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I. Introduction
•

Last Series: The Eternal Faithfulness of God
Deuteronomy 7:9 - Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations,
Psalm 36:5 - Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.
Major Covenants of Scripture:
o Abrahamic Covenant
o Mosaic Covenant
o Davidic Covenant
o New Covenant
Luke 22:20 -And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the
new covenant in my blood.

•

This Series: One Voice – Diligently Guarding the Unity of the Church
Romans 15:5-6 - May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with
one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Context of Romans 14-15: Quarreling over Opinions
Romans 14:1- As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.
Romans 14:15-17 - For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. By
what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. So do not let what you regard as good be
spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Romans 14:21 - It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to
stumble.
1 Corinthians 8:13 – Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my
brother stumble.
Romans 15:1 - We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to
please ourselves.
Romans 15:5-6 - May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with
one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

II. The Importance of Church Unity – A Survey of Scripture
A. Old Testament Celebrations of Relational Unity
Psalm 133:1-3 - A Song of Ascents. Of David. Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
in unity! It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running
down on the collar of his robes! It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For
there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they
fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him
up!
B. New Testament Revelation – The Church as the “Mystery” of God
Ephesians 3:4-6 - When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was
not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same
body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Topic of Church Unity Addressed to Numerous Churches:
1 Corinthians 1:10-14 - I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same
judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my
brothers. What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow
Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the
name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,
Galatians 5:16 - But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
Galatians 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness,
orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not
inherit the kingdom of God.
Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:25-26 - If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
1 Corinthians 3:1-5 - But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh,
as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you
are not yet ready, for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you
not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I
follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through
whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.
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Unity in the Midst of Differing Opinions:
Romans 14:1 -As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.
Romans 14:4 - Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another?
Continuing NT Survey:
Ephesians 4:1-3 - I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling
to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another
in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
•

spoudazō - to make effort, be prompt or earnest: - do (give) diligence, be diligent (forward), to labour.

Kindred Membership Covenant
Therefore, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to join Kindred Community Church, uniting with its members
as Christ’s body of believers, agreeing with its statement of doctrine and submitting to the Board of Elders.
As a part of my covenant to God, and to the members of KCC, I commit myself to the following:
1) I will protect the unity of my church by acting in love towards other members, by refusing to gossip,
and by following the leadership. (Romans 15:19, 1 Peter 1:22, Ephesians 4:29, Hebrews 13:17)
Ephesians 4:2 - with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
Ephesians 4:4-6 - There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs
to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through
all and in all.
Philippians 1:27 - Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come
and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving
side by side for the faith of the gospel,
Philippians 2:1-4 - So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others.
Philippians 2:14-15 - Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among
whom you shine as lights in the world,
Philippians 4:2-3 - I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. Yes, I ask you also, true
companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement
and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.
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Colossians 3:12-16 - Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.
1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 - Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to
you, and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for
you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming
of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
James 4:1-2 - What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions
are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.
James 4:6, 10 - “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”. . . Humble yourselves before
the Lord, and he will exalt you.
1 Peter 3:8-11 - Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a
humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you
were called, that you may obtain a blessing. For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him
keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let
him seek peace and pursue it.
Revelation 4:8-11 - And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around
and within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who
was and is and is to come!” And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him
who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who
is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the
throne, saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created
all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”
III. The Kingdom of Heaven is Distinct from the Kingdom of this World
John 18:36 - Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not
from the world.”
Matthew 5:3-12 - “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.
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