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By Faith Moses…
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. (Hebrews 11:23-28 ESV)

Introduction
As you know, over the past few weeks we have been walking through Hebrews 11 which briefly chronicles the lives of a number of men and women of the Old Testament who lived lives marked out by faith. As was mentioned, the author’s purpose is not to lift up these figures as superior but to give examples of lives lived in faith towards God so as to call his readers to the same kind of faith. Now I’m going to be straightforward here – you’re not going to hear anything that radically different from what you’ve heard over the last month and that is by design. You see, the force of this author’s argument in chapter 11 is the repetitive and cumulative effect of laying out life after life lived in this way so as to call his readers to the same. 
He’s writing to Hebrews who have flirted with the idea of abandoning Christ to return to Judaism which would spare them many of the earthly troubles they have found come with identifying as one of Christ’s followers. The author here demonstrates that lives that please God have always been lived by faith, assured of God’s faithfulness in the past enabling them to look forward in faith to the hope of reward, which in turn produces obedience and endurance amidst opposition. This cumulative effect of “By faith…Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, etc..” reaches its climactic peak in Hebrews 12:1-2 when the author concludes, 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

You see this is a call to the kind of faith that characterizes all of God’s people – faith that unites us to Jesus Christ the author and perfecter of it. Implicit in this passage then is the question – “Do you have this kind of faith?” As we examine the lives of God’s people and see what lives look like when they are lived by faith, do we see something similar in our own lives? The scriptures teach us in Romans 1:17: 

 [17] For in it [the gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17 ESV)

That is – the one who by faith is righteous, from beginning to end or from start to finish, shall live. What does a life look like lived in this way? We’ll see an example of that this morning as we look at the life of Moses. But as we look, we must consider what is equally as important -  do we have this kind of faith?  How can we go about answering that question? The author of Hebrews has already given a concise definition of What faith is – “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen.” Now we turn to see what that faith looks like in action. This will be our task this morning – by God’s grace, finding in this passage help to discern our own faith or lack thereof by seeing 1.) What faith does and 2.) How faith does it. 

Faith Endures Suffering
The biggest thing I would like you to see from this text with regards to what faith does is that faith endures suffering. Let’s see that in the text. 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.
Here we see that Moses endured – that is he stayed the course despite opposition – but what was it that he was enduring and what was the opposition? He endured the suffering of being driven out of Egypt into the deserts of Midian and the suffering of having to wait forty years while his people continued to suffer in a land of bondage until God would ultimately send him back as their deliverer. We see this same idea just a few verses earlier – 

