
  

 
Welcome to the International Protestant Church of Zurich! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing together and reaching out in Christ 

 
 
 
 
 

January 17, 2021 
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ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
Salutation 
1 Peter 1:1-2 

 

          To God’s elect, exiles scattered from throughout the world,  
          who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of  
          God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to  
          be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood:  
          Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
 

Prelude  
Grave from Toccata septima  
Georg Muffat (1653 – 1704) 
 
Meditation on the Psalm of the Day  
Psalm 31 

1 In you, LORD, I have taken refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame;  
    deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Turn your ear to me, 
    come quickly to my rescue; 
be my rock of refuge, 
    a strong fortress to save me. 
3 Since you are my rock and my fortress, 
    for the sake of your name lead and guide me. 
4 Keep me free from the trap that is set for me, 
    for you are my refuge. 
5 Into your hands I commit my spirit; 
    deliver me, LORD, my faithful God. 

6 I hate those who cling to worthless idols; 
    as for me, I trust in the LORD. 
7 I will be glad and rejoice in your love, 
    for you saw my affliction 
    and knew the anguish of my soul. 
8 You have not given me into the hands of the enemy 
    but have set my feet in a spacious place. 

9 Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am in distress; 
    my eyes grow weak with sorrow, 
    my soul and body with grief. 
10 My life is consumed by anguish 
    and my years by groaning; 
my strength fails because of my affliction,  
    and my bones grow weak. 

In the Salutation, 

God greets his 

people and 

welcomes them 

warmly into his 

presence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meditate on 

our Psalm of the 

Day, filling our 

imaginations with 

poetic imagery 

that orients our 

hearts toward the 

Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 Because of all my enemies, 
    I am the utter contempt of my neighbors 
and an object of dread to my closest friends— 
    those who see me on the street flee from me. 
12 I am forgotten as though I were dead; 
    I have become like broken pottery. 
13 For I hear many whispering, 
    “Terror on every side!” 
They conspire against me 
    and plot to take my life. 

14 But I trust in you, LORD; 
    I say, “You are my God.” 
15 My times are in your hands; 
    deliver me from the hands of my enemies, 
    from those who pursue me. 
16 Let your face shine on your servant; 
    save me in your unfailing love. 
17 Let me not be put to shame, LORD, 
    for I have cried out to you; 
but let the wicked be put to shame 
    and be silent in the realm of the dead. 
18 Let their lying lips be silenced, 
    for with pride and contempt 
    they speak arrogantly against the righteous. 

19 How abundant are the good things 
    that you have stored up for those who fear you, 
that you bestow in the sight of all, 
    on those who take refuge in you. 
20 In the shelter of your presence you hide them 
    from all human intrigues; 
you keep them safe in your dwelling 
    from accusing tongues. 

21 Praise be to the LORD, 
    for he showed me the wonders of his love 
    when I was in a city under siege. 
22 In my alarm I said, 
    “I am cut off from your sight!” 
Yet you heard my cry for mercy 
    when I called to you for help. 

23 Love the LORD, all his faithful people! 
    The LORD preserves those who are true to him, 
    but the proud he pays back in full. 
24 Be strong and take heart, 
    all you who hope in the LORD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Call to Worship 

From Psalm 31 

 

          Leader: Take refuge in the LORD, for he will never let you   
          be put to shame! 
 

          People: Lift your voice to him, for he will quickly come  
          to your rescue. 
 

          Leader: Say to the LORD, “You are my God!” 
 

          People: Put your times in his hands, and he will save     
          You by his unfailing love! 
 

          Leader: Love the LORD, all you, his faithful people! 
 

          People: Be strong and take heart, all you who trust in  
          the LORD!  
 

          Leader: Let us worship God! 
 
