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I. Introduction
•

Key Point: Trials and adversity are the means God uses to purify and refine our love for Christ.

More love to Thee, O Christ, More love to Thee!
Hear Thou the prayer I make, On bended knee
This is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ, to Thee,
More love to Thee, More love to Thee!
Once earthly joy I craved, Sought peace and rest;
Now Thee alone I seek, Give what is best
This all my prayer shall be: More love, O Christ to Thee
More love to Thee, More love to Thee! (Elizabeth Prentiss, 1856)
John 21:15-17 - When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my
lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep."
"'Do you love Me' may seem at first sight a simple question. In one sense, it is so. Even a child can understand
love, and can say whether he loves another or not. Yet ‘Do you love Me’ is, in reality, a very searching question.
We may know much, and do much, and profess much, and talk much, and work much, and give much, and
go through much, and make much show in our religion, and yet be dead before God, from lack of love. . .
Do we love Christ? That is the question. Without this there is no vitality about our Christianity, we are no
better than . . . wax figures, lifeless stuffed beasts in a museum, sounding brass and tinkling cymbals. There is
no life where there is no love." (J.C. Ryle, The Gospel of John)
Revelation 2:2-5 - ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men,
and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;
and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. But I have this
against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent
and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—
unless you repent.
The Importance of the Gospel Records
"It is well to be acquainted with all the doctrines and principles of Christianity. It is better to be acquainted
with Christ Himself. . . Ought not the sheep to be familiar with the Shepherd? Ought not the patient to be
familiar with the Physician? Ought not the bride to be familiar with the Bridegroom? Ought not the sinner to
be familiar with the Saviour? . . . The Gospels were written to make men familiar with Christ, and therefore I
wish men to study the Gospels. . . Surely there is not a word, nor a deed, nor a day, nor a step, nor a thought
in the record of His life, which ought not to be precious to us. We should labour to be familiar with every line
that is written about Jesus.” (J.C. Ryle, Holiness)

II. Four Pictures of Christ’s Life and Ministry
A. Christ’s Authority over Danger
Matthew 8:23-27 - And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. And behold, there arose a
great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they
went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he said to them, “Why are you afraid,
O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. And
the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”
Parallel Account
Mark 4:36-41 - And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other
boats were with him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the
boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to
him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to
the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to them, “Why are you
so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who
then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
“They had no way at that terrible moment of knowing it, but that miserable storm was a vehicle for
teaching them about God and his power in their lives. The storm was essential to their spiritual
development. Here we see a principle of universal and spiritual application. Without difficulties, trials,
stresses, and even failures, we would never grow to be what we should become. Storms are part of the
process of spiritual growth.” (R. Kent Hughes, Mark)
B. Christ’s Authority over Disease
Matthew 4:23-25 - And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So his fame spread
throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains,
those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds
followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the
Jordan.”
Matthew 9:35 - And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.
Matthew 15:29-31 - Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on
the mountain and sat down there. And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind,
the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, so that the
crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind
seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel.
Matthew 8:1-4 - When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. And behold, a leper
came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” And Jesus stretched
out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. And
Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the
gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”
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Matthew 9:4-7 - But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which
is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” — he then said to the paralytic — “Rise, pick up your bed
and go home.” And he rose and went home.
Mark 10:47-52 - And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all
the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called
the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” And throwing off his cloak, he
sprang up and came to Jesus. And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the
blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith
has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way.
John 10:38 - even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand
that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.
It is not always Christ’s will to heal
2 Corinthians 12:7-9 - So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from
becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said
to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
C. Christ’s Authority over Difficulty
Luke 9:10-17 - On their return the apostles told him all that they had done. And he took them and
withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida. When the crowds learned it, they followed him, and he
welcomed them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had need of healing.
Now the day began to wear away, and the twelve came and said to him, “Send the crowd away to go into
the surrounding villages and countryside to find lodging and get provisions, for we are here in a desolate
place.” But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.” They said, “We have no more than five
loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy food for all these people.” For there were about five
thousand men. And he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” And they
did so, and had them all sit down. And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven
and said a blessing over them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the
crowd. And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, twelve baskets of broken
pieces.
Matthew 14:21 – And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
John 6:5-7 - Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself
knew what he would do. Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough
for each of them to get a little.”
Luke 9:18-20 - Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked
them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” And they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah,
and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.” Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”
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D. Christ’s Authority over Death
John 21:25 - Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written,
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.
John 10:17-18 - For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again.
No one takes it from me but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.
The Shadow of the Cross in Christ’s Life and Ministry
Mark 8:31 - And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.
Mark 9:31 - for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered
into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.”
Matthew 16:21-23 - From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall
never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to
me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
Christ’s love for His disciples on the eve of His death
John 13:1-5 - Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray
him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God
and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied
it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
Prediction of the Betrayal of Judas
John 13:21-27 - After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke.
One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus' side, so Simon Peter motioned to
him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord,
who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So
when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. Then after he had taken
the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.”
Prediction of the Denial of Peter
John 13:36-38 - Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am
going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not
follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me?
Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times."
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Christ’s Ministry to His Disciples (Upper Room Discourse – John 14-17)
John 14:1-3 - Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house
are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be
also.
John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
John 16:7 - Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away,
the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.
John 16:33 - I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.
Christ’s High Priestly Prayer:
John 17:17-21 - Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have
sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may
all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may
believe that you have sent me."
Christ’s Death and Resurrection
John 20:19-21 - On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am
sending you.”
John 20:24-29 - Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I
will never believe.” Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not
disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Let sorrow do its work, come grief or pain;
Sweet are Thy messengers, sweet their refrain,
When they can sing with me: More love, O Christ, to Thee;
More love to Thee, more love to Thee!
More love to Thee, O Christ, More love to Thee!
Hear Thou the prayer I make, On bended knee
This is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ, to Thee,
More love to Thee, More love to Thee!
(Elizabeth Prentiss, 1856)
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