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“Grace Realized” 

Gratitude & Grace (Pt. 1)                                          November 21, 2021 

 

1 Cor 15:1-10   Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which 

you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 

believed in vain. 

                      3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 

also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 

the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. 

On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 

me. 

…the Gospel EXPLAINED and Grace REALIZED     

 

“Grace” – The Common Christian Vocabulary Word 

 

…Grace is a vocabulary word that is common to every Christian     …But Does it Always Weigh the Same 
to Us? 

“The Reformation produced an era of great thinkers, artists, and workers because it raised God high and 
bowed low the human head before his majesty. But today the superficial and trivial crowds out the 
profound and the reverent—even in our public worship. Our services are often celebrations of ourselves 
more than they are of God, more entertainment than worship. …Never before, not even in the medieval 
church, have Christians been so obsessed with themselves. Never before have people entertained such 
grandiose notions about humans and such puny views of God. …Never before, perhaps, has God been so 
totally forgotten and lowered in our estimation. Self-esteem, self-image, self-confidence, self-this, and 
self-that have replaced talk of God’s attributes. Ironically, this has created the opposite of its intention. 
The more time we spend contemplating our own greatness in the mirror, the more clearly we are bound 
to see the warts. Without the knowledge of God in whose image we have been created and the grace 
which has made us children of God, narcissism (self-love) evolves quickly into depression (self-hate).”  
Michael Horton, Putting Amazing Back Into Grace, p. 18 

 

“…once we have established an understanding of God’s grace and its pattern in our lives we may mistake 
that for the experience of God’s grace. But there is a world of difference between knowledge of the truth 
in this systematic sense and a personal experience of its powers.”  Sinclair Ferguson, The Christian Life, p. 
19-20  
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Grace REALIZED  

Gratitude Gets Personally EXPRESSED as Grace is Deeply REALIZED 
 

Paul’s Realization of Grace!! 
 

1 Cor 15:3-10    For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 

also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 

the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. 

On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 

me. 
 

Paul’s Intentional Emphasis on Grace  …&…  Paul’s Personal Apprehension of Grace  
 

Rom 5:1-2    Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 

In the New Testament, and especially in Paul, not only the forgiveness of sins but also the entire living 
of the Christian life can be seen to result from God’s continuous bestowal of grace.”   Wayne Grudem, 
Systematic Theology, p. 240 

 

      In the New Testament, ‘grace’ is a word of central importance—the key word in fact of Christianity. 
…Grace is the sum and substance of New Testament faith.”  J.I. Packer, 18 Words – the Most Important 
Words You Will Ever Know, p.91-92 

 

1) The Realization of One’s Unworthiness (v. 9)   “…for I am the least! Unworthy! I was an 

enemy and antagonistic!”  
 

…Common to Paul’s Realization of Grace is His Realization of His Own Unworthiness! 

Rom 5:6-10   For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.   … 8 but God shows his 

love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been 

justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 

we be saved by his life. 

… “weak”, “ungodly”, “sinners”, “enemies”  
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Eph 2:1-7    And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of 

this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 

disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 

body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in 

mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made 

us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us 

with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
 

“…modern men and women are convinced that, despite all their little peccadilloes—drinking, gambling, 
reckless driving, sexual laxity, black and white lies, sharp practice in trading, dirty reading, and what have 
you—they are at heart thoroughly good folks. Then, as pagans do, they imagine God as a magnified 
image of themselves and assume that God shares his own complacency about himself. The thought of 
themselves as creatures fallen from God’s image, rebels against God’s rule, guilty and unclean in God’s 
sight, fit only for God’s condemnation, never enters their heads.”  J.I. Packer, Knowing God, p. 130 

…We just don’t think our situation is really that bad!   

 

“Amazing Grace”  … “that saved a WRETCH like me!!!”    (NOT – “Substantial Grace” 

that saved humanity”) 

 

1) The Realization that Grace Defines Us (v. 10   “…by the grace of God I am what I am”) 

— Grace is what writes our story! ..Something in God that intends to do us good—in spite of 

ourselves—and even in contradiction to ourselves  

Rom 9:6-13   But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 

belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac 

shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of 

God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: 

“About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but also when 

Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and 

had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not 

because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As 

it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  
 

Rom 11:1-6   I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 

of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? 3 “Lord, they 

have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life.” 4 

But what is God's reply to him? “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee 

to Baal.” 5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no 

longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.  
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V. 5-6 … These Life Defining Purposes are the Product of GRACE at work! Your life and your circumstances 

are being Defined By GRACE—NOT by Your Human Achievement or Strength or Success or 

Faithfulness!!  

 

2) The Realization that Grace is Intentional, Specific and Targeted     (v. 10  “…his grace 

toward me”)  

If there is a “major disconnect” for many of us, it is that we possess an awareness of “grace” that is “de-

personalized”!!—a doctrine that I don’t make personal enough! …Not so with Paul:  
 

Rom 1:1, 5  Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  … 5 

through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake 

of his name among all the nations, 

Rom 12:3-6    For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than 

he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 
5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us,  
 

Eph 3:7-8  Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the 

working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach 

to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

  

My Salvation is a Specific & Intentional Act of God Toward Me! 

“God does not owe it to anyone to stop justice taking its course. He is not obliged to pity and 
pardon…  Grace is free, in the sense of being self-originated and of proceeding from One who was 
free not to be gracious. Only when it is seen that what decides each individual’s destiny is whether 
or not God resolves to save him from his sins, and that this is a decision which God need not make in 
any single case, can one begin to grasp the biblical view of grace.” J.I. Packer, Knowing God, p. 132 

 

3) The Realization that Grace is Efficacious  (v. 10   “…his grace toward me was not in vain on 

the contrary, I worked harder than any of them”)  

 

4) The Realization that Grace is Continuously Working in My Life   (v. 10  I worked harder 

than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.) 
 

“…by way of conclusion …think for a moment of the response which the knowledge of God’s grace should 
draw forth from us. It has been said that in the New Testament, doctrine is grace, and ethics is gratitude; 
and something is wrong with any form of Christianity in which, experimentally and practically, this saying 
is not being verified.  …gratitude will move anyone who has truly received grace…”. J.I. Packer, Knowing 
God, p. 136-137 

… “Gratitude Expressed Comes from Grace Realized” 


