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ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Salutation 
Philippians 1:2 

Pastor: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Lord be with you! 

People: And also with you! 
 
Psalm of the Day  
Psalm 103 
Responsive Reading 
Congregation reads boldface text. Please use a reserved voice. 
 

Praise the Lord, my soul; 
    all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
Praise the Lord, my soul, 
    and forget not all his benefits— 
who forgives all your sins 
    and heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the pit 
    and crowns you with love and compassion, 
who satisfies your desires with good things 
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
The Lord works righteousness 
    and justice for all the oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses, 
    his deeds to the people of Israel: 
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 
    slow to anger, abounding in love. 
He will not always accuse, 
    nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
he does not treat us as our sins deserve 
    or repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his love for those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion on his children, 
    so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; 
for he knows how we are formed, 
    he remembers that we are dust. 
The life of mortals is like grass, 
    they flourish like a flower of the field; 
the wind blows over it and it is gone, 
    and its place remembers it no more. 
 
 



But from everlasting to everlasting 
    the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, 
    and his righteousness with their children’s children— 
with those who keep his covenant 
    and remember to obey his precepts. 
The Lord has established his throne in heaven, 
    and his kingdom rules over all. 
Praise the Lord, you his angels, 
    you mighty ones who do his bidding, 
    who obey his word. 
Praise the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, 
    you his servants who do his will. 
Praise the Lord, all his works 
    everywhere in his dominion. 
Praise the Lord, my soul. 

 

*Call to Worship 
From Psalm 103 
 

Leader: Praise the LORD from your souls! 
 

People: From the very center of ourselves, we will praise God’s holy name! 
 

Leader: Praise the LORD from your souls! 
 

People: We will recall all of his gracious benefits! 
 

Leader: Let us call the angels of heaven to join our praise! 
 

People: May the heavenly host, who stand by to do his will, lift up their 
songs with us! 

 
Leader: The whole creation praises its Lord and celebrates his dominion! 

 
People: We will lift up our souls and praise our Lord! 

 
Leader: Let us worship God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer of Invocation 
From Psalm 104:27-35 
 

Leader: Gracious God and Father, you care for all your creatures, giving them 
food and shelter and satisfying them with good things. 

 
People: You are glorious in your generosity, and you are praiseworthy in 
your provision. When you open your hand of love, our deepest needs are 
met and our spirits are fed. 

 
Leader: We have gathered to praise your lovingkindness, O Father. We have 
assembled to behold your glory and grace. 

 
People: Send forth your Spirit, that our praises might be animated with love 
and laden with gratitude! 

 
Leader: Do not hide your face from us, Father, but turn toward us in grace, for 
we ask it in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit—one God, now and forevermore.  

 
People: Amen! 

 

*Chant of Praise 
“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
Text: Henry Francis Lyte (1834) From Psalm 103 
Spoken responsively in a reserved voice  
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet your tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King! 

 
Praise him for his grace and favor 
to his people in distress. 
Praise him, still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in his faithfulness! 

 
Fatherlike he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows. 
In his hand he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Widely yet his mercy flows! 

 



Angels, help us to adore him; 
you behold him face to face. 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace!  

 

Examination 
From the Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 120-121 
 

Leader: Why did Christ command us to call God “our Father”? 
  
People: To awaken in us 
at the very beginning of our prayer 
what should be basic to our prayer— 
a childlike reverence and trust 
that through Christ God has become our Father, 
and that just as our parents do not refuse us 
the things of this life, 
even less will God our Father refuse to give us 
what we ask in faith. 

 
Leader: Why the words “in heaven”? 
  
People: These words teach us 
not to think of God’s heavenly majesty 
as something earthly, 
and to expect everything 
needed for body and soul 
from God’s almighty power. 
  

Silent Meditation 
  

Confession of Sin 
 

Gracious God and Father in heaven, we confess that our prayers lack the 
childlike reverence and trust that you desire from our hearts. We pray half-
believing that you have no interest in our childlike desires and needs. We fail to 
recognize how faithfully you have provided for us and for the whole creation, and 
so we assume that you might hold back from us what is good for us. Even while 
we ask for things, we ask ourselves whether you are truly majestic and powerful, 
and truly tender and attentive. Forgive the irreverence of our “grown-up” prayers, 
and make us childlike once again. Lord, teach us to pray. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, we ask it. Amen. 

