
Older Kids Activity Suggestions 

Unit 12, Session 3: Solomon Built the Temple 

1 Kings 6-8 

Big Picture Question: What does God know? God knows everything. 

1. Dwelling Drawings (before the Bible Story):  Provide paper, rulers, and crayons or markers 
for your family to draw pictures of their dream homes. Family members may choose to illustrate 
the outside of the home, or they may wish to draw blueprint plans to show rooms and furnishings 
inside the home. Consider displaying blueprints of a house or other building you find on the 
internet as an example. After several minutes, invite your family to share about their drawings. 
Ask them to describe what types of materials might be required to build their dream homes and 
how long construction might take. 
 
SAY • Today we are going to hear a story from the Bible about a major construction project that 
took place when Solomon was the king of Israel. He wanted to build a temple for God. 
Thousands of people worked together, using cedar logs and stone bricks. How long do you think 
it took them to complete the project? [Allow everyone to guess.] Listen carefully to the Bible 
story to find out. 
 
2.    Memorize Scripture:  This is our third out or four weeks memorizing our verse, James 1:5. 
Take several blocks, or block objects you can use as building blocks. Write phrases of the key 
passage on several pieces of masking tape or painter’s tape and apply them to the blocks. Open 
your bible to James 1:5 and lead your child in reading the passage aloud together. Invite your 
child to construct a building, arranging the blocks so the words of the key passage are in order. 
 
SAY • Wisdom is a gift from God. Memorizing His Word can help us become wise. Let’s keep 
practicing James 1:5 together this week! Next week will be our last week working on this verse 
together. 
 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. James 1:5 

 
3.  Puzzle Relay: Print out two copies of the “Bible Story Picture Poster”. Cut each picture into 
16 pieces (4-by-4). Gather our family together and form two teams. Instruct them to gather at the 
back of the room. Mix up all 32 pieces together and scatter them at the front of the room. Explain 
that when you say go, one player from each team will run to the front of the room and choose a 
puzzle piece. The player will return to his team and another player will retrieve a piece. Players 
should be careful not to retrieve a piece already collected by a team member. If a team gets a 
duplicate piece, another player may return that piece but may not retrieve a new piece on the 
same turn. The rest of the team should work together to complete the puzzle as players retrieve 
pieces. Encourage team members to communicate about which pieces of the puzzle they need. 



The first team to complete the puzzle wins. If there are not enough players to form two teams, 
form one team to put together one puzzle.  
 

SAY •What picture is on this puzzle? (Solomon’s temple) In our Bible story today, God 
kept the promise He made to King David. God led His people to build a temple where He 
would dwell with them. He made Solomon this promise: If Solomon would obey His 
commands, then God would keep His promise to live among the Israelites and to not 
leave His people. Today, through the Holy Spirit, God dwells inside everyone who trusts 
in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 
 
4.    Discuss the Bible Story: Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. Lead your family to 
discuss these questions: 

1. Why did Solomon want to build a temple for God? Guide your family to recall that 
King David had wanted to build a temple to honor God. God had told King David that his 
son Solomon would build a temple. Solomon wanted to build the temple to honor God. 
(Read 1 Kings 5:2-5.) 
2. The temple Solomon built was where people went to meet with God. Why don’t 
people have to go to a temple now to meet with God? Remind your family that because 
God is holy, sinful people could not approach His presence in the temple. The priest 
could approach God’s presence and obtain forgiveness for people’s sin. When Jesus died 
on the cross, He paid for our sin once and for all. When we trust in Him, we have 
forgiveness and can approach God on our own through prayer, Bible reading, and 
worship. (Read Hebrews 4:16.) 
3. How do you feel about communicating with God? Invite your children to share their 
thoughts and experiences. Emphasize that we can approach God as a loving Father. He 
loves His children. We can speak to God through prayer about anything. (Read James 
5:13.) 
 

 


