
  

 
Welcome to the International Protestant Church of Zurich! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing together and reaching out in Christ 
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ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
Prelude  

Fantasy in C Major BWV 570 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750) 
 
Meditation on the Psalm of the Day  

Psalm 133:1-3   

How good and pleasant it is 

    when God’s people live together in unity! 

It is like precious oil poured on the head, 
    running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, 
    down on the collar of his robe. 
It is as if the dew of Hermon 
    were falling on Mount Zion. 
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 
    even life forevermore. 
 

*Call to Worship 
Dorothy Kwan 
 

Leader: How good and pleasant it is when God’s people 
worship together in unity! 

 
People: Amidst the surrounding threats of worldliness 

and ungodliness in our day-to-day lives, we join 
together in this place and lean into our identity 
as God’s people. 

 
Leader:  Through and in Christ Jesus, we belong to one 

another. 
 

People:  May our spiritual-fruit-producing unity 
authenticate to the world the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Leader:  As a community of Christ, let us now worship the 

one true God, from whom all blessings flow. 
 

 
*Hymn of Praise 
“In Christ There is No East or West” 

Words: John Oxenham 

Music: African American spiritual 

See following page 

 

 

 

We meditate on 

our Psalm of the 

Day, filling our 

imaginations with 

poetic imagery 

that orients our 

hearts toward the 

Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Call to 

Worship draws 

us into 

conversation with 

God. Usually we 

use the text of 

our Psalm of the 

Day. We 

summon one 

another to enter 

God’s presence 

together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ask the Lord 

to be present, to 

receive our 

praise, and to 

show himself to 

us as we 

worship. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 



Examination 
 

What are obstacles to unity in our congregational life? 

Conflicting beliefs? Diverging visions? Unclear goals? 

Clashing attitudes? My own stubbornness? Let us not 

confuse unity with calm congregational seas. Unity has a 

stormy side. When we are compelled toward a common 

calling, we will challenge, sharpen, and even argue with one 

another. However, through it all, we will accept and love one 

another, and exhibit through word and deed compassion and 

humility. 

 

Silent Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God, we confess that we all, at times, have 
hindered rather than fostered the unity of your church. 
We have done this with expressions of pride, selfishness, 
impatience, judgmentalism, gossip, irritation, envy, and 
the list could go on. Forgive us, we pray. May we be one 
as you, Father and Son, are one, and may our steadfast 
unity be a powerful testimony to the world around us of 
our costly salvation in Christ Jesus. For his sake, we 
pray. Amen. 

 
*Assurance of Pardon 
 

Leader:  In Isaiah we read, “I, even I, am the Lord, apart from  
me there is no savior. I am he who blots out your 
transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers 
your sins no more. I have swept away your offenses 
like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return 
to me, for I have redeemed you.” 

 

People:  In Isaiah we also read, “Lord, your dew is like the  
dew of the morning, by which the earth will give 
birth to her dead.” We praise you, Lord, for the 
divine dew of your salvation, including your 
promise of resurrection life, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together, we 

confess our sins 

and failures to 

the Lord, seeking 

his grace and 

renewal.  

 

 

 

 

 

We are shown 

from God’s Word 

that he is faithful 

and just to 

forgive us of all 

our sins, and 

equip us for 

faithfulness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Gloria Patri 

 

 

MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Holy and gracious God, may your Word be to us like scented 

oil of blessing upon our heads, like your dew of blessing upon 

this congregation. May we be receptive to your Spirit’s 

conveying and convicting work in our hearts. Through it all, 

make us to be more like Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading 

Genesis 50:15-21 
 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said,  
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us 
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime 
of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of 
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are 
here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 

confess our sins 

and failures to 

the Lord, seeking 

his grace and 

renewal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are shown 

from God’s Word 

that he is faithful 

and just to 

forgive us of all 

our sins, and 

equip us for 

faithfulness 

 

We celebrate the 

collaboration of 

the Father, the 

Son, and the 

Spirit in the work 

of creation and 

redemption using 

this ancient text 

of praise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray for God 

to show us grace 

and truth from his 

Word. 

 



20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself 
will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking 
kindly to them. 

 

Meditation 

“Bless the Broken Road” 

Words & Music: Marcus Hummons, Bobby Boyd & Jeff Hanna 

Heather & Claire Altermatt, Vocals; Christine Weeks, Piano 

 

New Testament Reading 

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 

4 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one 
God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  

11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the 
full stature of Christ. 14 We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in 
deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 
working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

 
Sermon 
“IPC Future: Synergy of Grace” 
Rev. James Bultema  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
*Hymn of Response 
“Eternal God, Whose Power Upholds” 
Words: Henry Hallam Tweedy; Music: English folk melody; arr. Ralph Vaughn Williams 
See following pages 



 



 

 
 
 



Prayer of Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 

Heather Altermatt, Morning Worship Elder 
 

Please consider taking this time to make a contribution to the ministry of our church 
through an online bank transfer, PayPal, or Twint. (Please note that there is a small 
transaction fee for Twint and PayPal.) 
 

Offertory  
Choral Prelude upon “Lord Jesus Christ turn to Us” 
Georg Philipp Telemann (1681 – 1767) 
 

*Doxology  

 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our    
trespasses, as we forgive those who have trespassed   
against  us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the   
glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
 



GOING WITH GOD’S MISSION AND BLESSING 
 
Welcome of Guests  
 
Announcements 
 
*Hymn of Dedication 
“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 

Words: Transl. John Mason Neale; Music: Henry T. Smart 

 



 



*Commissioning and Benediction 
 
Postlude 
Little Prelude Nr 8 in B flat Major BWV 560 
Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
 

 

*Please stand if you are able.  
 