*Hymn of Praise 
“In You, Lord, I Have Put My Trust” (Psalm 31) 
See following page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Call to 

Worship draws 

us into 

conversation with 

God. Usually we 

use the text of 

our Psalm of the 

Day. We 

summon one 

another to enter 

God’s presence 

together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ask the Lord 

to be present, to 

receive our 

praise, and to 

show himself to 

us as we 

worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



MINISTRY OF THE WORD  
Prayer for Illumination 
From Psalm 31 
 

          “How abundant are the good things 

              that you have stored up for those who fear you, 
          that you bestow in the sight of all, 
              on those who take refuge in you. 
          In the shelter of your presence you hide them” 
 

          Gracious God, open the storehouses of your abundant     
          goodness as we hear your Word with reverence and awe.  
          Show us our Savior, Jesus, in whose mighty refuge we take  
          shelter. Convince us, convict us, come to us, correct us, and  
          consecrate us for every deed of love and mercy, and every   
          word of grace and truth, for which our Lord Jesus has saved   
          us and for which the Holy Spirit has claimed us. Amen. 
 

Examination 

From Psalm 31 

     

          Let us look together at Psalm 31:9-13. Notice here that the  
          psalmist is bringing his anguished heart before the Lord. He  
          complains that people are causing him all kinds of grief—so  
          much that his body, and not just his soul, is weak with  
          groaning.  
 

          But then look how the Psalm changes beginning in verse  
          14. He turns to the Lord. He senses (16) the smile of the   
          Lord, and God’s unfailing love beaming on him.  
 

          It is right to bring our grief before the Lord in full honesty.    
          But we cannot forget to receive his smile. We so often  
          remain in our bitterness, and see only the frowns of those  
          who dismiss and disown us, never opening our eyes to the  
          face who receives us and the arms that shelter us.  
 

          Let us confess our sins together. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

          Good and gracious God, we confess our failure to find your  
          face of grace in the midst of the frowns of our foes. We    
          nurse our grudges, cling to our bitterness, and rehearse the    
          speeches by which we plan to get vengeance. All the while,  
          you welcome us with the unfailing smile of your love—and  
          we too often ignore it. Forgive us. Teach us to look twice at    
          the face of Christ for every glance at our own sins. Give us  
          two glimpses of your sheltering grace for every time we    
          glimpse the disappointed face of false friends. Make it the  
          habit of our hearts to incline themselves to your heart, with   
          its abundant love. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

We pray for God 

to show us grace 

and truth from his 

Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
We reflect on our 
Psalm of the Day 
to guide us to 
confession of our 
sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together, we 

confess our sins 

and failures to 

the Lord, seeking 

his grace and 

renewal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assurance of Grace 

 

In verse 5, the psalmist cries out “into your hands I commit 
my spirit!” Our Lord Jesus cried out with these exact words 
as he gave up his life for us on the cross of Calvary, to 
redeem us from our sins, and to demonstrate the depths of 
the unfailing love of his Father for us. When we commit our 
spirits into the Lord’s hands, as we have with our prayer of 
confession, he delivers us: from our sins, from our isolation, 
from our despair, and ultimately from the grave. Church: take 
heart! For the heart of God is full of steadfast love. Look 
through your pain and discouragement, and see the face of 
your risen and exalted Savior, still smiling on you in grace! 
Amen! 

 
*Gloria Patri  
 

 
 
First Scripture Reading 
Acts 6:8-7:1 
6 8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed 
great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, 
however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 
was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the 
provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 
10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave 

confess our sins 

and failures to 

the Lord, seeking 

his grace and 

renewal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are shown 

from God’s Word 

that he is faithful 

and just to 

forgive us of all 

our sins, and 

equip us for 

faithfulness 

 

We are shown 

from God’s Word 

that he is faithful 

and just to 

forgive us of all 

our sins, and 

equip us for 

faithfulness. 

 

 

 

 

We celebrate the 

collaboration of 

the Father, the 

Son, and the 

Spirit in the work 

of creation and 

redemption using 

this ancient text 

of praise.  

 

 

 

 



him as he spoke. 
11 Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have 
heard Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses and 
against God.” 
12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of 
the law. They seized Stephen and brought him before the 
Sanhedrin. 13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This 
fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the 
law. 14 For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will 
destroy this place and change the customs Moses handed down 
to us.” 
15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, 
and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 
7 1Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are these charges true?” 
 
