
Older   Kids   Activity   Suggestions  

Unit   8,   Session   1:   Crossing   the   Jordan  

Joshua   1-4  

1.       Packing   for   the   promised   land   (before   the   Bible   Story):    Have   your   family   sit   in   a   circle  
or   around   your   table.   Have   the   youngest   go   first   and   say   an   item   he   thinks   God’s   people   would  
need   to   take   into   the   promised   land.   Encourage   your   children   to   be   specific.   Whoever   goes   next  
should   repeat   the   item   of   the   first   child,   and   then   add   her   own.   Continue   around   the   circle,   adding  
items   until   everyone   has   a   turn.   For   an   added   challenge,   ask   your   children   to   suggest   items   in  
alphabetical   order   (first   item   begins   with   A,   second   item   begins   with   B,   and   so   on).  

SAY   •   God’s   people   had   waited   a   long   time,   40   years,   for   the   promised   land.   God   had   provided  
for   all   their   needs   during   this   time.   In   today’s   story,   we’re   going   to   learn   how   God   made   a   way  
for   them   to   finally   enter   in.  

 

2.  Memorize   Scripture:     This   is   our   1st   of   3   weeks   practicing    Deuteronomy   31:8.  
Here   is   the   verse   put   to   song,    https://youtu.be/tCWg4xTrV7k .  
Lead   your   child   to   read   Deuteronomy   31:8.   Guide   them   to   turn   to   you   or   a   sibling   and   say   the  
passage   together   in   their   most   convincing   voices.   Repeat   by   saying   it   in   an   even   more  
convincing,   dramatic   voice.   Spend   time   throughout   the   day   saying   the   verse   to   each   other   as   a  
reminder   to   trust   God.   
 
SAY   •You   said   that   like   you   really   meant   it!   Good   job!   You   have   to   wonder   how   many   times  
Joshua   had   to   repeat   those   words   to   himself—and   probably   to   his   leaders—to   make   sure   they   all  
really   believed   it.   I   still   have   to   remind   myself   of   the   truth   in   this   verse   any   time   fear   or   doubt  
starts   to   creep   in.   This   is   a   great   verse   to   memorize   to   encourage   ourselves,   and   to   also   encourage  
our   friends.   
 

It   is   the   Lord   who   goes   before   you.   He   will   be   with   you;   he   will   not   leave   you  
or   forsake   you.   Do   not   fear   or   be   dismayed.  
Deuteronomy   31:8  
 

 

3.  Discuss   the   Bible   Story:   

1.   Ask   your   child   how   they   think   Joshua   and   the   Israelites   felt   as   they   entered   the   promised   land.  
Guide   your   child   to   recall   that   40   years   earlier,   Joshua   was   one   of   the   spies   who   scouted   out   the  
promised   land   but   the   Israelites   refused   to   go   in.   Prompt   your   child   to   consider   how   they   might  

https://youtu.be/tCWg4xTrV7k


feel   entering   a   place   they’ve   never   been   and   how   they   feel   when   someone   powerful   and   loving  
accompanies   them.   Point   out   that   God   went   before   His   people.   (Read   Joshua   1:5.)  

2.   Ask   your   child   what   the   Israelites   did   to   remember   what   God   had   done   for   them.   How   can   we  
remember   what   Jesus   has   done   for   us?   Lead   your   child   to   retell   how   the   Israelites   carried   12  
stones   from   the   river   bed   and   set   them   up   as   a   reminder   that   the   Lord   is   mighty.   Invite   your  
children   to   share   ideas   for   remembering   Jesus.   Point   out   that   believers   celebrate   the   Lord’s  
Supper   as   one   way   of   remembering   Jesus.   (Read   2   Timothy   2:8.)  

3.   How   can   we   trust   God   and   move   forward   even   when   we   feel   afraid?   Help   your   child   identify  
faith   as   a   necessary   means   of   trusting   God   in   the   face   of   fear.   Explain   that   the   Bible   says   faith   is  
a   gift   from   God,   and   learning   about   God   through   His   Word   can   strengthen   our   faith.   When   we  
see   how   God   has   been   faithful   in   the   past,   we   can   trust   Him   with   our   future.   (Read   2   Chronicles  
20:12.)  

 

 