 
Silent Confession 
 
 



*Assurance of Pardon 
 

People of God, the Lord Jesus is patient and gentle as we learn to pray. Even as 
he teaches, rebukes, and corrects us in his school of prayer, he does so with the 
kind countenance of his Father’s face. He has much to teach us, and knows 
what we can bear and when we can bear it. So he wisely trains us in childlike 
trust, even as we overhear him pray to his Father. Most of all, he is not ashamed 
to call us sisters and brothers, and to welcome us into the intimacy of his 
conversation with his Father, letting us address him as our Father. Take heart, 
child: you will learn to pray. And as you do, there is grace and kindness—
forgiveness of sin, tender patience, a consistent welcome, and a Teacher’s 
determination to see us, his students, succeed. Practice your prayers in peace, 
and know that the Spirit of Christ perfects them by perfect grace. Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 
 

Leader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit  
 

People: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, world 
without end! Amen! 

 
MINISTRY OF THE WORD  
Prayer for Illumination 
From Psalm 103 
 

Leader: Gracious Father, we lay open before you our most inward selves, 
trusting that when your Word touches us, it will come with both power and 
gentleness. 

People: Provoke in our hearts the praise you deserve from lips that love to 
speak your name.  

Leader: Place your crown of love and compassion upon our brows, and 
encourage us so profoundly that we recover a youthful spirit of vigor and begin to 
soar like the eagle on the wings of childlike faith. 

People: Do not forget, dear Father, that we are dust. Remember our frail 
frames, and speak tenderly to us, working with power that is perfectly fit 
for our weakness. 

Leader: May we have a sense, as we hear the voice of Jesus in your Word, that 
the hosts of angelic beings are listening along with us, ready to serve you, and to 
serve us. 

People: Enthrone yourself, Good Father, upon the praises of our souls, and 
sit in majesty in the midst of your grateful creation as we honor you with 
our attentive ears and open hearts. 

Leader: We ask it for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 



Old Testament Reading  
Jeremiah 3:11-19 

11 The LORD said to me, “Faithless Israel is more righteous than unfaithful Judah. 12 Go, 
proclaim this message toward the north: 

“‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the LORD, 
    ‘I will frown on you no longer, 
for I am faithful,’ declares the LORD, 
    ‘I will not be angry forever. 
13 Only acknowledge your guilt— 
    you have rebelled against the LORD your God, 
you have scattered your favors to foreign gods 
    under every spreading tree, 
    and have not obeyed me,’” 
declares the LORD. 

14 “Return, faithless people,” declares the LORD, “for I am your husband. I will choose 
you—one from a town and two from a clan—and bring you to Zion. 15 Then I will give 
you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and 
understanding. 16 In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the 
land,” declares the LORD, “people will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the 
LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will 
another one be made. 17 At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, 
and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of the LORD. No longer will 
they follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts. 18 In those days the people of Judah 
will join the people of Israel, and together they will come from a northern land to the 
land I gave your ancestors as an inheritance. 

19 “I myself said, 

“‘How gladly would I treat you like my children 
    and give you a pleasant land, 
    the most beautiful inheritance of any nation.’ 
I thought you would call me ‘Father’ 
    and not turn away from following me. 
 
Silent Meditation 
 
New Testament Reading 
Hebrews 2:5-18 

5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are 
speaking. 6 But there is a place where someone has testified: 

“What is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    a son of man that you care for him? 
 



7 You made them a little lower than the angels; 
    you crowned them with glory and honor 
8     and put everything under their feet.”  

In putting everything under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at 
present we do not see everything subject to them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was 
made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor 
because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone. 

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are 
made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters. 12 He says, 
“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 
    in the assembly I will sing your praises.”  
13 And again, 
“I will put my trust in him.”  
And again he says, 
“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”  
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by 
his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the 
devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason 
he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become 
a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement 
for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is 
able to help those who are being tempted. 

Matthew 6:5-13 

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like 
pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 



    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

Sermon 
“The Rabbi’s Right—‘Our Father’” 
The Rabbi’s Rote: Rehearsing the Lord’s Prayer (Part 2) 
 
Questions and Responses 
 
RESPONDING 
 
Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
      kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
      Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

    trespasses, as we forgive those who have trespassed against  us. And lead  
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
GOING WITH GOD’S MISSION AND BLESSING 
 
Welcome of Guests 
 
Announcements 
 
*Commissioning and Benediction 
 

 

*Please stand if you are able.  
 
