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Profile of the International Protestant Church (IPC) of Zurich, Switzerland 
 
Brief history  

The International Protestant Church (IPC) of Zurich, Switzerland, was founded in 1961 by a group 
of English-speaking protestant Christians living in and around Zurich. Their objectives were to 
associate themselves in fellowship for the worship of God together, to provide mutual 
encouragement in Christian living, and to undertake active service to the parish and community. 
IPC is an international, multi-cultural, self-supporting, and non-denominational congregation.  

Mission statement: "Growing together and reaching out in Christ" 

 

Purpose 

• To provide a spiritual home for English-speaking persons of different nationalities and 
church backgrounds 

• To build a strong Christian fellowship 

• To offer programs of Christian education for all age groups 

• To minister to the needs of the community 

• To be an evangelical witness in the community 

Membership 

IPC currently has 323 registered members. 

The church membership is cross-cultural and composed of members representing about 40 different 

nationalities and a wide variety of church backgrounds as well as professions. The largest groups are 

from North America, UK & Commonwealth Countries, and Switzerland. 

Worship Services  

Weekly services are held on Sundays at 11:30 (morning worship) and 18:00 (evening worship). The 

morning worship at IPC is warm, lively, spirit-filled, and loosely follows a Presbyterian order of 

worship. We sing hymns accompanied by organ and choir, are led in prayers for the church and the 

world by the elders, read scripture together, observe the sacraments, and hear the timeless truth of 

God's word proclaimed with attention to its practical application to daily living. 

The evening worship, established in summer 1998, is more contemporary and aims to engage all who 
attend. Biblical preaching and teaching, prayer, and worship are an integral part of this service. The 
music is more modern and is led by a worship band. The attendees tend to be teens, university 
students and young professionals with families and older adults also in attendance. 

The average attendance in the morning is about 170–200; in the evening, about 60–100.  
 

Children’s ministry 

IPC offers a nursery and a Sunday School program for children up to 12 years old. Children 4–6 
years old participate in P.O.S.T (Prayer, Offering and Singing Together) and children 7–12 years 
old participate in Junior Church. The evening service provides childcare as of 6 months to age 6. 
The average attendance of the Sunday school in the morning worship is about 40–60 children.  
About 100 volunteers are involved the children’s ministry in total. 
 
 

 
 
 



Youth ministry  

IPC's youth ministry is committed to connecting and growing together, while serving Christ. The 
church provides youth ministry for students ages 12–14 and 15–18 with small and large group 
gatherings on Sunday mornings. We have about 30 youth meeting every Sunday morning. A 
confirmation class for 13–15-year-olds is offered every 1–2 years. In addition, the congregation 
hosts the local Boy Scouts of America troop. 

Young adult’s ministry  

Nexus is a thriving ministry of IPC aiming at young adults. It provides activities to encourage young 
adults to meet and learn more about Christian lives through social gatherings, testimonies, guest 
speakers, and discussions. 

Adults’ ministry  

IPC emphasizes the centrality of worshiping in community. Our small-group ministry and prayer 
groups provide members and non-members a chance to grow together through discussions, 
prayers, Bible study, and reflecting on Christian books. The deacons’ ministry provides 
congregational care. 
 

For women, there are “Meals for new moms”, “Moms & Tots”, and external connections with the Bible 
Study Fellowship (BSF), Precepts Bible Studies, and Day Away Association. For men, there are 
monthly breakfasts. 

Periodic retreats at IPC are the venues for promoting deeper fellowship within the congregation. 
Retreats are either open to all congregants or aiming at specific groups (youth retreat, women’s 
retreat, men’s retreat, and young adults retreat).  
 

Relationship with local churches and the host country 

IPC has a close relationship with the association of Christian churches in Zurich (Evangelical 
Reformed Church of Canton Zurich) and participates with local churches in shared worship 
services, fellowship of foreign language congregations, and the annual Swiss Day of Prayer. 
IPC also shares Holy Week services with the neighboring Anglican Church. 
 

Relationship with international organizations 

IPC is a member of the Association of International Congregations in Europe and the Middle East 
(AICEME), which includes several other congregations in Switzerland and across the region. 
 

Organizational participation in co-operative church or community program  

IPC participates in ministries to youths and underprivileged in Zurich’s urban neighborhood, for 
example, the interdenominational children’s ministry, Kinderwoche Hottingen (KIWO). 
 

Community and missionary outreach activities 

IPC supports various missionaries and is involved in local and international mission projects. The 
O&M team allocates IPC’s mission funds to serve those in spiritual and physical need outside of IPC. 
The O&M’s budget is minimally 10% of the total budget, which is anchored in IPC’s constitution. 
 

Paid staff 

• Senior Pastor, full-time 

• Associate Pastor, full-time (currently occupied by a Ministries Coordinator) 

• Administrative staff 

• Organist 

• Part-time custodial help 

Facilities 

IPC rents its space from two local churches and the adjacent cantonal high school 
 

Addresses 

IPC Zurich Zeltweg 20, CH-8032 
Zürich, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 44 262 55 25  Website: www.ipc-zurich.org 

http://www.ipc-zurich.org/
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