
Introduction: 
Last week we covered Romans 1:1-4 with a look at Paul and his personal history. 
This week we will cover vv5-7 of the introduction in which Paul gives us a glimpse 
into the purpose of his ministry and the plan of God for all peoples.  

Questions: 
1. In v5, Paul says that he “...received grace and apostleship in order to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 
nations.” This phrase “obedience of faith” is a very important one in Paul’s 
theology. It is not saying that obedience is something we bring to the table 
as our work. Rather, it is referring to the fact that when God brings about 
saving faith in a person by his grace, it will necessarily produce obedience 
in that person. 

—The Protestant Reformers said that “we are saved by faith alone, but the faith 
that saves is never alone.” In other words, true saving faith will produce some 
measure of works or obedience in a person. Read James 2:14-26 and discuss the 
relationship between faith and works.  

—This brings up an important questions about much of American church culture 
that sells an “easy-believism.” Discuss why this false easy-believism teaching that 
somebody can accept Jesus as Savior and then at some point later in their life 
make him Lord is so unbiblical. (See Galatians 2:20, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Romans 
6 as verses that clearly contradict easy-believism). 

2. In the second part of v5, Paul sees the goal of Christian faith and 
obedience as the glory of Jesus’ name among all the nations. This would 
have been a radical concept to many Jewish listeners. Paul will spend the 
rest of the letter establishing that all peoples (not just Israel) are made right 
with God not by works, but by grace. The gospel that began in seed form to 
the Jews in the Old Testament has now come in full bloom through Christ to 
all the nations.  

—Discuss the implications this truth should have on a local church and how they 
think about people from other countries, ethnicities, tribes, and tongues. Take 
some time to pray for CrossPointe’s foreign missionaries and that God would send 
more people from CrossPointe to the nations both short and long term.  

—It can be easy to think of evangelism and “all peoples” solely in terms of foreign 
missions. Discuss practical ways ordinary Christians can be involved in ministry to 
all peoples locally. Think not just in terms of people from all nations, but people not 
like us, from different neighborhoods, backgrounds and subcultures.  



3. In v7 Paul describes the Roman Christians as “those....who are loved by 
God and called to be saints.” Implicit in this sentence is the idea that God 
has a particular love for his people, for “those” whom he has called and 
made righteous by the work of his Son—much like an earthy father who may 
have a general love for people but a particular and familial love for his 
children.  

—Discuss and contrast the world’s view of “God’s love” with the biblical view of 
God’s love. Our culture often refers to God loving all people the same. Does this 
hold water biblically? (A good resource if you want to go deeper in this is D.A. 
Carson's book, The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God).  

—One of the more glorious truths of the gospel is that God’s particular love for his 
people is not based on anything good in them them, but solely because of his 
unconditional grace. Discuss how God’s unmerited love should give Christians 
great assurance and comfort. (Read Deut 7:6-8 as an example of the unmerited 
love God has for his people). 


