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Advent Devotional

“Oh I wish we had swift messengers to run the world over to tell the story
that God has come down among us. I wish we had fluent tongues to tell in
every language the story that, coming down among us, God was arrayed in
flesh like our own and that He took our sins and carried our sorrows...”
--Charles Haddon Spurgeon
Steal Away Home
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Welcome to the 2017 Advent Devotional
Advent, which simply means “a moment of preparation for the coming” found its
roots within God’s family around the early 4th century. This was a time when the body
of Christ gathered together daily to meditate, consider, and stare into the glorious
person of Christ Jesus as a way of making their hearts ready for His coming. From
that time until now, the body of Christ has taken the month of December leading up
to Christmas Day to consider together, What Child Is This?
Without trying, December will likely be a whirlwind of a month for most of us. It’s a
time of coming and going, and going again. But in the midst of all the hustle and
bustle, we want to help you to slow down and consider the glory of the manger birth.
This Newborn Baby was God, Man, Savior, and King, all wrapped up within a human
frame.
We have created a total of 22 daily readings that begin on Monday December 4th and
end on Christmas Day, Monday December 25th. I believe that you will get the most
out of this devotional if you read the scripture first, then the commentary, and finish
each reading by spending time reflecting on the suggestions or questions at the end
of each entry.
May God the Holy Spirit reveal the power, humility, and glory of the manger birth this
December as you consider, “What Child Is This?”
Patrick Walton
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MAKING THIS ADVENT SEASON COUNT
Someone rightly said that being forewarned is to be forearmed. And the month of December, more
than any other month, is a time when you want to be forearmed. If we’re not careful, this Advent
season can come and go leaving us regret, credit card debit, and a few unwanted pounds, all the
while leaving us largely unchanged in our hearts. To make sure that December works for you, we have
created a list of suggestions that would be doable to assit you in creating memories, traditions, and
special times with those around you.
1. Cutting Down Your Christmas Tree — In 2016, Jennifer and I and our family cut down our first
Christmas Tree and it was an amazing experience. Nothing like throwing on a flannel, picking up a
saw, and laying in the dirt to ensure you take home the freshest, most well-rounded tree possible.
Here are a couple of options: Coates Christmas Tree Farm Auburn, WA; Sholz Farm, Puyallup,
WA; Snowshoe Evergreen Choose & Cut, Puyallup, WA.
2. Baking Special Foods — About 20 years ago, my uncle Joe made our family what we call
Christmas Bread, and we have made it every year since. It’s a part of our Christmas tradition to
have warmed up “Christmas Bread” with butter on top.
3. Go Out To A Special Production — Last year, Jennifer and I got a hotel in the Seattle area and
I took Anna to see the Nutcracker at Macaw Hall. We bought her a pretty dress and a jacket,
watched the show, and walked to Dick’s Burgers afterwards. This is now an annual tradition for
our family. Take time to invest in those around you by watching a play, a movie, or an event that
creates memories. Look ahead at the calendar and book it.
4. Purchase Or Rent Christmas Movies — December is a wonderful time to take in both classic
Christmas movies as well as new ones. Our family loves watching It’s A Wonderful Life, Elf,
Christmas Vacation, The Christmas Story, the animated version of A Christmas Carol, as well as
others. Add to your collection each year and schedule some movie nights ahead of time so they
don’t get skipped.
5. Do Advent Readings Every Day — It doesn’t have to be December to spend time looking at
Jesus’ birth, but for whatever reason the season lends itself to be about Christ. Take time reading
the Advent story from Luke 2, the Advent Devotional Readings, and if you have kids, have them
color alongside you as you read to them.
6. Gather Up Good Christmas Music — Shortly after November begins the Christmas music
starts playing—and I love it! Load up your phones or your music players with Christmas albums,
new and old alike. Among our favorites are: Justin Rizzo—Christmas, Jon Thurlow—Songs about
Jesus, Lauren Daigle—Behold, Josh Garrels—The Light Came Down, and Frank Sinatra—A
Jolly Christmas.
7. Christmas Day — There are two things that happen every Christmas Day since I can remember.
First, as we open presents with our family, we always go around the room from person to person
opening gifts one at a time. This allows us to celebrate with each other as they open their gifts.
And secondly, we have a big Christmas breakfast where we sit around in our pajamas usually
eating eggs, bacon, biscuits and Christmas Bread. Take time this Christmas and make memories,
not in how big the gifts are, but the time shared with one another.
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ADVENT BOOKS FOR ADULTS
The One True Gift—Tim Chester
Come Let Us Adore Him—Paul David Tripp
Faithful—Adam Hamilton

ADVENT BOOKS FOR KIDS
Unwrapping The Greatest Gift: A Family Celebration Of Christmas—Ann Voskamp
The Biggest Story: How The Serpent Crusher Took Us Back To The Garden—Kevin DeYoung
The Littlest Watchmen—James Scott

EVENTS HAPPENING IN DECEMBER AT IHOPNW
3 |
		
		

First Advent Sunday | 10am
Today is the first day of Advent. Take time to begin the scripture and devotional 		
readings and set your heart to encounter the Lord during this month.

9 |
Christmas Party | 6pm -8pm
		Bring a dish to share based on your last name below, and prepare for a great time of
		
feasting, games, and connection
		
Appetizers: A - E
		
Entrees: F - P
		
Desserts: Q - Z
24 |

Christmas Eve - Sunday Service | 10am

31 |
New Year’s Eve and Potluck Kick-off to 22 Days of Prayer and Fasting | 10am
		Celebrating the completion of 2017 & launching 2018, we will begin with a family 		
		
potluck before kicking off a 22 day fast. Bring a dish according to your last 		
		name (below).
		
