God's Eternal Faithfulness
Part 2: The Mosaic Covenant
Exodus 19:5-6
I. Introduction
A. One of the greatest encouragements found in the Scriptures is the doctrine of the faithfulness of God.
Psalm 119:90 – Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you have established the earth, and it stands
fast.
Revelation 1:5 – and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of
kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.
Revelation 19:11 – Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.
B. One of the ways that we can understand the faithfulness of God is by studying the covenants He has
made in the Bible.
Deuteronomy 7:9 - Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations,
C. One of the great covenants in the Bible is the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 12, 15, 17.
Genesis 12:1-3 - Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.
The Land
Genesis 12:1-3 - Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that I will show you.
15:18 – On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land,
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the
Kadmonites, the Hitties, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and
the Jebusites.”
17:8 – And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of
Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.
28:13-15 – [God said to Jacob] And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the
God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to
your offspring. Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west
and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of
the earth be blessed.

The Seed
Genesis 12:2 – And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing.
Genesis 15:5 – “Look forward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
Genesis 26:4 – I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these
lands.
Genesis 46:2 – And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said,
“Here I am.” Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down into Egypt,
for there I will make you into a great nation.”
Genesis 49:10 - The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until
tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.
The Blessing
• The entire world was cursed in Adam.
• All the families of the earth will be blessed through Abraham.
Genesis 22:18 – in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.
II. The Mosaic Covenant.
• Established 430 years after the establishment of the Abrahamic Covenant.
• The Mosaic Covenant is found in Exodus 19; as well as much of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy (“If-then” language of Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28).
Exodus 1:7 - But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly
strong, so that the land was filled with them.
Exodus 19:1-6 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that
day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai,
and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to
God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles'
wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant,
you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”
“As important as the Abrahamic Covenant was 430 years before the law was given, it was a very private affair.
It was not a public thing. . . .God came to Abraham in Genesis 12, made a promise, very personally to
Abraham, and it was given to him and to him alone in a very private encounter between he and God. Later
on in the book of Genesis, God put Abraham asleep and while he was sleeping, God Himself sealed the
covenant by passing through the dead bodies. And so it was only God who was there in the sealing of that
unconditional covenant to Abraham. It was not a publicly manifested covenant with an awful lot of external
fanfare, but the Mosaic Covenant was. . . It is a solemn covenant attended by some phenomena to indicate its
importance. God put in place 430 years after Abraham and kept it there for fifteen hundred years while men
languished, as it were, under the imposing power and curse of the law.” (John MacArthur)
2

