
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing together and reaching out in Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September 20, 2020 
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Entering God’s Presence 
 
Salutation - From James 1:1 
 

To you—servants of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ—the twelve 
tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings! 
 
Prelude - Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) - Aria from the 

Cantata “Ich habe genug”, BWV 82 Andante tranquillo 

 
Psalm of the Day - Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; 
    sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
    proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 
    he is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
    but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Splendor and majesty are before him; 
    strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, 
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of his[a] holiness; 
    tremble before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” 
    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
    let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; 
    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
13 Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, 
    he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
    and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
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greets his 

people and 

welcomes them 

warmly into his 
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We meditate on 

our Psalm of 
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the prelude 
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imaginations 

with poetic 

imagery that 

orients our 

hearts toward 

the Lord. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+96&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15475a


*Call to Worship - from Psalm 96 
 

Leader: Sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all the 
earth! 
 
People: We sing to the LORD; we praise his name! 
 
Leader: Proclaim his salvation day after day! 
 
People: We declare his glory among the nations; his 
marvelous deeds among all peoples! 
 
Leader: Great is the LORD, and most worthy of praise! 
 
People: We, the families of nations, will ascribe to the LORD 
glory and strength, and bring an offering into his courts!  
 
Leader: Let us worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness! 
 
People: We tremble before him, with all the earth! 
 
Leader: Let us worship God! 
 
*Prayer of Invocation - From Psalm 96 
 
Gracious God and Father, because of your goodness and glory, 
the heavens rejoice, the earth is glad, the sea resounds along with 
everything in it. The fields and all the creatures in them will not be 
silent, but spontaneously insist on praising your majesty and tender 
care. The forests are choirs, singing joyously of your truth, 
goodness, and beauty. The entire creation is your sanctuary, and 
the theater of your glory. You are present everywhere, and 
splendor and majesty are always before you. Usher us, creatures 
made in your image and likeness, into your presence to sing a new 
song. May your Word come to us, so that we may prophesy among 
the nations, telling forth your deeds of love and mercy, and your 
gospel of grace and truth, that our Savior and your dear Son might 
be magnified in the power of your Spirit in all places, among all 
peoples, as it is in every corner of creation. We ask it for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen.  
 
*Hymn of Praise - Psalm 96 - Text: Trinity Psalter; Music: Oliver 
Holden 
See following page 
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Hearing God’s Word 
 
Prayer for Illumination - from Psalm 96 
 

Leader: Gracious God, you are to be feared above all gods. 
 
People: For while every other god is an idol, you have made 
the heavens. 
 
Leader: In order for us to declare your glory among the nations, we 
must first experience your glory ourselves. 
 
People: We draw near to the splendor of your majesty, ready 
to hear your just judgments and your wise counsels. 
 
Leader: Speak to us through the ministry of your Word, and 
manifest the Lord Jesus among us. 
 
People: Teach us with such conviction and compassion that 
we are stirred up to new songs of praise, and fresh obedience 
birthed from true joy.  
 
Leader: In Jesus’ name 
 
People: Amen! 
 
Examination 
 
We have meditated quietly on Psalm 96. We have called one 
another to worship through Psalm 96. We have sung Psalm 96 as 
our Hymn of Praise. We have prayed twice based on Psalm 96. 
Let us now allow Psalm 96 to guide us to confess our sins. 
 
Take about 60 seconds of silence once again to read and meditate 
on Psalm 96. Ask yourself as you meditate: where have I fallen 
short of the glory of God?  
 
Silent Meditation and Confession 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for 

God to show us 

grace and truth 

from his Word. 
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Corporate Confession of Sin - Based on Psalm 96 
 
Gracious God, our songs often feel old and stale. Our hearts are 
not jubilant like the fields. The gladness has depleted from our 
spirits, even though the earth takes joy in you. We have not 
ascribed to you the glory due your name. The offerings we bring 
you have been half-hearted and we have no great love of your 
courts. We repent, for we have more reason than the dirt of the 
fields, the stars in the sky, the seas and their creatures, and the 
trees of the forest to treasure and praise you. For you have made 
us for yourself, and called us to know, love, and trust you. We 
tremble now in the splendor of your holiness, and lament our own 
lack of holiness. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us back to your 
praise, that we might join the chorus of creation, testifying to your 
glory and grace. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
*Assurance of Pardon - From Psalm 96 
 
People of God, our LORD is the judge of all the earth, and this fact 
itself causes the creation to rejoice. Why? Because (13) he judges 
in equity, in righteousness, and in faithfulness. In Jesus Christ, the 
LORD has come to judge faithfully. He judged sin and 
faithlessness, but took that sin to the cross so that he himself 
would bear its guilt. He then turned to us and judged us righteous 
in Christ, not because of our righteousness and faithfulness, but 
because of his own, given to us by faith. Is there anything more 
astonishing than this gracious judgment of the LORD? Does 
anything else more brilliantly reveal the splendor and glory of our 
God? Can anything else motivate us to declare his glory among 
the nations? He has seen our heartlessness, faithlessness, 
prayerlessness, and praiselessness, but has loved and saved us 
anyway. In Christ, we are not only forgiven, but restored to our 
sacred calling to tell his marvelous deeds—along with the rest of 
the choir of creation—among all peoples. Go in his grace, and go 
with his grace. Amen! 
 
*Gloria Patri 
See following page 
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Lord, seeking 
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New Testament Reading - Acts 11:1-18 

11 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and 
ate with them.” 

4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being 
let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked 
into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I 
heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 



9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call 
anything impure that God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three 
times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 

11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea 
stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to 
have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also 
went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how 
he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to 
Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a 
message through which you and all your household will be saved.’ 