Appetizers: A - E
		
Entrees: F - P
		
Desserts: Q - Z
CLOSED - December 25th & January 1st.
January 2 |

Prayer Room is open again in 2018.

5

December 4th
God’s Messenger of Love
Rebecca Furgason
Luke 1:26
There is a song “What’s Love got to do with it?”. Frankly, love has everything to do with it. Life started
out of love and continues until this very moment.
It was love that caused God the Father to create Adam, a man made in His image. God’s love wanted
Adam to have a relationship based on love and honor with a woman, another human made in His
image.
In Luke 1:26, love was the reason God sent Gabriel to visit Mary, who was betrothed to Joseph. God
once again, because of love for His image bearers, was about to change His creation. God was
identifying with His image bearers, as a loving God. He sent a part of Himself, Jesus, who would
eventually, give everything up in a grand sacrifice so we could be one with Him and be reconciled to
God the Father.
When Charlie Sweet visited IHOPNW in January, he talked about this body of believers learning to
love each other. What I took from what Mr. Sweet said is that we, as a body, were going to grow in
love, and hunger for the love of Jesus and one another. In October, Ian Rutherford gave us a similar
invitation to “Hunger for God,” to “Choose love,” and not to worry about “having it all together.”
As I write this, I have phrases from John 14, 15, and 17 running through my head:
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in me... Most assuredly, I say
to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also… and what ever you ask in
my name… if you love me keep my commandments…I will pray the father to send you another
Helper” (John 14:1-15).
“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in My love… these things I have spoken to you that My joy may remain in you and
that your joy may be full” (John 15:9-11).
“I have declared to them your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved me may
be in them and I in them” (John 17:26).
The last few words of Jesus to us were about ‘Love’. Our story with God started because of love.
Jesus, came to earth to show us the Father (John 14:7-11), and prayed that we would love one
another and live in His love.
God sent Gabriel to Mary with a message of Love that would change the future. It’s all about LOVE.
The Kingdom of Heaven reveals the love of the Father through you and me.
FOR REFLECTION | What are some ways you can choose to be a messenger of God’s love
today?
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December 5th
God from long ago
Patrick Walton
Luke 1:27
Names from the ancient world seem to have far more meaning than they do today in our culture. I’m
not saying that people today don’t care about names, but in ancient Hebrew culture your name was
indicative of your destiny or what you would end up doing. This is why we see throughout both the Old
and New Testament’s, God was often changing people’s name as a means of changing their destiny
or story.
Here in Luke 1, when the Advent story is being told by Luke, it’s immediately mentioned that Mary
was betrothed to man named Joseph who was of the house of David. Now at first glance that might
not seem like a big deal. But when you consider the overall narrative of the Bible and how this David
figure showed up on the scene you realize that this Baby coming through Mary has a lot more going
on than first glance might show.
In fact, this Baby’s origin is traced all the way back to Genesis 3, when after Adam and Eve sinned
in the Garden, God gave a promise to Eve that from her would come a Seed that would crush the
serpent’s (Satan’s) head. From those days forward, through the whole of the Old Testament, all the
way past the 400 years of silence between Malachi and Matthew, Israel carried this promise through
life and death believing and hoping for this coming Messiah. And now, through a teenage girl,
pregnant, God would come to His very creation.
The story gets even wilder when we add some other New Testament verses into the mix like
Revelation 22:16 where Jesus Himself, post-resurrection says, “…I am the root and the offspring of
David…” Basically Jesus is saying, I am David’s root system. David has come forth from and through
Me, but I’m also David’s offspring. I came from or through the line of David. This means that not only
is Jesus the promised Seed, He’s also the eternal God from before the creation of God. I know, it’s
mind blowing.
FOR REFLECTION | All summed up, Jesus is both Man and God. This Baby, this Child, Is God
from long ago. Have you thought much about the eternality of Christ?
Have you considered that this manger birth was conceived in eternity, and not in Bethlehem?
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December 6TH
God wHO sEES
Elyse Finlay
Luke 1:28-29
Despite feeling as though we have a good grasp on God’s nature as good, we’re often shown how
what we truly believe when we receive His mercy and grace -- and it was not expected. When Mary is
greeted by the angel, she is perplexed, wondering how such a powerful being could so confidently call
her favored by God. It is evident by the angel’s appearance that the Lord has seen her, watched her.
She doesn’t know what she is being chosen for, yet, but she does know that despite God having seen
her, He calls her highly favored.
In the same way when we encounter the Lord in a personal way, we can feel vulnerable and exposed,
knowing that He sees all of our actions, motivations, and secret thoughts. In shame or fear, we are
tempted to withdraw, longing to trust Him, but still fearing the consequences of opening a dialogue
with Him. Though we know many things that the Bible says about His character as merciful and good,
our relational experiences with broken humanity teach us to be guarded and untrusting.
However, in the same way with Mary, even our best expectations of HIs responses, whether in
conviction or encouragement, come short of what He reveals to truly feel about us. We can take
comfort in this moment that, though God saw all of Mary’s heart, He still pronounced His favor over
her life. His favor was the filter through which He saw all of her life.
The point is further taken when we view this event in light of Jesus’ coming. Later he would tell Philip,
“If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father” (John 14:9). Every moment surrounding Jesus’ life,
including His announcement and birth, was a demonstration to humanity of who God was. He showed
us that God is not aloof, but like the Psalmist says, “He humbles himself to behold the things that are
in heaven and in the earth” (Psalm 113:4). He is keenly aware of our activities, our needs, and yet His
response is full of mercy and grace. The proceeding verses in the Psalm are similar to Mary’s own
song,
““He raises the poor from the dust
And lifts the needy from the ash heap,
To make them sit with princes,
With the princes of His people.
He makes the barren woman abide in the house
As a joyful mother of children.
Praise the LORD!”
FOR REFLECTION | How do you truly believe and feel that God feels about you? Do those
