
ENGAGE THE FOOL 
(Proverbs 26:4, 5) 

 
THEME: How will the world know that we are Christ’s? According to John 13:34, 35, our primary mark 
of love for Christ is seen in our love for other believers. But another defining mark is necessary 
according to Matthew 5:43–47. Christians must also be known for our wise, loving involvement in the 
lives of the lost. “Biblical peopling” calls us to love both our closest friends in the Lord and our 
everyday enemies with wisdom from His word. Here are three key questions in order to learn how to 
live skillfully in the fear of the Lord with the lost: 
 
OUTLINE: 

1. Who is the ___________? 
 
 
 
 

2. What is his ____________? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How should the fool be __________________? 
 

a. ___________________ answer: When you relate to him in such a way that you 
___________________ his worldview (26:4). 

 
i. Don’t become like him in your _______________ 

 
ii. Don’t become like him in your _______________ 

 
 

b. ________________ answer: When you lovingly, graciously help him see the 
__________________ of his worldview (26:5). 



APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
James 1:22 says, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” These questions are designed to help you 
apply today’s message to your life. We encourage you to thoughtfully answer these questions and discuss your answers with others. For 
more information about joining a Grow Group that uses these questions as the basis for weekly discussion, prayer, and accountability, 
please call the church office at (936) 582-1977. 

 

1. What person or people are in your life that fit the biblical description of a fool? 
 

2. When was the last time you engaged a worldview that was unbiblical? How did it go? What do 
you think you did well? What do you wish you did differently? What did you learn from that 
experience? 

 
 

3. What philosophies of life have you engaged recently with unbelievers? Was theology being 
attacked? If so, how did you attempt to defend it? (Think Creator/creature distinction, revelation 
of God as objective truth and standard of all morality, man being made in God’s image with 
purpose and the ability to reason with logic, sinful living being fundamental desire to live 
independent of God, the problem of evil, the only way of salvation being in Jesus, different 
apologetic methods like evidentialism and/or presuppositionalism, how can we know what we 
know, etc.) 

 
 
 

4. How much have you studied or heard about Christian “apologetics,” the rational defense of the 
Christian faith? How are apologetics and evangelism similar? How do they differ? What is most 
important to remember when you are trying to defend the Christian faith (read 2 Cor 10:5; 1 Pet 
3:15; Col 2:8; 1 Cor 2:10–16)? 

 
 
 

5. Can you remember a time when you gave an answer to an objector where you compromised 
your biblical convictions? How about a time when you started to become and/or sound just like 
the fool with which you were talking? 

 
 
 

6. Can you think of a time when you knew you should have answered the fool, but you did not? 
How often does that happen when you are around non-believers? If you had to try and discern 
what your motive was in not speaking up, what would it be?  


