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WELCOME to Lamb of God Lutheran Church! 
For your convenience, the service is printed in this worship folder. 

 

We gather together on one of the longest nights of the year to celebrate the birth of Christ. The 
Church celebrates the birth of Jesus at this time of year for great reason: as we hit the darkest 
hours of the year we remember that the true light has come to be with us. The darkness of the 
world has been pierced with the light of Christ, just like the candles and flames around you pierce 
the darkness of the room. Our service begins where the story begins, at the very beginning when 
God looked upon the world and called it good. Our readings will go from the start to the Fall to the 
Promise to the Promise born and to the world today. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES AND CHRIST CANDLE 
CAROL Once in Royal David’s City  LSB 376 v.1-2,4-5 

1 Once in royal David’s city      
    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
    In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
2 He came down to earth from heaven,    

    Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
    And His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

  
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him,     

    Through His own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle 
    Is our Lord in heav’n above; 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 
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5 Not in that poor, lowly stable    
    With the oxen standing by 
Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 
    Set at God’s right hand on high. 
Then like stars His children, crowned, 
All in white, His praise will sound! 

 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

P Christ is Born! 
C Christ will come again! 
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C the light no darkness can overcome! 
P Let Your light, O Lord, scatter the darkness and brighten Your Creation! 
C Behold, the Lord God comes with might, to scatter the darkness and to shed light 

in our lives! 
P He will tend His flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in His arms; He will 

carry them in His bosom, and gently lead them. (Is. 40:11) 
  
P Let us pray… 

Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light. May 
that light illuminate our hearts and shine in our words and deeds. May the hope, 
the peace, the joy, and the love represented by the birth in Bethlehem this night fill 
our lives and become part of all that we say and do. May we share the divine life of 
your son Jesus Christ, even as he humbled himself to share our humanity.  

C Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON                Genesis 1:1-5, 24-27 
The story begins before there was such a thing as a beginning. There was no time just yet, or much else 
besides the dark. As we come to see through the whole story of God and people, when the Lord speaks 
things come to life. It all starts with the phrase, “Let there be light.” 
 
1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without 

form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 
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3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 
24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—

livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it 
was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the 
livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 
27So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 

  
CAROL O Come All Ye Faithful LSB 379 

 
1 O come, all ye faithful,       

Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 
ref O come, let us adore Him,     O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him,    Christ the Lord! 
 
2 Highest, most holy,       

Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
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3 Sing, choirs of angels,       
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: Refrain 

 
SECOND LESSON                        Genesis 3:8-19 
God intended his creation to be a place filled with his love. His desire was for man, woman, animal, and 
environment all to live together and without end. Yet, man found his heart unsatisfied and wanting 
more. The sin of Adam and Eve brought darkness and evil upon creation. It creates the desire for God 
to remain distant and apart from His people and creation. However, the Lord’s desire did not change. 
God was going to shine the light of His love into the darkness of sin. God would not let anything stop 
Him from being with His people. 
 

Sin entered the world by Adam and man became distant with God, but the Lord 
promises a different future. 

8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 
ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 

15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 
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“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

 and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 

 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 

 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 

 you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 

 for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 

 and to dust you shall return.”  
  

CAROL God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  
1 God rest ye merry gentlemen     

Let nothing you dismay 
Remember Christ our Saviour 

Was born on Christmas Day 
To save us all from Satan's pow'r 

When we were gone astray 
 
Refrain: O tidings of comfort and joy 
               Comfort and joy 
               O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
2 In Bethlehem in Jewry      

This blessed Babe was born 
And laid within a manger 

Upon this blessed morn 
The which His mother Mary 

Did nothing take in scorn      refrain 
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3 From God our heavenly Father    

A blessed angel came 
And unto certain shepherds 

Brought tidings of the same 
How that in Bethlehem was born 

 The Son of God by name     refrain 

 
Reading 
 
THIRD LESSON            Isaiah 9:2,6-7; Isaiah 11:1-5 
As the darkness of sin continues to grow, God’s plan of redemption continues to unfold. While God 
shows His displeasure at sin and the injustices it creates, he promises to send a Rescuer who will shine 
light into the darkness. He will give light to the people who live blindly in sin. Where sin brought chaos 
and destruction, the light of the Rescuer will bring wisdom, peace, and justice to creation. 
 