thoughts and feelings line up with how God has expressed Himself to humanity in scripture?
Is there a place in your own heart that you are hestitant to confess or bring to the Lord? Why?
Knowing that He already sees everything, are you willing to take a step to trust Him with the
leadership of this part of your life?
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December 7th
God, carried by humanity
Mark Joneschiet
Luke 1:30-33
Jesus, in theological terms, is known as “The God Man.” Simply put, He exists in eternity as being
fully God and fully man.
What this means is that He, being fully God (the second member of the godhead or Trinity) and fully
man (born into humanity through God’s sovereign plan), possesses all the power and wisdom of
Almighty God in the form of perfect, glorified humanity.
The plan of God in placing Jesus in the family of man was to make Him the perfect sacrifice for
our sins. In Jesus’ Godhood, He could resist the wiles of the enemy and remain pure in the face of
Satan’s attempts to thwart God’s plan of redemption through temptation. In His humanity, He could
represent mankind on the cross and receive the entire punishment we would otherwise receive (God’s
full wrath) through the wisdom and stamina that came through His deity.
Through the incarnation, God, in essence, allowed Himself to be entrusted to the care of humanity.
As a tiny babe, God in the flesh became vulnerable to the frailties all humans endure in being totally
dependent on human care for all of His needs.
Did Jesus cry in the night? Did He have ever have colic? Was he dependent on Mary’s breast for
his sustenance? Did He rely on human teachers for His education? Yes, certainly to the last two
questions. Even with God the Father’s loving eye, Jesus was certainly entrusted to the care of
humanity.
It is safe to assume that, while God did not risk His perfect plan by any means, He allowed His Son
to be carried by humanity. While He bade careful and perfect watch over His Son, he entrusted His
growth, care, and maturity to the ones whom He chose to be the authority and influencers in His life
on earth.
FOR REFLECTION | Read Psalm 121. Do you ever doubt God’s watchful eye? How can you
address these doubts according to this passage? Read Psalm 107. How do you feel about this
passage? Does it comfort you that God is a rescuer of those in crisis?
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December 8TH
God can make it happen
Samantha Gayles
Luke 1:34
God loves conversation with us. Despite being the creator of all and the one who knows everything,
He still enjoys spending time and talking with us. God cherishes our honesty, wonder and curiosity
in the things He does. If we look at Luke 1 verse 34 we see Mary who has just been told that she will
bear the Son of God. In shock and amazement, she asks the angel, “How can this be, since I do not
know a man?” (Verse 34). It’s in this moment that Mary steps into honest dialogue with the angel. She
doesn’t doubt the words of the angel, like Zacharias does in Luke 1:18, which resulted in him being
mute for a while; Mary asks from a place of wonder and a genuine curiosity of how the God of the
universe is going to place His son in her womb.
Mary asks “how” from a place of curiosity, but Zacharias asks how from a place of doubt. In scripture,
two words are used in two completely different ways. Zacharias tells the angel, “How shall I know
this?” (Verse 18) when the angel tells him his wife will have a son despite their old age. The Greek
phrase for that is Kata ti gnosomai. The word that makes all the difference in, not only what Zacharias
says, but the manner in which he says it, is Kata. When translated it is “whereby/how, but denotes
opposition. We see that Zacharias isn’t asking out of curiosity grounded in the truth that was just given
to him; he doubts the Lord and His power to give him a son.
If we look at Mary and her question, on the surface it seems the same. However, the Greek word
used is different. The word is Pos which translates to “particle of the manner; in what way; how”. Mary
is trusting the Lord and His assignment for her, but is genuinely curious on how God will accomplish
what He has planned. There is no doubt, there is no hesitation, just genuine fascination and wonder
at how she will bear a child without knowing a man. This honesty created a small dialogue and an
example of how we can be honest with God.
God loves conversations with us. He loves when we take time to run to Him willing to share our
hearts and thoughts. It’s wonderful that we can approach Him honestly in wonder and awe, and ask
questions that are grounded in truth. We can ask why, not from a place of opposition and distrust, but
from a place of curiosity and the Lord delightfully answers. When the Lord whispers His secrets and
plans for our life and for the ones around us, we can take part in a precious conversation that results
in a greater relationship and understanding of the Father.
FOR REFLECTION | Are my questions coming from a place of doubt and mistrust or curiosity and
awe?
Do I talk with God and what are some things we discuss?
Does speaking honestly with God feel comfortable? Yes or No and why?
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December 9th
GOD IS A TRINITY
Hilary Smith
Luke 1:35-36
“And the angel answered and said to her, the Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the
Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of
God. Now indeed Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the
sixth month for her who was called barren.”
God has chosen to reveal Himself to us in various ways during various times.
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were all together before the foundation of the world, joyfully
delighting in creation. Proverbs 8:30-31 says: “Then I was beside Him as a master craftsman; And
I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him, rejoicing in His inhabited world, And my delight
was with the sons of men.” In the first chapter of Genesis God says, “Let US make man in OUR
image.” And “The Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” Clearly the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit were working together in unity. In ages past, God the Father chose to reveal
Himself to mankind by the Holy Spirit speaking to Men, who in turn, spoke to the rest of mankind,
revealing the will of the Father and carrying out His signs and wonders.
But, from the very beginning, it was in the heart of God to be with us, to have direct relationship with
us. His desire was that we would be face to face as friends.
The eternal God then stepped into time and was Emmanuel, God with us. The Ancient of Days
became an infant. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
John the beloved illuminates how God could be seen with the eyes and touched with the hands. The
eternal life that was with the Father was made manifest in Jesus. Now through his finished work, the
very Holy Spirit of God dwells within each of us. “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?” 1 Corinthians 6:19.
