The Watchmen Workshop
LCC Discipleship
An Introduction to the LCC Prayer Ministry

LCC DISCIPLESHIP
OUTLINE
(1) Essentials for Developing a Personal Prayer Life
(2) Essentials for Developing an Intercessory Prayer Life
(3) Understanding Prayer as Ministry to Others

The Watchmen
Workshop
ADDENDUMS

(4) Intercessory Prayer Team
(5) Addendum – Articles, Scriptures, & helpful resources

On your walls, O Jerusalem,
I have set watchmen;
all the day and all the night
they shall never be silent.
You who put the Lord in
remembrance, take no rest,
and give him no rest
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until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it a praise in the earth.
Isaiah 62:6-7

The purpose of the “Prayer
Workshop” is to provide
essential and repeatable
content that equips the
church corporately and
individually for a biblical
prayer life.
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“Personal Prayer Workshop”
INTRO …The Facts of Prayer Life

[more thoughts on How to Make a Paper Airplane]

“I once thought in my ignorance, that most people said their prayers, and many people prayed.
I have lived to think differently. I have come to the conclusion that the great majority of
professing Christians do not pray at all. I know this sounds very shocking, and will startle many.
But I am satisfied that prayer is just one of those things which is thought a ‘matter of course,’
and, like many matters of course, is shamefully neglected. It is ‘everybody’s business;’ and, as
is often happens in such cases, it is a business carried on by very few. It is one of those private
transactions between God and our souls which no eye sees, and therefore one which there is
every temptation to pass over and leave undone.” J.C. Ryle, “Practical Religion”, p. 68

“Let’s be honest, persistent prayer is difficult. …Why do we find such persistence so hard? It is
because the world, the flesh, and the devil combine to oppose all forms of the life of prayer and
to resist all our efforts to live it.
The world, meaning community life organized without and against God, will seek to distract
and derail us from our praying by implying that this is a weird and pointless way to behave. The
broad way of the world, namely, living without regard for God, is a way that it has always been
tempting to lapse into. We want to do what other people do, and they do not pray constantly, so
why should we? They fill their lives with this-worldly activities and involvements, so that in any
case prayer is ruled out for lack of time, and why should we not do the same? J.I. Packer and
Carolyn Nystrom, “Praying”, p. 226
…Prayer is DIFFICULT—(Revisiting the Paper Airplane)
“community life organized without and against God” …How is my

life ‘organized’? …What priorities have been generated for me to find a
parking space for in my limited time, energy, and attention?

…Prayer is NECESSARY
“a weird and pointless way to behave” …Do we believe that prayer

doesn’t really matter?
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“…it is simply staggering that God would ordain—now get this—that God the sovereign ruler
of the universe would ordain that prayers cause things. Prayers cause things to happen that
would not happen if you didn’t pray. …Listen to this. When James 4:2 says: ‘You do not have
because you do not ask,’ that does not mean you would have anyway even if you didn’t ask,
because I have got a plan. The verse doesn’t mean the opposite of what it says. It says you
have not because you ask not. That means prayer causes things to happen that wouldn’t
happen if you didn’t pray, which is why this is a staggeringly glorious privilege to be taken by
the sovereign God of the universe who rules all things according to his infinite wisdom and
folded into his causality. This is breathtaking. If you do not avail yourself of the privilege of
bringing to pass events in the universe that would not take place if you didn’t pray, you are
acting like a colossal fool, aren’t you?” John Piper, “Pray Like This: Hallowed Be Thy Name”
… “Prayers cause things to happen that would not happen if you didn’t pray”
… “avail yourself of the privilege of bringing to pass events in the universe
that would not take place if you didn’t pray”

A Personal Prayer Life
“Without a meaningful and effective personal prayer life, you will not pursue or experience a
significant intercessory prayer life.”
“To attempt to live the Christian life as an individual or to advance the Gospel as a church
without adequate personal prayer and bible study is to “Install” unexplained and unknown
difficulties into your life and ministry.”
At a personal level, Prayer is like the “digestive tract” of the Christian Life …Where reading
& teaching/preaching may be likened to taking in and tasting and chewing—prayer is what takes the
‘nutrients’ of God’s revelation and distributes it into our lives! (too many come to a service and

chew, but don’t swallow!)

…Prayer imparts needed self-contemplation and conviction; prayer rescues us from self-ignorance
and pride
…Prayer awakens faith and courage and boldness
…Prayer awakens awareness of God’s nearness and personal communication
…Prayer communicates calling and direction
Many neglect prayer to such an extent that their spiritual life gradually dies out. ...We do not
have time, we say. Or we forget to pray. The result is that we go about at home and in the
assembly of believers like spiritual cripples or dwarfs, spiritually starved and emaciated, with
scarcely enough strength to stand on our own feet, not to speak of fighting against sin and
serving the Lord.” O. Hallesby, “Prayer”, p. 36
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…The reason this “Prayer Workshop” starts with Personal Prayer Before
Intercessory or Ministry Prayer is THIS! …Effective intercession and
ministry flows out of a life of faith that is living at the edge of its seat!

“…prayer is not Simply the solitaire exploration of your own subjectivity. You are with Another,
and he is unique. God is the only person from whom you can hide nothing. Before him you will
unavoidably come to see yourself in a new, unique light. Prayer, therefore, leads to a selfknowledge that is impossible to achieve any other way.” Timothy Keller, “Prayer”, p 12
“[John Owen] exhorted his hearers to ‘get an experience of the power of the gospel …in and upon
your own hearts, or all your profession is an expiring thing.’ This heart experience of the gospel’s
power can happen only through prayer—both publicly in the gathered Christian assembly and
privately in meditation.” Timothy Keller, “Prayer”, p. 15
…You will NOT sustain a prayer life without meaningful
interaction with the Holy Spirit in your times of prayer!

“Prayer is such a great effort to most of us because we do not pray right. And for that reason, too,
the results are not commensurate with the effort put forth. This is without question, the reason
for the slothfulness which afflicts so many of those who pray.” O. Hallesby, “Prayer”, p. 42

Tools for Building a Personal Prayer Life
…This is a ‘Workshop’ event more than a ‘preaching event’—so I want to emphasize practicals more
than motivation.
“…how, then, do we actually learn how to pray? …I made four practical changes to my life of private
devotion. First, I took several months to go through the Psalms, summarizing each one. That enabled me
to begin praying through the Psalms regularly… The second thing I did was always to put in a time of
meditation as a transitional discipline between my Bible reading and my time of prayer. Third, I did all I
could to pray morning and evening rather than only in the morning. Fourth, I began praying with greater
expectation. …The changes took some time to bear fruit, but after sustaining these practices for about
two years, I began to have some breakthroughs. Despite ups and downs since then, I have found new
sweetness in Christ and new bitterness, too, because I could now see my heart more clearly in the new
light of vital prayer. In other words, there were more restful experiences of love as well as more wrestling
to see God triumph over evil, both in my own heart and in the world. These two experiences of prayer…
grew together like twin trees. One stimulates the other. The result was a spiritual liveliness and strength
that this Christian minister, for all my preaching, had not had before.” Tim Keller, “Prayer”, p. 17-18
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Personal Prayer Toolbox

 Time + Place + Practice
 Organized Approach – Prayer Model(s)
 Content: God’s Word + Spirit Revelation =
Burden

Time + Place + Practice


Time …Think daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly








Daily …choose as consistent of a time as possible in your daily
routine to install your prayer time, and try to choose a time that you
are MOST likely to be successful at making use of. If you are not a
morning person, then trying to get up extra early probably won’t be
your best choice.
Weekly …allow for some days to have a unique variety to them (a
longer weekend time slot or certain days that you use to strengthen
meditation and the content of your prayer life.
Monthly …plan to have moments where you are getting fresh input,
reading something helpful on prayer, or taking an extended time to
pray.
Yearly …Consider doing a personal prayer retreat. This could be a
time where you are waiting on the Lord for direction, planning, or
communion with the Holy Spirit. It will be helpful to plan for a time
to re-envision your approach to prayer on a regular basis—i.e. you’ll
need to pick up your paper airplane and give it a fresh toss!

NOTES
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Time …think quality of time and not just quantity




NOTES

The realities of life will mean you don’t have unlimited time for your
prayer times, but you want to figure out ways to give enough time
for it to be meaningful, and also to consider having some times
available that afford greater “quality” of experience—i.e. the ability
to “pray until you pray”. Waiting, listening, and praying out of a
burden that’s been awakened by the Spirit is not like baking a cake
or reading a chapter from the Bible—sometimes you encounter the
Holy Spirit’s leading in 15 minutes, sometimes 50 minutes,
sometimes not at all.

Place… the Lord has sovereignly watched over the details of your life, so

the ‘places’ He has made available to you are the ones you’ll need to make
use of. Moses went up on a mountain and Jesus withdrew to the wilderness
…but if you don’t have a mountain or a wilderness, you will need to at least
find a place that affords you the opportunity to be focused and minimally
interrupted.
 Solitary places around your home: walk-in closet, a home office, an
unused bedroom, a bathroom, a back porch, etc.
 Away from home settings: go for a walk, go park by the Lake or a
park, etc.



Practice… whether your prayer times are immediately rewarding, slowly rewarding, or suddenly

unrewarding, having a prayer life means continuing to apply yourself to time, place, and a heart that
is engaged and eager.
Approaching God in Prayer
Quietude
Thanksgiving & Praise
Meditation
Order & Argument
Petitions



Approaching God in Prayer …in an age of instant
access, informality, and fast-paced priorities it is hard
to make a case for something that is slow, deliberate,
contemplative, and formal. But the Bible makes
numerous presentations about being “careful” in how
we approach God, and it even reveals some fairly
lengthy formalities—the Tabernacle and the O.T.
festivals. The meaningfulness of our prayer times will
actually benefit from observing some helpful
approach elements.

Quietude – The essential practice of making our minds and hearts available to the Holy Spirit
and quieted from the noise of our lives
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“…It is necessary for us to withdraw at regular intervals and enable our souls to attain that
quietude and inward composure which are essential if we would hear the voice of God.
…Men who pray are not aware of this. As soon as they enter into their secret chamber they
begin at once to speak with God. Do not do that, my friend. Take plenty of time before you
begin to speak. Let quietude wield its influence upon you. Let the fact that you are alone
assert itself. Give your soul time to get released from the many outward things. Give God
time to play the prelude to prayer for the benefit of your distracted soul. Let the devotional
attitude, the attitude of holy passivity, open all the doors of the soul leading into the realm
of eternal things.” O. Hallesby, “Prayer”, p. 93-94
“Let the first rule of right prayer then be, to have our heart and mind framed
as becomes those who are entering into converse with God. …laying aside
carnal thoughts and cares which might interfere with the direct and pure
contemplation of God.” John Calvin, “Institutes of the Christian Religion”





Thanksgiving & Praise – appropriate awareness of what God has done
and who God has been must inform our thoughts about what he will do.
Meditation – Content that stirs our faith and informs our prayers.
Meditation is a form of engaged contemplation, listening, and
responding. This is an environment that is ripe for the Holy Spirit to
reveal and enlighten and speak.
Order & Argument (See Addendum for Charles Spurgeon message:
“Order and Argument in Prayer”) – We are appearing before the high
court of heaven, the Throne of the King …let us bring our reasonings and
arguments for the kingdom to come
“First, it is necessary that our suit be ordered before God. There is a
vulgar notion that prayer is a very easy thing, a kind of common
business that may be done in any way, without care or effort. …The
ancient saints were accustomed to ordering their cause before God.
For example, a petitioner coming into court does not come there to
state his case on the spur of the moment. Certainly not. He enters
into the audience chamber with his suit well prepared. Moreover,
he has learned how he ought to behave himself in the presence of
the great one to whom he is appealing. In times of peril and distress
we may fly to God just as we are, as the dove enters the cleft of the
rock even though her plumes are ruffled; however, in ordinary times
we should not come with an unprepared spirit, even as a child does
not come to his father in the morning until he has washed his face.”
Charles Spurgeon, “Order and Argument in Prayer”



Petitions – asking for specific things

NOTES
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Prayer Models
One of the best ways to insure a weak and unattractive prayer life is to develop ruts that become
familiar and lack meaningful engagement. This is not usually a problem when you are just starting out,
but it can become one soon, if you are praying often and seeking to spend a decent amount of time
engaged. A helpful and biblically revealed approach to prayer is to have the help of a prayer model.
 The Disciple’s Prayer (“The Our Father”) …
The Disciple’s Prayer
Father

The Disciple’s Prayer

In Heaven
Holy is your Name
Thy Kingdom Come
Thy Will be done on Earth
Daily Bread

God’s Presence
God’s PROVISION
God’s PARDON
God’s PROTECTION
(from “Prayer” by John Onwuchekwa)

Forgiveness & Forgiving
Temptations & Deliverance
Evil

 Scripture Passages …choose passages that provide a bit of an ‘outline’ of various topics or focal
points for prayer
“Christians just setting out on the path of prayer sometimes pray for everything they can think
of, glance at their watches, and discover they have been at it for all of three or four minutes. This
experience sometimes generates feelings of defeat, discouragement, even despair. A great way
to begin to overcome this problem is to pray through various biblical passages.” D.A. Carson
(quoted in “Praying the Bible” by Donald Whitney)
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“For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2 But though we

had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in
our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict. 3 For our appeal

does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive…” 1 Thessalonians 2:1-3

Excerpted from Donald Whitney’s book, “Praying the Bible” (p. 56-58)
Let's look at how praying through several verses together in a New Testament letter might go.
Suppose the passage you choose is 1Thessalonians 2. …You read verse one: “For you yourselves
know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain.” Then perhaps you pray: “Thank you,
Lord, for the one who came to me with your gospel. Thank you for his/her faithfulness to share
the words of eternal life in Jesus. Thank you for opening my eyes to my need for your
Salvation so that I did not receive your gospel in vain.”
After you say all that comes to mind from verse one, you turn to verse 2: “But though we had
already suffered and then shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know…” The words “suffered
and been shamefully treated” stand out to you because of the suffering in your own life at present.
So you pray about matters related to your suffering and the relief of it. That may lead you to think
of people in your family, church, or neighborhood who are suffering, so you pray for them. The
words “shamefully treated” may also apply to you personally and prompt prayers about that.
Further, they may bring to mind fellow believers near and far who are experiencing persecution
for being followers of Jesus, individuals or people groups you've recently heard about at church
or in the news.
Following those prayers, you continue reading in verse 2: “…we had boldness in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict.” After word you may find
yourself praying along these lines: “Oh God, give me the boldness to declare the gospel to that
person at work, to that person down the street, despite the conflict in their heart . I pray for the
Christians in the Sudan, in India, in China, in the places of persecution I just mentioned. Give
them the boldness to declare the gospel despite the conflict they experience due to the
government and false religions.”
Once you’ve said all that comes to mind from verse 2, you look to the next verse: “for our appeal
does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive.” Almost immediately you might
think of someone you know whose mind and heart are being clouded by error, a friend or family
member who has become enamored with some false teacher. Or perhaps you pray for someone
being tempted with impurity—you, your spouse, or your child. Then you pray for anyone you
know who is falling prey to deception, possibly a young woman being deceived by a young man,
or vice versa.

