Your Kingdom Come   					   September 17th, 2017
Matthew 6:9-13
"9Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11Give us this day our daily bread, 12and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil."

I’ve shared before the story of Florence Chadwick, who in 1952 got into the Pacific Ocean off of Catalina Island, determined to swim to the shore of mainland, California (around 26 miles). She had already become the first woman to swim the English Channel both ways. It was a chilly, foggy day, so much so that she could hardly see the boats just in front of her that were accompanying her. After fifteen hours of swimming, she begged to be removed from the water, but at her mother’s encouragement, she pressed on for another hour.  
Finally, emotionally and physically exhausted, she simply quit swimming, and was lifted on to one of the boats. It wasn’t until she was safely on the boat that she could look ahead and see that she was only ½ mile from the shore. At the press conference the next day, she said, “All I could see was the fog…I think if I could have seen the shore, I would have made it.”
Florence Chadwick’s story is a sort of parable of the Christian life. We are on a long, agonizing at times, wearying journey in this life. At times the circumstantial weather is so filled with fog, chill and clouds, (whether it be something as small as a stomach virus or as large as the threat of nuclear war, or the mounting shock and disgust that our mainstream culture has towards our Christian faith) that we barely feel we have the strength to press on in faith and worship of Jesus. And what we need in those times is to keep our eyes set on our destination, the shore, which for us is the consummated splendor of the worldwide rule and reign of Jesus, in the New Heavens and the New Earth.  
Learning to Pray Big Prayers
It’s toward that indescribable, heavenly shore that Jesus turns the gaze of His disciples when He instructs them to pray, “Your kingdom come…”. We’re in the third of a seven week series this fall in which we are studying this very familiar portion of Jesus’ teaching known as the Lord’s Prayer, learning from Jesus how to pray. Without painting too broad of a stroke, my inclination is to suspect that for many (most?) of you, this particular request is way beyond what you usually pray about. Author Don Carson has written:
“Our prayers may be an index of how small and self-centered our world is.”
“Your kingdom come…” is a prayer request that may bring conviction to your hearts as you consider how narrow the range of things and people you pray for often is. To pray “Your kingdom come” is to be captivated by a cause and a vision ten thousand times greater than your little life. And understand: I don’t intend to burden you by saying that, as if I (and even more importantly, God) don’t care about those very real, painful perplexities that you endure on your swim through the Pacific. But I believe that your comfort and stability and hope in the midst of those adversities will be strengthened if you can connect them with the immensity and splendor of God’s coming kingdom. 
To that end, let’s answer three questions that this particular request in the Lord’s Prayer raises: 1. What is the Kingdom of God? 2. In what way is it coming? 3. How does God intend to make it come? As we answer those three questions, it’s my deep burden and prayer that the effect of these words on our hearts would be to waken in us a new passion  to participate in the coming triumph of God over all His enemies by our earnest prayers for the coming of His Kingdom, and a fresh confidence in His commitment to do it.
What is the Kingdom of God?
First, then, what is God’s kingdom? Jesus spoke of the Kingdom with great frequency (approximately fifty in Matthew’s gospel), but we still may have only a fuzzy, superficial understanding of what is in view. And not knowing what the Kingdom of God is will surely stifle the fervency and consistency of our prayers for it. The Kingdom of God is His rule and reign. The Kingdom of God is present everywhere that God is ruling and reigning. And in one sense, that is everywhere:
"19The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all."
"11Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all." (cf. Daniel 4:34-35)
When thought of in this sense, it hardly seems as if we need to pray for God’s Kingdom to come. Everything and everyone is in the kingdom of God, whether you like it or not. You don’t choose to be in that kingdom. It is part of being a creature. God reigns, and everyone, everything, every event, every item, every matter, every thought is finally subject to the sovereign rule of God. This universe has never been a democracy; it has always been and always will be an absolute monarchy, with God seated on His throne.
A Contested Rule
When Jesus instructs His disciples to pray, “Your kingdom come,” He does so in view of the fact that, since almost the very beginning, the rule and reign of God has been contested. When God created the world, He placed Adam and Eve in the garden to live under His good, loving, wise rule, and to extend that rule through the entirety of creation. It was a picture of God’s Kingdom: God’s people, in God’s place, living joyfully and fruitfully under His rule and reign. In the Garden God reigned, and His reign was one of blessing and freedom and unshakable joy, the way things ought to be. It was good news!  
But under the influence of the Serpent’s lie, Adam and Eve reject God’s rule, and in eating the forbidden fruit make a declaration of war upon God’s Kingdom. They choose to rule themselves, to determine for themselves what is good and evil, and the result is devastating. The perfection of Eden is fractured, as God subjects the created world to a curse. Where once there had been no suffering or pain or death, now every human dies, every human suffers innumerable pain and hardships before death: devastating hurricanes and broken bones and debilitating, chronic diseases and holocausts and terrorist bombings and racial animosity and political unrest. Things are broken, and all this bears witness to the horror of human rebellion against our King!     
But as God pronounced the curse over all creation, He held out the hope of redemption, promising that an offspring of Eve would crush the serpent, banish all opposition, and restore God’s righteous rule, joining heaven and earth together in an eternal embrace. As time unfolded (through the covenant with Abraham and his offspring, with the twelve great-grandsons of Abraham becoming the twelve tribes of Israel), it became clear that this Redeemer would be a son of David who would rule over an eternal kingdom:
"6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore." (cf. Isaiah 11, 35:10, Daniel 7:13-14)
The Kingdom is at Hand	
And so, after hundreds of years of longing for this kingdom, Jesus Christ comes on the scene and proclaims:
"17“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”"
And when He performs miracles to demonstrates that the power and healing of God’s reign is at work in Him, He is unmistakably announcing Himself to be the long-awaited King. In saying that the Kingdom of heaven is at hand, He is declaring, “I am the Prince of Peace, sent to liberate God’s people from their enemies, undoing all that went wrong when Adam and Eve defied God’s rule and chose to rule themselves.  
“I am the One promised of God to restore God’s rule over all the earth: every tear wiped away, no sorrow and suffering, everlasting joy and gladness filling our hearts; undiminished, unfading, undefiled, imperishable, a joy that is enhanced and deepened for all the sorrow and pain you’ve endured while you waited, a weight of glory beyond all comparison, so that even the sea will roar and the trees of the forest will sing for joy.
“A world where there are no victims of crime, addictions or natural disasters, no debt or homelessness, no parents burying their children or widows weeping over their husbands’ graves, where swords and spears are beaten into plowshares, where no one is deceived, no one is threatened, no one is lonely. A world where all nature is fruitful, benign, and filled with wonder upon wonder, in which is all is right because God is at the center of it all: perfectly honored and enjoyed by everyone, everywhere, forever.”  
The Kingdom and the Cross
And yet if the coming rule of Jesus means that He is going to bring a world of perfect righteousness and justice, if He is going to banish all opposition to His royal reign, then you and I have a big problem! If you have even a shred of honesty and self-awareness this morning, you know you have opposed your rightful Owner and King. You have sinned against Him. 
In manifold ways, you’ve believed that your way is better than His, failed to acknowledge and give Him glory for the gifts He's given you while grumbling and calling Him to account for every bit of hardship that comes your way, questioned His rule and authority, sought your own glory above His. His law demands perfection, because He is perfect, and is far too holy to entertain any wickedness in the glory of His Kingdom.[footnoteRef:1] So we have a dilemma: we long for God to intervene in justice and establish His rule, but the coming of that righteous rule will bring our defeat and our destruction.   [1:  Which is why Jesus spoke of needing a righteousness exceeding the scribes and Pharisees (5:20), or the need to be born again (John 3:3), in order to enter God’s Kingdom.] 