Mary recognized the working of the Holy Spirit and responded wholeheartedly, “Let it be unto me as
you have said!”
FOR REFLECTION | As you consider the birth of Messiah during this season; ponder on the ways
God is revealing Himself in this age and to you at this hour of your life.
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December 10TH
God is a miracle Worker
Luke and Karissa Hoar
Luke 1:37-38
When God enters a story everything changes! Things that once sounded impossible can enter into
the realm of the possible because of who He is. A little virgin girl from an obscure town and a peculiar
people can suddenly become a vessel to bring the King of Kings into the world. This same miracleworking God who encounters Mary and changes her whole life has been a miracle worker from the
beginning. He spoke the world into existence, brought forth man out of the dust, chose a people as his
own and delivered them time and again with mighty acts. He chose the poor, little, and the unknown,
and gave them power to defeat giants, make great armies flee, and rescue his people. He does this
because this is WHO HE IS! He will never cease to be a God who makes the impossible, possible.
In light of this miracle-working God, what will our response be? When he speaks into ‘our impossible’
will we still believe he is the God who can change it into the possible? As we go into this Holiday
season, reflect on God, the miracle worker, but also consider Mary. She believed God would do what
He said, and was able to partner in His miraculous plans and purposes.
FOR REFLECTION | How can we be like Mary?
How can we posture our hearts to say “Yes, may it be to me as you have said,” and believe it, so that,
we might partner with God and take part in the miraculous?
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December 11th
Man is Under God’s Control
Rebecca Furgason
Luke 2:1
As Luke begins to tell the Christmas story, he begins with some very normal, not miraculous
happenings. How much of our lives seem to be very normal and not spiritual? Either we are spiritual
beings, or we are simply human living a mundane existence. Every dawn, of each new day, we get to
choose how we are going to live.
I confess that in the last few months, for me, it has been a struggle to believe that I am a “Spiritual
Being living a physical existence” (Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, Jesuit priest). I have chosen to take a
jump into the unknown and live life without a safety net. The thought of living this way in the beginning
seemed like another grand adventure. But when life began to get real, doubt and fear crept in like an
old friend. I had some ungodly beliefs about God, others, and myself. “Who am I?” “Did I miss Gods
best for me?” “Did I take a turn that I wasn’t suppose to take?” However the truth is, living life as a
spiritual being doesn’t mean life is always easy. It just means I have to choose joy every day and
believe God when He says He gives me green pastures to lay in, still waters to restore my soul, and
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake (Ps 23).
If indeed I am a spiritual being and have invited Jesus to be my Lord, everything I do is life in Jesus.
Cleaning the bathroom, helping someone to get set free of life’s traumas or getting groceries--it’s all
living in Jesus, even though I really enjoy my quiet time at the grocery store and sometimes I argue
with God when he tells me to pray for someone or help someone.
Even when it seems there is nothing spiritual going on, there is something spiritual going on. Even
when we perceive we are not walking with God or “feeling” his presence, God promised to “never
leave us or forsake us” (Heb 13:5).
FOR REFLECTION | A favorite preacher of mine, Graham Cooke, is fond of asking God, “Who
do You want to be in me, for me or through me today?” Asking God that question and taking time to
listen to the answer might connect us with what God is doing in and around us even in the midst of
the mundane moments of our life.
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December 12TH
Man living by the Holy Spirit
Ian Furgason
Matthew 1:23
“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of Godliness: God was manifested in the flesh” This is the
mystery, that the King of Glory whose goings forth have been from everlasting, the Ancient of Days,
Himself, would come and enter time as a man, that the Limitless One would subject himself to the
limits of human flesh. But not only that. If that were all that would have been enough. He would rule
over the kings of the earth as the most powerful human being to ever live. Instead, in perfect humility
He took on the form of a servant and came wrapped in swaddling clothes. The Almighty emptied
himself of all of His might. The King of kings gave up all of his authority. He became a helpless babe;
wrapped in what many researchers believe were strips of cloth used for burial, and lying in a feeding
trough for farm animals. No elegant silk swaddling blankets or elaborate cedar crib crafted by the
most skilled of artisans. These would have been suitable for the creator and heir of all creation. But he
became one of us. The Creator became the created. The All-Knowing one learned to walk. His mouth
struggled to form syllables for the first time. The Rock of Israel fell and scraped his knee. The Desire
of the Nations suffered rejection. He became like us in every way. He suffered when tempted and got
hungry after waking up in the morning. He had deadlines to meet and had to learn how to listen and
obey. And all this He did while joyfully giving thanks to the Father. After all, He was the Word made
flesh. He would never ask us to do something He has not already done.
It is a mystery but when God became man and lived the life we live everyday he redeemed all of
human experience. Whatever the Holy One of Israel touches becomes holy. Thus He has made
our human experience a Holy offering to God. It is no longer worthless and pointless living. Jesus
redeemed our mundane day to day and transformed it into something eternally valuable. This is how
Paul can tell us to do and say everything for the glory of God, even eating and drinking has become
an act of worship! We can rejoice in our sufferings because He suffered. Everything we do can be
participation in His divine nature because He has become like us and filled us with His Holy Spirit.
We are now His brothers and sisters, sons and daughters of God, co-heirs of creation. Now, for a little
while, we suffer with Him as He suffered so that we will reign with Him when He reigns.
FOR REFLECTION | Meditate on the idea that Jesus has redeemed our lives from death so
that every step we take and word we speak has eternal worth and value in Him (Colossians 3:17, 1
Corinthians 10:31, Ephesians 2:1-10).
Does it encourage you to know that because Jesus suffered for us He has given meaning to our
suffering? The Bible tells us that even as Jesus suffered and was then glorified, we too who suffer will
be glorified in Him on that day (Romans 8:16-17, 2 Corinthians 4:17, James 1:12).
