Welcome to the International Protestant Church of Zurich!

May 2, 2021
12:00

Growing together and reaching out in Christ

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE
Salutation
Philippians 1:2
Pastor: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord be with you!

In the Salutation,
God greets his
people and
welcomes them
warmly into his
presence.

People: And also with you!
Prelude
Prelude in C Major BWV 567
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750)
Meditation on the Psalm of the Day
Psalm 138
1

I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart;
before the “gods” I will sing your praise.
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple
and will praise your name
for your unfailing love and your faithfulness,
for you have so exalted your solemn decree
that it surpasses your fame.
3
When I called, you answered me;
you greatly emboldened me.
4

May all the kings of the earth praise you, LORD,
when they hear what you have decreed.
5
May they sing of the ways of the LORD,
for the glory of the LORD is great.
6

Though the LORD is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly;
though lofty, he sees them from afar.
7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve my life.
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes;
with your right hand you save me.
8
The LORD will vindicate me;
your love, LORD, endures forever—
do not abandon the works of your hands.

We meditate on
our Psalm of the
Day, filling our
imaginations with
poetic imagery
that orients our
hearts toward the
Lord.

Our Call to
Worship draws
us into
conversation with
God. Usually we
use the text of
our Psalm of the
Day. We
summon one
another to enter
God’s presence
together.

We ask the Lord
to be present, to
receive our
praise, and to
show himself to
us as we
worship.

*Call to Worship
Leader: Welcome to this place devoted to the joy of praising GOD
and knowing our Lord Jesus Christ.
People: We have come here to meet God in our singing and
praying, by God’s word, by his teaching, and by his leading.
Leader: Let us both praise boldly and listen receptively, receiving
what god gives with grateful hearts.
*Hymn of Praise
“I Will Give Thanks with My Whole Heart”
Text: Christopher L. Webber
Music: Cantonale Germanicum, Arr. Johann Sebastian Bach
See following page

Examination
We reflect on our
Psalm of the Day
to guide us to
confession of our
sin.

Friends in Christ, do we praise God with our whole hearts? Do we
sing his praises each and every day? Do we bow down to him in
humility and praise his unfailing love and faithfulness? Do we call
out to God? In Psalm 138:3, the psalmist calls out to God, and
God answered. Let us do the same. I Invite all of you to call out to
God now, in silent confession, laying your hearts bare before our
Lord. Let us come before him with humility and honesty.
Please join me in silent confession.

Together, we
confess our sins
and failures to
the Lord, seeking
his grace and
renewal.

Confession
Now let us confess together, as one voice, praying:
When we call, you answer. When we confess, you forgive. We
confess to you Lord we have pride in our hearts and lack
humility in our souls. Though you are exalted Lord, look
kindly upon us, your children. Though we are far from you,
draw us nearer. Though we sin and flee from your ways,
preserve our life, and save us from our sin. We call out to you
Lord in communal confession. Please hear our confession
and embolden our souls to live together in humility before
you, our king, amen.

*Assurance of Pardon:

We are shown
from God’s Word
that he is faithful
and just to
forgive us of all
our sins, and
equip us for
faithfulness.

Leader: Sisters and brothers in Christ; though the Lord is exalted,
he looks kindly on the lowly; though lofty, he sees them from afar.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, he preserves our life. He
stretches out his hand against the anger of our foes; with his right
hand he saves us. The Lord will vindicate us; his love, the love of
the Lord, endures forever, and he will not abandon the works of
his hands. We are the work of his hands, and we are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God! Amen!

*Gloria Patri

We celebrate the
collaboration of
the Father, the
Son, and the
Spirit in the work
of creation and
redemption using
this ancient text
of praise.

MINISTRY OF THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Lord, let us learn from your Word. Let us learn in humility. Let us
learn from your Holy Spirit. May your scriptures lead us to you
and you alone. Amen.
Children’s Message
Old Testament Reading
Proverbs 11:1-8
11 The LORD detests dishonest scales,
but accurate weights find favor with him.
2

When pride comes, then comes disgrace,
but with humility comes wisdom.

3

The integrity of the upright guides them,
but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity.

4

Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath,
but righteousness delivers from death.

We pray for God
to show us grace
and truth from his
Word.

5

The righteousness of the blameless makes their paths straight,
but the wicked are brought down by their own wickedness.

6

The righteousness of the upright delivers them,
but the unfaithful are trapped by evil desires.

7

Hopes placed in mortals die with them;
all the promise of their power comes to nothing.

8

The righteous person is rescued from trouble,
and it falls on the wicked instead.

Meditation
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens; Tr. J. M. Neale and H. W. Baker
Music: Plainsong, 13th c.; Setting by Craig Courtney
New Testament Readings
Mark 8:11-21
11

The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a
sign from heaven. 12 He sighed deeply and said, “Why does this generation ask for a
sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.” 13 Then he left them, got back into the
boat and crossed to the other side.
14

The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with them in
the boat. 15 “Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees
and that of Herod.”
16

They discussed this with one another and said, “It is because we have no bread.”

Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having no
bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Do you have
eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? 19 When I
broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick
up?”
17

“Twelve,” they replied.
“And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many basketfuls of
pieces did you pick up?”
20

They answered, “Seven.”
21

He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”

Sermon
“Do You Still Not Understand?”
Rev. Sam E. Gyorfi

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*Hymn of Response
“God’s Law Is Perfect and Gives Light”

We give as an
act of worship to
support God’s
kingdom through
the ministry of
our church and
the work it
supports.

