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John Owens (1616-1683)  

English Nonconformist church leader, theologian, and academic administrator at the University of Oxford. 

 

To read John Owen is to enter a rare world. Whenever I return to one of his works I find myself 

asking “Why do I spend time reading lesser literature?” 

—Sinclair B. Ferguson 

 

John Owen’s treatises on Indwelling Sin in Believers and The Mortification of Sin are, in my 

opinion, the most helpful writings on personal holiness ever written. 

—Jerry Bridges 

 

I owe more to John Owen than to any other theologian, ancient or modern; and I owe more to 

[The Mortification of Sin] than to anything else he wrote. 

—J. I. Packer 

 

There is constantly in Owen, even when we are in the thick of him (and some of his writing is 

dense indeed) a doxological motive and motif. If we can persevere with his style (which becomes 

easier the longer we persevere), he will not fail to bring us to the feet of Jesus. 

—Sinclair B. Ferguson 

 

For solidity, profundity, massiveness and majesty in exhibiting from Scripture God’s ways with 

sinful mankind there is no one to touch him. 

—J. I. Packer 

 

. . . the greatest theologian who has ever written in the English language. 

—Roger Nicole 
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To have known the pastoral ministry of John Owen . . . (albeit in written form) has been a rich 

privilege; to have known Owen’s God an even greater one.—Sinclair Ferguson 

In all our life and ministry, as we care for people and contend for the faith, we can learn much 

from Owen’s pursuit of holiness in private and public. . . . I thank God for John Owen’s 

unwavering passion for communion with God. We are debtors to his mighty pen and to the 

passion for God’s glory . . . that drove it. 

—John Piper 

 

John [Owen], English theologian, was without doubt not only the greatest theologian of the 

English Puritan movement but also one of the greatest European Reformed theologians of his 

day, and quite possibly possessed the finest theological mind that England ever produced. 

—Carl R. Trueman 

 

Let no man pretend to fear sin that does not fear temptation also! These two are too closely 

united to be separated. He does not truly hate the fruit who delights in the root. 

 

If we do not abide in prayer, we will abide in temptation.  

 

Do you mortify? Do you make it your daily work? Be always at it whilst you live; cease not a day 

from this work; be killing sin or it will be killing you. 

Let no man think to kill sin with few, easy, or gentle strokes. He who hath once smitten a serpent, 

if he follow not on his blow until it be slain, may repent that ever he began the quarrel. And so 

he who undertakes to deal with sin, and pursues it not constantly to the death. 

 

A minister may fill his pews, his communion roll, the mouths of the public, but what that minister 

is on his knees in secret before God Almighty, that he is and no more. 

 

If we would talk less and pray more about them, things would be better than they are in the 

world: at least, we should be better enabled to bear them. 

 

In the divine Scriptures, there are shallows and there are deeps; shallows where the lamb may 

wade, and deeps where the elephant may swim. 

The custom of sinning takes away the sense of it, the course of the world takes away the shame 

of it. 
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John Bunyan (1628-1688) 

English writer and Baptist preacher best remembered as the author of The Pilgrim's Progress. 

 
Brought to trial in the county court at Bedford, Bunyan was charged with "devilishly and perniciously 

abstaining from coming to Church to hear Divine services, for being a common upholder of several 

unlawful meetings and conventicles, to the great disturbance and distraction of the good subjects of 

this kingdom." Bunyan did not deny that he had been holding religious meetings, or that he had 

abstained from attending Church of England services. Several of the magistrates, rather sympathetic 

toward Bunyan, offered him a way out: He would not be prosecuted if he would promise "to call the 

people no more together," and go home and stay quiet. That would be against his conscience, 

replied Bunyan, and he was thereupon convicted and hauled away, at the age of thirty-two, to be 

locked up in the Bedford county jail for twelve years. His wife and others made repeated attempts to 

obtain his release, but to no avail. 

 

The Bedford jail was like all English jails of the day, and long after — a stink hole, foul and filthy 

almost beyond belief. The stench in the prisons was so nauseating and overpowering that those 

coming to visit doused their handkerchiefs with turpentine and held them tight against the nose. 