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December 13th
Man Moving Under God’s Will
Elyse Finlay
Luke 2:3
Without knowing it, the many people traveling to register for the census were caught up in something
much greater than obedience to a governing authority; indeed Caesar Augustus, himself, was being
moved by the principle that Proverbs speaks of when it says, “The king’s heart is like channels of
water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes” (Prov. 21:1). Whether they knew it
or not, these men and women were subject to the Lord’s will to prove Himself faithful to His word
through the prophets that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. We can inadvertently be a part of
God’s story through His deft orchestration of human history; however, how much better to be willingly
submitted to His plans—voluntary, enthusiastic partners in His work to bring His kingdom to earth.
Jesus submitted Himself to His Father’s will, submitted to becoming a limited human being,
dependent upon the Father’s plans. As a man, Jesus not only lived a life wholly given over to the
Father’s will, empowered by the Holy Spirit, but He demonstrated how we were to live. The above
Proverb not only speaks generally of the kings of the earth and God’s true sovereignty over them, but
ultimately of Jesus, who will one day rule righteously so that God’s plans can flow freely without being
inhibited.
As a man, Jesus lived conscious of the Father’s direction and movement. God can sovereignly
orchestrate events to use our lives to accomplish His purposes, but we have the opportunity,
by listening to the Holy Spirit who lives within us, to be aware of His desires, and actively obey,
participate, and partner with His plans.
FOR REFLECTION | Think of a time when life took an unexpected turn, and you later learned that
it was the Lord’s doing, or that He had knit together a story out of your circumstances that blessed
you more than if things had stayed the same. Spend time thanking Him for His leadership, watch-care,
and provision over your life.
It is sometimes easier to be aware of the Lord’s activity in a worship setting than during our mundane.
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you ways to remind yourself throughout your day to listen for His voice – at
home eating breakfast, on your drive to work, in your office or work setting, at the grocery store.
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December 14TH
Man Obeying God
Mark Joneschiet
Luke 2:4
To be unwed and pregnant in ancient Israel was a serious offence: ”If a man marries a girl who is
claimed to be a virgin, and then finds that she is not, they shall bring the girl to the entrance of her
father’s house and there her townsmen shall stone her to death” (Deuteronomy 20:23).
When Joseph, betrothed to Mary, discovered she was pregnant, he sought to “divorce” her privately
without public spectacle. However, Matthew 1:21 tells us an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream
saying, “Do not be afraid to take your wife Mary home, for what has been conceived in her is by Holy
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” Joseph acquiesces and takes Mary to be his wife.
Incredulous as this might have seemed, Joseph obeyed and fully took Mary to be his wife. He “did not
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son” (Matthew 1:25).
This act is a powerful example of obedience to God. Imagine the feelings Joseph might have had to
set aside in order to be obedient. Imagine the questions he had to overlook.
When God calls for our obedience, He does not always provide full understanding. In our fallen state,
we like to know the end from the beginning. We have difficulty venturing into the unknown, especially
if it interferes with what we deem to be common sense.
God often does not provide us with a picture of the results of our obedience. He simply invites us to
follow, trust and obey.
I Peter 1:8 tells us, “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving
the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”
FOR REFLECTION | Can you remember times when you have trusted God even though you have
not fully understood why He was directing you a certain way?
If so, what were the results?
How do you go about discerning His directives?
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December 15th
Man, Dwelling with God
Samantha Gayles
Luke 2:5
One of the most amazing things we see in scripture is the conception and eventual birth of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. The Old Testament makes it very apparent that mankind needs a Savior. We find that
Savior in the Son of God. We marvel at the conception of Jesus and we marvel at the birth, but do we
sit back and think about the pregnancy? There is something dynamic and amazing that takes place
during the 9-month period in which Mary, a broken and fractured person, carries not only her Son, but
also her Savior.
We tend to put a lot of emphasis on God dwelling with man. Don’t get me wrong—it is amazing that
the God of the universe dwells in us and does life with us. However, I think we should also meditate
on our dwelling with God. We should sit back and ponder what dwelling with God looks and feels like.
I think the best picture is Mary’s pregnancy with Jesus. God loves when we come to Him as we are,
fully aware of our brokenness and fully aware that we can’t do anything without Him; it’s the perfect
balance of humility and honesty. When a woman is pregnant, her child can hear and sense everything
within her. Mom cannot hide her joy, excitement, fear, anger, etc. She cannot put a mask over her
fatigue and displeasure with life. From the inside, she is an open book to be read. Jesus, the Son of
God, dwelling inside a woman, fully aware of Himself and who’s Child He is, can see all that happens
in her heart. Mary doesn’t have to hide or put on a front, but can be comfortable knowing that God can
see her, and she just has to be present with Him. She can dwell with Him without shame or fear and
bear her innermost self. Much like a woman enjoys just being with her child, we can also enjoy just
dwelling in God.
We can find peace and rest in His arms. We can open the secret chambers of our hearts without fear
of condemnation and shame. We can dwell in our imperfection with a perfect God, comfortably, like a
mother with child. We can be close and bonded with God, constantly being filled with His Spirit, much
like a mother and child sharing an umbilical cord. It is truly a beautiful dynamic dwelling with God and
building a tight knit bond with the Father.
FOR REFLECTION | How can I dwell with God?
What is the importance of dwelling with God?
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December 16TH
Making Way for God
Hilary Smith
Luke 2:6
Mary said, “Yes.” The mother of Jesus must have been afraid on so many levels, yet she didn’t
hesitate. Fear of childbirth, fear of the shame of the reproach of her situation were just a couple
of the many unknowns she had to face as the result of her yes. She said confidently, “Behold the