Meditation 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd “ 
Jessie Seymour Irvine, arr. Gordon Schultz 
 
Second Scripture Reading  
Acts 7:35-8:1 
35 “This is the same Moses they had rejected with the words, ‘Who 
made you ruler and judge?’ He was sent to be their ruler and 
deliverer by God himself, through the angel who appeared to him 
in the bush. 36 He led them out of Egypt and performed wonders 
and signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea and for forty years in the 
wilderness. 
37 “This is the Moses who told the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for 
you a prophet like me from your own people.’ 38 He was in the 
assembly in the wilderness, with the angel who spoke to him on 
Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he received living words 
to pass on to us. 
39 “But our ancestors refused to obey him. Instead, they rejected 
him and in their hearts turned back to Egypt. 40 They told Aaron, 
‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who 
led us out of Egypt—we don’t know what has happened to him!’ 
41 That was the time they made an idol in the form of a calf. They 
brought sacrifices to it and reveled in what their own hands had 
made. 42 But God turned away from them and gave them over to 
the worship of the sun, moon and stars. This agrees with what is 
written in the book of the prophets: 
 “‘Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings 
    forty years in the wilderness, people of Israel? 
43 You have taken up the tabernacle of Molek 
    and the star of your god Rephan, 
    the idols you made to worship. 
Therefore I will send you into exile’ beyond Babylon. 

 

 

 

 



44 “Our ancestors had the tabernacle of the covenant law with them 
in the wilderness. It had been made as God directed Moses, 
according to the pattern he had seen. 45 After receiving the 
tabernacle, our ancestors under Joshua brought it with them when 
they took the land from the nations God drove out before them. It 
remained in the land until the time of David, 46 who enjoyed God’s 
favor and asked that he might provide a dwelling place for the God 
of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 
48 “However, the Most High does not live in houses made by 
human hands. As the prophet says: 
49 “‘Heaven is my throne, 
    and the earth is my footstool. 
What kind of house will you build for me? 
says the Lord. 
    Or where will my resting place be? 
50 Has not my hand made all these things?’ 
51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still 
uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist 
the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 
persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of 
the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered 
him— 53 you who have received the law that was given through 
angels but have not obeyed it.” 
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were 
furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the 
Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see 
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God.” 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of 
their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city 
and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats 
at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 8 1And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a 
great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and 
all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and 
Samaria. 
 
Sermon 
“The Strength of Stephen: The Seven Missional Acts of Acts (Act 3)” 
Rev. Andrew R. Stager 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
*Hymn of Response 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
See following page 

 

 

 

 



 



Prayer of Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
Today’s offering will be collected at the door as you exit the 
sanctuary. 
 
*Offertory  
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty the King of Creation” 

Stralsund, arr. Gordon Schultz 

  
*Doxology  
 
 

 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
     kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
     Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  
     trespasses, as we forgive those who have trespassed against   
     us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
     glory forever. Amen. 
 

 

We give as an 
act of worship to 
support God’s 
kingdom through 
the ministry of 
our church and 
the work it 
supports. 

 

We sing this 
traditional song 
of praise each 
week, which calls 
upon every 
creature to give 
God glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOING WITH GOD’S MISSION AND BLESSING 
 
Welcome of Guests  
 
Announcements 
 
*Hymn of Dedication 
“God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 
See following page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Commissioning and Benediction 
 
Postlude  
Fugue from Toccata septima  
Georg Muffat 
 
 

 

 

 

Please remain seated until the ushers dismiss you and exit 
the building quickly. Please respect social distancing and do 
not congregate in front of the church. 
 