 A.C.T.S. …this is a common and very helpful acronym that meaningfully engages several aspects of
prayer that should be part of our regular times of prayer.

Lakeview Christian Center
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o
Adoration …spend time pondering the
greatness, beauty, wonder, worthiness, power, love,
mercy, etc. of God. Take note of these, ponder them,
appreciate them, allow them to inform your faith and
ADORATION
surround your soul. If God is not worthy and attractive
CONFESSION
and the object of our worship, it will be next to
impossible for our prayers to be appropriate.
THANKSGIVING
o
Confession …God is holy and our approach to Him
should be informed by our creatureliness and an
SUPPLICATION
appropriate self-awareness of any sin that we should
confess. This is an essential part of how God forms humility
in our lives by our having an accurate self-perception.
o Thanksgiving …we are regularly in need of being reminded of the many past, present,
and future ways that God has provided for us and blesses us. Our faith is built and our
prayers informed by how God has done for us so much that should be inspiring an
ongoing attitude of gratitude.
o Supplication …this is often where we start, rather than where we finish our times of
prayer. Supplication is the act of bringing our needs, petitions, and requests to God.

A.C.T.S.

 Creeds & Catechisms
 John Piper’s Prayer
"O Lord, as you are often accustomed to do, show your great power... Send a remarkable
awakening that results in hundreds of people coming to Christ, …old animosities being removed,
…marriages being reconciled and renewed, …wayward children coming home, …long-standing
slavery to sin being conquered, …spiritual dullness being replaced by vibrant joy, …weak faith
being replaced by bold witness, …disinterest in prayer being replaced by fervent intercession,
…boring Bible reading being replaced by passion for the Word, …disinterest in global missions
being replaced by energy for Christ’s name among the nations, …and lukewarm worship being
replaced by zeal for the greatness of God’s glory."
…Treat each of these phrases as something to wait on the Holy Spirit to give you direction
and burden to pray for in your local church and setting.
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“Organized Focus in Prayer”
Another practice that tends to weaken our approach to prayer and make our time feel less meaningful is
when one tries to “pray about everything, all the time”. When our prayer times are filled with long lists of
names and needs that we seek to simply mention, and we are quickly moving through a long list of needs
and issues, but with minimum meaningful thought and interaction, our faith will feel disconnected and
our awareness of the Spirit’s promptings will be harder to notice. One thing that can be helpful is to
organize our approach to prayer into a schedule that allows a greater level of engagement and meaningful
prayer.
 Prayer Cards – Consider ways that you might divide up your week into various focus points that
allow you time to meditate, listen and meaningfully pray for different aspects of your life.
o
o
o
o
o

Personal needs: spiritual growth, victory over sin, application of truth, invitation for conviction, faith
for various callings, health & fitness, fears, areas of doubt, etc.
Family needs: spiritual appetite, growth, & protection; blessed and strategic relationships; health;
financial; education; jobs; marriages; current circumstance; upcoming season in their lives; etc.
Local church needs: elders, pastors, & staff along with their families; various ministries of the church;
outreach activities of the church and its members; financial needs; the purpose of the Father, the
person & work of Christ, the power & presence of the Spirit
Missions and extra-local ministries:
Our nation and governmental leaders
(Front)

Saturday – Lakeview

Eph 4:11-16 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by
every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes
the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Leaders
Fellowship

Various Ministries

Needs of Body

Power Over Temptation & Evil

Saturday – Lakeview

(Back)

"O Lord, as you are often accustomed to do, show your great power... Send a remarkable
awakening that results in hundreds of people coming to Christ, …old animosities being
removed, …marriages being reconciled and renewed, …wayward children coming home,
…long-standing slavery to sin being conquered, …spiritual dullness being replaced by vibrant
joy, …weak faith being replaced by bold witness, …disinterest in prayer being replaced by
fervent intercession, …boring Bible reading being replaced by passion for the Word,
…disinterest in global missions being replaced by energy for Christ’s name among the nations,
…and lukewarm worship being replaced by zeal for the greatness of God’s glory." (John

Piper)
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Monday
Personal Prayer Targets
- A Personal Growth Area in Family Ministry &
Activity: (as a Husband/wife)
- A Personal Growth Area in Character (Humility)
Monday Prayer Focus:
> Personal Issues of Growth
- Study of Scripture
- Times of prayer
- Roles & Responsibilities
- Pending Decisions
- Patterns/habits

Tuesday
Personal Prayer Targets
- A Personal Growth Area in Family Ministry
& Activity: (Parental Care & Wisdom)
- A Personal Growth Area in Church Ministry
and Outreach (Spiritual Gift)
Tuesday Prayer Focus:
> Family
- Salvation
- Spiritual Growth
- Good relationships in family
- Good friendships
- Education/school
- Spiritual Protection & Physical Health
- Upcoming Events & Activities

*Family Member to Pray For:
*Friend/Co-worker to Pray For:
*Cov. Group Member to pray for:
Miscellaneous Prayer Needs
- Health Needs
- Those Overtaken in Sin

*Family Member to Pray For:
*Friend/Co-worker to Pray For:
*Cov. Group Member to pray for:
Miscellaneous Prayer Needs

 Prayer Circles
Global Missions,
Government
Extended
Relationships

Local Church
Family

Personal
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Content— God’s Word + Spirit Revelation = Burden
Prayer needs parameters, boundaries, and aim. Prayer is to be joined to the will of God. Prayer is
linked to the purpose of God. …This is needed in an age of “dreams & destiny”, “positive energy &
faith”, that are usually loyal to personal interests.
Prayer needs Spirit enlightenment, Spirit prompting, Spirit direction so that it sits in us as living

realities that matter to us!

Prayer needs “Burden” …Prayer is akin to preaching. It is communication that is filled with earnest

desire and holy insistence.

Exodus 32:11-14 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a

mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in
the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and

relent from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to
whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven,
and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14

And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.

Resources:
Workshop Textbook: “Prayer – Experiencing Awe
and Intimacy with God” by
Timothy Keller
PrayerMate App – Available
in the App Store
https://blog.prayermate.net/

“8 Lessons from the School of Prayer”
(article by D.A. Carson in Addendum)
“Seven Simple Tips to Refresh Your Prayer Life”
(article by John Piper in Addendum)
“Take Words with You” by
Tim Kerr (book on Scripture
promises & prayers)
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“A Praying Life”
by Paul Miller
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Workshop Assignment—Get Organized & Get Praying & Get Content
Get Organized:
 Choose a Prayer Model
 Organize Your Approach
Prayer Model(s)

Tools for Prayer Approach

Get Praying:


Choose Your Time and Place
Prayer Schedule

Get Content:


Read Something Helpful on Prayer as you build your prayer life. Take note, that actually praying
will drive you to ask questions and seek helpful content.
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Intercessory Prayer Workshop

The Scriptural Precedent for Intercession
The House of Prayer

“But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain

you, how much less this house that I have built! 19 Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his
plea, O Lord my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you, 20 that

your eyes may be open day and night toward this house, the place where you have promised to set your
name, that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 21 And listen to the

pleas of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen from heaven
your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

22

2 Chronicles 6:18-21

“If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take an oath and comes and swears his oath before

your altar in this house, 23 then hear from heaven and act

…If your people are defeated… (v. 24)

…when there is no rain because they’ve sinned against you… (v. 26)
…if there is a famine or pestilence or blight or mildew… (v. 28)
…when a foreigner comes to pray… (v. 32)
…when your people go out to battle… (v. 34)
…if they sin against you… (v. 36)
As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and
the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 2 Chronicles 7:1

He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of
robbers.” Matthew 21:13

The Watchmen
Isaiah 62:6-7 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; all the day and all the night they shall never
be silent. You who put the Lord in remembrance, take no rest, 7 and give him no rest until he

establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth.

Lakeview Christian Center
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The Neglect of the Watchmen
Isaiah 56:9-12 All you beasts of the field, come to devour—all you beasts in the forest. 10 His

watchmen are blind; they are all without knowledge; they are all silent dogs; they cannot bark,
dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber. 11 The dogs have a mighty appetite; they never have

enough. But they are shepherds who have no understanding; they have all turned to their own

way, each to his own gain, one and all. 12 “Come,” they say, “let me get wine; let us fill ourselves
with strong drink; and tomorrow will be like this day, great beyond measure.”

Jeremiah 6:16-21 Thus says the Lord: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths,

where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk
in it.’ 17 I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Pay attention to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they

said, ‘We will not pay attention.’ 18 Therefore hear, O nations, and know, O congregation, what
will happen to them. 19 Hear, O earth; behold, I am bringing disaster upon this people, the fruit of

their devices, because they have not paid attention to my words; and as for my law, they have
rejected it. 20 What use to me is frankincense that comes from Sheba, or sweet cane from a

distant land? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices pleasing to me. 21

Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will lay before this people stumbling blocks against
which they shall stumble; fathers and sons together, neighbor and friend shall perish.’”

From the O.T. Prophets to the lament of the Lord over the temple in Jerusalem—
there is a great grief over God’s people who have lost their place of listening,
heeding, and interceding. Watchmen who notice the disconnect from God’s purpose
and the encroachment of the works of darkness among God’s people.

A Kingdom of Priests
Exodus 19:5-6 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom

of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

Revelation 1:4-6 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and
who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus

Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who

loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and

Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 5:8-10 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers

of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and

language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and

they shall reign on the earth.”
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1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

There continues to be a dimension of our existence and calling that is illustrated in the
incense altar of the Tabernacle. The prayers of the saints in their intercessory role
before God’s throne continue to be part of our calling.

The Tragic Day without Intercessors
Isa 59:16 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no one to intercede; then his own
arm brought him salvation, and his righteousness upheld him.

Ezek 22:30-31 And I sought for a man among them who should build up the wall and stand in the breach

before me for the land, that I should not destroy it, but I found none. 31 Therefore I have poured out
my indignation upon them. I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath. I have returned their way
upon their heads, declares the Lord God.

James 4:2 “…you have not because you ask not”

The Cry for Intercessory Help
2 Corinthians 1:11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the
blessing granted us through the prayers of many.

Acts 12:5-7 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.
6

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two

soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 7 And behold,
an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and
woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands.

Romans 15:30-32 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to
strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, 31 that I may be delivered from the

unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32 so that by

God's will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company.

Philippians 1:19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn
out for my deliverance,

Philemon 1:22 At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping that through your prayers I
will be graciously given to you.

Colossians 4:2-4 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time,
pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on
account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.
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Colossians 4:12-13 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling
on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God. 13 For
I bear him witness that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis.

“I cannot insist too strongly on my own helplessness among these people apart from the grace of
God. Although I have now been ten years in China and Lisu, I find myself able to do little or nothing
apart from God’s going before me and working among them. Without this I feel like a man who has
his boat grounded in shallow water. Pull or push as he may, he will not be able to make his boat
move more than a few inches. But let the tide come in and lift his boat off the bottom—then he will
be able to move it as far as he pleases, quite easily and without friction. It is indeed necessary for me
to go around among our Lisu, preaching, teaching, exhorting, rebuking, but the amount of progress
made thereby depends almost entirely on the state of the spiritual tide in the village—a condition
which you can control upon your knees as well as I. Sometimes I feel that a village is grounded like
that boat at low water! In such a case you can no more get the people to hold together and
strengthen each other than you could roll dry sand into a ball. They will be cold and unresponsive,
and weeks or even months of teaching will not do much for them. Their “prayers” are not answered
as the power of the Holy Spirit is with them. I repeat, I feel powerless to help in such cases, except to
do all that is possible then commit them to God.” J.O. Fraser, “Beyond the Ranges”, p. 236

The Historic Precedent for Intercession
“When God has something very great to accomplish for his church it is his will that there should
precede it, the extraordinary prayer of his people.” Jonathan Edwards
“Prayer, we assert, is the prelude of all mercies. …Great prayer is the preface of great mercy, and in
proportion to our prayer is the blessing that we may expect….In proportion to the prayerfulness of
the Church shall be its present success, though its ultimate success is beyond the reach of hazard.”
Charles Spurgeon, “Prayer—the Forerunner of Mercy”, The Park Street Pulpit, vol 3, p. 415, 416, 418

“ ...This work is the most important of all, because it is prerequisite to all the rest of the work we have
to do in the kingdom of God ...The work of praying is prerequisite to all other work in the kingdom of
God, for the simple reason that it is by prayer that we couple the powers of heaven to our helplessness,
the powers which can turn water into wine and remove mountains in our own life and in the lives
others, the powers that can awaken those who sleep in sin and raise up the dead, the powers which
can capture strongholds and make the impossible possible.” O. Hallesby, “Prayer”, p. 80
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“Christ actually meant prayer to be the great power by which His church should do its work and that
the neglect of prayer is the great reason the church has not greater power over the masses in
Christian and heathen countries. …The power of the church to truly bless rests on intercession: asking
and receiving heavenly gifts to carry to men. Because this is so, it is no wonder that where—owing to
lack of teaching or spiritual insight—we put the trust in our own diligence and effort—to the
influence of the world and the flesh—and work more than we pray, the presence and power of God
are not seen in our work as we would wish.
Such thoughts had led me to wonder what could be done to rouse believers to a sense of their
high calling in this and to help train them to take part in it. …we have heard a great deal about
systematic Bible study, and we praise God for thousands and thousands of Bible classes and Bible
readings. Let all the leaders of such classes try to start prayer classes—helping their students to pray
in secret and training them to be, above everything, people of prayer.” Andrew Murray, The
Ministry of Intercession, p. 9-11