handmaid of the Lord.” She responded with instant obedience when the angel approached her. She
didn’t ask him for time to think about it, or for details about how it was all going to work out. She just
said yes. The fullness of time had come for the Savior, the Redeemer of Israel, to be born. Yet this
is just the beginning. There is a grand tapestry concerning us that the Lord has been weaving from
the foundations of the world, and every day of our lives, the thread continues to be woven until the
fullness of time when the golden bowls will be poured out and the kingdom of the Most High will be
here on the Earth.
God wants to partner with us to finish that tapestry. It’s not like He needs us to accomplish the intents
of His heart, but he desires a people intensely in love with Him, and committed to bringing His
kingdom here on Earth. Isaiah 57:14 says, “And it will be said: “Build up, build up, prepare the road!
Remove the obstacles out of the way of my people.” What amazing joy we can have as we eagerly
anticipate the ways in which God will send us out with His authority and mandate to build up His
highway!
FOR REFLECTION | Today, as you sit with the Lord in your secret place, ask Him how you can
partner with him to build up His highway.
Will you respond with instant obedience when the Holy Spirit says “Go”?
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December 17th
Man (Godman) Born in a Barn
Luke and Karissa Hoar
Luke 2:7
What an amazing God we serve. Here the King of Kings and Lord of Lords is being brought forth into
the world that He created, not in the greatest palace or most ornate home, but in a simple manger. He
wasn’t wrapped in a nice warm blanket, He was wrapped in cloths; He wasn’t laid to rest in a palace
with servants all around to tend to him, no, he was laid in a manger, a feeding trough for animals.
The One through whom the whole world has its being, was born in a simple stable. Oh, the humility of
our great God. Imagine with me if you will, the throne room where Jesus was before he took on flesh
(Isaiah 6:1-4, Ezekiel 1:26-28). What an amazing picture these two prophets painted. This fantastic
place is where Jesus dwelt. He left it, and was born among the sheep and goats. He deserved the
greatest palace the world could give, but He instead chose a manger. Jesus! You are so humble!
How can our response be anything other than worship? What kind of God is this?
FOR REFLECTION | Today as we approach Christmas, take some time to stand in awe of our
Great King. Let the wonder of the greatest gift of all grip your heart a new and afresh. Once you have
taken the time to consider His great humility, ask Him how you can go low today.
After Jesus washed the disciple’s feet in John 13, He told them to do likewise (John 13: 12-17).
How can you be like your Savior today?
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December 18TH
Savior Among Shepherds
Rebecca Furgason
Luke 2:8-11
In Luke 2, the Angel of the Lord appears to the shepherds at night in the field to announce the
coming of Jesus. The shepherds were in the field at night protecting their flocks instead of sleeping in
their tents. Was the angel of the Lord making a statement about Jesus as a shepherd or shepherding
by appearing to good shepherds?
There are people that are really good at shepherding people (our own Patrick Walton) and then there
are people that would rather stack rocks in a corner than shepherd people. I understand and relate to
both personalities depending on the week or the day.
Jesus refers to himself as the “good shepherd” in John 10. In the book of Revelation it says the
shepherd will “lead them to living fountains of waters” and “wipe away every tear from their eyes”.
As spiritual beings, living in the love of Jesus, we are shepherds. Some are better at it than others.
Some are gifted and called to be shepherds. In our own small communities of people, we are to love,
care for, inspire, build up, and encourage each other with our words and our deeds. Our communities
need us as “Spiritual beings living a human existence,” loving Jesus, and choosing to love one
another.
I have a good friend from Texas who lived here in the Northwest for about 10 years. During that time,
I heard her say many times how difficult it was to bring people together in the Seattle area. This
friend is a shepherd. She has a dynamic personality and is loved by most people she meets. But
still, in the Northwest, she was often frustrated by the way we hid in our homes, not to mention that
we don’t know what ‘RSVP’ means. It’s not easy to reach out to people. In the Northwest we are very
protective of our space and hide in our homes in the “rainy” season... for 9 months.
This season, lets challenge and encourage each other to shepherd the little flock of people around us
well, and to look for those who may not feel included and, as God leads, include them.
God bless us as we live and breathe, and dive into hungering after Jesus, loving others and living as
spiritual beings who love like Jesus and shepherd those around us, into and in the Kingdom.
YOU are the favorite of the King of kings and Lord of Lords.
FOR REFLECTION | Consider the life of Jesus who shepherded the lost and lonely, and
then gave us the same ability to minister reconciliation between God and man.
Are there people in your life that you can introduce the Savior Jesus to?
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December 19th
Savior in Swaddling Clothes
Alison Davis
Luke 2:12
When we read in Luke 2:12 that the shepherds would find their Savior “lying in a manger wrapped in
swaddling clothes,” we often focus on the fact that Jesus was born in a lowly place of humble means,
and not that He was wrapped in swaddling clothes. This could be because the practice of swaddling is
not widely practiced today, but it’s important to understand what swaddling is in order to comprehend
the full degree to which God stripped Himself of His power when He entered the world as a baby to
become our Savior. When Jesus was swaddled, they laid Him on His back and strapped His arms to
His side, winding a bandage around and around Him until His arms were completely immobile. Once
swaddled, Jesus was bound and helpless—unable to stretch out His arms or even to move them.
This is especially impactful when we reflect on the Bible passages that tell us it is the powerful,
outstretched Arm of the Lord that saves. The Arm was used in representing God in His strength.
When the Bible refers to the Arm of the Lord, it is consistently about the Son, as God reaches into
the Earth to do His work. The Lord redeemed Israel “with an outstretched arm” (Exod.6:6), “His arm
brought salvation” (Isa.63:5), “His right hand…dashed the enemy in pieces” (Exod. 15:6), “His hand
laid the foundation of the Earth, and His right hand spanned the heavens” (Is. 48:13), “His right hand
and His holy arm have gained Him the victory” (Ps. 98:1).
Given this, the shepherds were not looking for their Messiah to come with the constricted movement