Please remain seated until the ushers dismiss you and exit the building quickly. 
Please respect social distancing and do not congregate in front of the church. 
 

Serving Today: 

Senior Pastor Andrew R. Stager 

Associate Pastor Sam E. Gyorfi 

Usher: Kris Vail 

 

 
 

 



This Week at IPC: 
 
Sunday, April 18 

• 14:00: In-person “Prayer & Preaching” Service 

• 18:00: In-person/Online Evening Worship 
 
Sunday, April 25 

• 10:00: Online Bible @10 

• 12:00: In-person/Online Morning Worship (no Sunday School) 

• 14:00: In-person Worship 

• 15:00: Online Info Café 

• 18:00: In-person/Online Evening Worship 
 
Register for these events at www.ipc-zurich.org. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Info Café 
Come meet the pastors, church elders and other newcomers! We will provide 
information about our beliefs and activities to give you the chance to get more involved 
in church life and to consider becoming a member of IPC. 
Sunday, April 25 from 15:00-16:00 online via Zoom 
If you can join us, please sign up on the website: https://www.ipc-
zurich.org/events/event/1387/online-info-caf/2021-004-25 
 
KIWO 2021: HolzBauWelt  
On weekday afternoons during spring vacation (Monday, April 26 to Friday, April 30), 
five churches in our neighborhood will sponsor a Christian program (Kinderwoche) for 
local children. All IPC children are warmly welcomed. This year’s program was 
specifically prepared according to the rules for coronavirus protection. It is a great 
opportunity for about 120 children to spend time together in a fun and meaningful way 
by hearing stories from the Bible. It is also an opportunity for members of IPC to get 
involved in local outreach! Whether leading a small group, helping with decorations, or 
assisting someone with the kids, you will make a great contribution and will have 
guidance and Christian fellowship throughout. A basic knowledge of German would be 
useful. Contact Johanna Thomsen at hikaruthomsen@hotmail.com. 
kiwo-hottingen.ch 

 
Office Hours: Please Email or Call! 
The IPC staff is working primarily from home right now, but we are available! Please 
call (044 262 55 25) during office hours (Tuesday-Friday, 9:00-17:00) or email 
(office@ipc-zurich.org) us.  
 
 

 

 



Welcome to the International Protestant Church of Zurich! 

Many thanks for stopping by, and we hope that your time with us will be rewarding and 
enriching as we worship Christ together.  
Headsets for hearing aids are available. Please ask one of the ushers for assistance. 
 
Get Connected 
The best ways for you to begin at IPC are: 

• Join a Home Group 

• Sign up to receive the e-newsletter 

• Serve at IPC 

• Become a member 
For more information about programs and events, visit ipc-zurich.org. 
 
Staff 
Rev. Andrew R. Stager, Senior Pastor 
Sam E. Gyorfi, Associate Pastor 
Laura Fisher, Administrative Assistant 
Bev Visser, Administrative Assistant 
Vanessa Bischoff, Children’s Ministry Administrator 
Ruth Pfister, Organist 
 
IPC Office 
Zeltweg 20 
8032 Zürich 
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 to 17:00 
044 262 55 25 
office@ipc-zurich.org 
www.ipc-zurich.org 
facebook.com/IPCZurich 

Council Elders 
Paul Nelson, Piotr Soluch, Kobus Hattingh, Reto Kurmann, Lanette Meister, Chee Mui 
Yap, Alisa Berger, Susan Hong, Jeff Anhut, Bemi Okorodudu, Christof Lindenstruth 
and Eric Ohlund 
 
Deacons 
Jenny Bärlocher, Jane Burger, Sarah da Ponte, Keith Hennings, Patty Jehle, Jürg 
Kessler, Johnson Oduwaiye, Rob-Roy Roedel and Giannina Wild 
  
Giving 
IBAN: CH34 0025 1251 8803 5701C 
Holder: Ipc-Int.Protest.Church  
Account no.: 251-880357.01C 
BIC: UBSWCHZH80A  
You can also donate via PayPal 
(ipc-zurich.org/online-giving) or Twint (transaction fees) 
 