A New LCC Model Under New Management
See Addendum—"Redeemer Prayer Team—A Ministry of Intercession”

Corporate Gatherings for Intercessory Prayer
All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and his brothers. Acts 1:14

Pre-Service Prayer Gathering
On Sunday mornings from 8:15 – 8:45 we meet to intercede for the church and the Sunday gathering.
Tuesday Morning Prayer
On Tuesday mornings at 6:30 am we meet to pray for the various
ministries of the church and the advancement of the Kingdom of God
in New Orleans. This takes place in the foyer of the church building.
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Men's Prayer
Every second Friday morning of the month at 6:30 am, the men
gather for prayer. They meet at LCC, upstairs in Rm. 200

Women's Prayer
The women meet for prayer every first and third Friday morning of the
month at 10:30 am

If in the Bible there were no example of intercessory supplication, if Christ had not left it upon record that
it was his will that we should pray for others, and even if we did not know that it was Christ's practice to
intercede, yet the very spirit of our holy religion would constrain us to plead for others. Dost thou go up
into thy closet, and in the face and presence of God think of none but thyself? Surely the love of Christ
cannot be in thee, for the spirit of Christ is not selfish. No man liveth unto himself when once he has the
love of Christ in him. I know there are some whose piety is comfortably tethered within the limits of their
own selfish interests. It is enough for them if they hear the Word, if they be saved, if they get to heaven.
Ah, miserable spirit, thou shalt not get there! It would need another heaven for thee, for the heaven of
Christ is the heaven of the unselfish, the temple of the large-hearted, the bliss of living spirits, the heaven
of those who, like Christ, are willing to become poor that others may be rich. I cannot believe—it were a
libel upon the cross of Christ, it were a scandal upon the doctrine which he taught—if I could ever believe
that the man whose prayers are selfish has anything of the spirit of Christ within him. Brethren, I
commend intercessory prayer, because it opens man's soul, gives a healthy play to his sympathies,
constrains him to feel that he is not everybody, and that this wide world and this great universe were not
after all made that he might be its petty lord, that everything might bend to his will, and all creatures
crouch at his feet. It does him good, I say, to make him know that the cross was not uplifted alone for
him, for its far-reaching arms were meant to drop with benedictions upon millions of the human race. … I
commend the blessed privilege of intercession, because of its sweet brotherly nature. You and I may be
naturally hard, and harsh, and unlovely of spirit, but praying much for others will remind us we have,
indeed, a relationship to the saints, that their interests are ours, that we are jointly concerned with them
in all the privileges of grace. I do not know anything which, through the grace of God, may be a better
means of uniting us the one to the other than constant prayer for each other.” Charles Spurgeon,
“Intercessory Prayer”
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Prayer & Prophetic Ministry Workshop

There are many ways that God ministers to us, reveals Himself to us, encourages us, and builds us up.
…There’s the Bible—God’s authoritative, infallible revelation of truth. It has unique
characteristics that range from perfection to ‘living and active’. There’s nothing else
like it! …Yet it is not the ONLY means God has given to minister to his people.
…There’s the indwelling Holy Spirit—God’s living presence that abides in the heart of every
Christian. His ministry includes convicting, teaching/revealing/enlightening,
strengthening the inner man, giving direction and leadership! …Yet as personal and
powerful as His ministry is, it is not the only means that is used and needed in our
lives as Christians.
…There’s the ministry of the Body of Christ through and toward each other—this ministry is
described as the activity that involves the spiritual gifts that have been distributed by
the Holy Spirit, according to His will, that enable individuals to play a role of ministry
in the lives of people and that make a contribution to the ‘building up’ of the body.
(1Cor 12, 14; Rom 12:3-8; 1Pet 4:10-11, Eph 4:11ff).
It is interesting that God ordained each of these to simultaneously exist! …It certainly seems that we
don’t need all 3 of these dimensions, but that’s NOT for us to suggest or conclude! God ordained all 3 of
these.
In the same way that we take time and develop disciplines and curriculum that help us to engage the
Bible as a means of ministry, and we acknowledge our helplessness without the ministry of the Holy
Spirit indwelling us—we are in need of creating a much greater understanding of and engagement with
the ministry gifts present in the body of Christ. …What are these gifts? How are they experienced in a
believer? How are they to be used for building up others in the local church? Can we grow in their use?
This is the quest of the “Prayer & Prophetic Ministry Workshop.” We are seeking to be more aware of,
more understanding of, and more engaged with the appropriate use of various body ministry gifts of the
Holy Spirit. We are particularly interested in growing in our understanding of the ministry gifts that seem
ideally suited for small gatherings and personal ministry.
What is the gift of prophecy? …Many charismatic and Pentecostal Christians answer… [it] brings
God’s guidance to specific details of our lives, gives much personal edification, and brings to our times
of worship an intense awareness of God’s presence. …prophecy in ordinary New Testament churches
was not equal to Scripture in authority but was simply a very human—and sometimes partially
mistaken—report of something the Holy Spirit brought to someone’s mind. …this view of prophecy
would still preserve the continuing use of prophecy as the spontaneous, powerful working of the Holy
Spirit, bringing things to mind when the church is gathered for worship, giving ‘edification,
encouragement, and comfort’ which speaks directly to the needs of the moment and causes people to
realize that ‘truly God is among you’ (1Cor 14:25).” Wayne Grudem, “The Gift of Prophecy”, p. 17-19
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“But this gift cannot be forced to happen by intellectual arguments or doctrinal
investigations. Rather, it requires a different kind of activity—it requires waiting on
the Lord, listening for him, hearing his prompting in our hearts. …if the gift of
prophecy were allowed to function… it would add a rich new measure of vitality in
worship, a sense of awe that comes from seeing God at work at this very moment
and in this very place, the overwhelming sense of wonder that causes us to exclaim,
‘Truly God is in this place.’” Wayne Grudem, “The Gift of Prophecy”, p. 228

Ministry Gifts that are Informed and Facilitated by Prayer
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You
know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I

want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no
one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.
4

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same

Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the

Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,
9

to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the

working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one
and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.

…from this verse Paul teaches the concept of “BODY MINISTRY”
…to use these gifts and to minister to the body REQUIRES A SIGNIFICANT PRAYER LIFE!!
1 Corinthians 14:1-3 Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy. 2

For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters
mysteries in the Spirit. 3 On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their
upbuilding and encouragement and consolation.



“the one who prophesies speaks to people” …at some point you are going to have to be
directed and prepared to speak to people with something that you’ve received and
discerned should be spoken



The nature, content, and purpose of prophecy (here) is: “upbuilding and encouragement
and consolation”
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1 Corinthians 14:23-25 If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders
or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds? 24 But if all prophesy, and an

unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, 25 the secrets of his

heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God is really among
you.






Utterance gifts find their use in gatherings of the church (not exclusively, remember Jesus
ministry to the woman at the well, Phillip’s ministry to the Ethopian eunuch
Prophetic words can bring about conviction and needed self-awareness
Utterance gifts touch/disclose ‘hidden, secret things in the heart’
Utterance gifts demonstrate the power of God in a particular way that bring a greater
awareness of God’s presence

1 Corinthians 14:26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a
revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.



It is ASSUMED that these gifts will function “when we come together”
“Is this whole discussion really important? Will we lose anything if we go on as we have
before, largely neglecting the gift of prophecy in our churches? …If Paul was eager for the
gift of prophecy to function at Corinth, troubled as the church was by immaturity,
selfishness, divisions, and other problems, then should we not also be eager for this gift to
function once again in our churches today?” Wayne Grudem, “The Gift of Prophecy”, p. 227

“Ministry Prayer”
What are we calling “ministry prayer”? …Times/settings where we are ministering directly to others

by praying with them or for them.
Exploring Prophetic Prayer Ministry—Increasing People’s Awareness of the Power & Presence of God
Genesis 20:7 Now then, return the man's wife, for he is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live.

But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.”
- Abimelech is instructed by the Lord to seek out Abraham and to have him pray for him. These
examples seem to provide a human/divine “touchpoint” in something that God is doing in a
person’s life. “Laying on hands” would seem to be about this similar design by God—that there
would be human agency that accompanies divine impartation of something. …God Draws Near to
Abimelech’s personal need through the ministry of prayer!
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Genesis 20:17 Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, and also healed his wife and
female slaves so that they bore children.

1 Kings 13:6 And the king said to the man of God, “Entreat now the favor of the Lord your God, and pray for
me, that my hand may be restored to me.” And the man of God entreated the Lord, and the king's hand

was restored to him and became as it was before.
- God’s economy of prophets had several unique qualities in the O.T. that may not exist in the
same way today, but God associating himself with his people through power that demonstrates
his presence does continue to be in God’s N.T. economy.
Matthew 19:13 Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples
rebuked the people,

Mark 1:32-34 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. 33 And
the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 And he healed many who were sick with various

diseases, and cast out many demons.

John 4:13-19 …39 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever

drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in

him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I

will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
16

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no

husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five

husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman
said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.

…39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He told me all

that I ever did.”

1 Cor 14:23-25 If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders
or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds? 24 But if all prophesy, and

an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, 25 the secrets

of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God is
really among you.
o
o

Here… prophetic ministry disclosed the secret in her soul …it was also perhaps a revelation of WHY
she felt so unsatisfied & thirsty—“You’ve lived a life that’s sought living water in dead places!”
She responds with a recognition of God Being Near Her!!—“Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet”
…NOTE: it was the personal disclosure that launched her into responsiveness—“He told me all that I
ever did” —NOT, “he explained the Samaritan Mountain vs Jerusalem debate”
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Resources:

“Practicing the Power – Welcoming the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in Your Life”
by Sam Storms

“The Gift of Prophecy”
by Wayne Grudem

“Prophecy for Beginners” – Addendum Article by Jon Bloom on the Gift of Prophecy
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Sample of Scripture Content for Prayer Models

Ephesians 1:15-23 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward
all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the

knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the

immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20

that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as

head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 3:14-21 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and
on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with

power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that
you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the

breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
20

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power

at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever

and ever. Amen

Deuteronomy 10:12-15 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all

your soul, 13 and to keep the commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today

for your good? 14 Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth
with all that is in it. 15 Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after

them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.
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Sample of Scripture Insights for INTERCESSORY Prayer
Matthew 9:38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
- Jesus clearly taught intercession and the call for prayer to bring about kingdom purposes
Colossians 1:9-14 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner

worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge
of God. 11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance

and patience with joy, 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of

the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom
of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 1:3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you
constantly in my prayers night and day.
Philemon 1:4-6 I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love and of

the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing of your
faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.

Romans 8:26-27 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who

searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

Matthew 6:6-9 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

7

“And when you pray, do not heap up

empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be
like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in

heaven, hallowed be your name.
- Jesus affirms some things that we take for granted: “when you pray”—assumes that regular
prayer is practiced; praying to the Father in a unique space is reinforced; prayer is rewarded by
the Father; prayer has particular content and the meaningfulness of that content matters!
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Matthew 14:23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When

evening came, he was there alone,
- Jesus’ practice models the need for a unique setting that features solitude, withdrawal; the numerous
references to Jesus doing this sort of prayer highlights the normalcy and routine of this practice

Deuteronomy 9:25-29 “So I lay prostrate before the Lord for these forty days and forty nights, because the
Lord had said he would destroy you. 26 And I prayed to the Lord, ‘O Lord God, do not destroy your

people and your heritage, whom you have redeemed through your greatness, whom you have brought out

of Egypt with a mighty hand. 27 Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Do not regard the
stubbornness of this people, or their wickedness or their sin, 28 lest the land from which you brought us

say, “Because the Lord was not able to bring them into the land that he promised them, and because he

hated them, he has brought them out to put them to death in the wilderness.” 29 For they are your people
and your heritage, whom you brought out by your great power and by your outstretched arm.’
- Moses illustrating “Order & Argument” in prayer. He makes and argues his case before God!

Numbers 21:7-9 And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the

Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for
the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who
is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a

serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
- Moses exercising his role of intercession. God gives him instruction as to His divine response to
their situation and need.

1 Samuel 7:5-6 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to the Lord for you.” 6 So they
gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before the Lord and fasted on that day and said
there, “We have sinned against the Lord.” And Samuel judged the people of Israel at Mizpah.
- Samuel’s prayer of intercession
Nehemiah 1:4-7ff. As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued
fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and

awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his

commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I
now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the

people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have
acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that

you commanded your servant Moses…
- Nehemiah’s role and content of intercession takes up nearly all of chapter 1. He is discerning of
the condition that needs prayer, he is affected by these conditions, and he prays.
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1 Samuel 2:1-2ff And Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the Lord; my horn is exalted in the Lord.