The prophet tells of the coming savior. 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
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 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

 
CAROL O Holy Night  

 
O holy night the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
 
Fall on your knees    
O hear the angel voices 
O night divine      
O night when Christ was born 
O night O holy night     
O night divine 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother 
And in His name all oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us praise His holy name 
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Christ is the Lord 
O praise His name forever 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 

 
Reading 
 
FOURTH LESSON                          Luke 1:26-38 
The Dawn begins with the greeting from the angel Gabriel to Mary. The first to hear the Good News is a 
humble, innocent servant of the Lord. The news she hears, the Lord is coming to establish His kingdom. 
 

The angel Gabriel visits Mary. 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
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CAROL Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing,    
“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

  
ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
  
2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored,     

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, 
    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

  
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!    

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, 
    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
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FIFTH LESSON                        Luke 2:1-21 
The Promised Rescuer is born. Not just words anymore, but Word made flesh. As the story begins with 
the Word, a new chapter begins with the same Word bringing light again. This Word came to bring 
light. He came to live and die in a way that none could, and very few can accept. The Word came to live 
and abide with the world. 
 

The story of Christ’s birth. 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And 
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 
people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what 
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 
her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
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CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high,     
    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
    Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
ref Gloria in excelsis Deo.     Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?     

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
    Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see     

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 
CAROL What Child is This   LSB 370 

 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,     

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
    While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate      

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 
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3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;    

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
SIXTH LESSON                    Matthew 2:1-12 

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it 
is written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 
over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
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CAROL Follow the Star   
The star shines bright  
We must pack light  
Become a fool  
to become wise  
 
In the dark  
There lives a spark  
(repeat) 
 
Follow the star  
Bright in sky  
To light our path  
With hope and joy  
(x2) 
 
Set out on foot  
To find a boy  
Bring finest gifts  
receive his joy  
 
In the dark  
There lives a spark  
(repeat)  
 
Follow the star  
Bright in sky  
To light our path  
With hope and joy  
(x2) 
 
You shine so bright  
(x4) 
 
Reading 
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Seventh LESSON                         John 1:1-5, 9-13 
The child born in a lowly stable is the one promised, the Word made flesh. All things made through Him 
and all things remade through Him. He is the light of the world that brings hope to the oppressed, the 
isolated, the forgotten, the dying. He rules with justice and is the embodiment of truth. No longer can 
we say or think that God is far away, for He is with us, Emmanuel. 

 

The mystery of the Incarnation as told by St John. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
CAROL Go Tell It on the Mountain  LSB 388 v.1,3 

 
ref Go tell it on the mountain,   

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born! 

 
1 While shepherds kept their watching     

O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light.  Refrain. 

 
3 Down in a lonely manger      

The humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessèd Christmas morn.  Refrain. 

 
PRAYERS 
 
 



15 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                                                      Matthew 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
EIGHTH LESSON                    Colossians 1:15-20 
The light of God’s love first came to us in the smallness of a manger in Bethlehem, but when God 
makes all things new, the Christ will shine upon all creation. No longer will there be any darkness, 
for the Lamb of God who takes away the darkness of sin will fill creation with the light of the glory 
of God.  

 

Through this child Peace with God and man are established. 
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

 
 

 

CAROL Away in a Manger LSB 364 
 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,      
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,    
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
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3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay     
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
 
CAROL Silent Night LSB 363 

 
1 Silent night, holy night!        

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace,    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night!       

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born!    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
3 Silent night, holy night!      

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Prayer 
 
NINTH LESSON             Revelation 21:1-7 

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
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5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he said 
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7The one who 
conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.” 
 
P The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. 
C Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen.  
 
CAROL Joy to the World LSB 387 v.1-2,4 

n 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!     

    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!    

    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace   

    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High text and tune: Public Domain. 
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