
VIRTUES MR2023



RETREAT APP
Download the LCC App to access retreat
resources through your mobile device. 
 Resources include Facility Map, Nearby
Restaurants, Session Notes, and access to
the Spotify Playlist.

VIRTUES
 

WELCOME

Thank you for taking the time to spend the weekend together with us! We have been praying for
you and are excited for what the Lord has in store for us as we explore the Virtues of Grace. We
pray this is a refreshing time for you. We also pray that this weekend is an opportunity for you
to connect with other brothers and that what we experience together will encourage your heart
and your relationship with the Lord. - KEITH COLLINS, REGIONAL LEADER

GREETING
MR2023

OFFSITE COFFEE AND DINING
BAR & GRILL

11A-10P
11A-9P
11A-10P

COSMO'S
FLORA BAMA YACHT CLUB
HURRICANE GRILL & WINGS

BARBECUE
11A-8PMOE'S ORIGINAL BBQ

COFFEE
6:30A-5P
7A-9P
6A-5P
7A-12P

SOUTHERN GRIND (INDIGO)
SOUTHERN GRIND (WHARF)
STARBUCKS
WEST BEACH COFFEE HOUSE

SEAFOOD
11A-7:30P
11A-9P
11A-10P
5P-9P

DOC'S
FISHER'S (DOCKSIDE)
GT'S ON THE BAY
LOUISIANA LAGNIAPPE

Hours subject to change.

ONSITE DINING
HOURS ON

FACILITY PAGE

https://subsplash.com/lakeviewchristiancenter/app
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Having served in a myriad of pastoral ministry roles for over 50 years, Benny
pastors Redeemer Church at Lake Nona in Orlando.  He and his wife Sheree

have been married since 1973 and have seven children.  They also founded
Redeemer Counseling Group, a ministry to walk alongside, mentor, and care

for others, to help build a culture of mercy and care in the local church.

Keith graduated from Toccoa Falls Bible College in 1995 and the Sovereign
Grace Pastor's College in 2012.  Using both his pastoral and musical gifts,
Keith has served in multiple Sovereign Grace churches. He currently leads
Risen Life Church in Melbourne, FL as the Senior Pastor. He and his wife
Kristen have been married since 1994 and have three daughters.

Billy earned his BBA and MBA from New Mexico State. In 1987, Billy
resigned a successful career at Shell Oil to serve in full-time ministry,
pastoring at Lakeview Christian Center before relocating in 1993 to 

serve as the senior pastor of Sovereign Grace Church in Midland, Tx. 
This year marks Billy's 30th year of faithful leadership in Midland. He

and his wife Jan have been married since 1986 and have three sons.

BILLY RAIES

As the senior pastor of Lakeview Christian Center, Keith leads the pastoral
staff and the extended leadership team. He is responsible for preaching,
teaching, and pastoral counseling and helps to cast vision for the overall
direction of the church. Keith also serves as the Regional Leader for the
Southeast Region of Sovereign Grace Churches.  He and his wife Gina 
have been married since 1991 and have seven children.

KEITH COLLINS

BENNY PHILLIPS

KEITH BUNTING

SPEAKERS

MR2023

http://sovereigngrace.com/regional-leaders
http://sovereigngrace.com/


FRIDAY

 5:00P
6:00P

 7:00P

LOCATION
LOBBY
BALLROOM LOBBY
BALLROOM

REGISTRATION OPENS
COFFEE RECEPTION
SESSION 1

SATURDAY

 7:30A
 9:00A
10:45A
11:00A
11:15A
1:00P

 4:00P
 6:00P

 

LOCATION
GRAND REEF
BALLROOM

BALLROOM

BEACH DECK
BALLROOM

BREAKFAST
SESSION 2
BREAK
DEVOTION DIRECTION
DEVOTION TIME
LUNCH/SMALL GROUP
SESSION 3
DINNER/FREE TIME/
ACTIVITIES IN BALLROOM LOBBY

SUNDAY

 7:30A
 8:30A
 9:45A

 
 
 