My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation. 2 “There is none holy like the Lord: for

there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. …
- Hannah’s prayer is mostly proclamation and exalting in that which is true about God
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ADDENDUM – Articles & Resources

8 Lessons from the School of Prayer
Don Carson CHRISTIAN LIVING

Editors’ note: The following is an excerpt from Praying With Paul: A Call to Spiritual Reformation (2nd
ed.) by D. A. Carson (Baker).
Throughout my spiritual pilgrimage, two sources have largely shaped, and continue to shape, my
own prayer life: the Scriptures and more mature Christians.
The less authoritative of these two has been the advice, wisdom, and example of senior saints. I
confess I am not a very good student in the school of prayer. Still, devoting [space] to their advice
and values may be worthwhile before I turn to the more important and more authoritative of the two
sources that have taught me to pray.
Among the lessons more mature Christians have taught me, then, are these.
1. Much praying is not done because we do not plan to pray.
We do not drift into spiritual life; we do not drift into disciplined prayer. We will not grow in prayer
unless we plan to pray. That means we must self-consciously set aside time to do nothing but pray.
What we actually do reflects our highest priorities. That means we can proclaim our commitment to
prayer until the cows come home, but unless we actually pray, our actions disown our words.
2. Adopt practical ways to impede mental drift.
Anyone who has been on the Christian way for a while knows there are times when our private
prayers run something like this: “Dear Lord, I thank you for the opportunity of coming into your
presence by the merits of Jesus. It is a wonderful blessing to call you Father. . . . I wonder where I left
my car keys? [No, no! Back to business.] Heavenly Father, I began by asking that you will watch over
my family—not just in the physical sphere, but in the moral and spiritual dimensions of our lives. . . .
Boy, last Sunday’s sermon was sure bad. I wonder if I’ll get that report written on time? [No, no!]
Father, give real fruitfulness to that missionary couple we support, whatever their name is. . . . Oh,
my! I had almost forgotten to fix my son’s bike today.” Or am I the only Christian who has ever had
problems with mental drift? But you can do many things to stamp out daydreaming, to stifle reveries.
One of the most useful things is to vocalize your prayers. . . . Another thing you can do is pray over
the Scriptures. . . . It is entirely appropriate to tie your praying to your Bible reading.
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3. At various periods in your life, develop, if possible, a prayer-partner relationship.
If you know how to pray, consider seeking out someone else and teaching him or her how to pray.
By teaching I do not mean set lessons so much as personal example communicated in a prayerpartner relationship.
4. Choose models—but choose them well.
Most of us can improve our praying by carefully, thoughtfully listening to others pray. This does not
mean copying everything we hear. . . . Not every good model provides us with exactly the same
prescription for good praying, exactly the same balance. All of them pray with great seriousness; all
of them use arguments and seek goals that are already portrayed in Scripture. Some of the seem to
carry you with them into the very throne room of the Almighty; others are particularly faithful in
intercession, despite the most difficult circumstances in life and ministry; still others are noteworthy
because of the breadth of their vision. All are characterized by a wonderful mixture of contrition and
boldness in prayer.
5. Develop a system for your prayer lists.
It is difficult to pray faithfully for a large spread of people and concerns without developing prayer
lists that help you remember them. These lists come in a variety of forms. Many denominations and
mission agencies and even some large local churches publish their own prayer lists. . . . Many
Christians who give themselves to prayer find that, in addition to such published information, it is
wise and fruitful to prepare their own lists. . . . Whatever the system, however, use prayer lists. All of
us would be wiser if we would resolve never to put people down, except on our prayer lists.
6. Mingle praise, confession, and intercession, but when you intercede, try to tie as many
requests as possible to Scripture.
Both theoretical and practical considerations underlie this advice. The theoretical considerations can
best be set out by mentally conjuring up two extremes. The first judges it inappropriate to ask God
for things. Surely he is sovereign; he does not need our counsel. If he is the one “who works out
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will” (Eph. 1:11), surely it is a bit cheeky to badger
him for things. He does not change the course of the universe because some finite, ignorant, and
sinful human being asks him. The appropriate response to him is surely worship. . . . The second
extreme begins with the slogan, “Prayer changes things.” Petitionary prayer is everything. This means
that if people die and go to hell, it is because you or I or someone has neglected to pray. . . . On the
face of it, neither of these extremes captures the balance of biblical prayers, and both of them are
reductionistic in their treatment of God. . . . Even a little reflective acquaintance with the God of the
Bible acknowledges that he is not less than utterly sovereign, and not less than personal and
responsive. . . . Of the various models that usefully capture both of these poles, the model of
personal relationship with a father is as helpful as any.
7. If you are in any form of spiritual leadership, work at your public prayers.
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Public praying is a pedagogical opportunity. It provides the one who is praying with an opportunity
to instruct or encourage or edify all who hear the prayer. . . . Many facets of Christian discipleship,
not least prayer, are rather more effectively passed on by modeling than by formal teaching. Good
praying is more easily taught than caught.
8. Pray until you pray.
This is Puritan advice. It does not simply mean that persistence should mark much of our praying—
though admittedly that is a point the Scriptures repeatedly make. Even though he was praying in line
with God’s promises, Elijah prayed for rain seven times before the first cloud appeared in the
heavens. . . . That is not quite what the Puritans mean when they exhorted one another to “pray until
you pray.” What they mean is that Christians should pray long enough and honestly enough, at a
single session, to get past the feeling of formalism and unreality that attends not a little praying. We
are especially prone to such feelings when we pray for only a few minutes, rushing to be done with a
mere duty. To enter the spirit of prayer, we must stick to it for a while. If we “pray until we pray,”
eventually we come to delight in God’s presence, to rest in his love, to cherish his will. Even in dark or
agonized praying, we somehow know we are doing business with God. In short, we discover a little
of what Jude means when he exhorts his readers to pray “in the Holy Spirit” (Jude 20)—which
presumably means it is treacherously possible to pray not in the Spirit.

Don Carson (MDiv, Central Baptist Seminary in Toronto; PhD, Cambridge University) is
research professor of New Testament at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield,
Illinois, and president of The Gospel Coalition. He has authored numerous books, and recently
edited The Enduring Authority of the Christian Scriptures. He and his wife, Joy, have two
children.
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“Seven Simple Tips to Refresh Your Prayer Life”
Interview with John Piper, Founder & Teacher, desiringGod.org
Audio Transcript

Podcast listener named Nathan writes in to ask about prayer. “Pastor John, I’d like to see 2016
become a revival in my prayer life. I want to be honest when I tell people I pray for them. I’ve
read through many theologies of prayer, but I would love to hear any practical tips or methods
for praying for other people, specifically for a spouse, children, the lost, leadership, friends,
infirm, etc. Do you have any suggestions to refresh my prayer life?”
It may seem too obvious to be mentioned, but in my experience there is real motivating power to
see my obvious duties stated with simple clarity in the very words of Scripture themselves —
instead of just kind of vaguely knowing that I have a duty — to actually see what the Bible says.
So let’s start there to help Nathan and ourselves, because all of us share his desire probably.
The Bible commends what Nathan is longing for; namely, regular prayer for other people.
Specifically, it does so with explicit commands and by numerous examples. For example, the
command of James 5:16: “Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you
may be healed.” So Nathan should take heart that his desire is exactly in line with what God
wants him to do. Pray. Pray for other people. Pray for one another.
Piper: “God tells us to pray, and then gives us lots of examples for how to do it.”
The “one another” in that text implies that the people you are connected with are people you
should pray for — not only them, but for sure them. Pray for them. And to do so is to please
God. It is what he tells us to do: To do it pleases him. And that should just give us a warm,
sweet, comforting sense that when we get on our knees and intercede for somebody, God is
smiling upon us, because we are doing what he said to do.
And then there are the examples of Scripture, not just the commands that tell us what to do, but
the examples of Scripture where, for example, Paul is praying for his kinsmen, “Brothers, my
heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved” (Romans 10:1). Wow. I
can’t tell you how many times that text has encouraged me to see Paul earnestly interceding
with his Father for the people he loves to be saved.
So just to hear those words in Scripture can be very encouraging and motivating — empowering
for us to press on. He is praying for unbelievers there, but he also prays for believers in
Ephesians 1 and Ephesians 3 and Colossians 1 and Philippians 1, those great prayers of Paul.
Wow. I would just encourage Nathan and all of us: Meditate long and pray through the prayers
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of Paul. The Philippians 1 example goes like this: “It is my prayer that your love may abound
more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent,
and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:9–10).
I have found these prayers of Paul incredibly valuable both in inspiring me to pray for others this
way, but showing me, showing me, modeling for me how to do it, and that is what I would
encourage us to do is just make those prayers so much a part of us that we can’t help but pray
this way for other people.
“Meditate long and pray through the prayers of Paul in Ephesians 1 and 3, Philippians 1, and
Colossians 1.”
And then there are Paul’s invitations to the readers of his letters to pray for him. “Brothers, pray
for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored” (2 Thessalonians 3:1). And
Romans 15:30–31, “I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the
Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, that I may be delivered
from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable.” For me to
hear the greatest man who ever existed, I think, short of Jesus, to have him ask for prayer this
way is so life-giving, so warm. It just makes me want to get on my knees and do that for
somebody, because Paul, if he needed it — good night! — everybody we know needs prayer
like that.
So I think that is about the most motivating thing I could say that God tells us to pray and then
he gives lots of examples for how to do it. And he loves to see us do it, which is probably why
Revelation 5:8 describes the prayers in the golden bowls in the hands of the elders as incense
before God. What does incense before God do? Well, it just fills his room with pleasant
fragrance. That is what it does. And what a beautiful image to get down on your knees with and
say: I am right now going to light a sweet smelling lamp or candle and it is going to fill the room
of heaven with a fragrance this afternoon or this morning that God is going to be pleased by.

Seven Simple Prayer Tips
That is the most important thing I could say, but that is not what Nathan asked for. He asked for
tips. He asked for suggestions. So here they go. I am just going to bang away. And, really,
these don’t have biblical authority, because these are just kind of growing out of Piper’s
experience and that is what saints should do for each other. We should share what we have
discovered.
1) Use a list. Break it up in categories. We are talking about people now, all right? You probably
over time are going to know more people, have more people ask you to pray, have your circle of
relationships grow so that one list is hopeless. You have got to break it up into pieces, various
groups. And I find that creating a notebook in Evernote on my iPad, I have got a notebook called
prayer. And under prayer, I have these different kind of groupings, and you can add people to

Lakeview Christian Center

36

Prayer Ministry Workshop
Pastor Keith Collins

various lists and then you can decide on when you are going to pray for those people. So use
lists.
2) Think and pray in concentric circles with the closest relationships near the center and then
move out to the more anonymous prayers for groups and ministries and nations. So, for
example, in my Evernote folder, I move from my immediate family at home — that is, the three
of us, well, actually two now that Talitha is in college, but it used to be three — out from there to
the children and the grandchildren who live away and then out from there to the ministries I am
associated with and the people in Bethlehem Baptist Church and desiringGod.org and
Bethlehem College & Seminary. I have a whole slew of people that I pray for there.
“Pray in concentric circles, from your closest relationships out to all the nations.”
And then I move out to the church planters that I know and the Treasuring Christ Together
fellowship. And then I move out to ministries like Together for the Gospel and The Gospel
Coalition and Training Leaders International and a lot of friends there that are on my list. And
then I move out to my neighborhood and a few people I have written down in the neighborhood
and, sometimes just in my jogging-evangelism that I do in good weather and I will meet people
and they will tell me their name and I ask them what I can pray for and that goes on one of my
lists. So concentric circles is one way I handle the diversity of those lists.
3) Pray the word of God over these people. This will keep your prayers from being merely
repetitive. Read the word of God first. Meditate on it. Pray in it. And then pray what God shows
you from the word for the people that are appointed to be prayed for that day.
4) Periodically assess your prayers for them by comparing what you pray with what the New
Testament prays. I gathered in one place — and I think this is available. We could check, Tony,
and make it available. I think it is available at Desiring God. I gathered into one place all of the
things that are prayed for in the New Testament — a list of about 40 different prayers. And I use
that list not every day, but periodically. I just run through it and say: Okay, am I neglecting
anything important that the New Testament prayed for?
“God smiles on us when we pray for others, because we are doing what he said to do.”
5) Mingle general prayers with specific prayers. A lot of people are skittish about general
prayers. I love general prayers. Like: Hallowed be thy name all over the world. That is a big,
general prayer. Specific prayers are also important. So a specific prayer might be: Grant that Bill
would find a job this week. He has been out of work, Lord. Help him find a job. That is specific.
You can just — bang — you can see the answer to that immediately. A general prayer would
be: Lord, cause Bill to love you more and to treasure you above all. That is a lot harder to
detect, right? But so crucial that you pray for.
6) Be quiet over the people and see if God brings things to mind that people might need today
and then pray those things if God brings anything specific to mind.
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7) And lastly, I would say: Look for answers. Take note of them. Keep some kind of record,
maybe in your journal or in another folder: answers. And what keeps it all fresh and authentic is
the way it all flows from the word and goes back to the word, the Scriptures. And I can’t stress
enough that we don’t want to become rote, we don’t want to become mechanical and repetitive.
And the best way to do that is to let the word be fresh daily and let the word make your prayers
for people fresh daily.
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Order and Argument in Prayer
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon
Jul 15, 1866
Scripture: Job 23:3,4
Sermon No. 700 From: Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Volume 12

“Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his seat! I would order
my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.”— Job xxiii. 3, 4
IN Job’s uttermost extremity he cried after the Lord. The longing desire of an afflicted child of
God is once more to see his Father’s face. His first prayer is not, “Oh that I might be healed of the
disease which now festers in every part of my body!” nor even, “Oh that I might see my children
restored from the jaws of the grave, and my property once more brought from the hand of the
spoiler!” but the first and uppermost cry is, “Oh that I knew where I might find HIM who is my
God! that I might come even to his seat!” God’s children run home when the storm comes on. It
is the heaven-born instinct of a gracious soul to seek shelter from all ills beneath the wings of
Jehovah. “He that hath made his refuge God,” might serve as the title of a true believer. A
hypocrite, when he feels that he has been afflicted by God, resents the infliction, and, like a slave,
would run from the master who has scourged him; but not so the true heir of heaven, he kisses the
hand which smote him, and seeks shelter from the rod in the bosom of that very God who frowned
upon him. You will observe that the desire to commune with God is intensified by the failure of
all other sources of consolation. When Job first saw his friends at a distance, he may have
entertained a hope that their kindly counsel and compassionate tenderness would blunt the edge of
his grief; but they had not long spoken before he cried out in bitterness, “Miserable comforters are
ye all.” They put salt into his wounds, they heaped fuel upon the flame of his sorrow, they added
the gall of their upbraidings to the wormwood of his griefs. In the sunshine of his smile they once
had longed to sun themselves, and now they dare to cast shadows upon his reputation, most
ungenerous and undeserved. Alas for a man when his wine-cup mocks him with vinegar, and his
pillow pricks him with thorns! The patriarch turned away from his sorry friends and looked up to
the celestial throne, just as a traveller turns from his empty skin bottle and betakes himself with all
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speed to the well. He bids farewell to earthborn hopes, and cries, “Oh that I knew where I might
find my God!” My brethren, nothing teaches us so much the preciousness of the Creator as when
we learn the emptiness of all besides. When you have been pierced through and through with the
sentence, “Cursed is he that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm,” then will you suck
unutterable sweetness from the divine assurance, “Blessed is he that trusteth in the Lord, and whose
hope the Lord is.” Turning away with bitter scorn from earth’s hives, where you found no honey,
but many sharp stings, you will rejoice in him whose faithful word is sweeter than honey or the
honeycomb.
It is further observable that though a good man hastens to God in his trouble, and runs with all
the more speed because of the unkindness of his fellow men, yet sometimes the gracious soul is
left without the comfortable presence of God. This is the worst of all griefs; the text is one of Job’s
deep groans, far deeper than any which came from him on account of the loss of his children and
his property: “Oh that I knew where I might find HIM!" The worst of all losses is to lose the smile
of my God. He now had a foretaste of the bitterness of his Redeemer’s cry, “My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?” God’s presence is always with his people in one sense, so far as
secretly sustaining them is concerned, but his manifest presence they do not always enjoy. Like
the spouse in the song, they seek their beloved by night upon their bed, they seek him but they find
him not; and though they wake and roam through the city they may not discover him, and the
question may be sadly asked again and again, “Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?” You may be
beloved of God, and yet have no consciousness of that love in your soul. You may be as dear to
his heart as Jesus Christ himself, and yet for a small moment he may forsake you, and in a little
wrath he may hide himself from you. But, dear friends, at such times the desire of the believing
soul gathers yet greater intensity from the fact of God’s light being withheld. Instead of saying
with proud lip, “Well, if he leaveth me I must do without him; if I cannot have his comfortable
presence I must fight on as best may be,” the soul saith, “No, it is my very life; I must have my
God. I perish, I sink in deep mire where there is no standing, and nothing but the arm of God can
deliver me.” The gracious soul addresseth itself with a double zeal to find out God, and sends up
its groans, its entreaties, its sobs and sighs to heaven more frequently and fervently. “Oh that I
knew where I might find him!” Distance or labour are as nothing; if the soul only knew where to
go she would soon overleap the distance. She makes no stipulation about mountains or rivers, but
vows that if she knew where, she would come even to his seat. My soul in her hunger would break
through stone walls, or scale the battlements of heaven to reach her God, and though there were
seven hells between me and him, yet would I face the flame if I might reach him, nothing daunted
if I had but the prospect of at last standing in his presence and feeling the delight of his love. That
seems to me to be the state of mind in which Job pronounced the words before us.
But we cannot stop upon this point, for the object of this morning’s discourse beckons us
onward. It appears that Job’s end, in desiring the presence of God, was that he might pray to him.
He had prayed, but he wanted to pray as in God’s presence. He desired to plead as before one
whom he knew would hear and help him. He longed to state his own case before the seat of the
impartial Judge, before the very face of the all-wise God; he would appeal from the lower courts,
where his friends judged unrighteous judgment, to the Court of King’s the sentence, “Cursed is he
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm,” then will you suck unutterable sweetness from the
divine assurance, “Blessed is he that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.” Turning
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away with bitter scorn from earth’s hives, where you found no honey, but many sharp stings, you
will rejoice in him whose faithful word is sweeter than honey or the honeycomb.
It is further observable that though a good man hastens to God in his trouble, and runs with all
the more speed because of the unkindness of his fellow men, yet sometimes the gracious soul is
left without the comfortable presence of God. This is the worst of all griefs; the text is one of Job’s
deep groans, far deeper than any which came from him on account of the loss of his children and
his property: “Oh that I knew where I might find HIM!" The worst of all losses is to lose the smile
of my God. He now had a foretaste of the bitterness of his Redeemer’s cry, “My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?” God’s presence is always with his people in one sense, so far as
secretly sustaining them is concerned, but his manifest presence they do not always enjoy. Like
the spouse in the song, they seek their beloved by night upon their bed, they seek him but they find
him not; and though they wake and roam through the city they may not discover him, and the
question may be sadly asked again and again, “Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?” You may be
beloved of God, and yet have no consciousness of that love in your soul. You may be as dear to
his heart as Jesus Christ himself, and yet for a small moment he may forsake you, and in a little
wrath he may hide himself from you. But, dear friends, at such times the desire of the believing
soul gathers yet greater intensity from the fact of God’s light being withheld. Instead of saying
with proud lip, “Well, if he leaveth me I must do without him; if I cannot have his comfortable
presence I must fight on as best may be,” the soul saith, “No, it is my very life; I must have my
God. I perish, I sink in deep mire where there is no standing, and nothing but the arm of God can
deliver me.” The gracious soul addresseth itself with a double zeal to find out God, and sends up
its groans, its entreaties, its sobs and sighs to heaven more frequently and fervently. “Oh that I
knew where I might find him!” Distance or labour are as nothing; if the soul only knew where to
go she would soon overleap the distance. She makes no stipulation about mountains or rivers, but
vows that if she knew where, she would come even to his seat. My soul in her hunger would break
through stone walls, or scale the battlements of heaven to reach her God, and though there were
seven hells between me and him, yet would I face the flame if I might reach him, nothing daunted
if I had but the prospect of at last standing in his presence and feeling the delight of his love. That
seems to me to be the state of mind in which Job pronounced the words before us.
But we cannot stop upon this point, for the object of this morning’s discourse beckons us
onward. It appears that Job’s end, in desiring the presence of God, was that he might pray to him.
He had prayed, but he wanted to pray as in God’s presence. He desired to plead as before one
whom he knew would hear and help him. He longed to state his own case before the seat of the
impartial Judge, before the very face of the all-wise God; he would appeal from the lower courts,
where his friends judged unrighteous judgment, to the Court of King’s as may occur to him, and
kindles the fire not with common flame, but with the sacred fire from off the altar. Now this ritual
is all superseded, but the truth which it taught remains the same; our spiritual sacrifices should be
offered with holy carefulness. God forbid that our prayer should be a mere leaping out of one’s
bed and kneeling down, and saying anything that comes first to hand; on the contrary, may we
wait upon the Lord with holy fear and sacred awe. See how David prayed when God had blessed
him — he went in before the Lord. Understand that; he did not stand outside at a distance, but he
went in before the Lord and he sat down — for sitting is not a bad posture for prayer, let who will
speak against it— and sitting down quietly and calmly before the Lord he then began to pray, but
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not until first he had thought over the divine goodness, and so attained to the spirit of prayer. Then
by the assistance of the Holy Ghost did he open his mouth. Oh that we oftener sought the Lord in
this style! Abraham may serve us as a pattern; he rose up early — here was his willingness; he
went three days’ journey — here was his zeal; he left his servants at the foot of the hill — here
was his privacy; he carried the wood and the fire with him — here was his preparation and lastly,
he built the altar and laid the wood in order, and then took the knife — here was the devout
carefulness of his worship. David puts it, “ In the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and
will look up;” which I have frequently explained to you to mean that he marshalled his thoughts
like men of war, or that he aimed his prayers like arrows. He did not take the arrow and put it on
the bowstring and shoot, and shoot, and shoot anywhere; but after he had taken out the chosen
shaft, and fitted it to the string, he took deliberate aim. He looked — looked well— at the white of
the target; kept his eye fixed on it, directing his prayer, and then drew his bow with all his strength
and let the arrow fly; and then, when the shaft had left his hand, what does he say? “I will look
up.” He looked up to see where the arrow went, to see what effect it had; for he expected an answer
to his prayers, and was not as many who scarcely think of their prayers after they have uttered
them. David knew that he had an engagement before him which required all his mental powers; he
marshalled up his faculties and went about the work in a workmanlike manner, as one who believed
in it and meant to succeed. We should plough carefully and pray carefully. The better the work the
more attention it deserves. To be anxious in the shop and thoughtless in the closet is little less than
blasphemy, for it is an insinuation that anything will do for God, but the world must have our best.
If any ask what order should be observed in prayer, I am not about to give you a scheme such
as many have drawn out, in which adoration, confession, petition, intercession, and ascription are
arranged in succession. I am not persuaded that any such order is of divine authority. It is to no
mere mechanical order I have been referring, for our prayers will be equally acceptable, and
possibly equally proper, in any form; for there are specimens of prayers, in all shapes, in the Old
and New Testament. The true spiritual order of prayer seems to me to consist in something more
than mere arrangement. It is most fitting for us first to feel that we are now doing something that
is real; that we are about to address ourselves to God, whom we cannot see, but who is really
present; whom we can neither touch nor hear, nor by our senses can apprehend, but who,
nevertheless, is as truly with us as though we were speaking to a friend of flesh and blood like
ourselves. Feeling the reality of God's presence, our mind will be led by divine grace into a humble
state; we shall feel like Abraham, when he said, “I have taken upon myself to speak unto God, I
that am but dust and ashes.” Consequently we shall not deliver ourselves of our prayer as boys
repeating their lessons, as a mere matter of rote, much less shall we speak as if we were rabbis
instructing our pupils, or as I have heard some do, with the coarseness of a highwayman stopping
a person on the road and demanding his purse of him; but we shall be humble yet bold petitioners,
humbly importuning mercy through the Saviour’s blood. We shall not have the reserve of a slave
but the loving reverence of a child, yet not an impudent, impertinent child, but a teachable obedient
child, honouring his Father, and therefore asking earnestly, but with deferential submission to his
Father’s will. When I feel that I am in the presence of God, and take my rightful position in that
presence, the next thing I shall want to recognize will be that I have no right to what I am seeking,
and cannot expect to obtain it except as a gift of grace, and I must recollect that God limits the
channel through which he will give me mercy— he will give it to me through his dear Son. Let me
put mvself then under the patronage of the great Redeemer. Let me feel that now it is no longer I
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that speak but Christ that speaketh with me, and that while I plead, I plead his wounds, his life, his
death, his blood, himself. This is truly getting into order.
The next thing is to consider what I am to ask for? It is most proper in prayer, to aim at great
distinctness of supplication. There is much reason to complain of some public prayers, that those
who offer them do not really ask God for anything. I must acknowledge I fear to having so prayed
myself, and certainly to having heard many prayers of the kind, in which I did not feel that anything
was sought for from God — a great deal of very excellent doctrinal and experimental matter
uttered, but little real petitioning, and that little in a nebulous kind of state, chaotic and unformed.
But it seems to me that prayer should be distinct, the asking for something definitely and distinctly
because the mind has realized its distinct need of such a thing, and therefore must plead for it. It is
well not to beat round the bush in prayer, but to come directly to the point. I like that prayer of
Abraham’s, “Oh that Ishmael might live before thee!” There is the name and the person prayed
for, and the blessing desired, all put in a few words, — “Ishmael might live before thee.” Many
persons would have used a roundabout expression of this kind, “Oh that our beloved offspring
might be regarded with the favour which thou bearest to those who,” etc. Say “Ishmael”, if you
mean “I s h m a e l p u t it in plain words before the Lord. Some people cannot even pray for the
minister without using such circular descriptives that you might think it were the parish beadle, or
somebody whom it did not do to mention too particularly. Why not be distinct, and say what we
mean as well as mean what we say? Ordering our cause would bring us to greater distinctness of
mind. It is not necessary, my dear brethren, in the closet to ask for every supposable good thing; it
is not necessary to rehearse the catalogue of every want that you may have, have had, can have, or
shall have. Ask for what you now need, and, as a rule, keep to present need; ask for your daily
bread — what you want now — ask for that. Ask for it plainly, as before god, who does not regard
your fine expressions, and to whom your eloquence and oratory will be less than nothing and
vanity. Thou art before the Lod; let thy words be few, but let they heart be fervent.
You have not quite completed the ordering when you have asked for what you want through
Jesus Christ. There should be a looking round the blessing which you desire, to see whether it is
assuredly a fitting thing to ask; for some prayers would never be offered if men did but think. A
little reflection would show to us that some things which we desire were better let alone. We may,
moreover, have a motive at the bottom of our desire which is not Christ-like, a selfish motive,
which forgets God’s glory and caters only for our own ease and comfort. Now although we may
ask for things which are for our profit, yet still we must never let our profit interfere in any way
with the glory of God. There must be mingled with acceptable prayer the holy salt of submission
to the divine will. I like Luther’s saying, “Lord, I will have my will of thee at this time.” “What!”
say you, “Like such an expression as that?” I do, because of the next clause, which was, “I will
have my will, for I know that my will is thy will.” That is well spoken, Luther; but without the last
words it would have been wicked presumption. When we are sure that what we ask for is for God’s
glory, then, if we have power in prayer, we may say, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me:”
we may come to close dealings with God, and like Jacob with the angel we may even put it to the
wrestle and seek to give the angel the fall sooner than be sent away without the benediction. But
we must be quite clear, before we come to such terms as those, that what we are seeking is really
for the Master’s honour.
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Put these three things together, the deep spirituality which recognises prayer as being real
conversation with the invisible God — much distinctness which is the reality of prayer, asking for
what we know we want — and withal much fervency, believing the thing to be necessary, and
therefore resolving to obtain it if it can be had by prayer, and above all these complete submission,
leaving it still with the Master’s will; — commingle all these, and you have a clear idea of what it
is to order your cause before the Lord.
Still prayer itself is an art which only the Holy Ghost can teach us. He is the giver of all prayer.
Pray for prayer — pray till you can pray; pray to be helped to pray, and give not up praying because
thou canst not pray, for it is when thou thinkest thou canst not pray that thou art most praying; and
sometimes when thou hast no sort of comfort in thy supplications, it is then that thy heart all broken
and cast down is really wrestling and truly prevailing with the Most High.
II. The second part of prayer is FILLING THE MOUTH WITH ARGUMENTS — not filling
the mouth with words nor good phrases, nor pretty expressions, but filling the mouth with
arguments. The ancient saints were wont to argue in prayer. When we come to the gate of mercy
forcible arguments are the knocks of the rapper by which the gate is opened.
Why are arguments to be used at all? is the first enquiry; the reply being, Certainly not because
God is slow to give, not because we can change the divine purpose, not because God needeth to
be informed of any circumstance with regard to ourselves or of anything in connection with the
mercy asked: the arguments to be used are for our own benefit not for his. He requires for us to
plead with him, and to bring forth our strong reasons, as Isaiah saith, because this will show that
we feel the value of the mercy. When a man searches for arguments for a thing it is because he
attaches importance to that which he is seeking. Again, our use of arguments teaches us the ground
upon which we obtain the blessing. If a man should come with the argument of his own merit, he
would never succeed; the successful argument is always founded upon grace, and hence the soul
so pleading is made to understand intensely that it is by grace and by grace alone that a sinner
obtaineth anything of the Lord. Besides, the use of arguments is intended to stir up our fervency.
The man who uses one argument with God will get more force in using the next, and will use the
next with still greater power, and the next with more force still. The best prayers I have ever heard
in our prayer meetings have been those which have been fullest of argument. Sometimes my soul
has been fairly melted down when I have listened to brethren who have come before God feeling
the mercy to be really needed, and that they must have it, for they first pleaded with God to give it
for this reason, and then for a second, and then for a third, and then for a fourth and a fifth, until
they have awakened the fervency of the entire assembly. My brethren, there is no need for prayer
at all as far as God is concerned, but what a need there is for it on our own account! If we were not
constrained to pray, I question whether we could even live as Christians. If God’s mercies came
to us unasked, they would not be half so useful as they now are, when they have to be sought for;
for now we get a double blessing, a blessing in the obtaining, and a blessing in the seeking. The
very act of prayer is a blessing. To pray is as it were to bathe one’s-self in a cool purling stream,
and so to escape from the heats of earth’s summer sun. To pray is to mount on eagle’s wings above
the clouds and get into the clear heaven where God dwelleth. To pray is to enter the treasure-house
of God and to enrich one’s-self out of an inexhaustible storehouse. To pray is to grasp heaven in
one’s arms, to embrace the Deity within one’s soul, and to feel one’s body made a temple of the
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Holy Ghost. Apart from the answer prayer is in itself a benediction. To pray, my brethren, is to
cast off your burdens, it is to tear away your rags, it is to shake off your diseases, it is to be filled
with spiritual vigour, it is to reach the highest point of Christian health. God give us to be much in
the holy art of arguing with God in prayer.
The most interesting part of our subject remains; it is a very rapid summary and catalogue of a
few of the arguments which have been used with great success with God. I cannot give you a full
list; that would require a treatise such as Master John Owen might produce. It is well in prayer to
plead with Jehovah his attributes. Abraham did so when he laid hold upon God’s justice. Sodom
was to be pleaded for, and Abraham begins, “Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city:
wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? That be far
from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous
should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” Here
the wrestling begins. It was a powerful argument by which the patriarch grasped the Lord’s left
hand, and arrested it just when the thunderbolt was about to fall. But there came a reply to it. It
was intimated to him that this would not spare the city, and you notice how the good man, when
sorely pressed, retreated by inches; and at last, when he could no longer lay hold upon justice,
grasped God’s right hand of mercy, and that gave him a wondrous hold when heasked that if there
were but ten righteous there the city might be spared. So you and I may take hold at any time upon
the justice, the mercy, the faithfulness, the wisdom, the long-suffering, the tenderness of God, and
we shall find every attribute of the Most High to be, as it were, a great battering-ram, with which
we may open the gates of heaven.
Another mighty piece of ordnance in the battle of prayer is God's promise. When Jacob was on
the other side of the brook Jabbok, and his brother Esau was coming with armed men, he pleaded
with God not to suffer Esau to destroy the mother and the children, and as a master reason he
pleaded, “And thou saidst, Surely I will do thee good.” Oh the force of that plea! He was holding
God to his word: “Thou saidst.” The attribute is a splendid horn of the altar to lay hold upon; but
the promise, which has in it the attribute and something more, is a yet mightier holdfast. “Thou
saidst.” Remember how David put it. After Nathan had spoken the promise, David said at the close
of his prayer, “Do as thou hast said.” “Do as thou hast said.” That is a legitimate argument with
every honest man, and has he said, and shall he not do it? “Let God be true, and every man a liar.”
Shall not he be true? Shall he not keep his word? Shall not every word that cometh out of his lips
stand fast and be fulfilled? Solomon, at the opening of the temple, used this same mighty plea. He
pleads with God to remember the word which he had spoken to his father David, and to bless that
place. When a man gives a promissory note his honour is engaged. He signs his hand, and he must
discharge it when the due time comes, or else he loses credit. It shall never be said that God
dishonours his bills. The credit of the Most High never was impeached, and never shall be. He is
punctual to the moment; he never is before his time, but he never is behind it. You shall search this
Book through, and you shall compare it with the experience of God’s people, and the two tally
from the first to the last; and many a hoary patriarch has said with Joshua in his old age, “Not one
good thing hath failed of all that the Lord God hath promised: all hath come to pass.” My brother,
if you have a divine promise, you need not plead that with an “if in it; you may plead with a
certainty. If for the mercy which you are now asking, you have God’s solemnly pledged word,
there will scarce be any room for the caution about submission to his will. You know his will: that
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will is in the promise; plead it. Do not give him rest until he fulfil it. He meant to fulfil it, or else
he would not have given it. God does not give his words merely to quiet our noise, and to keep us
hopeful for awhile, with the intention of putting us off at last; but when he speaks, he speaks
because he means to act.
A third argument to be used is that employed by Moses, the great name of God. How mightily
did he argue with God on one occasion upon this ground! “What wilt thou do for thy great name?
The Egyptians will say. Because the Lord could not bring them into the laud, therefore he slew
them in the wilderness.” There are some occasions when the name of God is very closely tied up
with the history of his people. Sometimes in reliance upon a divine promise, a believer will be led
to take a certain course of action. Now, if the Lord should not be as good as his promise, not only
is the believer deceived, but the wicked world looking on would say, Aha! aha! Where is your
God? Take the case of our respected brother, Mr. Muller, of Bristol. These many years he has
declared that God hears prayer, and firm in that conviction, he has gone on to build house after
house for the maintenance of orphans. Now, I can very well conceive that, if he were driven to a
point of want of means for the maintenance of those thousand or two thousand children, he might
very well use the plea, “What wilt thou do for thy great name?” And you, in some severe trouble,
when you have fairly received the promise, may say, “Lord, thou hast said, ‘In six troubles I will
be with thee, and in seven I will not forsake thee.’ I have told my friends and neighbours that I put
my trust in thee, and if thou do not deliver me now, where is thy name? Arise, O God, and do this
thing, lest thy honour be cast into the dust.” Coupled with this, we may employ the further
argument of the hard things said by the revilers. It was well done of Hezekiah, when he took
Rabshakeh's letter and spread it before the Lord. Will that help him? It is full of blasphemy, will
that help him? “Where are the gods of Arphad and Sepharvaim? where are the gods of the cities
which I have overthrown? Let not Hezekiah deceive you,saying that Jehovah will deliver you.”
Does that have any effect? Oh! yes, it was a blessed thing that Rabshakeh wrote that letter, for it
provoked the Lord to help his people. Sometimes the child of God can rejoice when he sees his
enemies get thoroughly out of temper and take to reviling. “Now,” he says, “they have reviled the
Lord himself; not me alone have they assailed, but the Most High himself. Now it is no longer the
poor insignificant Hezekiah with his little band of soldiers, but it is Jehovah, the King of angels,
who has come to fight against Rabshakeh. Now what wilt thou do, O boastful soldier of proud
Sennacherib? Shalt not thou be utterly destroyed, since Jehovah himself has come into the fray?
All the progress that is made by Popery, all the wrong things said by speculative atheists and so
on, should be by Christians used as an argument with God, why he should help the gospel. Lord;
see how they reproach the gospel of Jesus! Pluck thy right hand out of thy bosom! O God, they
defy thee! Antichrist thrusts itself into the place where thy Son once was honoured, and from the
very pulpits where the gospel was once preached Popery is now declared. Arise, O God, wake up
thy zeal, let thy sacred passions burn! Thine ancient foe again prevails. Behold the harlot of
Babylon once more upon her scarlet-coloured beast rides forth in triumph! Come, Jehovah, come,
Jehovah, and once again show what thy bare arm can do! This is a legitimate mode of pleading
with God, for his great name’s sake.
So also may we plead the sorrows of his people. This is frequently done. Jeremiah is the great
master of this art. He says, “Her Nazarites were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk, they
were more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing was of sapphire: their visage is blacker than