The answer to our problem  -- the good news of the Kingdom – is that in Jesus, our King has come to make peace with His enemies so they can experience His coming rule as joyful freedom, rather than terrifying destruction. He made that possible through His death on the cross, where Jesus substituted Himself for rebels to God's throne like you and me, paying the price for our treason and securing amnesty for all who repent and believe the good news, which He proved by rising from the grave on the third day, so that we could be forgiven and brought near to God as beloved children and citizens of His eternal Kingdom of love, peace and joy, which He will consummate when He returns.    
So the prayer, “Your Kingdom come,” does not have in view God’s universal rule over everything and everyone, but His redemptive, saving rule over all who have enthroned Jesus as Lord of their lives, bringing healing to all the destruction done to us and by us because of sin, so that we gratefully and joyfully give ourselves to the hallowing of His name and the doing of His will. His rule is personal, direct and absolute, but because He has shown Himself our servant and shepherd and friend in laying down His own life as a sacrifice for ours, it’s a rule that we can trust and gladly submit to. 
Have you confessed, repented, and pledged allegiance to King Jesus? If not, do so right now: you can trust the rule of a Man who shed His blood to save you from hell! 
Your Kingdom Come: In Me, In the Church, Until He Comes
How, then, does all this shape and inform our praying, “Your kingdom come…”? From what we’ve seen, clearly in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the Kingdom of God has come (peace with God has been secured, forgiveness of sins is won, the presence of the Holy Spirit as a down payment of our coming inheritance). And yet just as clearly, it has not yet come in full (so many live in rebellion against Him, unrighteousness abounds, sickness and death still reign and the name of God is not hallowed everywhere). When we pray, “Your kingdom come,” we are not praying for God’s kingdom to come into existence, but for it to come into dominance, in at least three ways:  
1. “Let your kingdom come in me”; yes, in Christ God has begun a good work in you, but He is progressively bringing it to completion until the day of Christ. There are still unevangelized territories in your heart, where you struggle to submit to God and His will. So we pray, asking God to rule us more and more by His Word and Spirit, so that increasingly, from one degree of glory, we demonstrate our submission to Jesus’ lordship through our lives obedience and righteousness so that we might be fully pleasing in His sight.

