newsletter, we shared a list of needed items for our next 
few years in Indonesia. Within a short amount of time that list was 
bought out! We were shocked and overwhelmed by so many people's 
generosity. THANK YOU! 

We firmly believe in the power 
of prayer and would love to 

have you join us in praying for 
our upcoming flights. If you 

would like to know the details 
and more specific ways to be 

praying, please let us know and 
we’ll send you our itinerary.