15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had 
come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord 
had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us 
who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I 
could stand in God’s way?” 

18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and 
praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted 
repentance that leads to life.” 
 
Meditation - Ennio Morricone (1928-2020) - Gabriel’s Oboe from 
the film “The Mission” Adagio, poco rubato 

Old Testament Reading 
Jonah 1:1-17 

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the 
great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its 
wickedness has come up before me.” 

3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He 
went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. 
After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to 
flee from the LORD. 

4 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent 
storm arose that the ship threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors 
were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the 
cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. 

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a 
deep sleep. 6 The captain went to him and said, “How can you 
sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of 
us so that we will not perish.” 

 

 



7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find 
out who is responsible for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot 
fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for 
making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? 
Where do you come from? What is your country? From what 
people are you?” 

9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of 
heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 

10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” 
(They knew he was running away from the LORD, because he had 
already told them so.) 

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, 
“What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?” 

12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will 
become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has 
come upon you.” 

13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they 
could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before. 14 Then they 
cried out to the LORD, “Please, LORD, do not let us die for taking 
this man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent 
man, for you, LORD, have done as you pleased.” 15 Then they took 
Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 
16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a 
sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. 

17 Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah 
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.  
 
Sermon - “The Pious Prayers of Pagans: Jonah and the Journey 
Outward” (Part 3) - Rev. Andrew R. Stager 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
*Hymn of Response - “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

See following page 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 



Prayer of Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
Today’s offering will be collected at the door as you exit the sanctuary.  
 
Offertory 

César Franck (1822-1890) - Pièce V pour hautbois et piano 

 

*Doxology 

 

 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who have trespassed against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

We give as an 

act of worship to 

support God’s 

kingdom through 

the ministry of 

our church and 

the work it 

supports.  

 

We sing this 

traditional song 

of praise each 

week, which calls 

upon every 

creature to give 

God glory. 

 



Going with God’s Mission and Blessing 
 
Welcome of Guests  
 
Announcements 
 
*Sending Hymn -“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 
See following page 
 
*Commissioning 
 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude - Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) - Sonata op. 65 Nr. 
5 in D Major Allegro maestoso 
 

 
 

Please remain seated until the ushers dismiss you by row. 
We ask you to please exit the building quickly and respect 
the 1.5 m social distancing.  
 
Serving Today: 
Musicians: James Isaacs, Oboe; Ruth Pfister, Organ; Chandler 
Cudlipp, Tenor 
Reader: Jimmy Yap 
Elder: Joan Gottraux, Elder for Personnel, Property & Planning 
Ushers: Paul, Eva and Edmund Nelson; Christof, Lay Kheng and 
Johanna Lindenstruth and Michal Partl 
Security: Kris Vail 
Sound: Lawrence Wilkinson 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are sent into 

the world to 

respond to God’s 

grace and truth 

with faithfulness, 

and we receive 

once again the 

blessing of God 

as we go. 



 



This Week at IPC: 
Sunday, 20 September 

• 18:00: Evening Worship/Online (Zoom) Evening Worship 
 
Saturday, 26 September 

• 9:30: Online (Zoom) Women’s Contemplative Prayer Group  
 
Sunday, 27 September 

• 9:30: Online (Zoom) Morning Worship 

• 10:30: Youth Group 

• 10:30: Bible @10 

• 12:00: Morning Worship/Sunday School 

• 18:00: Evening Worship (no Zoom simulcast) 
 

We offer three online Sunday School classes: 

• 11:00 Sunday - 2 to 5 year-olds 

• 11:30 Sunday - 6 to 9 year-olds 

• 17:00 Sunday - 10 and 11 year-olds 
 

Please register at ipc-zurich.org for worship and Sunday School.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to the International Protestant Church of Zurich! 
Many thanks for stopping by, and we hope that your time with us will be rewarding and 
enriching as we worship Christ together.  
 

Headsets for hearing aids are available. Please ask one of the ushers for assistance. 
 

Get Connected 
The best ways for you to begin at IPC are: 

• Join a Home Group 

• Sign up to receive the e-newsletter 

• Serve at IPC 

• Become a member 
 

For more information about programs and events, visit ipc-zurich.org. 
 

Staff 
Rev. Andrew R. Stager, Senior Pastor 
Sam E. Gyorfi, Associate Pastor 
Laura Fisher, Administrative Assistant 
Bev Visser, Administrative Assistant 
Vanessa Bischoff, Children’s Ministry Administrator 
 

IPC Office 
Zeltweg 20 
8032 Zürich 
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 to 17:00 
044 262 55 25 
office@ipc-zurich.org 
www.ipc-zurich.org 
facebook.com/IPCZurich 

Council Elders 
Paul Nelson, Piotr Soluch, Kobus Hattingh, Reto Kurmann, Lanette Meister, Chee Mui 
Yap, Alisa Berger, Susan Hong, Jeff Anhut, Bemi Okorodudu, Christof Lindenstruth 
and Joan Gottraux 
 

Deacons 
Jenny Bärlocher, Jane Burger, Sarah da Ponte, Keith Hennings, Patty Jehle, Jürg 
Kessler, Johnson Oduwaiye, Rob-Roy Roedel and Giannina Wild 
  
Giving 
IBAN: CH34 0025 1251 8803 5701C 
Holder: Ipc-Int.Protest.Church 
Account no.: 251-880357.01C 
BIC: UBSWCHZH80A  
You can also donate via PayPal 
(ipc-zurich.org/online-giving) or Twint.  
 