Serving Today: 
Guest Speaker: Rev. James Bultema 
Morning Worship Music Coordinator: Chandler Cudlipp 
Musicians: Heather & Claire Altermatt, Vocals; Christine Weeks, 
Piano and Ruth Pfister, Organ 
Elder: Heather Altermatt, Morning Worship Elder 
Reader: Dorothy Kwan 
Ushers: Paul, Eva and Edmund Nelson 
Altar Guild: Eva Nelson 
Zoom Livestream: Stephan Heuberger 
Sound: Michal Partl  
 
For parents: 
 
For any parents who need to leave the service with their infant, 
please feel free to join the Zoom simulcast on your phone so you 
don’t miss anything. The meeting ID is 950 9439 6439 and the 
password is 203719. Please note that today the nursery is not 
available.  
 
The phone number for the Sunday School Safety Officer stationed 

in the Kantonsschule is 077 526 51 64. 

 
This Week at IPC:  
 
Sunday, September 19 

• 14:00: Presentations Skills Workshop 

• 18:00: In-person/Online Evening Worship 
 
Sunday, September 26 

• 9:30: Online Bible @10 

• 10:30: Youth 

• 10:30: Adult Choir 

• 12:00: In-person/Online Morning Worship & Sunday School 

• 13:30: Coffee Hour 

• 18:00: In-person/Online Evening Worship 
Register for all events at www.ipc-zurich.org. 

We are sent into 

the world to 

respond to God’s 

grace and truth 

with faithfulness, 

and we receive 

once again the 

blessing of God    

as we go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Announcements: 
 
Pulpit Update 
In September, Rev. James Bultema will be our guest pastor. He has lived in Turkey 
since 1990, serving as Pastor of the Union Church of Istanbul before moving to 
Turkey’s fastest growing city of Antalya. There he and his wife Renata founded the St. 
Paul Union Church, Olive Grove Camp, the St. Paul Cultural Center, and other 
ministries. Currently, they, along with many others, are working to establish the Mozaik 
Cultural Center, which will be located adjacent to a major university. James and 
Renate have three children, two of whom are married, and all of whom are currently 
residing in the U.S. 
 
Rev. Bultema will be holding office hours at the church office on the following days 
from 10:00-14:00. You may call him to set up an appointment at 076 329 55 25 or 
email interimpastor@ipc-zurich.org. 
 
Monday, September 20 
Thursday, September 23 
Monday, September 27 
 

Fellowship 

Presentation Skills Workshop 
Come join performance coaches and YouTubers Liz and Caro as they guide you 
through some tips and tricks to help you come across with confidence and let your true 
spirit shine through, no matter the context: video, live, professional or even your 
personal life! 
Presenters: Caroline Van den Berg and Elizabeth Lenzen 
Where: Zelthof lounge 
When: Today from 14:00 - 16:00 (Lunch and fellowship from 13:30) 
Sign up on the website. 
 

Nexus 

Celebrate 10 years of Nexus with us! 

When: 2 October at 17:30 

Where: Methodist Hall 

What: Potluck dinner – please bring a dish to share 

Interested? Please sign up using the QR code in the bulletin or flyer 

(available near the entrance to the church). 

 

Office Hours: Please Email or Call 

The IPC staff is working both in the office and at home right now. Please call (044 262 

55 25) during office hours (Tuesday-Friday, 9:00-17:00) or email (office@ipc-

zurich.org) us to make sure the office is open before stopping by. 

 

 

 



Welcome to the International Protestant Church of Zurich! 

Many thanks for stopping by, and we hope that your time with us will be rewarding and 
enriching as we worship Christ together.  
Headsets for hearing aids are available. Please ask one of the ushers for assistance. 
 
Get Connected 
The best ways for you to begin at IPC are: 

• Join a Home Group 

• Sign up to receive the e-newsletter 

• Serve at IPC 

• Become a member 
For more information about programs and events, visit ipc-zurich.org. 
 
Staff 
Nathan Wannemacher, Youth Intern 
Laura Fisher, Administrative Assistant 
Bev Visser, Administrative Assistant 
Vanessa Bischoff, Children’s Ministry Administrator 
Ruth Pfister, Organist 
 
IPC Office 
Zeltweg 20 
8032 Zürich 
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 to 17:00 
044 262 55 25 
office@ipc-zurich.org 
www.ipc-zurich.org 
facebook.com/IPCZurich 

Council Elders 
Paul Nelson, Piotr Soluch, Brian Sparks, Birgit David, Vicky Lee, Lanette Meister, 
Chee Mui Yap, Marco Schnitter, Heather Altermatt, Remi Tobler and Eric Ohlund 
 
Deacons 
Jenny Bärlocher, Jane Burger, Sarah da Ponte, Keith Hennings, Patty Jehle,  
Jürg Kessler, Johnson Oduwaiye, Rob-Roy Roedel and Giannina Wild 
  
Giving 
IBAN: CH34 0025 1251 8803 5701C 
Holder: Ipc-Int.Protest.Church  
Account no.: 251-880357.01C 
BIC: UBSWCHZH80A  
You can also donate via PayPal 
(ipc-zurich.org/online-giving) or Twint (transaction fees) 
 

 



 

 