There were no sanitation facilities except the most primitive. The only source of water was the hand 

pump in the prison yard. The food was meager, monotonous, unwholesome. Men and women 

prisoners were herded together, without privacy of any kind. All slept on straw, usually without a 

bedstead to keep it off the hard floor. Bedford prison had no fireplace so that it was freezing in 

winter. In summer, it was steaming hot because it had only a few small windows to let in a little light 

and air. Prisons were frequently swept by dread jail fever, which often carried off half the inmates. A 

long jail sentence at the time amounted, as often as not, to a death sentence. That Bunyan survived 

his long prison ordeal testifies to the health and strength of both his body and spirit — and to his 

good luck, too, though Bunyan ascribed his survival to the direct intervention of God. 

 
“You have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay you.”  
!  John Bunyan 
 
 “In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart. ”  
!  John Bunyan 
 
 “What God says is best, is best, though all the men in the world are against it.”  
!  John Bunyan, The Pilgrims Progress; From This World to That Which Is to Come by a New Edition 
 



! %!

 “Prayer will make a man cease from sin, or sin will entice a man to cease from prayer.”  
!  John Bunyan 
 
 “a man there was, though some did count him mad, the more he cast away the more he had.”  
!  John Bunyan, The Pilgrim's Progress 
 
 “He who runs from God in the morning will scarcely find Him the rest of the day.”  
!  John Bunyan 
 
 “One leak will sink a ship, and one sin will destroy a sinner.”  
!  John Bunyan 
 
 “If we have not quiet in our minds, outward comfort will do no more for us…”  
!  John Bunyan 
 
 “I will stay in prison till the moss grows on my eye lids rather than disobey God.”  
!  John Bunyan 
 
 “Dark clouds bring waters, when the bright bring none.”  
!  John Bunyan, The Pilgrim's Progress 
 

 
 
 
1.  Thomas Watson (1620-1686)   

English, Nonconformist, Puritan preacher and author 
 
 
“Christ went more willingly to the cross than we do to the throne of grace.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “God sweetens outward pain with inward peace.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “The pleasure of sin is soon gone, but the sting remains.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “A weak faith can lay hold on a strong Christ.”  
!  Thomas Watson, The Lord's Supper 
 
 “When you find a chillness upon your souls, and that your former heat begins to abate, ply 
yourselves with warm clothes, get those good books that may acquaint you with such truths as may 
warm and affect your hearts.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “It is our work to cast care, and it is God's work to take care.”  
!  Thomas Watson, The Art of Divine Contentment 
 
 “Knowledge is the eye that must direct the foot of obedience.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
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 “Eternity to the godly is a day that has no sunset; eternity to the wicked is a night that has no 
sunrise.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “The gospel sweetens the law.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “Until sin be bitter, Christ will not be sweet.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “It is easy to catch a disease from another, but not to catch health. The bad will sooner corrupt the 
good, than the good will convert the bad.”  
!  Thomas Watson, The Art of Divine Contentment 
 
 “Unless we deny our own will, we shall never do God’s will.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “Satan loves to fish in the troubled waters of a discontented heart.”  
!  Thomas Watson 

 
 “Men could be content to have the kingdom of heaven; but they are loathe to fight for it. They 
choose rather to go in a feather bed to hell than to be carried to heaven in a ‘fiery chariot’ of zeal 
and violence.”  
!  Thomas Watson, Heaven Taken by Storm: Showing the Holy Violence a Christian is to Put Forth in 
the Pursuit After Glory 
 
 “No flattery can heal a bad conscience, so no slander can hurt a good one.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
 
 “Better is that sin which humbles me, than that duty which makes me proud.”  
!  Thomas Watson, All Things for Good 
 
 “When promises are verified, God’s truth is magnified.”  
!  Thomas Watson, The Ten Commandments 
 
 “Ministers can but speak to the ear, the Spirit speaks to the heart.”  
!  Thomas Watson, The Ten Commandments 
 
 “In a word a contented Christian, being sweetly captivated under the authority of the Word, desires 
to be wholly at God's disposal and is willing to live in that sphere and climate where God has set 
him.”  
!  Thomas Watson, The Art of Divine Contentment 
 
 “If God should show mercy only to such as deserve it, he must show mercy to none.”  
!  Thomas Watson, The Ten Commandments 
 
 “The bare knowledge of God's will is inefficacious, it doth not better the heart. Knowledge alone is 
like a winter sun, which hath no heat or influence; it doth not warm the affections, or purify the 
conscience. Judas was a great luminary, he knew God's will, but he was a traitor.”  
!  Thomas Watson 
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Richard Baxter (1615-1691) 

English Puritan church leader, poet, hymn-writer, theologian, and controversialist 
 

“Study hard, for the well is deep, and our brains are shallow.”  

