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The Great Pause of the Greatest Man 

The Great Pause – Pt. 2                                                   January 9, 2022  

 

INTRO … “The Next Chapter”  

 

Matthew 3:13 - 4:11    The Baptism of Jesus & The Temptation of Jesus 

      13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let 

it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was 

baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This 

is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

    1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting 

forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of 

God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are 

the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,  

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and  

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil 

took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to 

him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! 

For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 

and him only shall you serve.’” 
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.  

[Lk 4:13  And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune 

time.] 
 

Matt 4:1-11 …The Great Pause of 40 Days   

 

…Ponder This Inaugural Moment!  

• There’s the “Baptism Event”  

• “Meet the Devil”!!    

v. 1  “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”     

…Clearly this moment is Orchestrated by the Holy Spirit!  
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A Familiar 1st Thing!  

THIS is the Pause Faced by Adam & Eve at the DAWN of HUMAN HISTORY!  …As Adam & 

Eve set out on God’s Ordained Mission for Their Lives—They Too MEET THE DEVIL & 

TEMPTATION! 
 

Genesis 3:1-6     1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 

had made.  

    He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And 

the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, 

‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 

lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So 

when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 

tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 

husband who was with her, and he ate.  
 

WHY …was Jesus “Led by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil?”   …Because Jesus is the 2nd 

Adam! …He has come to Fulfill God’s Purpose—where the 1st Adam and all in Adam have Failed!  

…As in Everything Christ Has Done in Our Stead—This Uniquely Informs Us!!  

o Jesus Righteousness is the SOURCE of Our Confidence in Justification!  
o The Holy Spirit’s Transforming Work is the SOURCE of Our Confidence in Sanctification & 

Freedom!  
o Jesus Victory over Satan is the SOURCE of Our Confidence in Temptation! 

 

The Purpose of God …and an Alternative to be Considered! 

…Ponder Our 2022 in This Light!   …The God who calls man to “fill the earth and subdue it” …who calls 

Jesus to Redeem those in Adam     …who calls us to “go and make disciples” —Has a Living Spiritual 

Opponent Who Faithfully Offers an ALTERNATIVE!! 
 

• There’s an Alternative View of God’s Goodness (His Character) being offered! (To Adam/Eve & 

to Jesus!)   

 

• There’s an Alternative Path/Method to Finding a GOOD LIFE!   …For Jesus it was a Shortcut that 

Avoided Suffering!        ...For Adam & Eve it was “Unrestrained Knowledge” (Creaturely Infinitude without 

Divine Dependence) 

…As You Pause at the Doorway of 2022 …Be Informed—You WILL be Offered Alternatives 

to God’s Purpose  …and They Will “FEEL” like they are “Easier, Shortcuts to a GOOD Place”  
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The Pause that is Common to Man 

…This Moment is Certainly the Day of Perfect Prevailing of the 2nd Adam!   …But Part of This is 

Simply a Needed Awareness of Our “Missional Conditions in a Fallen World”!!            …The Next 

chapter (“2022”) will be done in the presence of a Live Opponent and with Real Temptations!  

So when we read the account of Jesus' temptations, we must realize how much is at stake here. If he fails, he will 
be in the same class as the old Adam and there will be no new people, the lion will devour the world and all the 
green grass and fruit trees and crystal streams and darting fish will be burned up in the fire of judgment. But if 
Jesus succeeds in combat with the lion, he will be able to liberate a new people who learn from him what is truly 
real …and what is illusion, a people who learn from him how to do battle with Satan and escape the fog of his 
falsehoods,  … Here in Luke 4:1—14 in the wilderness beyond the Jordan our Commander-in-Chief, fighting in a 
trench just like ours, turns back the enemy and teaches us how to do the same.”  John Piper, “Christ in Combat: 
Defense by the Spirit” 

1 Peter 5:8-9    Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are 

being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.  