24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.
Moses’ decision to identify not as an Egyptian but as a Hebrew came with a cost – suffering. We learn that he was mistreated with the people of God, that he suffered reproach, and that the eventual outcome of his self-identification as a Hebrew was exile into the desert of Midian. Furthermore, we learn that he chose these things over the pleasures of sin (v.25) and the earthly treasures of Egypt (v.26). Surely this kind of suffering and sorrow would be enough to drive any natural man to consider turning back, to perhaps seek the forgiveness of Pharaoh and attempt to rejoin Egyptian society as a member of the social elites, but we learn that Moses endured – that is he stayed the course despite the suffering it brought. You see in (v.24) that his refusal to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter came with an ongoing choice to bear the mistreatment associated with being identified as a member of the Hebrews. 
We also see this idea of faith enduring suffering in the example of Moses’ parents in (v.23) –
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.
What was the king’s edict? In Exodus 2 we learn that to curb the male population of the Hebrews for fear that they would grow too strong and mount an insurrection against him, Pharaoh decreed that all sons born to the Hebrews should be cast into the Nile. Rather than handing their son over to be murdered, they risked their own lives by disobeying the king and hiding their son. After three months, his mother placed him in a basket made of bulrushes, bitumen and pitch and sent him floating down the Nile where he was eventually recovered and adopted by the daughter of Pharaoh. Moses’ parents endured the pain and suffering of being faced with an impossible choice between the death of their child or their own death as well as the pain of giving up their son.
As Christians we are called to endure suffering. You see it doesn’t take faith to suffer. People suffer every day without faith. It takes faith to endure suffering and to persevere – to continue along the path of difficulty trusting in the unseen promises of God despite the circumstances. Christians, you must know from God’s word that you will suffer in this life. The apostle Peter wrote – 
[12] Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. [13] But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:12-13)
Just as Moses identification with the Hebrews was costly in this life, so your identification with Christ is costly. If you share in Christ, you will share in His sufferings. Is your faith the kind that is willing to identify with Christ no matter the cost? In the midst of suffering, do you endure and persevere? Is your faith the kind that is willing to let go of vacations, cars, homes and all manner of luxuries that tend to lull us into a comfortable sleep and keep us from devoting ourselves to God’s purposes in this world? Is your faith the kind that forsakes the passing pleasures of sin knowing the Lord has promised a deeper and more soul satisfying pleasure in knowing Him?  It can be so easy to settle into a flimsy, faint-hearted, spineless, and timid Christianity that rationalizes its own vanity and materialism because we have grown up in a culture where it has cost very little, comparatively speaking, to confess Christ. But what we find and what this passage teaches us is that a faint-hearted Christianity is no Christianity at all. Faith in Christ produces not only a willingness to suffer – you see in v.25 that Moses chose to be mistreated – but endurance and perseverance in the midst of suffering.
You can hear the writer’s plea to the Hebrews when he reminds them of their own willingness to suffer in this very way in the past and then calls them to hold fast their confidence in Christ – 
But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. (Hebrews 10:32-36 ESV)
The call to follow Christ is a call to suffer and not only to suffer but to endure. 
For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. Matthew 7:14
You realize of course that implicit in that little word picture is that the way is hard and we must keep walking in that way despite the difficulty, persevering in that way until we reach our destination. Faith endures suffering. 
Suffering is Frightening
But here is the thing about suffering – it’s frightening and it scares us. Let’s just be honest about the fact that the prospect of losing comforts, friends, jobs, financial security, safety, perhaps our lives for the sake of Christ scares us. We need to be up front about that now before the trial comes so that when it does come we are prepared to endure. The author of Hebrews is very direct in shining the light on this issue of fear. In both (v.23) and (v.27) we see the issue of fear being addressed.
23 “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.” 
AND
27 “By faith he [Moses] left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king…” 
Now I want you to understand something – God’s people, Moses’ parents, Moses himself, and all Christians down through the ages have experienced fear. This passage is not teaching us that Christians are never afraid but that confronted with terrifying circumstances and suffering, faith overcomes that fear so that we can endure. Consider Moses’ parents – they are confronted with an impossible choice. They can either hand over their newborn son to the authorities to be murdered OR they can hide him and risk almost certain execution for disobeying the king’s orders. That is a terrifying situation wherein any parent would be gripped by fear. But the point is that by faith they were not controlled by that fear but chose to act in obedience no matter the outcome. By faith they chose to do what was right and protect their child even if it would cost them their own lives. By faith they believed that this boy that was beautiful in their eyes and who was, according to Stephen’s account in Acts 7:20 “beautiful in God’s sight…”, was created by God for His purposes. By faith his parents entrusted him to God believing he would be no safer in a country of peace without evil kings than he would be in that basket of bulrushes floating down the Nile. Faith overcame fear and enabled Moses’ parents to endure suffering with eyes fixed on God’s promise. 
We see this is true of Moses as well. Though the author plainly states that Moses was not afraid of the anger of the king, we learn in Exodus 2:14 that after he learned that his deed had been discovered, Moses was afraid.  
[11] One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people. [12] He looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. [13] When he went out the next day, behold, two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, “Why do you strike your companion?” [14] He answered, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely the thing is known.” When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. (Exodus 2:11-15)
Surely the writer of Hebrews would have been familiar with the book of Exodus and knew that it clearly states that Moses’ was afraid. How could Moses be both afraid and unafraid at the same time? Again we see it is faith overcoming fear. It’s not that Moses didn’t experience the feelings of fear, in fact Moses had every reason to fear, BUT he entrusted himself to God as the one who would preserve his life and cause.[footnoteRef:1] Faith overcame fear and enabled Moses to endure suffering.   [1:  Perhaps you might say that fleeing is an act of fear and not an act of faith – while that could be true it’s not universally true. Jesus called his disciples to flee persecution as an expression of faith (Matthew 10:23-36) and avoided danger himself for the sake of his mission. (Luke 4:30; John 8:59)] 

This no less true for you as it was for Moses and his parents. Christians, you have every earthly reason to fear. Unless you have your head in the sand you know that increasingly your confession of Christ is going to cost you. Right now it may only cost you your reputation as an intelligent person, but it may soon cost you financial security, your job, your safety, your family’s safety, your freedom, and maybe even your life. But faith looks into this fear and plants its feet on the bedrock certainty of God’s character, choosing obedience to God come what may. Faith believes the words of Jesus when He says to us – 
And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. (Matthew 10:28-31 ESV)
I might make mention of the fact that in both instances here in the text, the thing that is motivating the feeling of fear is a tyrannical government – something we are growing less and less unfamiliar with. Come November, we have every earthly reason to fear, but faith confesses and looks to a God who rules over kings and nations, whose hand cannot be stayed, and who will certainly accomplish all his purposes. Faith resonates with the Psalmist when he writes – 
[1] Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, [3] “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” [4] He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. [5] Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, [6] “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” (Psalm 2:1-6 ESV)
By faith we look and see our risen king, the King of kings, from whom all authority is given, ascended and seated at the right hand of the Father laughing at foolish men who think they can plot against Him. He sits decisively, triumphantly, and with perfect authority ruling and reigning until all his enemies are made as a footstool for his feet and until all his purposes are accomplished in the world. Surely those who are ruled by this King have nothing to fear. By faith God’s people are not controlled by fear but overcome it and are strengthened to endure even the worst suffering. 
How then are they strengthened by their faith to endure? Understand what I am saying is that faith enables believers to endure suffering – but how does it do that? 
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Continually Looking to God’s Provision
I’ve already to alluded to it when I said that by faith we look and see our king. Faith continually looks to God’s provision. 


III. Faith Continually Looks to God’s Provision
IV. God’s Perfect Provision – Jesus Christ