Serving Today: 
Musicians: Gordon and Christine Schultz, Piano; Chandler 
Cudlipp, Tenor; Ruth Pfister, Organ 
Elder: Jeff Anhut, Elder for Membership Involvement 
Reader: Sami Liedes 
Altar Guild: Waihung Leung 
Ushers: Paul, Eva and Edmund Nelson 
Security: John Cook 
Sound and Zoom Livestream: Christoph Meister, Stephan 
Heuberger and Michal Partl 
 
This Week at IPC: 
 
Sunday, January 17 

• 18:00: Online Evening Worship  
 
Sunday, January 24 

• 10:00: Online Bible @10 

• 10:30: Online Youth 

• 12:00: Online Morning Worship  

• 13:30: Online Annual Congregational Meeting  

• 18:00: Online Evening Worship 
 
Register for these events at www.ipc-zurich.org. 
 
We offer three online Sunday School classes: 

• 11:00 Sunday - 2 to 5 year-olds 

• 11:30 Sunday - 6 to 9 year-olds 

• 17:00 Sunday - 10 and 11 year-olds 
 
For more info about the online classes contact Vanessa Bischoff, 
Children’s Ministry Administrator, at sundayschool@ipc-zurich.org. 

 

 

 

We are sent into 

the world to 

respond to God’s 

grace and truth 

with faithfulness, 

and we receive 

once again the 

blessing of God    

as we go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Announcements: 
 
Office Hours: Please Email or Call! 
The IPC staff is working primarily from home right now, but we are available! Please 
call (044 262 55 25) or email (office@ipc-zurich.org) us.  
 
Annual Congregational Meeting (ACM) 2021 
Next Sunday the Annual Congregational Meeting (ACM) will take place online only 
after morning worship (at 13:30). Agenda items include voting on new elders, 
extending Pastor Andy’s contract, reviewing ministry reports and learning more about 
the financial situation and next year’s budget. More information was provided in the 
ACM packet mailed to members this past week. A quorum of 20% of the members is 
needed (84 people approximately). (Non-members are invited to attend but cannot 
vote. If you are not sure if you are a member or not, please contact the office.)  
 
 
Lenten Devotional 2021 
Calling all IPCers! We need your insight. Pick one of the seven disciplines (silence, 
solitude, study, Sabbath, giving, fasting and feasting), pick a short passage of 
Scripture, and offer a short encouragement for us to draw closer to Christ. Pastor Andy 
is happy to give more guidance. Contact the office to sign up. The deadline to submit 
your devotional is January 18.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to the International Protestant Church of Zurich! 

Many thanks for stopping by, and we hope that your time with us will be rewarding and 
enriching as we worship Christ together.  
Headsets for hearing aids are available. Please ask one of the ushers for assistance. 
 
Get Connected 
The best ways for you to begin at IPC are: 

• Join a Home Group 

• Sign up to receive the e-newsletter 

• Serve at IPC 

• Become a member 
For more information about programs and events, visit ipc-zurich.org. 
 
Staff 
Rev. Andrew R. Stager, Senior Pastor 
Sam E. Gyorfi, Associate Pastor 
Laura Fisher, Administrative Assistant 
Bev Visser, Administrative Assistant 
Vanessa Bischoff, Children’s Ministry Administrator 
Ruth Pfister, Organist 
 
IPC Office 
Zeltweg 20 
8032 Zürich 
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 to 17:00 
044 262 55 25 
office@ipc-zurich.org 
www.ipc-zurich.org 
facebook.com/IPCZurich 

Council Elders 
Paul Nelson, Piotr Soluch, Kobus Hattingh, Reto Kurmann, Lanette Meister, Chee Mui 
Yap, Alisa Berger, Susan Hong, Jeff Anhut, Bemi Okorodudu, Christof Lindenstruth 
and Joan Gottraux 
 
Deacons 
Jenny Bärlocher, Jane Burger, Sarah da Ponte, Keith Hennings, Patty Jehle, Jürg 
Kessler, Johnson Oduwaiye, Rob-Roy Roedel and Giannina Wild 
  
Giving 
IBAN: CH34 0025 1251 8803 5701C 
Holder: Ipc-Int.Protest.Church  
Account no.: 251-880357.01C 
BIC: UBSWCHZH80A  
You can also donate via PayPal 
(ipc-zurich.org/online-giving) or Twint.  
 