Eph 6:10-12    Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  
 

…Am I prepared to take THIS verse into the next chapter of my life in 2022  …into my 

personal battle with sin and habits and strongholds  …into the next chapter in my marriage   

…into the next chapter in my church  …into the next chapter in Life in America 

 

…DOES ANYONE BELIEVE IN THE DEVIL ANYMORE? 

Our nation is more divided than it’s been since the Civil War, and the last thing we need is more gas on 
the fire. All I want to do is name the felt experience of following Jesus in our cultural moment, and I just 
can’t find a better metaphor: it feels like a war for the soul. We feel this constant conflict not just “out 
there” in culture or in our digital newsfeeds but inside the fabric of our own minds and bodies. A kind of 
inner tug-of-war that is emotionally exhausting and spiritually depleting, a tearing at the fabric of our 
souls’ peace.     …On paper, everything is fine: I live in a beautiful home in a great city with the best 
coffee in the world. I have a job as a pastor. I’m free to teach the Way of Jesus, at least for now. Heck, 
my kids and I even get to walk the dog to the park and stop along the way for ice cream. Why do I feel so 
tired? Worn down? Not in body, but in mind? Why do I feel so battered and bruised? Why does every 
day feel like a battle just to stay faithful, to keep following Jesus?     …Here’s an idea: maybe because it 
is.    …Our generation has a low comfort level with military metaphors and faith. We prefer to think of 
following Jesus as a journey or lifestyle rather than a war. But our spiritual ancestors didn’t share our 
reticence with war imagery. They were far more adroit at naming the reality of spiritual conflict than we 
are today. For centuries, teachers of the Way of Jesus used a paradigm that’s been lost in the modern 
era, that of “the three enemies of the soul.” The world. The flesh. And the devil.1 They saw the three 
enemies of the soul as alien invaders from hell and a kind of counter-trinity to God himself.”  John Mark 
Comer, Live No Lies, p. xix 
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Honestly, many of us, even in the church, have left these ideas behind as relics of the premodern world. 
We laugh at the devil as a premodern myth, akin to Thor’s hammer or Santa Claus. We scratch our heads at 
the New Testament’s language of the flesh in a sensual culture where people equate feeling good with 
being good.   …Whether consciously or subconsciously, we’re quick to dismiss these categories all together. 
But then we wonder why we feel an incessant tug-of-war in our chests that sabotages our peace. And 
we’re mystified by the chaos in our newsfeeds. Why is the world such a mess? Why am I?   …While it’s easy 
to scoff at the ancient categories, I believe the world, the flesh, and the devil are alive and well; and aided 
by our skepticism, they are wreaking havoc in our souls and society.”  John Mark Comer, Live No Lies, p xxi  

 

I have a soul. You have one too. And your soul, like mine, is locked in a war with lies. And like the ancient 
Spartans who were born and bred to be soldiers, with no choice in the matter, we too have no choice but 
to fight.22   …make no mistake: I’m calling you, dear reader, to war. Now, I could be delusional. Or worse, 
out to con you for book sales. (After all, writing about the devil is the best possible route to the bestseller 
list, right?) But I’m betting you can’t help but ask yourself… Why is my mind under so much duress? Why 
do I feel inflicted by the ideologies of our time? Why do I feel this tug-of-war of desires in my own chest? 
Why do I keep coming back to self-defeating behavior? Why is there a steady stream of bad news from 
across the world? Why does injustice rage when so many of us decry it as evil? Why can’t we seem to fix 
the world’s deepest problems, even with all our money and technology and political prowess? And why do 
I even care? Why does it weigh on me so heavily? Consider this: Could it be our souls are at war with 
another world?”  John Mark Comer, Live No Lies, p xxx 

…Human Existence Greets a Live Opponent in the opening chapter …as does Jesus in His great 

Chapter of Redemption  …a Spiritual Opponent who seeks “an opportune time”!  …May we be more 

heads up in 2022, than we perhaps were in 2020 & 2021! 

 