2. “Let your kingdom come in the ongoing mission of your people”; the rule of Jesus is extending today, through His Word and Spirit as more and more people (though our Spirit-empowered witness) are “transferred from the domain of darkness and brought into the kingdom of His beloved Son” and made loyal, happy servants of the King of kings, Jesus Christ. In the power of His Spirit, we preach the gospel, make disciples, establish and multiply churches which function as embassies of God’s heavenly kingdom, heralding the good news of salvation in Christ to the ends of the earth, and adorning that gospel by our life together. 

3. “Let your Kingdom come in the return of your Son to finish the mission”; every longing you have, every frustration you have in this sin-plagued world is, at root, a yearning for Jesus’ return. He is reigning now, but God’s Word promises His return to reign in a way that is uncontested, in which the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ (Revelation 11:15, Daniel 7:27), and He will reign forever: all things made new, His people resurrected in glory to sin no more, Satan, death, and every enemy vanquished forever, everlasting justice and peace and joy, so that His Father is all in all. 
The Kingdom Comes Through Prayer	
Finally, God intends to make it come through your prayers. What other conclusion can we make – given that Jesus tells His disciples to pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom – than that He intends to make His Kingdom come (ruling His own people more and more by His Word and Spirit, bringing and more people and peoples into the Kingdom through evangelism and discipleship, and the return of the King to reign on earth forever) by means of the prayers of His people. 
I could show you another example of this logic in Matthew’s gospel (24:14 with 9:37) or throughout Paul’s ministry[footnoteRef:2], but let’s look at one example in closing from Revelation 8: [2:  2 Thessalonians 3:1, Romans 15:30, Colossians 4:3, Ephesians 6:19] 

"3And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, 4and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. 5Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar [where the prayers were burning before God] and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake."
This is a picture of the coming judgment of God by which He will purge the world of all unrighteousness and opposition to His throne and vindicate His suffering people. That is, it’s a picture of the coming of God’s kingdom. And it comes about through the prayers of His people. The altar was burning with prayer: “Hallowed be Your name! Your kingdom come! Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven!” How many must there be, mounting up over the centuries?! And the angel filled the censer with the flame of those burning prayers and threw it on the earth and the final triumph of God’s kingdom came. Not one single cry for the coming of Christ and the Kingdom of God is ever wasted.  
The prayers of His saints are God’s means of bringing about His coming triumph. It is not in doubt. This cosmos is not out of control. We need not live panic-stricken and disillusioned about the state of this world, or your own life. When His Kingdom comes, and you burst through mud above your grave to claim your inheritance as a co-heir with Christ – remember, that’s the shore towards which you are swimming – many of the things that seem urgent now (whether you’re attractive, or famous, or respected at work or at home, or cancer-free, or married, or wealthy) will seem insignificant. 
Until then, those troubles that we meet while Jesus’ reign is still contested are meant to drive us to our knees, to the prayer that Jesus taught His disciples to pray – and in praying, to keep our eyes fixed on that heavenly shore towards which we are swimming. Two months later Florence Chadwick made another attempt to swim from Catalina Island to the shore of mainland California. That same fog returned, but this time Chadwick persevered and finished the journey, saying that when she was exhausted, that picture in her mind of the shore from her first swim was what enabled her to make it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our King will soon come; it’s going to happen, maybe in our lives! He will vindicate His beloved, bring His enemies to justice, and rule over all, for His glory and for your great joy. And He will do it through your prayers. What an honor! So let us learn to pray as He taught us: “Our Father in heaven…Your kingdom come!” 