of swaddling clothes. But this is how God chose to come and reveal Himself as Savior. When I picture
Jesus as a little baby lying swaddled in the manger and reflect on the magnitude and power of who
it really is, I am awe-struck. How can this be? How could this all-powerful God who saves with His
mighty outstretched Arm, enter the world as Savior in the form of a baby with arms bound to His side?
Who would willingly do such a thing? What type of love would compel it?
FOR REFLECTION | Reflect on the arrival of the God of the universe in this lowly and constricted
way.
How is this similar to the way in which he won His ultimate victory on our behalf? Where were his
arms on the cross?
Where were his arms in the grave?
Where are his arms as Savior today?
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December 20TH
Savior Praised by angels
Elyse Finlay
Luke 2:13-14
In any culture, poetry and song are powerful conveyors of important ideas, and this is so because it
is first true in Heaven, as worship ascends continually to the throne of God. It is also obvious when
we look at the song sung by the angels at the declaration of Jesus’ coming. The angel’s song begins
with a set of parallel statements that provoke the shepherds, and generations to come, to wonder
and awe. The Shepherds have just been told that their long-awaited Savior has been born. The first
two clauses of the proclamation are structured in a chiasmus, a parallel phrase whose latter half has
been inverted. Instead of a common parallel phrase, in which the individual concepts are structured
ABAB (“Glory to God in the highest, and peace among men on earth”), the concepts in a chiasmus
are structured ABBA (“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace among men…”). This poetic
device creates unique emphases, whether that is to descend to the middle to highlight the relationship
between the two ideas in the center, or to create a dynamic crescendo by highlighting the ideas on
either end.
In this case, both emphases are powerful, and paint a beautiful picture of the coming of the Savior,
Christ the Lord. In this moment, it is important to point out that because the song erupts as a result
of the announcement of Jesus, it is therefore related to His coming. If we look on either end, we will
see who the savior is – God and Man. In the middle is what the Savior will do; we see the “highest
[heaven]” and the “earth”. The Savior will be a bridge between the place where God is worshiped and
the place where men dwell. In Jesus, God is glorified because He has created a way for humanity to
be at peace with God, and therefore, in and among themselves. The angels sing the praise of the one
who represents the glorified God and embodies shalom – true peace, total well-being, life finally at
rest with who it was created to be.
There is a final parenthetical statement that further defines men, and provides a surprising insight into
some of God’s motivations and His true feelings. God is given glory as the first statement, which is
important; His highest motivation in anything He does is for His own glory. However, this last phrase
is a powerful revelation that initiates and instills the peace prophesied by the coming of Jesus. God’s
activity among men is also motivated by His great pleasure in them. It’s a shocking twist that we strive
to believe is true, but struggle to receive. Guilt and shame tend to cloud out the truth from piercing our
hearts.
But here are the angels, proclaiming loudly through the generations with praise that God alone
deserves. God Himself has made a way to bring us together with Him. His pleasure in men is so
deeply resident that He decided to become one forever. Like the song itself in which God and man are
united, this is the work of the Savior, to make us one with Him.
FOR REFLECTION | When you think of salvation through Jesus, in what ways do your erupt in
your own worship, whether that is in song or in everyday acts of life?
Meditate on some of your favorite worship songs and consider how they speak of Jesus’ nature and
His activity.
In what ways has He brought peace into your life, and how has that peace drawn you closer to Him?
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December 21st
Savior Sleeping in a Manger
Mark Joneschiet
Luke 2:15-16
Silent Night is a hymn written in 1816 by Joseph Mohr, a young priest in Mariapfarr, Austria. It was
originally written for pipe organ, but when it was to be played, it was discovered that mice had chewed
through the organ bellows, and had to be played on the guitar. It sweetly expresses the night of
Jesus’ birth, the most crucial event in all of man’s history aside from His death and resurrection.
A band of shepherds, arguably among the lowliest social classes in Israel, were invited by an angel
of God to be the first to visit the newborn Messiah (Luke 2:8-20). Imagine the honor they felt in being
summoned to attend the birth of the Savior of mankind.
This invitation hearkens back to most significant King of Israel, David, who had spent his youth
tending the flocks of his father, Jesse (see Isaiah 11). Instead of royalty, despised shepherds are the
first to be invited to meet the newborn king. God delights in “confounding the wisdom of the wise”
and “shaming the strong” (I Corinthians 1:27).
“This is what the Lord says: ‘Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their
strength or the rich boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they
have the understanding to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and
righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,’ declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 9:23, 24).
FOR REFLECTION | In what ways has God met you in your lowliest times?
What feelings have you felt when you knew the God of the universe has bent low to meet you?
In what ways has God taken your little and turned it into a lot?
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December 22nd
Savior’s Story traveling Far and Wide
Samantha Gayles
Luke 2:17-18
Possibly one of the most important moments in a Christian’s life is when they start to develop a
relationship with God. Those first conversations with the Father are exciting and life-changing. We
are filled with such excitement and passion that we are ready to scream the truth on the side of the
road at anyone who walks by; inside, there is a burning drive to share the truth and knowledge of
Christ. Even in maturity, we still get excited when we see Christ in our lives. Once again, we are filled
with passion and zeal, and want to run to the nearest person and share our moment, much like the
shepherds in Luke that after seeing Jesus, had to share what they had seen to everyone around them.
However, there are moments when we are not as excited. In the hustle and bustle of today, we can
miss out on the movements of Christ; our once fiery passion, zeal, and drive to share our precious
moments can dwindle. We get caught up in work, school, family, and finances that we are completely
blind to the many things that are happening around. It is key that we continue to press in and stay