Prayer of Dedication of Tithes and Offerings
Please consider taking this time to make a contribution to the
ministry of our church through an online bank transfer, PayPal, or
Twint. (Please note that there is a small transaction fee for Twint
and PayPal.)
Offertory
“Holy, Holy, Holy”
Text: Reginald Heber
Music: John B. Dykes; Arr. Mark Hayes
*Doxology

We sing this
traditional song
of praise each
week, which calls
upon every
creature to give
God glory.

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who have trespassed
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.

GOING WITH GOD’S MISSION AND BLESSING
Welcome of Guests
Announcements
*Hymn of Dedication
“Be Thou My Vision”
Text: Ancient Irish poem; Trans. Mary E. Byrne
Music: Irish ballad
See following page

*Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude
Little Fugue Nr. 8 in B flat Major BWV 560
Johann Sebastian Bach
*Please stand if you are able.
Please remain seated until the ushers dismiss you and exit the building quickly.
Please respect social distancing and do not congregate in front of the church.
Serving Today:
Musicians: Randal Turner, Baritone; Ruth Pfister, Organ and Piano
Elder: Birgit David, Adult Education & Retreats
Reader: Brian Sparks
Ushers: Paul, Eva and Edmund Nelson
Altar Guild: Eva Nelson
Zoom Livestream: Chile Anhut, Stephan Heuberger and Fleur Fahner
This Week at IPC:
Sunday, May 2
• 18:00: In-person/Online Evening Worship
Wednesday, May 5
• 7:00: Online Men’s Breakfast
Sunday, May 9
• 10:00: Online Bible @10
• 10:30: Online Youth
• 12:00: In-person/Online Morning Worship (no Sunday School)
• 18:00: In-person/Online Evening Worship
Register for these events at www.ipc-zurich.org.

Announcements:
New Council
The Council of Elders for the period of May 1, 2021 to April 30, 2022 is constituted as
follows:
Chairperson: Paul Nelson
Secretary: Vicky Chun
Treasurer: Brian Sparks*
Adult Ed & Retreats: Birgit David*
Children's Ministry: Lanette Meister
Communication: Vicky Lee*
Congregational Care: Chee Mui Yap
Evening Worship: Piotr Soluch
Fellowship & Special Events: Vicky Lee
Morning Worship: Heather Altermatt*
Membership Involvement: Marco Schnitter*
Outreach & Missions/Special Projects: Remi Tobler*
Personnel, Property & Planning: Eric Ohlund
*Incoming
Brian Sparks, a long-time member of IPC, was co-opted to the incoming council and
elected treasurer, joining as of May 1. We welcome Brian on his return to the council,
and thank our former treasurer Kobus Hattingh for his diligent work and contributions
to the council and IPC during his term.
Please keep the elders and their ministries in your prayers.
A big thank you to the following outgoing elders for their service:
Jeff Anhut, Bemi Okorodudu, Christof Lindenstruth, Kobus Hattingh, Susan Hong, Reto
Kurmann and Alisa Berger
Thank You
Hans and Beatrice Bär would like to thank the congregation for the opportunity to
minister in IPC last Sunday. They also want to express their thankfulness for the love
gift that they have received from the church.
New Member Sunday
We welcome all new members at morning and evening worship.
If you are interested in becoming a member, please fill out the membership forms
(https://www.ipc-zurich.org/membership-forms) and send them to the office by
Monday, May 10.
Office Hours: Please Email or Call!
The IPC staff is working primarily from home right now, but we are available! Please
call (044 262 55 25) during office hours (Tuesday-Friday, 9:00-17:00) or email
(office@ipc-zurich.org) us.

Welcome to the International Protestant Church of Zurich!
Many thanks for stopping by, and we hope that your time with us will be rewarding and
enriching as we worship Christ together.
Headsets for hearing aids are available. Please ask one of the ushers for assistance.
Get Connected
The best ways for you to begin at IPC are:
• Join a Home Group
• Sign up to receive the e-newsletter
• Serve at IPC
• Become a member
For more information about programs and events, visit ipc-zurich.org.
Staff
Rev. Andrew R. Stager, Senior Pastor
Sam E. Gyorfi, Associate Pastor
Laura Fisher, Administrative Assistant
Bev Visser, Administrative Assistant
Vanessa Bischoff, Children’s Ministry Administrator
Ruth Pfister, Organist
IPC Office
Zeltweg 20
8032 Zürich
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 to 17:00
044 262 55 25
office@ipc-zurich.org
www.ipc-zurich.org
facebook.com/IPCZurich
Council Elders
Paul Nelson, Piotr Soluch, Brian Sparks, Birgit David, Lanette Meister, Chee Mui Yap,
Marco Schnitter, Heather Altermatt, Remi Tobler and Eric Ohlund
Deacons
Jenny Bärlocher, Jane Burger, Sarah da Ponte, Keith Hennings, Patty Jehle, Jürg
Kessler, Johnson Oduwaiye, Rob-Roy Roedel and Giannina Wild
Giving
IBAN: CH34 0025 1251 8803 5701C
Holder: Ipc-Int.Protest.Church
Account no.: 251-880357.01C
BIC: UBSWCHZH80A
You can also donate via PayPal
(ipc-zurich.org/online-giving) or Twint (transaction fees)