11:00A
12:00P

LOCATION
GRAND REEF
GRAND REEF

BALLROOM
SALON FGH
SAND DOLLAR
BALLROOM

BREAKFAST
SMALL GROUP
BREAKOUTS
  LEADERSHIP IN THE HOME
  TOOLS FOR APPLYING TRUTH
  VICES
WORSHIP/MINISTRY TIME
ROOM CHECKOUT

VIRTUES
 

SCHEDULE
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MAIN SESSIONS
IN BALLROOM

BREAKFAST/
SMALL GROUP

LUNCH/
SMALL
GROUP
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FACILITY

MR2023

HUMBLE, JOYFUL
LEADERSHIP
IN THE HOME
BILLY RAIES
BALLROOM

TOOLS FOR 
APPLYING TRUTH
KEITH BUNTING

SALON FGH

VICES
BENNY PHILLIPS

SAND DOLLAR

ONSITE RESTAURANTS
COASTAL COFFEE
LATITUDE 30
LOBBY LOUNGE
PIZZA CO.
SPLASH BAR & GRILL

7A-2P
7A-11A; 5P-10P
6:30P-10P
12P-8P
CLOSED
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SESSION 1



NOTES
SPEAKER:

TITLE:
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SESSION 2



NOTES
SPEAKER:

TITLE:
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PERSONAL DEVOTIONS

We set this time aside each year for silence, reflection, and meditation - a
time for you to personally hear from the Holy Spirit.  Please find a quiet

space, reflect on what the Lord has been doing in your heart lately (even this
weekend!), and meditate on ways you can trust and treasure Christ more.  If

you'd like some help getting started, feel free to read the included article 
A Tool for Reading the Bible Devotionally by Erik Raymond.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/erik-raymond/a-tool-for-reading-the-bible-devotionally/


NOTES
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PERSONAL DEVOTIONS

MR2023

ERIK RAYMOND, THE GOSPEL COALITION | MARCH 31, 2021

Sometimes we make reading the Bible more difficult than it is. I want to help eliminate the
excuses by establishing healthy patterns for reading the Word. Over the years I’ve used the
acronym CRAM to help me to read God’s Word devotionally. CRAM stands for Character of
God, Responsibility, Attitude and Actions, and Meditation. I explain it below and provide an
example of how to do it. The goal is to lead you to prayer to and delight in God through
Christ. CRAM is not an exhaustive Bible study but a devotional Bible study aimed at the
head, heart, and hands.

Character of God
The point of Bible study is to encounter God. While we may not find God mentioned in every
verse, the goal of reading the Bible is to learn more about who God is. When we read the
Bible, we should be asking God to help open our eyes to behold wonderful things about him
from his Word. When we read the Bible, we should be asking, What does this passage teach
me about who God is? Perhaps it reveals something about God’s attributes, promises, law, or
providence. It could be straightforward like in Ex. 32:5–8, or it could be revealed via the
narrative (Gen. 19:1–29, Gen. 50:15–21, or the book of Esther). Before looking for personal
application, consider the theological understanding. This will shape the personal application.

Write down what you see.

Responsibility
Next, ask, What does God require from people from this text? Is there something
commanded? Is there something modeled that reflects what God has prescribed elsewhere
in the Bible? Sometimes it’s straightforward, for example, the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20).
Other times, it may be referenced on the way to a parable or narrative (Luke 18:9). It could
be shown through the course of the narrative (Luke 19:28–40). In the New Testament, so
much of the discourse writing can help you understand the Old Testament narratives. If you
can answer the question: what does God expect or require from people here, then you are
on the right track.

Write down what you find.

A TOOL FOR READING THE BIBLE
DEVOTIONALLY



Attitude and Actions
Content with moving the bookmark forward or learning new information, we can be
tempted to skip over this crucial step. But growth comes by pressing down the light of
Scripture upon our hearts to reveal the idols lurking in the shadows. What we’re doing here
is connecting the dots from the Character of God and the Responsibility in the passage to
our own lives. We’re asking: What does this reveal about my attitude and actions?

Write down what you discover.

Meditation
Here we are asking how the study of this passage vectors me to trust and treasure Christ
more. When we look at what God requires and how we fall short, we can then consider how
Christ perfectly lived where we failed and died to pay the penalty for our sin. In other
words, we are looking to discover how Jesus saves us from our law breaking by his doing
and dying for us.