aligned with God. To remain excited about the things of God, we must see the things of God. It’s like a
rollercoaster: when you are on the ride, it’s exhilarating; however, when you get off and some time has
gone by, the memory isn’t as exciting. To experience that rush again, we have to get back on the ride.
The same goes for our excitement for Christ. At home, at work, in the car, in the grocery store, we
have to actively engage in the things of God. He is actively moving and we just have to be aware, be
present, and watch.
FOR REFLECTION | Are you as excited today about what you have seen in Christ as you were
when you first seen Him?
What are some steps you can take today to either grow in more excitement or recapture the
excitement you used to have?
What are some testimonies from your life that you can use to speak of the saving work of Jesus?
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December 23rd
Savior Cherished in the Heart of a Mother
Hilary Smith
Luke 2:19
There was great drama and anticipation leading up to the birth of Jesus. Mary, had an epic, lifechanging experience when she was visited by the angel Gabriel. There was glory. There was fear.
The angel proclaimed to her about the child she would bear, saying; “He will be great and he will be
called The Son of the Highest. The Lord God will give Him the throne of his father, David and He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever and His kingdom will have no end.” That is heady stuff for a
mere mortal. Then the reality of circumstances hit home to this poor country girl.
As the new family sat in their miserable birthing suite among the animals after walking a hundred
miles to get there, the shepherds came to proclaim who the child was. No royal welcome. No pomp.
The savior was not revealed to priests or kings, but to a few men on the bottom of the social ladder,
right next to tax collectors. Luke 2:17 says, “Now when they had seen Him they made widely known
the saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at these
things which were told them by the shepherds. “ The Shepherds published the news abroad but
Mary guarded those promises and kept them close to the vest. She thought about them and rolled
the evidence over in her mind again and again. Mary never lifted her voice to exalt her son but she
remembered the words of the angel and the shepherds and she pondered them. After the chaotic
events of the birth calmed down, days turned into weeks, weeks into months and months into years.
Do you think she ever wondered about or doubted the fulfillment of those words she was given?
Maybe she wondered why no promotion was forthcoming for her family if her son was really to sit on
the throne of David.
FOR REFLECTION | Are you pondering those things that have been spoken over you? What have
you done with God’s promises in your life? After 33 years do you still believe for them? When the
glitter and the festivity of the season of prophecy is over, is it difficult to keep hold of things God has
promised you? Keep them close to your heart and ponder them. Never let them go. Will Christ be
born in you? Dare to believe.
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December 24th
Savior glorified as God
Luke and Karissa Hoar
Luke 2:20
I love the story of the shepherds in the Christmas story. They were ordinary guys out working their
ordinary, blue collar jobs, when all of the sudden, God goes out of his way to send angels to them
so that they might be there to witness His son coming to the world. I love the shepherds because
they were just simple, ordinary, smelly guys. They weren’t the greatest theologians of the day or the
ones who taught in synagogue. They weren’t the ones who could quote all the right verses or even
explain the full significance of what happened to them. They were like you and me and God went out
of his way to invite them, and what did he get in return for his invitation? I believe he got exactly what
he wanted: awe and worship. God extends this same invitation to us, as we gaze into the amazing,
miraculous, love story of the incarnation. How can our hearts do anything but be in wonder of what he
has done? He desires for us to look into the great, great gift of His son and respond with the simple
response of the shepherds: worship, praise, and proclamation. What a beautiful invitation.
FOR REFLECTION | Tonight, on Christmas Eve, take some time to do just that, worship him for
what he has done. In case you feel out of place doing that or don’t feel like you know how, remember
that the shepherds were just like us, they didn’t have all the right things do or say, or perfect singing
voices. Ask the Lord to open your heart to wonder and to know the great love with which he gave his
son. Even if you don’t feel filled with awe or wonder, you can always say, “thank you”.
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December 25th
The day is finally here... or is it?
Patrick Walton
Matthew 2:1-12
For the kid in you, if it’s still there, the day has finally come. The long-awaited night, when St. Nick,
far to overweight to come down a chimney, let alone arrive in my glass, fully enclosed, gas fireplace
,shows up in the form of mom and dad or a loved one and makes the memorable traditions carry on
for another year. Stockings are hung or set, cookies left on the table with a small bite taken out, and a
glass of warm whole milk is awaiting eager eyes to see if gifts were left in their honor.
Christmas Day is my favorite morning of the year, but for reasons that you might not typically think. It’s
not the presents, it’s not the excitement or anticipation, and it’s certainly not the of snow, being that
we live in Western Washington. For me personally, I love the lights on the tree, the smell of food from
breakfast cooking, and the sense of family that’s gathered together because of Jesus’ humility to take
on flesh and redeem us to His Father through Himself. Christmas for me, is a dim shadow of God’s
Kingdom that’s here in part and still yet coming.
The morning has generosity, community, unity, love, excitement, decorations, anticipation, fulfillment,
and feasting. The reason why we love this day so much is because we were actually made for a
coming day that will far eclipse the best day here on earth. This is a coming day when God promises
that He Himself will be with us, He will dine with us, the things we have wondered about will be clear,
there will be food, trees, laughter, family, and decorations that will make the Kardashian Christmas
look like low budget event. Gates carved out of one solid pearl? I mean seriously, this Guy’s
extravagant.
But here’s the beauty of today: wherever you are, whoever you’re with, you don’t have to choose
whether you will enjoy this day or that coming day. God wants you to enjoy both days, all the while
setting your heart on that coming day. So, eat, laugh, be generous, drink coffee (good coffee), and
thank God that He came and dwelt among us, placing hope deep in our hearts that this day, is only a
shadow of what’s to come.
Merry Christmas!
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