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November 14, 2021 
  
 

Sanctification = Walking in 
God’s Love  

 
• We have already learned that 

justification is God’s decree that 
we are no longer guilty of any sin 
whatsoever and forever. This is 
now our new and permanent 
spiritual status which is the work 
of God’s love.  
 
▪ Romans 5:5 –– the love of God 

has been poured out into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit Who 
has been given to us. 

 

• On the other hand, sanctification 
is the fruit of God’s justifying love 
and manifests itself as the Holy 
Spirit grows the fruit of God’s love 
within us.  
 
▪ Galatians 5:22-23 –– the fruit 

of the Spirit is love , joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control. 
 

• Sanctification is a double work: 
 
▪ First –– It is God’s work in us. 

 
▪ Phil 2:13 –– it is God who is 

at work in you, both to will 
and to work for good 
pleasure. 
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▪ Second ––  It is our work of 

cooperation with God’s work. 
 
▪ 2 John 6 –– And this is love: 

that we walk in obedience 
to His commands. As you 
have heard from the 
beginning, His command is 
that you walk in love. 

 
 

• In John 15:1-5, Jesus used the 
analogy of gardening to describe 
this sanctifying ministry of the 
Spirit.  
 
▪ John 15:1-5 –– I am the true 

vine, and My Father is the 
vinedresser. 2 "Every branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit, He 
takes away; and every branch 
that bears fruit, He prunes it so 
that it may bear more fruit... 3 
"You are already clean because 
of the word which I have 
spoken to you. 4 "Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself unless 
it abides in the vine, so neither 
can you unless you abide in Me. 
5 "I am the vine, you are the 
branches; he who abides in Me 
and I in him, he bears much 
fruit, for apart from Me you 
can do nothing. 
 
 

• Sanctification is the cultivating 
pruning ministry of the Spirit as 
described in Rom. 12:1-2. 
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▪ Romans 12:1-2 ––  Therefore I 

urge you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service of 
worship. 2 And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, so that you may 
prove the good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God... 
 

 

• Why does Galatians 5:22 begin 
with joy and peace? Because the 
soil of our garden is devoid of the 
necessary spiritual ingredients to 
grow the flowers of God’s love, 
the Spirit adds the spiritual 
minerals of joy and peace.  

 
 

• This joy spoken of here is Jesus’ 
own joy: 
 
▪ John 15:11 –– I have told you 

this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be 
complete. 

 
 

• This peace spoken of here is Jesus’ 
own peace: 

 
▪ John 14:27 –– My peace I give 

you.  
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• This is peace guards our hearts in 
God’s love: 

 
▪ Philippians 4:7 –– And the 

peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

▪ Colossians 3:15 –– Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts. 

 
 

• The next six facets of the fruit of 
the Spirit can be compared to the 
spiritual tools of God’s that the 
Spirit uses cultivate our garden so 
that it is transformed into God’s 
Garden: patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control.  
 

 

• God is transforming our garden by 
His love so that we are becoming 
the garden of His love.  
 
 

• The final result of our 
sanctification is that we are the 
corporate expression of the Lord 
Jesus and become God’s 
corporate Garden in which the 
Face of Jesus is seen. 

 

 