Furthermore, I like to grab a phrase or verse from the passage that sticks out to me. I’ll
often write it down or try to memorize it and then keep it with me throughout the day as a
spiritual lozenge. Just turn it over in your mind and heart as a prayer prompt for delight.
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PERSONAL DEVOTIONS
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A TOOL FOR READING THE BIBLE
DEVOTIONALLY (CONTINUED)

[Example provided online]

Why do we read the Bible? Reading the Bible is intended to procure our worship by revealing
who God is, what he expects from us, where we fall short, and how Christ is just the Savior we
need. There are many helpful tools that help Christians to read the Bible in this way. Early on
in my ministry, when I was an intern, a pastor at the church developed an acronym that we
used to help disciple people. It’s simple and versatile (it’s also easy to use in family devotions,
small groups, or in one on one Bible reading). Over the last two decades, I’ve continued to
use it and share it with others. I share it with you hoping it serves you well also.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/erik-
raymond/a-tool-for-reading-the-bible-devotionally/

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/erik-raymond/a-tool-for-reading-the-bible-devotionally/
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small group



RAY ORTLAND, THE GOSPEL COALITION | SEPTEMBER 24, 2020

Gospel + safety + time. It’s what everyone needs. 
A lot of gospel + a lot of safety + a lot of time.

Gospel: good news for bad people through the finished work of Christ on the
cross and the endless power of the Holy Spirit. Multiple exposures. Constant
immersion. Wave upon wave of grace and truth, according to the Bible.

Safety: a non-accusing environment. No embarrassing anyone. No cornering
anyone. No shaming. But respect and sympathy and listening and
understanding, so that people can exhale and open up and unburden their
souls. A church environment where no one seeking the Lord has anything to
fear.

Time: no pressure. Not even self-imposed pressure. No deadlines on growth.
Urgency, but not hurry, because no one changes quickly. A lot of “space” for
complicated people to rethink their lives at a deep level. God is patient.

This is what our churches must be: 
gentle environments of gospel + safety + time. 
It’s where we’re finally free to grow.

Come prepared to talk with other brothers about your experience at the Men's
Retreat.  Consider some of your answers to the Truck Stop questions from your ride
down as well as some of your answers to your personal devotion time.  Here are
some things to keep in mind when engaging with the guys in your small group.

GOSPEL + SAFETY + TIME = 
A CHURCH WHERE ANYONE CAN GROW

HTTPS://WWW.THEGOSPELCOALITION.ORG/BLOGS/RAY-ORTLUND/GOSPEL-SAFETY-TIME/
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SMALL GROUP GROUND RULES

MR2023

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/ray-ortlund/gospel-safety-time/
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SESSION 3



NOTES
SPEAKER:

TITLE:
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BREAKOUTS

HUMBLE, JOYFUL LEADERSHIP
IN THE HOME
BILLY RAIES
BALLROOM

TOOLS FOR 
APPLYING TRUTH
KEITH BUNTING

SALON FGH

VICES
BENNY PHILLIPS
SAND DOLLAR



NOTES
SPEAKER:

TITLE:
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCeS



SPECIAL INTEREST

KIDS
EXPLORING
THE BIBLE

DAVID MURRAY

FOR WOMEN
FEMININE
APPEAL

CAROLYN MAHANEY

DEVOTIONAL
TAKE

HEART
DAVID POWLISON

MARRIAGE
WHEN SINNERS

SAY "I DO"
DAVE HARVEY

CHRISTIAN LIVING

COMMUNITY
CARING FOR

ONE ANOTHER
ED WELCH

INTRO
DELIGHTING

IN THE TRINITY
MICHAEL REEVES

PRODUCTIVITY
DO MORE
BETTER

TIM CHALLIES

GROWTH
YOU CAN
CHANGE

TIM CHESTER

SESSION application

HUMILITY
THE JOY OF SELF-
FORGETFULNESS

GAVIN ORTLAND

TOOLS
HABITS OF

GRACE
DAVID MATHIS

JOY IN ROLES
DESIGNED
FOR JOY

PARNELL/STRACHAN

VICES
THE DEATH
OF PORN

RAY ORTLAND

https://www.crossway.org/books/exploring-the-bible-layflat/
https://www.crossway.org/books/exploring-the-bible-layflat/
https://www.crossway.org/books/feminine-appeal-tpb-2/
https://www.crossway.org/books/feminine-appeal-tpb-2/
https://newgrowthpress.com/christian-books/devotionals-books/take-heart-daily-devotions-to-deepen-your-faith/
https://newgrowthpress.com/christian-books/devotionals-books/take-heart-daily-devotions-to-deepen-your-faith/
https://www.shepherdpress.com/products/when-sinners-say-i-do/
https://www.shepherdpress.com/products/when-sinners-say-i-do/
https://www.crossway.org/books/caring-for-one-another-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/caring-for-one-another-tpb/
https://www.ivpress.com/delighting-in-the-trinity
https://www.ivpress.com/delighting-in-the-trinity
https://www.challies.com/do-more-better/
https://www.challies.com/do-more-better/
https://www.crossway.org/books/you-can-change-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/you-can-change-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/humility-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/humility-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/habits-of-grace-case/
https://www.crossway.org/books/habits-of-grace-case/
https://www.crossway.org/books/designed-for-joy-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/designed-for-joy-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/the-death-of-porn-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/the-death-of-porn-tpb/


MR2023 PLAYLIST

What's one way you encountered the Lord this
weekend?  What are some memorable moments
from the weekend you'd want to share with
someone who didn't attend?  What was convicting
or encouraging for you about our study on virtues?

1

Is there a small group you can join?
Is there a marriage course you and your wife can attend together?
Is there a men's bible study or book study you could start or join?
Who are some brothers in your church you'd like to get to know better? 
 What are some plans you can make to connect with them?
Consider forming a group to walk through the Sovereign Grace Journal
and accompanying small group questions included in your binder.

What does your personal devotion time look like back home?  What are some
ways the Lord met you during that time this weekend?  What are some ways
you can continue to develop this time with the Lord?

What are some ways you can continue to grow in community this year?3

2

What are some things the Lord might have you
share with your wife, parents, or friends?
What are some things you'd like to change with
your relationship with your wife, kids, parents,
or grandchildren?

What are some ways this retreat has encouraged
you in your family life?
Where applicable:

Spend some time praying about how you might
grow as a result of what you experienced at the
retreat.

7

8
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YOUR RETURN QUESTIONS

MR2023

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/66E0cXV61r2ug0r4rTgHJo?si=da822944fc8d48f8


Sovereign Grace Church - Prattville, AL

Crossway Community Church - Crestview, FL

Grace Church - Gotha, FL

Redeemer Church - Orlando, FL

Risen Life Church - Melbourne, FL

Sovereign Grace Church - LaGrange, GA

Sovereign Grace Church - Woodstock, GA

Christ Community Church - Covington, LA

Lakeview Christian Center - New Orleans, LA

Kingdom Life Church - Nassau, Bahamas

Grace Family Church - St. Catharine, Jamaica

        - Matt Turner, Robert Jacobson

        - Jim Brown

        - Wayne Brooks, Josh Murphy

        - Benny Phillips, Jesse Phillips

        - Keith Bunting, Rich Malone

        - Russell Tusing

        - Aaron Anderson, Philip Friesen

        - Jeff Ehrhardt, (Provisional: Keith Collins, 
          Pete Schefferstein)

        - Keith Collins, Peter Davidson, Frank Loria, Steve Roberts,  
          Phil Widener

        - Cedric Moss

        - Joel Bain, Sheldon Campbell, Sean Taylor

SOUTHEAST
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

OF ELDERS

https://mysovgrace.church/
http://crosswayfl.org/
https://gracechurchorlando.org/
http://lakenonachurch.com/
https://www.risenlifechurch.org/
http://sgclagrange.com/
https://sgcatlanta.org/
https://christcchurch.org/
https://lakeviewchristiancenter.com/
http://kingdom-life.org/
http://gracefam.church/