Lakeview Christian Center

46

Prayer Ministry Workshop
Pastor Keith Collins

a coal.” “The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen
pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!” He talks of all their griefs and straitnesses in the
siege. He calls upon the Lord to look upon his suffering Zion; and ere long his plaintive cries are
heard. Nothing so eloquent with the father as his child’s cry; yes, there is one thing more mighty
still, and that is a moan, — w hen the child is so sick that it is past crying, and lies moaning with
that kind of moan which indicates extreme suffering and intense weakness. Who can resist that
moan? Ah! and when God’s Israel shall be brought very low so that they can scarcely cry but only
their moans are heard, then comes the Lord’s time of deliverance, and he is sure to show that he
loveth his people. Dear friends, whenever you also are brought into the same condition you may
plead your moanings, and when you see a church brought very low you may use her griefs as an
argument why God should return and save the remnant of his people.
Brethren, it is good to plead with God the past. Ah, you experienced people of God, you know
how to do this. Here is David’s specimen of it: “Thou hast been my help. Leave me not, neither
forsake me.” He pleads God’s mercy to him from his youth up. He speaks of being cast upon his
God from his very birth, and then he pleads, “Now also, when I am old and greyheaded, O God,
forsake me not.” Moses also, speaking with God, says, “Thou didst bring this people up out of
Egypt." As if he would say, “Do not leave thy work unfinished; thou hast begun to build, complete
it. Thou hast fought the first battle; Lord, end the campaign! Go on till thou gettest a complete
victory.” How often have we cried in our trouble, “Lord, thou didst deliver me in such and such a
sharp trial, when it seemed as if no help were near; thou hast never forsaken me yet. I have set up
my Ebenezer in thy name. If thou hadst intended to leave me why hast thou showed me such
things? Hast thou brought thy servant to this place to put him to shame?” Brethren, we have to
deal with an unchanging God, who will do in the future what he has done in the past, because he
never turns from his purpose, and cannot be thwarted in his design; the past thus becomes a very
mighty means of winning blessings from him.
We may even use our own unworthiness as an argument with God. “Out of the eater comes
forth meat, and out of the strong comes forth sweetness.” David in one place pleads thus: “Lord,
have mercy upon mine iniquity, for it is great.” That is a very singular mode of reasoning; but
being interpreted it means, “Lord, why shouldest thou go about doing little things? Thou art a great
God, and here is a great sinner. Here is a fitness in me for the display of thy grace. The greatness
of my sin makes me a platform for the greatness of thy mercy. Let the greatness of thy love be
seen in me.” Moses seems to have the same on his mind when he asks God to show his great power
in sparing his sinful people. The power with which God restrains himself is great indeed. O
brothers and sisters, there is such a thing as creeping down at the foot of the throne, crouching low
and crying, “O God, break me not — I am a bruised reed. Oh! tread not on my little life, it is now
but as the smoking flax. Wilt thou hunt me? Wilt thou come out, as David said, “after a dead dog,
after a flea?” Wilt thou pursue me as a leaf that is blown in the tempest? Wilt thou watch me, as
Job saith, as though I were a vast sea, or a great whale? Nay, but because I am so little, and because
the greatness of thy mercy can be shown in one so insignificant and yet so rile, therefore, O God,
have mercy upon me.”
There was once an occasion when the very Godhead of Jehovah made a triumphant plea for the
prophet Elijah. On that august occasion, when he had bidden his adversaries see whether their god
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could answer them by fire, you can little guess the excitement there must have been that day in the
prophet’s mind. With what stern sarcasm did he say, “Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking,
or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awakened.” And
as they cut themselves with knives, and leaped upon the altar, oh the scorn with which that man of
God must have looked down upon their impotent exertions, and their earnest but useless cries! But
think of how his heart must have palpitated, if it had not been for the strength of his faith, when he
repaired the altar of God that was broken down, and laid the wood in order, and killed the bullock.
Hear him cry, “Pour water on it. You shall not suspect me of concealing fire; pour water on the
victim.” When they had done so, he bids them “Do it a second time;” and they did it a second time;
and then he says, “Do it a third time.” And when it was all covered with water, soaked and saturated
through, then he stands up and cries to God, “O God, let it be known that thou only art God.” Here
everything was put to the test. Jehovah’s own existence was now put, as it were, at stake, before
the eyes of men by this bold prophet. But how well the prophet was heard! Down came the fire
and devoured not only the sacrifice, but even the wood, and the stones, and even the very water
that was in the trenches, for Jehovah God had answered his servant’s prayer. We sometimes may
do the same, and say unto him, “Oh, by thy Deity, by thine existence, if indeed thou be God, now
show thyself for the help of thy people!”
Lastly, the grand Christian argument is the sufferings, the death, the merit, the intercession of
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I am afraid we do not understand what it is that we have at our command
when we are allowed to plead with God for Christ’s sake. I met with this thought the other day: it
was somewhat new to me, but I believe it ought not to have been. When we ask God to hear us,
pleading Christ’s name, we usually mean, “O Lord, thy dear Son deserves this of thee; do this unto
me because of what he merits.” But if we knew it we might go farther. Supposing you should say
to me, you who keep a warehouse in the city, “Sir, call at my office, and use my name, and say
that they are to give you such a thing.” I should go in and use your name, and I should obtain my
request as a matter of right and a matter of necessity. This is virtually what Jesus Christ says to us.
“If you need anything of God, all that the Father has belongs to me; go and use my name.” Suppose
you should give a man your cheque-book signed with your own name and left blank, to be filled
up as he chose; that would be very nearly what Jesus has done in these words, “If ye ask anything
in my name I will give it you.” If I had a good name at the bottom of the cheque I should be sure
that I should get it cashed when I went to the banker with it; so when you have got Christ’s name,
to whom the very justice of God hath become a debtor, and whose merits have claims with the
Most High, when you have Christ’s name there is no need to speak with fear and trembling and
bated breath. Oh waver not and let not faith stagger! When thou pleadest the name of Christ thou
pleadest that which shakes the gates of hell, and which the hosts of heaven obey, and God himself
feels the sacred power of that divine plea.
Brethren, you would do better if you sometimes thought more in your prayers of Christ’s griefs
and groans. Bring before the Lord his wounds, tell the Lord of his cries, make the groans of Jesus
cry again from Gethsemane, and his blood speak again from that frozen Calvary. Speak out and
tell the Lord that with such griefs, and cries, and groans to plead, thou canst not take a denial: such
arguments as these will speed you.
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III. If the Holy Ghost shall teach us how to order our cause, and how to fill our mouth with
arguments, the result shall be that WE SHALL HAVE OUR MOUTH FILLED WITH PRAISES.
The man who has his mouth full of arguments in prayer shall soon have his mouth full of
benedictions in answer to prayer. Dear friend, thou hast thy mouth full this morning, hast thou?
what of? Full of complaining? Pray the Lord to rinse thy mouth out of that black stuff, for it will
little avail thee, and it will be bitter in thy bowels one of these days. Oh have thy mouth full of
prayer, hill of it, full of arguments so that there is room for nothing else. Then come with this
blessed mouthful, and you shall soon go away with whatsoever you have asked of God. Only
delight thou thyself in him, and he will give thee the desire of thy heart.
It is said — I know not how truly — that the explanation of the text, “Open thy mouth wide
and I will fill it,” may not be found in a very singular Oriental custom. It is said that not many
years ago — I remember the circumstance being reported — the King of Persia ordered the chief
of his nobility, who had done something or other which greatly gratified him, to open his mouth,
and when he had done so he began to put into his mouth pearls, diamonds, rubies, and emeralds,
till he had filled it as full as it could hold, and then he bade him go his way. This is said to have
been occasionally done in Oriental Courts towards great favourites. Now certainly whether that be
an explanation of the text or not it is an illustration of it. God says, “Open thy mouth with
arguments,” and then he will fill it with mercies priceless, gems unspeakably valuable. Would not
a man open his mouth wide when he had to have it filled in such a style? Surely the most simpleminded among you would be wise enough for that. Oh! let us then open wide our mouth when we
have to plead with God. Our needs are great, let our askings be great, and the supply shall be great
too. You are not straitened in him; you are straitened in your own bowels. The Lord give you largemouthedness in prayer, great potency, not in the use of language, but in employing arguments.
What I have been speaking to the Christian is applicable in great measure to the unconverted
man. God give thee to see the force of it, and to fly in humble prayer to the Lord Jesus Christ and
to find eternal life in him.
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“Prophecy for Beginners”
Ten Frequently Asked Questions
Article by Jon Bloom, Staff writer, desiringGod.org
John Piper tells the story of when he and his wife, Noël, were expecting their fourth child, and a
woman shared with John a very dire “prophecy”: Noël would die in childbirth, and the baby
would be a girl. This prophecy seemed wrong. There was nothing edifying, encouraging, or
consoling about it (1 Corinthians 14:3). John wisely said nothing about it to Noël. The child was
born a boy, and mother and baby came through just fine.
This article is the fourth in a series of four articles on the gift of prophecy in the New Testament.
In the series, Jon Bloom explores both of the major positions, looks at examples in the church
today, and answers some frequently asked questions.
This is the kind of scary use of prophecy that can understandably make us cynical towards this
gift of the Holy Spirit, and understandably make many pastors want to steer away from its use in
their churches. What we need to remember is that damaging false prophecies foolishly
delivered without prior evaluation by wise, pastoral counsel have occurred throughout church
history. Even in the apostle Paul’s day, he had to exhort churches and their leaders to “not
quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good” (1
Thessalonians 5:19–21). The easiest way to avoid the messes this gift can make is to avoid the
gift.

