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INTRO …Simple Obedience in Complicated 

Matters …and Help for Moms who pray! 

 

James 5:16-20   “…The prayer of a righteous 

person has great power as it is working. 17 

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and 

he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and 

for three years and six months it did not rain 

on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and 

heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. 

                 19 My brothers, if anyone among you 

wanders from the truth and someone brings 

him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings 

back a sinner from his wandering will save his 

soul from death and will cover a multitude of 

sins. 
2 Things:    

(1)  Prayer Powerfully Moves the 
Kingdom to Come   

(2)  the Kingdom Coming is Complex  

For my present purposes it is enough to discern 
the basic outline of the biblical plot. The sovereign 
and utterly good God created a good universe. We 
human beings rebelled; rebellion is now so much a 
part of our makeup that we are all enmeshed in it. 
Every scrap of suffering we face turns on this fact. 
The Bible itself centers on how God takes action to 
reverse these dreadful effects and their root 
cause, sin itself; and the believer’s hope is the new 
heaven and earth where neither sin nor sorrow 
will ever be experienced again.”  D.A. Carson, How 
long, O Lord? (2nd ed.) p. 43 

...There is some complexity to "how God takes 
action to reverse these dreadful effects and 
their root cause, sin itself" ...so, our prayers 
that are powerfully bringing the kingdom to 
come, are doing so where sin, suffering, human 
desires, and human wandering are all still 
present! 
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Sometimes we can get so close to something we 
cannot see it properly. Stand with your eyes one 
inch from a large tree and stare straight ahead for 
five minutes. Try to imagine what it would be like 
if you had never seen a tree before. Would this 
first exposure to a tree prove very enlightening? 
You must stand back a bit to appreciate the whole 
tree. That is not to say there is no place for minute 
examination of the bark or a leaf; but if that is all 
you examine, you lose sight of the tree. So also 
with the study of Scripture. One can become so 
engrossed in the study of this verse or that book 
that the Bible’s “plot,” its story line, drops from 
view." D.A. Carson , How long, O Lord? (2nd 
edition) (p. 39). IVP 

...Prayer’s Perspective—from more than 

“1 Inch Away” 

…Back to James  
 

Prayer IS a Powerful Force in the 

Kingdom of God—it “accomplishes much”!  

…Prayer that Moves the World is 

understood to be prayer that is in 

agreement with God and His Will!    …thus, 

Prayer is Complex! 

John 15:7 If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you.  

Ps 37:4  Delight yourself in the LORD, 

and he will give you the desires of 

your heart.  

1 John 5:14-15 And this is the 

confidence that we have toward him, 

that if we ask anything according to 

his will he hears us. 15 And if we 

know that he hears us in whatever we 

ask, we know that we have the 

requests that we have asked of him.  

 

DROUGHTS… 

• Sometimes the Will of God is a 

Drought! …v. 17-18    …it would be wrong to 

assume that Elijah accomplished something 

with prayer that God was against!   
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1 Kings 16:29-33  In the thirty-eighth year 

of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son 

of Omri began to reign over Israel, 

and Ahab the son of Omri reigned 

over Israel in Samaria twenty-two 

years. 30 And Ahab the son of Omri 

did evil in the sight of the LORD, 

more than all who were before him.  … 
32 He erected an altar for Baal in the 

house of Baal, which he built in 

Samaria. 33 And Ahab made an 

Asherah. Ahab did more to provoke 

the LORD, the God of Israel, to 

anger than all the kings of Israel who 

were before him.  
 

How might people pray about a 

“drought” descending upon their lives 

and their world? 

 
 

• Sometimes The Will of God Engages 

Human WANDERING    …James’ next 

thought after the Elijah story is centered on— 

“if anyone among you WANDERS from the 

truth” (and they’re in need of being “brought 

back”)  
 

…We live in a World that is filled 

with WANDERING that is in need of 

being “Brought Back”!    

…Humanity wandered in the Garden 

of Eden 

 …Humanity wandered into “pervasive 

evil”—and God sent a flood               

…Elijah Prays Down a Drought and 

Calls People to Return                   

…The Exile Chapter of the O.T. was 

God “Bringing Back” a People who had 

WANDERED!  
 

…What about World Scale Activities 

today… 
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God is still the God of all the nations, 
acknowledged or not. Wars, as we have seen in an 
earlier chapter, can be looked at, from a Christian 
perspective, in several ways. But surely one of 
them is the perspective of judgment.  …Still, most 
of us have swung too far the other way: we think 
along such naturalistic lines that we allow little 
room for God. We have certainly not taken to 
heart the biblical portrait of a God of justice, who 
holds all to account, both individuals and nations, 
and who sovereignly works out his purposes, 
sometimes behind the scenes in mysterious 
providences that use the evil machinations of 
mere mortals to raise up and put down entire 
nations and peoples.”  D.A. Carson, How Long O 
Lord? (2nd edition) (p. 89-90). IVP. 

…God raises up exalts kings, 
kingdoms and lays them low    

 

…James dials this “bringing back” activity of 

God to a very local/personal level!    

Jam 4:1-4  What causes quarrels and what 

causes fights among you? Is it not 

this, that your passions are at war 

within you? 2 You desire and do not 

have, so you murder. You covet and 

cannot obtain, so you fight and 

quarrel. You do not have, because 

you do not ask. 3 You ask and do 

not receive, because you ask 

wrongly, to spend it on your 

passions. 4 You adulterous people! 

Do you not know that friendship 

with the world is enmity with God? 
 

…There are moments in that 
Wandering/Bringing Back Interaction that 
the thing to pray for is DROUGHT!  

"...one of the main teachings of the Bible is that 
almost no one grows into greatness or finds God 
without suffering, without pain coming into our 
lives like smelling salts to wake us up to all sorts of 
facts about life and our own hearts to which we 
were blind." Tim Keller, Walking with God 
Through Pain and Suffering, p. 80 
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DIFFICULTIES… 

…The Same James who writes powerfully 
about prayer has opened his letter preparing 
people to face suffering and closes the letter 
engaging those who are sick and need the 
prayers of the elders.  

 

Jam 1:2-4 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you 

meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know 

that the testing of your faith produces 

steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 

have its full effect, that you may be perfect 

and complete, lacking in nothing.  
 

…How Does One Pray about 

Trials?  
 

… this powerful and needed encouragement 
that Prayer is Mighty and Accomplishes Things is 
set in a book that includes “trials of various 
kinds”, a “lack of wisdom”, a “steadfastness 
under trials”, the “temptations and lures of our 
own desires”, “misplaced affections”, “sickness 
in our bodies”, and “wandering from the 
truth”…          James expected his readers to be 
able to wield this mysterious and powerful 
sword of prayer in their lives—even with all 
these “competing ingredients” all around 
them! 

 

A Simple Statement, amidst a Complex Topic… 

Jam 1:17-18 Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of 

his own will he brought us forth by the 

word of truth, that we should be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures.  