Highly Conditional Language Attached to this Covenant:
Leviticus 26:3-12 - "If you walk in my statutes and observe my commandments and do them, then I will give
you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their
fruit. Your threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last to the time for
sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the full and dwell in your land securely. I will give peace in the land,
and you shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid. And I will remove harmful beasts from the land, and
the sword shall not go through your land. You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the
sword. Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand, and your enemies
shall fall before you by the sword. I will turn to you and make you fruitful and multiply you and will confirm
my covenant with you. You shall eat old store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make way for the
new. I will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall not abhor you. And I will walk among you and
will be your God, and you shall be my people.
Leviticus 26:14-20 - "But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments, if you spurn
my statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, but break my
covenant, then I will do this to you: I will visit you with panic, with wasting disease and fever that consume
the eyes and make the heart ache. And you shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. I will set
my face against you, and you shall be struck down before your enemies. Those who hate you shall rule over
you, and you shall flee when none pursues you. And if in spite of this you will not listen to me, then I will
discipline you again sevenfold for your sins, and I will break the pride of your power, and I will make your
heavens like iron and your earth like bronze. And your strength shall be spent in vain, for your land shall not
yield its increase, and the trees of the land shall not yield their fruit.
Deuteronomy 28:1-6 - “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all
his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations
of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD
your God. Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of
your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young
of your flock. Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be when you come in,
and blessed shall you be when you go out.
Deuteronomy 28:7-14 - The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you.
They shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. The LORD will command the
blessing on you in your barns and in all that you undertake. And he will bless you in the land that the LORD
your God is giving you. The LORD will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if
you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. And all the peoples of the earth
shall see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid of you. And the LORD will
make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of
your ground, within the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give you. The LORD will open to you
his good treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your
hands. And you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. And the LORD will make you the head
and not the tail, and you shall only go up and not down, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your
God, which I command you today, being careful to do them, and if you do not turn aside from any of the
words that I command you today, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.
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The Cursings of the Mosaic Covenant:
Deuteronomy 28:15-20 – But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his
commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and
overtake you. Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the field. Cursed shall be your basket
and your kneading bowl. Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, the increase of
your herds and the young of your flock. Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when
you go out. “The LORD will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that you undertake to do,
until you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken
me.
Deuteronomy 28:21-34 - The LORD will make the pestilence stick to you until he has consumed you off the
land that you are entering to take possession of it. The LORD will strike you with wasting disease and with
fever, inflammation and fiery heat, and with drought and with blight and with mildew. They shall pursue you
until you perish. And the heavens over your head shall be bronze, and the earth under you shall be iron. The
LORD will make the rain of your land powder. From heaven dust shall come down on you until you are
destroyed. “The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You shall go out one way against
them and flee seven ways before them. And you shall be a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth. And your
dead body shall be food for all birds of the air and for the beasts of the earth, and there shall be no one to
frighten them away. The LORD will strike you with the boils of Egypt, and with tumors and scabs and itch,
of which you cannot be healed. The LORD will strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of
mind, and you shall grope at noonday, as the blind grope in darkness, and you shall not prosper in your ways.
And you shall be only oppressed and robbed continually, and there shall be no one to help you. You shall
betroth a wife, but another man shall ravish her. You shall build a house, but you shall not dwell in it. You
shall plant a vineyard, but you shall not enjoy its fruit. Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you
shall not eat any of it. Your donkey shall be seized before your face, but shall not be restored to you. Your
sheep shall be given to your enemies, but there shall be no one to help you. Your sons and your daughters
shall be given to another people, while your eyes look on and fail with longing for them all day long, but you
shall be helpless. A nation that you have not known shall eat up the fruit of your ground and of all your labors,
and you shall be only oppressed and crushed continually, so that you are driven mad by the sights that your
eyes see.
Deuteronomy 28:35-45 - The LORD will strike you on the knees and on the legs with grievous boils of which
you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head. “The LORD will bring you and
your king whom you set over you to a nation that neither you nor your fathers have known. And there you
shall serve other gods of wood and stone. And you shall become a horror, a proverb, and a byword among
all the peoples where the LORD will lead you away. You shall carry much seed into the field and shall gather
in little, for the locust shall consume it. You shall plant vineyards and dress them, but you shall neither drink
of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm shall eat them. You shall have olive trees throughout all your
territory, but you shall not anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives shall drop off. You shall father sons
and daughters, but they shall not be yours, for they shall go into captivity. The cricket shall possess all your
trees and the fruit of your ground. The sojourner who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you,
and you shall come down lower and lower. He shall lend to you, and you shall not lend to him. He shall be
the head, and you shall be the tail. “All these curses shall come upon you and pursue you and overtake you
till you are destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his commandments
and his statutes that he commanded you.
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Deuteronomy 28:46-57 - They shall be a sign and a wonder against you and your offspring forever. Because
you did not serve the LORD your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all
things, therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger and thirst,
in nakedness, and lacking everything. And he will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you.
The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the end of the earth, swooping down like the
eagle, a nation whose language you do not understand, a hard-faced nation who shall not respect the old or
show mercy to the young. It shall eat the offspring of your cattle and the fruit of your ground, until you are
destroyed; it also shall not leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase of your herds or the young of your flock,
until they have caused you to perish. “They shall besiege you in all your towns, until your high and fortified
walls, in which you trusted, come down throughout all your land. And they shall besiege you in all your towns
throughout all your land, which the LORD your God has given you. And you shall eat the fruit of your womb,
the flesh of your sons and daughters, whom the LORD your God has given you, in the siege and in the distress
with which your enemies shall distress you. The man who is the most tender and refined among you will
begrudge food to his brother, to the wife he embraces, and to the last of the children whom he has left, so
that he will not give to any of them any of the flesh of his children whom he is eating, because he has nothing
else left, in the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall distress you in all your towns. The most
tender and refined woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground
because she is so delicate and tender, will begrudge to the husband she embraces, to her son and to her
daughter, her afterbirth that comes out from between her feet and her children whom she bears, because
lacking everything she will eat them secretly, in the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall
distress you in your towns.
Deuteronomy 28:58-62 - If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this book,
that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, the LORD your God, then the LORD will bring on you
and your offspring extraordinary afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting, and sicknesses grievous and lasting.
And he will bring upon you again all the diseases of Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to
you. Every sickness also and every affliction that is not recorded in the book of this law, the LORD will bring
upon you, until you are destroyed. Whereas you were as numerous as the stars of heaven, you shall be left few
in number, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God.
Deuteronomy 28:63-68 - And as the LORD took delight in doing you good and multiplying you, so the LORD
will take delight in bringing ruin upon you and destroying you. And you shall be plucked off the land that you
are entering to take possession of it. “And the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the
earth to the other, and there you shall serve other gods of wood and stone, which neither you nor your fathers
have known. And among these nations you shall find no respite, and there shall be no resting place for the
sole of your foot, but the LORD will give you there a trembling heart and failing eyes and a languishing soul.
Your life shall hang in doubt before you. Night and day you shall be in dread and have no assurance of your
life. In the morning you shall say, ‘If only it were evening!’ and at evening you shall say, ‘If only it were
morning!’ because of the dread that your heart shall feel, and the sights that your eyes shall see. And the
LORD will bring you back in ships to Egypt, a journey that I promised that you should never make again;
and there you shall offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but there will be no
buyer.
Deu 27:26 “‘Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.’ And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen.’
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The Keeping of the Mosaic Law
Exodus 20:1-3 - And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me.
Exodus 32:4 - And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a
golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”
Exodus 20:4-6 - “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them
or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children
to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those
who love me and keep my commandments.
Exo 20:7-17 - You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him
guiltless who takes his name in vain.
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh
day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter,
your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you.
“You shall not murder.
“You shall not commit adultery.
“You shall not steal.
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or
his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.
III. Questions Related to the Mosaic Covenant
1. How do the two covenants work together?
Similar Blessings Attached to Both Covenants:
The Provision of Blessing
Genesis 12:2 - I will bless you. . .
Deuteronomy 7:13-14 - He will love you, bless you, and multiply you. He will also bless the fruit of your
womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase of your herds and
the young of your flock, in the land that he swore to your fathers to give you. You shall be blessed above
all peoples.
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The Provision of the Nation
Genesis 12:2 - And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great,
Deuteronomy 28:1 - “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all
his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the
nations of the earth.
The Provision of the Land
Genesis 12:1 - Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's
house to the land that I will show you.
Leviticus 26:5 - Your threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last
to the time for sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the full and dwell in your land securely.
Deuteronomy 6:3 - Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and
that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing
with milk and honey.
•