Worth the Risk
However, we also could list examples of the scary uses of other spiritual gifts, such as teaching
or healing, yet we would not say that we should therefore avoid teaching people or praying for
their healing. So we must also not let the misuse of prophecy cause us to miss out on the
benefits the Spirit wants us to receive through this gift’s proper use. I have benefited from it
many times over the years — mostly on the receiving end. If I had the time and space, I’d tell
you stories:






Like the time God answered a very specific prayer through a text John Piper preached on.
Or the time God gave me a prophetic word from a friend, and gave my soon-to-be wife a
prophetic vision, which helped prepare us for a dark, trying season in our lives.
Or the time a missionary friend in Kazakhstan emailed me a prophetic word he sensed God
had for me, which arrived at the precise time I needed it to confirm a difficult decision I was
weighing — of which my friend had no knowledge.
Or the time I received a specific word regarding a personal matter for a stranger sitting next
to me on a plane that proved accurate.

Lakeview Christian Center

50

Prayer Ministry Workshop
Pastor Keith Collins



Or the times more recently when a man in Kansas (I didn’t know), a woman in New York (I
didn’t know), and a friend in Minneapolis all independently shared with me very similar
words they sensed God wanted me to know, which contributed to a constellation of
confirmations and helped me discern a difficult directional decision, of which none of them
had prior knowledge.

And there are more stories I could share. Yes, I’ve also seen prophecy used poorly, and
personally I’ve made some mistakes. But the edifying, encouraging, and consoling benefits I’ve
received and seen others receive have been so profound that I can say this gift is worth the
messiness it can sometimes cause.
If you’ve recently become convinced that God is still giving this gift to the church, or you’ve been
in the “cautious continuationist” camp too long (“caution” effectively inhibiting meaningful
pursuit), I’d like to share some practical counsel on how to get started “earnestly desiring” this
gift, and answer some frequently asked questions regarding prophecy.

Getting Started
What do you do if you’re not sure what to do next? How do we give legs to our “earnest desire”?
First, remember that prophecy is a gift of the Holy Spirit. It is given. So we are completely
dependent on the Spirit. The Spirit “apportions [his gifts] to each one individually as he wills” (1
Corinthians 12:11), and we are told that not everyone receives this gift (1 Corinthians 12:29).
But the Bible also tells us that unbelief quenches the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19–20), and that
the Spirit responds in proportion to our faith, specifically regarding prophecy (Romans 12:6). So
the first step in earnestly desiring the gift of prophecy is to seek to increase our faith for it. And
we can do this through prayer, preparation, and practice.

Prayer
First, ask the Spirit to teach you about prophecy. He’s the great teacher of the saints who Jesus
promises will “guide you into all the truth” (John 16:13). Ask him to guide you as you examine
this gift and seek it, for the upbuilding of others.
Second, since the Spirit is the giver of the gift of prophecy, ask him for it. But don’t ask
tentatively or half-heartedly. Ask boldly. If the gift is available, tell him that in obedience to 1
Corinthians 14:1, you earnestly want it. And ask repeatedly, persistently, even impudently (Luke
11:8). Tell other faithful pray-ers that you want this gift, and ask them to pray with you. If you
know folks who exercise prophecy with some effectiveness, ask them to pray for you. Take what
Jesus said in Luke 11:9–13 seriously and ask, believing that your Father longs to give you the
good gifts of the Holy Spirit.
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Preparation
Educate yourself on the gift of prophecy. Dig into 1 Corinthians chapters 12–14. Read Paul
carefully and seek to understand what he really means. Then read the book of Acts and study
every time a prophetic word or vision occurs. Keep your eyes open. You may discover details
you hadn’t seen before.
Avail yourself of helpful resources on this gift (and others). Type “prophecy” into Desiring God’s
search window, and you’ll find a list of helpful resources. You can also browse our resources on
spiritual gifts in general. Specifically, I’d recommend John Piper’s article “Signs and Wonders:
Then and Now,” his sermon series Are Signs and Wonders for Today?, and messages from a
pastors conference under the title “Spiritual Gifts and the Sovereignty of God.”
I’d also recommend some resources by Sam Storms. His book The Beginner’s Guide to
Spiritual Gifts provides a helpful introduction to prophecy and other gifts. Practicing the Power:
Welcoming the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in Your Life is a more practical guide to earnestly pursuing
these gifts. Sam’s church hosts an ongoing conference to help lovers of God’s word grow in the
use of God’s gifts. Past conference sessions are available to watch or listen to, free of charge.
These resources are a good place to begin to press into understanding the nature and use of
the gift of prophecy.

Practice
Beginning to practice this gift is where the rubber meets the road — and where we encounter
our fears. If we ask for prophecy and grow in our understanding of it, it is likely that the Spirit will
begin to give us promptings. In fact, you may recognize you’ve already experienced this gift,
even if you didn’t know what it was.
I believe that, for most people, it’s best not to learn to use this gift in larger public settings, but
rather with individuals or in small groups. A small group of people who are earnestly desiring
this gift together is an ideal place to nurture it. Group members can pray for each other. And an
atmosphere of trust can be cultivated where it’s safe and encouraged to share what you think
might be something from the Spirit — and to make mistakes. A safe place to fail is key to
growing in the use of any gift, especially one like this. Like any other gift, we grow in our
maturity in the use of prophecy over time (see FAQ #8 below).
Because this new covenant revelatory gift is processed and communicated by us fallibly, we
should never use authoritative language like “Thus says the Lord” when sharing what we think
may be a prophetic word. Rather, we should say something like, “I think the Lord might be
saying . . .” and we allow others to test it for themselves (1 Thessalonians 5:19–21; 1
Corinthians 14:29). Humility is also key in growing in the use of any gift, especially one like this.

Lakeview Christian Center

52

Prayer Ministry Workshop
Pastor Keith Collins

But don’t let fear of enduring the growing process stop you from moving forward. Seek to
intentionally increase your faith through prayer, preparation, and practice. I have found it is
worth the effort. Prophecy uniquely edifies, encourages, and consoles the saints of God, which
is why Paul recommended that we especially desire this gift. It is one important way God
expresses his love for his children. We neglect his gift to our own and others’ detriment.

Frequently Asked Questions
1. Is prophesying the same as preaching?
Not exclusively, but frequently. We know, from Paul’s writings, that prophecy and teaching are
not the same (1 Corinthians 12:28; 14:26). Teaching is expositing a biblical text and drawing out
a lesson, while prophesying is speaking something that the Spirit spontaneously brings to mind.
But what often happens during a preaching moment is an unusually powerful application of a
biblical text. Perhaps the clearest New Testament example is Peter prophetically preaching in
Acts 2:14–36, applying the texts of Joel 2, Psalm 16, and Psalm 110. That, of course, was an
unparalleled sermon, but it demonstrates an instance. Peter preached and thousands were “cut
to the heart” (Acts 2:37).
Many of us have sat under preaching that was unusually powerful and personally affecting. We
often call this “anointed preaching”; it may land on us like “teaching on steroids.” Often nonChristians are born again because of someone’s preaching — which means they encountered
“the spirit of prophecy,” which is “the testimony of Jesus” (Revelation 19:10). Other times
Christians are brought to deep conviction of sin or encouragement under someone’s preaching.
This is why many of the Puritans, like William Perkins, called preaching “prophesying.” And it is,
I believe, the most frequent way most Christians experience the gift of prophesy: Spiritempowered illumination and application of scriptural truth. In a previous article, I included two
extraordinary examples of prophetic preaching. But it occurs more frequently in less specific, but
personally profound, ways as well.
However, as the New Testament illustrates, prophecy is not limited to preaching as we typically
think of it (prepared exegetical sermons delivered in a local church or wider event context).
Ananias’s vision (Acts 9:10–16), Agabus’s foretelling (Acts 11:27–30; 21:10–11), Paul’s and
Barnabas’s missionary call (Acts 13:2–3), the Ephesian disciples’ spontaneous utterances,
Paul’s vision of the Macedonian man (Acts 16:9), the Spirit’s testifying to Paul in every city what
awaited him in Jerusalem (Acts 20:22–23), and the personal prophecies Timothy received (1
Timothy 1:18; 4:14) would not fit into the “anointed expository preaching” category. They came
outside of a preaching context — though each prophetic vision or word drew its power because
it was a personally applied scriptural truth.
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So I would say that the most common and most transformative way Christians experience the
gift of prophecy is through Spirit-empowered preaching and application of the Scriptures. This
may be one reason why, in 1 Corinthians 12:28, Paul lists “prophets” ahead of “teachers” as
gifts to the church. And I would say the less common way Christians experience prophecy is
through receiving revelatory dreams, visions, and what are often called “prophetic words.” This
is why Paul could encourage everyone in a local church to earnestly desire to prophesy (1
Corinthians 14:1).

2. Does a prophet make mistakes?
Remember that the way Paul describes the New Testament spiritual gift of prophecy is not
canon-level revelation delivered infallibly and authoritatively like the Scriptures. The way he
describes it, as I’ve argued elsewhere in more detail, is Holy Spirit-prompted, subordinate
revelation that readers of 1 Corinthians 14 and 1 Thessalonians 5:19–21 would expect to be
partially or fallibly reported, and therefore intended to be tested against and subject to the
infallible, authoritative revelation now contained for us in the sixty-six books of the Holy Bible.
Paul expects New Testament prophecy, the kind he refers to in 1 Corinthians 14, to be fallibly —
which means sometimes erroneously — delivered by people. Mistakes will happen, which is
why prophecy must be evaluated.
Far more detailed exegetical explanations have been made in the resources I’ve listed above,
as well as in Wayne Grudem’s extensive book on New Testament prophecy and D.A. Carson’s
Showing the Spirit.

