
Feb 10 - Devotional - “Searching My Heart” 
 

The heart is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately sick; 

who can understand it? 
10 “I the Lord search the heart 

and test the mind, Jeremiah 17:9-10 

 

Search me, O God, and know my heart! 

Try me and know my thoughts! 
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting! Psalms 139:23-24 

 

We all live our lives with internal conflict. God is restoring this fallen world to a “righteous orbit” 

around His glory and purpose—BUT, that purpose sometimes bumps into my fears or my pride 

or my irritability and ambitions. Not only are these inner motives in conflict with God’s will for 

me, but I can also find myself in allegiance with these wayward cravings! ...This is where I need 

the Holy Spirit to search me and find these misplaced loyalties in my heart—the Bible refers to 

these loyalties as “idols”. Consider these thoughts from Timothy Keller, and ask the Lord to help 

you to better understand the other values, priorities, and passions that compete for control of 

our hearts. 

 

...What are the fears that I experience in my life? What am I afraid of? How am I 

responding to those fears?  

...What are the ambitions in my soul? What are the things that I press hard to have or 

experience? What am I hoping for in these places?  

...Am I content in the life that God has provided for me? Am I disappointed with my life? 

If I am unhappy or lacking joy—what’s the source of that unhappiness?  

...What habits do I indulge, that I know God doesn’t want for me? What am I after in 

those pursuits? 

 

Excerpts from Counterfeit Gods, by Timothy Keller 

“We may not physically kneel before the statue of Aphrodite, but many young women today are 

driven into depression and eating disorders by an obsessive concern over their body image. We 

may not actually burn incense to Artemis, but when money and career are raised to cosmic 

proportions, we perform a kind of child sacrifice, neglecting family and community to achieve a 

higher place in business and gain more wealth and prestige. (p. xii) 

 

“...In Ezekiel 14:3, God says about the elders of Israel, ‘These men have set up idols in their 

hearts.’ Like us, the elders must have responded to this charge, ‘Idols? What idols? I don’t see 

any idols.’ God was saying that the human heart takes good things like a successful career, 

love, material possessions, even family, and turns them into ultimate things. Our hearts deify 

them as the center of our lives, because, we think, they can give us significance and security, 

safety and fulfillment, if we attain them.” (p. xiv) 



 

“What is an idol? It is anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your 

heart and imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what only God can give. 

...A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you lose it, your 

life would feel hardly worth living. An idol has such a controlling position in your heart that you 

can spend most of your passion and energy, your emotional and financial resources, on it 

without a second thought. It can be family and children, or career and making money, or 

achievement and critical acclaim, or saving ‘face’ and social standing. It can be a romantic 

relationship, peer approval, competence and skill, secure and comfortable circumstances, your 

beauty or your brains, a great political or social cause, your morality and virtue, or even success 

in Christian ministry. ...An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, ‘If I have 

that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know I have value, then I’ll feel significant and 

secure.’ There are many ways to describe that kind of relationship to something, but perhaps 

the best one is worship. (p. xvii) 