The Mosaic Covenant is known as an administrative covenant.
“The Mosaic covenant offered a specific generation of Abraham’s descendants the opportunity of
experiencing very specific aspects of that blessing (see Deut. 28) in the definite present, the here and now.
But that blessing was dependent on Israel’s obedience to the law of the covenant. Disobedience to the
law would not only remove the experience of blessing, but would bring God’s curse upon them-- the
radical contrary of a blessed life (see the curses listed in Deut. 28)” (Darrell Bock and Craig Blaising)
Dr. Larry Pettegrew on the Mosaic Covenant:
The Administration by the Mosaic Covenant
•

Made with a nation, so the nation, under the administration of the Mosaic covenant, could either be a
nation of faith, or a nation of unbelief.

•

When in unbelief, worshipping another god, the nation received cursing rather than blessing.

•

But God always maintained a remnant within the nation, regardless of its apostasy. Cf. 1 Kings 19:1418; Isa. 10:20-23; Zech. 8:11-13

•

The promises of the Mosaic covenant fulfilled in each generation of the descendants of the patriarch,
with either blessing or curse.
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2. Why was the Mosaic covenant conditional?
Galatians 3:8 - And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”
Galatians 3:19 - Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come
to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary.
“So in the Abrahamic Covenant, God says, "I will bless." And in the Mosaic Covenant, God says, "I will
curse." In the Abrahamic Covenant, God says, "I will." and in the Mosaic Covenant, God says, "You
better." In the Abrahamic Covenant, you have promise; in the Mosaic Covenant, you have threat.
There was nothing universally thorough in the Abrahamic Covenant to unfold man's lost condition and
incapacity for self-redemption. And. . .that is essential knowledge for understanding the meaning of the
sacrifice of Christ.
So in order to grasp the significance of Christ bearing the curse for the sinner and giving the sinner His
righteousness. . . we have to understand the curse. So the Abrahamic Covenant had to be supplemented
with the Mosaic Covenant in order that men might understand, listen, that there is combination of things
that operate in salvation; faith and repentance, faith and repentance.” (John MacArthur)
Matthew 5:17-18 - “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a
dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
Galatians 3:13-14 - Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham
might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.
Hebrews 8:13 - In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming
obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.
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