!  Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor 

 

 “I preached as never sure to preach again, and as a dying man to dying men.”  

!  Richard Baxter 

 

“Make careful choice of the books which you read:  

let the holy Scriptures ever have the preeminence.  

Let Scripture be first and most in your hearts and  

hands and other books be used as subservient to it.  

 

While reading ask yourself:  

 

1. Could I spend this time no better?  

2. Are there better books that would edify me more?  

3. Are the lovers of such a book as this the greatest  

lovers of the Book of God and of a holy life?  

4. Does this book increase my love to the Word of God,  

kill my sin, and prepare me for the life to come?  

 

 “Nothing can be rightly known, if God be not known; nor is any study well managed, nor to any 

great purpose, if God is not studied. We know little of the creature, till we know it as it stands 

related to the Creator: single letters, and syllables uncomposed, are no better than nonsense. 

He who overlooketh him who is the 'Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,' and 

seeth not him in all who is the All of all, doth see nothing at all. All creatures, as such, are broken 

syllables; they signify nothing as separated from God. Were they separated actually, they would 

cease to be, and the separation would be annhiliation; and when we separate them in our 

fancies, we make nothing of them to ourselves. It is one thing to know the creatures as Aristotle, 

and another thing to know them as a Christian. None but a Christian can read one line of his 



! ( !

Physics so as to understand it rightly. It is a high and excellent study, and of greater use than 

many apprehend; but it is the smallest part of it that Aristotle can teach us.”  

!  Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor 

 

 “Preaching a man a sermon with a broken head and telling him to be right with God is equal to 

telling a man with a broken leg to get up and run a race.”  

!  Richard Baxter 

 

 “Let no man think to kill sin with few, easy, or gentle strokes. He who hath once smitten a 

serpent, if he follow not on his blow until it be slain, may repent that ever he began the quarrel. 

And so he who undertakes to deal with sin, and pursues it not constantly to the death.”  

!  Richard Baxter 

 

 “If God be not enough for you, you will never have enough. Turn to him more, and know him 

better, if you would have a satisfied mind. 

 

“Alas! can we think that the reformation is wrought, when we cast out a few ceremonies, and 

changed some vestures, and gestures, and forms! Oh no, sirs’! it is the converting and saving of 

souls that is our business. That is the chiefest part of reformation, that doth most good, and 

tendeth most to the salvation of the people.”  

!  Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor 

 

 “He is not drowning His sheep when He washeth them, nor killing them when He is shearing 

them. But by this He showeth that they are His own: and the new-shorn sheep do most visibly 

bear His name or mark; when it is almost worn out and scarce discernible on them that have the 

longest fleece.”  

!  Richard Baxter 

 

 “While doubt cannot be expelled, it can be subdued.”  

!  Richard Baxter 

 

 

 



! ) !

 “An ingenious man can hardly stay with a people against their will; and a sincere man can more 

hardly, for any interest of his own, remain in a place where he is likely to be unprofitable, to 

hinder the good which they might receive from another man, who hath the advantage of a 

greater interest in their estimation and affection.”  

!  Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor 

 

 “A man may be a faithful minister, and yet never preach a sermon. If a great congregation have 

six or more pastors, and two or three of them be the ablest preachers, and the rest more 

judicious, and fit for discourse and private oversight, these latter may well employ themselves in 

such oversight, conference, and other ministerial works, and leave public-speaking in the pulpit 

to them that are more able for it, and so they may divide the work among them according to 

their parts: and it will not now follow that they are no pastors that preach not publicly.”  