3. First Corinthians 14 refers to the use of prophecy in corporate
worship. Is prophecy ever to be used outside corporate worship?
Paul does refer to the gathered church in 1 Corinthians 14. But here are a few observations to
keep in mind. First, most of the churches Paul was writing to were much smaller groups than
many of our churches today. Many would have been the size of large “small groups” to us.
Second, we can tell from 1 Corinthians 14:26 that the way these churches structured their
worship gatherings was different than the programmatic ways many of our churches structure
our gatherings today. Third, nowhere in the New Testament is prophecy prohibited outside of
corporate worship — Paul was addressing the specific context of the Corinthian church and we
shouldn’t read more into the text than is there. And fourth, as I mentioned in the answer to the
first question above, numerous New Testament prophetic messages were delivered in contexts
outside of what we might call a church worship service.
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4. Do both men and women prophesy?
Yes. This is clear in Acts 2:17–18, as Peter quotes from Joel 2:28–32:
“In the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams; even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out
my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.”
In addition, Acts 21:8–9 records that Philip the evangelist “had four unmarried daughters, who
prophesied,” and Paul gives instructions about how married women should publicly prophesy in
1 Corinthians 11:2–16.

5. Who tests prophecies today, and how?
According to 1 Corinthians 14:29–33, pastor-elders test prophecies, as well as the gathered
church. How this actually functions today depends on how churches are structured. I’ll give one
example of how it can be done.
In a precious church I was part of for eighteen years, the pastors made space during the music
portion of the corporate worship service for prophetic words to be shared. People who sensed
they had a word came up to a pastor designated to evaluate public contributions, shared it with
him, and the pastor discerned if it should be shared or not. If so, these people were allowed to
address the congregation from a microphone in one of the aisles. It frequently was encouraging
and consoling (1 Corinthians 14:3). Also, small group leaders were trained to evaluate prophetic
words so that they could be shared in small groups as well. In both cases, a prophecy was
evaluated by a leader and by the gathered church present.

6. Should my local church pastor-elders oversee my prophetic gift?
Yes. The New Testament does not have a category of loose cannon, unaccountable prophets
wandering around delivering messages. Such “prophets” have certainly appeared in church
history, but always to the detriment and damage of the church. God calls all Christians,
including prophetically gifted ones, to submit to duly appointed local church leaders (Hebrews
13:17; 1 Corinthians 14:37–38). And in the case of prophecies, we also submit to the evaluation
of our brothers and sisters in our local church (1 Corinthians 14:29–33).
Now, if you sense God has laid a text on your heart for a friend, your pastors will not object to
your encouraging someone else with the Scriptures. But if you think the Spirit may have given
you specific revelatory information regarding someone else, you should seek the blessing of
your pastor-elders before sharing it. What this looks like depends on the preference of your
leaders. The point is this: make sure to test specific information first — and this is all the more
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true the less experienced you are in using this gift. The more you demonstrate consistent
accuracy and upbuilding of others to your pastoral leaders, the more they will trust your
judgment. But you should not be regularly exercising what you believe is a prophetic gift without
their knowledge and blessing.

7. What if my church leaders hold a cessationist view of the revelatory
gifts?

Then do not seek to exercise what you understand to be a gift of prophecy while under their
pastoral authority. Make sure, though, that you understand clearly what they mean, and don’t
mean, by “prophecy.” Many cessationists believe that certain phenomena continuationists call
“prophecy” occur, but because they reserve the term “prophecy” for infallible, authoritative
Scripture revelation, they call the phenomena by other names, such as “spiritual impressions” or
“promptings.” Vern Poythress, a highly respected evangelical theologian, has written an
insightful paper to help cessationists and continuationists recognize common ground between
us. If your pastor-elders prefer to call this phenomena by a different name due to sincere
doctrinal conviction, submit to them by using their terminology.
But if your church leaders prohibit any “prophetic” phenomena, then submit to their authority for
as long as God has you under their authority and pray for the Spirit’s wisdom and guidance and
seek the counsel of wise, spiritually mature Christians as to what Christ may want you to do with
regard to your convictions on this issue.

8. Where does the New Testament tell us to “practice” (grow in skill
through repetitive use) prophesying?
It doesn’t, explicitly. Neither does it explicitly instruct us to practice teaching or leading or praying
for healing or discerning spirits or numerous other things. But after observing Jesus’s school of
disciples, Paul’s missionary strategies, and reading Ephesians 4:11–12, which tells that
apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers “equip the saints for the work of ministry,” it
should be more than clear to us that no one who receives a spiritual gift receives it in its fully
mature form. Everyone grows in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus (2 Peter 3:18). We
all repetitively practice the gifts we receive from the Spirit in order to grow in our effective use of
them. Prophecy is no different in that respect.
In the context of churches that are not used to the prophetic gift operating in a corporate setting,
or for some reason are too large or programmatically constrained, small groups can be a place
to encourage the use and maturing of this gift.
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9. What if you practice prophecy and the first 20 times you’re just
plain wrong?
Then you haven’t received the gift. Perhaps you haven’t received it yet, or perhaps you won’t
receive it. “Earnestly desiring” to prophesy obeys the apostolic imperative and pleases our Lord
(1 Corinthians 14:1). But he may not be pleased to give you this gift because he’s pleased to
give you another gift that is likewise indispensable to the body (1 Corinthians 12:14–31). I know
what this is like. I’ve received this gift for others a handful of times in my life, but it’s been rare.
Others I know receive this gift much more frequently.
So, ask for it, but don’t force it. Let the sovereign Spirit distribute the gifts as he will, and be
content with what you receive.

10. How do you know when to share what you think is a prophetic
word and when to wait?
If in doubt, wait. Paul tells us to exercise the gift of prophecy in proportion to our faith (Romans
12:6). The weight of this counsel increases with the gravity of the prophetic word you’re
discerning. So if you wake up in the middle of the night with a prophetic sense that someone is
in trouble and you should pray, then pray! It’s not a huge risk to check in with that person later.
But if you have a prophetic impression that someone is struggling with pornography, for
example, it is wise to pray first and ask God for confirmation. And, if at all possible, that sort of
impression should be passed by a pastor or wise, mature counselor for evaluation before
sharing with the individual concerned.
Not all prophetic words or impressions are meant to be shared. Some are meant only for
intercession. The more serious the prophetic impression, the more prayer-bathed and informed
discernment it requires.
A number of years ago, I had a strong impression that the Lord was leading two friends I knew
to get married. At the time, they seemed interested in each other but were not yet dating. The
impression was unusually strong, yet I (rightly) feared saying anything to either of them. When it
persisted, I submitted it to wise pastoral counsel and was confirmed that I should not share it but
that I was likely being given this impression for the purpose of prayer. I followed this wise
counsel. The two friends soon began courting and ended up marrying.
Again, don’t assume a prophetic word or impression must be shared. And I emphasize: the
more serious the impression, the more prayer and counsel and evaluation it requires before
sharing it with the people involved.

Redeemer Prayer Team: A Ministry of Intercession
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
— 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

The prayer team intercedes for — prays on behalf of — our church, its leaders, and its ministries.
Individually, members:
•

Pray consistent, intentional, Kingdom-centered prayers for Redeemer and the City. Members will receive emails
every other week (sometimes more often) about how they can pray for our church and its staff. We commit to
keeping all prayer requests confidential, not forwarding emails and refraining from conversation about them,
even if they’re not 'confidential' per se.

In person, members are invited to participate in:
•

Praying for Sunday services (weekly, 10:50–11:20am, room 406).
Using the Sunday bulletin, we’ll intercede for the church services, staff, volunteers, and ministries. We hope that
prayer team members will attend as often as possible, as well as invite friends and community group members.

•

Prayer & Praise Series (2nd Saturdays, October to June, 5:00–6:30pm, room 406)
Each month will feature a different theme, exploring one of Redeemer’s nine core values. The evenings will be
interspersed with small group prayer, scripture meditation, and singing.

•

Additional and/or special prayer sessions may be scheduled when urgently needed.

Optional:
•

Attend West Side Summit meetings. These times are to equip the lay church leadership.

•

Fast when we want to approach God for special prayer requests. Some do partial fasting; others a 24-hour fast.
Some fast from food; others from other things. Others may fast near the time of special prayer because they are
unable to do so on the actual day we will be praying.

The commitment runs for one ministry calendar year (September to August). Members can renew each
year as the Lord leads. Some might go off for a particularly busy season in their lives, and return at a later time.

Prerequisites: We ask that prior to joining the Prayer Team you are a member of Redeemer. Our intent is not to
be legalistic about church membership. Because at times we are entrusted with confidential or sensitive prayer
requests, we think of church membership as a way of saying, in effect, that the relationship with the church and its
leadership and people is a committed one. We also ask that you are an active member of a Community Group, since
that is the primary place where you are known and cared for at Redeemer.

If you are interested in joining the West Side Prayer Team: email wsprayer@redeemer.com
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Are You Called to Redeemer’s Prayer Team?
"Epaphras, who is one of you, and a servant of Jesus Christ... is always wrestling in prayer for you that you
may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured." – Col 4: 12
"All Christians have a role as intercessors but some have a gift and ministry above the ordinary."
– C. P. Wagner
"Kingdom Centered Prayer: It is focused on God's presence and kingdom. It is bold and specific. It is
prevailing. It calls to corporate repentance and longing for God." – Redeemer Church Planting Center

Identifying Those With a Ministry of Prayer
We are looking for people who may be hidden, who enjoy behind-the-scenes ministry, who want to partner with
those on the front line but don't know how to — or no one has ever asked. We want to equip and encourage them.
We don't need to orchestrate how they are to pray — the Spirit will do that — we will just let them know whom to
pray for and the vision God has given Redeemer. We will share prayer requests about staff, ministries, and special
needs so we can intercede intentionally and regularly for those on the firing line.

Earmarks of one called to a ministry of intercession (some, not all, is typical):
•

Love to pray… praying for extended periods of time is a joy and delight!

•

Content to be in ministry behind-the-scenes — or, if also involved in front-line ministry, make prayer a priority
in that ministry engagement

•

Desire to grow in praying and to learn more about prayer

•

Expect God to hear their prayer and to answer according to His wisdom

•

See answers to prayer regularly

•

Receive regular insight and scripture that informs their praying

•

Keep tenaciously a personal confidence of another

•

Place pastors and/or ministries as a high priority in their total prayer life

•

Sought after by others for prayer

•

Enjoy intimacy with the Lord in their daily walk with Him

•

Has often a compassion/mercy gifting

•

Feel comfortable praying alone, with others, in different environments, at various times of the day

If these qualities describe you and you are interested in joining the West Side Prayer Team:
email wsprayer@redeemer.com
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What is Kingdom-Centered Prayer?
We often think about prayer as a means to get our personal needs met. However, prayer is really a means to praise
and adore God, to know Him, to come into His presence, and be transformed by Him. We need to better learn how
to pray, repent, and petition God as a people.
“Kingdom-centered prayer is not mere instinct but it is Spirit enabled; not man-centered but Godcentered; not self-serving but Kingdom-serving; not sentimental but Scriptural; not solo but concerted;
not timid but bold; not passive resignation but proactive cooperation. Kingdom-centered prayer is the
Spirit-enabled reverent cry of God’s adopted sons and daughters, seeking their Father’s glory by
persistently asking Him for the nations, their promised inheritance.” – Archie Parrish
Biblically and historically, the one non-negotiable, universal ingredient in times of spiritual renewal is corporate,
prevailing, intensive, and kingdom-centered prayer. What is that?

1. It is focused on God's presence and kingdom. Jack Miller talks about the difference between
"maintenance prayer" and "frontline" prayer meetings. Maintenance prayer meetings are short, mechanical, and
totally focused on physical needs inside the church. But frontline prayer has three basic traits: 1) a request for grace
to confess sins and humble ourselves; 2) a compassion and zeal for the flourishing of the church and reaching the
lost; and 3) a yearning to know God, to see His face, to see His glory. Now these are not trite statements. It is quite
clear when listening to a prayer meeting whether these traits are present. Most interesting is to study Biblical
prayer for revival such as in Acts 4 or Exodus 33 or Nehemiah 1. In these passages, the three elements are easy to
see. Notice, for example, in Acts 4, that the disciples, whose lives had been threatened, did not ask for protection for
themselves and their families, but only boldness to keep preaching!

2. It is bold and specific. Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones notes that the greatest men were quite bold in prayer, highly
specific, and filled their mouths with arguments. In commenting on Moses' prayer for glory in Exodus 33, he writes:
"I commend to you the reading of biographies of men who have been used by God in the church throughout the
centuries, especially in revival. And you will find this same holy boldness, this argumentation, this reasoning, this
putting the case to God, pleading His own promises. Oh, that is the whole secret of prayer, I sometimes think.
Thomas Goodwin uses a wonderful term. He says, ‘Sue Him for it, sue Him for it.’ Do not leave Him alone. Pester
Him, as it were, with His own promise. Quote the Scripture to Him. And, you know, God delights to hear us doing it,
as a Father likes to see this element in His own child who has obviously been listening to what his Father has been
saying.”

3. It is prevailing, corporate. By this we mean simply that prayer should be constant, not sporadic and brief.
Why? Are we to think that God wants to see us grovel? Why do we not simply put our request in and wait? The
answer is that we had not been so impertinent. Sporadic, brief prayer is so because we do not make time for it. It
shows a lack of dependence, a self-sufficiency, and thus we have not built an altar that God can honor with his fire.
We must pray without ceasing, pray long, pray hard, and we will find that the very process is bringing about that
which we are asking for—to have our hard hearts melted, to tear down barriers, to have the glory of God break
through.

4. It calls to corporate repentance and longing for God. In addition, kingdom-centered prayer is
characterized by repentance over our lack of love, joy, zeal for the lost, hunger for God, and so on. Any church has
corporate sins. This must be done wisely! It must be accompanied by (and based on) enormous hope. We have hope
in the gospel that God can do mighty things in our midst. Corporate repentance should usually be done in
conjunction with setting concrete plans for change and outreach. Prayer meetings should also combine repentance
with keeping accounts of answered prayer, new conversions and other victories. See 2 Corinthians 7 for the dangers
of falling into depressing remorse and regret, rather than repentance that brings zeal.

Redeemer Presbyterian Church • West Side Prayer Ministry • Feb 2016