!  Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor 

 

 

 

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) 

Revivalist preacher, philosopher, and Congregationalist Protestant theologian 
 
 
“God is the highest good of the reasonable creature. The enjoyment of him is our proper; and is 
the only happiness with which our souls can be satisfied. To go to heaven, fully to enjoy God, is 
infinitely better than the most pleasant accommodations here. Better than fathers and mothers, 
husbands, wives, or children, or the company of any, or all earthly friends. These are but 
shadows; but the enjoyment of God is the substance. These are but scattered beams; but God is 
the sun. These are but streams; but God is the fountain. These are but drops, but God is the 
ocean.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards, The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol. 17: Sermons and Discourses, 1730-
1733 
 
 “Of all the knowledge that we can ever obtain, the knowledge of God, and the knowledge of 
ourselves, are the most important.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards, A careful & strict inquiry into the modern prevailing notions of that 
freedom of the will, which is supposed to be essential to moral agency, virtue & vice, reward & 
punishment, praise & blame... 
 
 “God’s purpose for my life was that I have a passion for God’s glory and that I have a passion 
for my joy in that glory, and that these two are one passion.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
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 “Resolved, never to do anything which I should be afraid to do if it were the last hour of my 
life.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “Lord, stamp eternity on my eyeballs.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “All truth is given by revelation, either general or special, and it must be received by reason. 
Reason is the God-given means for discovering the truth that God discloses, whether in his 
world or his Word. While God wants to reach the heart with truth, he does not bypass the mind.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “A truly humble man is sensible of his natural distance from God; of his dependence on Him; of 
the insufficiency of his own power and wisdom; and that it is by God's power that he is upheld 
and provided for, and that he needs God's wisdom to lead and guide him, and His might to 
enable him to do what he ought to do for Him.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “Resolution One: I will live for God. Resolution Two: If no one else does, I still will.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “He that has doctrinal knowledge and speculation only, without affection, never is engaged in 
the business of religion.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “And yet some people actually imagine that the revelation in God’s Word is not enough to 
meet our needs. They think that God from time to time carries on an actual conversation with 
them, chatting with them, satisfying their doubts, testifying to His love for them, promising them 
support and blessings. As a result, their emotions soar; they are full of bubbling joy that is mixed 
with self-confidence and a high opinion of themselves. The foundation for these feelings, 
however, does not lie within the Bible itself, but instead rests on the sudden creations of their 
imaginations. These people are clearly deluded. God’s Word is for all of us and each of us; He 
does not need to give particular messages to particular people.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “Truth is the agreement of our ideas with the ideas of God.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “You contribute nothing to your salvation except the sin that made it necessary.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “Godliness is more easily feigned in words than in actions”  
!  Jonathan Edwards, The Religious Affections 
 
 “Unconverted men walk over the pit of hell on a rotten covering.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 
 
 “Resolved, that I will live so, as I shall wish I had done when I come to die.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
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 “If the heart be chiefly and directly fixed on God, and the soul engaged to glorify him, some 
degree of religious affection will be the effect and attendant of it. But to seek after affection 
directly and chiefly; to have the heart principally set upon that; is to place it in the room of God 
and his glory. If it be sought, that others may take notice of it, and admire us for our spirituality 
and forwardness in religion, it is then damnable pride; if for the sake of feeling the pleasure of 
being affected, it is then idolatry and self-gratification.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards, The Life and Diary of David Brainerd 
 
 “How can you expect to dwell with God forever, if you so neglect and forsake him here?”  
!  Jonathan Edwards, Selected Sermons of Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “Seek not to grow in knowledge chiefly for the sake of applause, and to enable you to dispute 
with others; but seek it for the benefit of your souls.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “If I murmur in the least at affliction, if I am in any way uncharitable, if I revenge my own case, if I 
do anything purely to please myself or omit anything because it is a great denial, if I trust myself, 
if I take any praise for any good which Christ does by me, or if I am in any way proud, I shall act 
as my own and not God’s.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards 
 
 “Grace is the seed of glory, the dawning of glory in the heart, and therefore grace is the earnest 
of the future inheritance.”  
!  Jonathan Edwards, The Religious Affections 
 

 
Jeremiah Burroughs 

Thomas Goodwin 
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Stephen Charnock 

John Cotton 
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Cotton Mather 
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John Robinson 
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John Winthrop 

Roger Williams 


